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Introduction
When we are constantly told that there is widespread disillusionment with the
political system, it is gratifying to observe that it remains a subject of intense
study. There is much to examine. Constitutional change is in the air. Politicians
are seeking new ways to combat voter apathy. This third edition of the Dictionary
comes at a highly relevant time.
The democratic structure of the United Kingdom has changed and is changing.
Devolved legislatures and Assemblies are in place in Scotland and Wales. A
devolved Assembly in Northern Ireland remains in abeyance until political
dialogue is resumed. The devolution process is still evolving. The dividing line
between what is devolved and what is reserved will inevitably be subject to
ongoing debate. Questions will continue to be raised about the role of MPs at
Westminster who represent parts of the United Kingdom which control their own
domestic affairs.
Devolution does not necessarily stop at the borders of England. The English
regions are expected to have the opportunity of deciding whether they too would
prefer a new unit of devolved government. If agreed, this would have a knock-on
effect on the existing structure of local government both in metropolitan and shire
areas. What is already a non-uniform pattern of provision looks set to become
more varied still.
The present Government has re-lit the blue touch paper of House of Lords reform,
starting with the partial abolition of the hereditary peers in 1999. It has continued
to burn slowly. In a democracy, there should arguably be no contest between the
legitimacy of an elected and an appointed second chamber. However, in the
United Kingdom the issue is clouded with unresolved questions over powers,
systems of election and scope of prime ministerial patronage. Hybrid solutions
abound, all with their champions. But when given an opportunity in early 2003,
the House of Commons could not resolve the matter of Lords’ composition. The
end of what was begun is not yet in sight.
The evolution of the European Union also has an impact on internal democratic
structures. Whether it is through the pressure of European integration or the wider
process of globalisation, there are complaints from people that more is happening
which is outwith their control. National parliaments across Europe are stirring as
they sense that they are losing ownership of legislation. The much talked about
democratic deficit has yet to be addressed to the satisfaction of many
parliamentarians and people.
It is perhaps the growing perception that ordinary people have less and less
influence in important decisions affecting their lives, which has increased voter
alienation and has affected participation in elections. This has prompted debate
about ways to make elections more user friendly. E-voting and non-traditional
polling stations are under active consideration, but the highest profile experiment
to date has been the introduction of all postal ballot elections. Early evidence
suggests that turn-out increases, but so allegedly does the risk of fraud. The jury

(in this case the Electoral Commission) is still out. If eventually information
technology is fully harnessed to the electoral process, a distant prospect is held out
of almost instant elections in which voters will have at their fingertips
comprehensive information about parties and candidates. The ramifications for all
concerned would be profound.
By a variety of means, contact between the elected and their electors may be
increasing, but the quality as well as quantity of those exchanges needs to be
addressed. For a democratic system to work properly there has to be dialogue.
But can dialogue adequately be achieved by electronic means or paper surveys?
Electors and elected need to debate together so that the comparative strengths of
various propositions can be tested. Through better two-way communication, it is
important to ensure that disappointment does not automatically lead to feelings of
rejection. The true test of a democracy is how it deals with minorities. Everyone
cannot be in the majority on every issue.
The media might be expected to provide the channels through which information
and ideas can flow. Yet too often there is an emphasis on entertainment or
controversy for its own sake in reporting parliamentary and political events.
Opinion has priority over fact. Parliament is more often sketched than reported.
Members of the public are often candid in admitting that there is much they do not
know. A great deal can be picked up from this Dictionary to improve people’s
confidence in negotiating their way through the system.
But politics and Parliament can only be brought alive through debate, the injection
of ideas, the clash of personality and a degree of passion. The political system is
not a private club; it is a broad public network which anyone can enter. The more
people do so, the healthier democracy will be whether at village, town, city,
national and, even international levels. If this Dictionary encourages participation
as well as study, it will be doubly welcome.
Rt Hon Sir Alan Haselhurst MP
Chairman, Ways and Means and Deputy Speaker
House of Commons

Preface
This dictionary provides the user with the basic vocabulary used in the fields of
government and politics, especially in the United Kingdom, the European Union
and the United States, and also contains some more informal terms used in the
media. The subject matter covers national legislatures, elections, local
government, parliamentary and council procedure, international affairs and
political parties and theories.
Each entry is explained in clear straightforward English. Examples are given to
show how the words and phrases are used in normal contexts. Many words also
have comments of a more general nature, giving encyclopedic information about
procedures and institutions. At the back of the book there are supplements giving
information about the political and legislative systems in the United Kingdom, the
European Union and the United States.

Pronunciation Guide
The following symbols have been used to show the pronunciation of the main
words in the dictionary.
Stress is indicated by a main stress mark (  ) and a secondary stress mark (  ) .
Note that these are only guides, as the stress of the word changes according to its
position in the sentence.
Vowels

ɑ
ɒ
a
aυ
aə
aυə
ɔ
ɔ
e
eə
e
eυ

i

i
ə


ə
u
u

υ

υə
'

Consonants
back
harm
stop
type
how
hire
hour
course
annoy
head
fair
make
go
word
keep
happy
about
fit
near
annual
pool
book
tour
shut

b
d
ð
d
f

h
j
k
l
m
n

ŋ
p
r

s

ʃ

t
tʃ
θ
v
w
x

z

buck
dead
other
jump
fare
gold
head
yellow
cab
leave
mix
nil
sing
print
rest
save
shop
take
change
theft
value
work
loch
measure
zone
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A
AAFC abbreviation Agriculture and
AAFC

Agri-Food Canada
abandon /əbndən/ verb to give
up or not to continue something 왍 to
abandon a Bill, an action to give up
trying to promote a Bill
abdicate /bdket/ verb to give up
the position of king or queen of a
country
abdication / bdkeʃ(ə)n/ noun
the act of giving up the position of
king or queen of a country
abide by /əbad ba/ verb to obey
something such as an order or a rule 쑗
The government promised to abide by
the decision of the High Court. 쑗 The
rebels did not abide by the terms of the
agreement.
abjuration
/ bdυəreʃ(ə)n/
noun the act of giving up something
abjure /əbdυə/ verb 1. to give up
something 2. US to swear not to bear
allegiance to another country
abode /əbəυd/ noun the place
where someone lives (formal) 쒁 right
abandon

|

abdicate

abdication

|

abide by

|

abjuration

|

abjure

|

abode

|

of abode

abolish /əbɒlʃ/ verb to put an end
to an institution or practice 쑗 The
Chancellor of the Exchequer refused
to ask Parliament to abolish the tax on
alcohol. 쑗 The Senate voted to abolish
the death penalty.
abolition / bəlʃ(ə)n/ noun an act
of putting an end to an institution or
practice 쑗 to campaign for the abolition of the death penalty 쑗 Anarchists
advocate the abolition of the state.
abrogate /brəet/ verb to overturn a treaty or law
abrogation / brəeʃ(ə)n/ noun
the act of overturning a treaty or law
abolish

|

abolition

|

abrogate

abrogation

|

absence /bsəns/ noun the fact of
not being where you usually are or
where you are expected to be. 쒁 leave
of absence 왍 in the absence of when
someone is not present 쑗 In the absence of the chairman, his deputy took
the chair. 왍 apologies for absence the
list of members of a committee or other group who have apologised for not
being able to attend a meeting, read
out at the beginning of the meeting
absent /bsənt/ adjective not
present
absentee / bsənti/ noun a person who does not attend a meeting or
event when they are expected
absentee
ballot
/ bsenti
blət/ noun same as postal vote
absolute government / bsəlut
vəmənt/ noun government by a
person or group of people who exercise total power and where the ordinary population has no vote and no
say in the government of the state
absolute majority / bsəlut mə
dɒrti/ noun the situation of having
more votes than all other candidates or
parties combined 쑗 In the alternative
vote system, if no candidate has an absolute majority at the first count, the
second preferences are counted.
absolute privilege / bsəlut
prvld/ noun a privilege which
protects an MP speaking in the House
of Commons from being sued for defamation or libel
absolutism
/bsəlu tz(ə)m/
noun the political theory that a government should have total power
absolutist / bsəlutst/ adjective, noun a person who believes the
government should have total power
absence

absent

absentee

|

absentee ballot

|

absolute government

absolute majority

|

absolute privilege

absolutism

|

absolutist

|
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abstain

2

abstain /əbsten/ verb not to do
abstain

|

something deliberately, especially not
to vote 쑗 Sixty MPs abstained in the
vote on capital punishment.
abstention /əbstenʃən/ noun the
act of deliberately not doing something, especially voting 쑗 The motion
was carried by 200 votes to 150, with
60 abstentions.
abstract /bstrkt/ verb to make a
summary of a document or speech
abuse noun /əbjus/ 1. the wrong
use of something 쑗 The Chancellor of
the Exchequer has introduced a Bill to
correct some of the abuses in the
present tax system. 왍 abuse of Parliament something that is breaks accepted parliamentary rules of conduct 왍
abuse of power the use of legal powers in an illegal or harmful way 왍
abuse of rules the use of rules to
achieve a purpose which is open to
criticism, e.g. the use of the right to introduce a motion into the House of
Commons to prevent a debate from
continuing 2. rude or insulting words
3. bad treatment of a person, often of
a sexual nature (NOTE: no plural for (2)
or (3)) 쐽 verb /əbjuz/ 1. to use something wrongly 쑗 It was claimed that
the government whips had abused the
rules of the House of Commons by
preventing full discussion of the Private Members Bill. 왍 to abuse your
authority to use your authority in an
illegal or harmful way 2. to say rude
words to someone 쑗 He abused the police before being taken to the cells. 3.
to treat someone badly, often in a sexual way
ACAS /eks/ abbreviation Advisory Conciliation and Arbitration Service
ACC / e si si/ abbreviation Association of County Councils
accede /əksid/ verb 1. to sign an
international treaty or agreement 쑗 In
1972 Britain acceded to the European
Economic Community. 2. to take up an
official position, especially as king or
queen 쑗 accede to the throne 3. to accept or agree with something 왍 to acabstention

|

abstract

abuse

|

|

ACAS

ACC

accede

|

cede to a request or demand to do
what someone wants
access /kses/ noun 1. the opportunity to use or do something 쑗 access
to education and healthcare 2. the opportunity to meet someone important
쑗 They have access to the Prime Minister and are said to influence the decisions he takes. 쐽 permission to obtain or see private or secret information 쑗 to have access to personal
records 쐽 noun 1. a way of getting to
a place 쑗 level access to the seating areas 쑗 wheelchair access 2. the right of
the owner of a piece of land to use a
public road which is next to the land 쑗
She complained that she was being
denied access to the main road.
(NOTE: no plural) 쐽 verb 1. to get information, e.g. to be able to obtain
data from a computer 쑗 The staff in the
Housing Department can access
records on all properties and tenants.
2. to get to a place
accession /ək seʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
act of signing an international treaty
or agreement 2. the occasion of taking
up an official position 왍 accession to
the throne the occasion of becoming
King or Queen
accession country /ək seʃ(ə)n
kntri/ noun a country that will become or has recently become a Member State of the European Union
Accession Treaties /ək seʃ(ə)n
tritiz/ plural noun the international
agreements establishing the conditions under which countries become
Member States of the European Union
accommodation centre /ə kɒmə
deʃ(ə)n sentə/ noun a place where
people live while their request to enter
and remain in a country is considered
account /əkaυnt/ noun 1. a description of, or explanation for, some
event or situation 쑗 The minister gave
a full account to Parliament of the accident. 2. a financial statement (NOTE:
Often used in the plural.) 쐽 verb to
give an explanation of some event or
situation, especially a bad one 쑗 They
will have to account to their constituents for this failure. 앳 to consider
access

accession

|

accession country

|

Accession Treaties

|

accommodation centre

|

account

|

|
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something carefully as part of doing
something else 쑗 The Committee will
take account of the report of the Royal
Commission or will take the Royal
Commission’s report into account
when drafting the Bill.
accountability /ə kaυntəblti/
noun the situation of being required to
explain what has happened and take
responsibility for it 쑗 the accountability of elected representatives to their
electors 쑗 There have been demands
for increased accountability for ministers.
accountable /əkaυntəb(ə)l/ adjective being required to explain what
has happened and take responsibility
for it 쑗 Ministers are accountable to
Parliament.
accredit /əkredt/ verb to appoint
somebody as an envoy or ambassador
to represent their country abroad
accredited /əkredtd/ adjective 1.
chosen and officially appointed to represent an organisation 쑗 an accredited
agent 2. chosen and appointed by one
country to represent it in an official capacity in another country 쑗 She is accredited as her country’s ambassador
to the United Nations.
acculturation /ə kltjυreʃ(ə)n/
noun the assimilation of parts of a different culture
acknowledge /əknɒld/ verb 1.
to accept that something is true or necessary 쑗 We acknowledge there were
mistakes made in the past and we must
learn from them. 2. to confirm that
something has been received, such as
a letter 쑗 The office of the Ombudsman
has acknowledged receipt of the letter.
3. to thank someone publicly or officially for something they have done 쑗
I’d like to take this opportunity to acknowledge all the hard work that has
gone into making this campaign such
a success. 4. to recognise rights or authority officially 쑗 They refused to acknowledge the new regime.
acknowledgement
/ək
nɒldmənt/ noun 1. acceptance that
something is true or necessary 쑗 There
accountability

|

|

accountable

|

accredit

|

accredited

|

acculturation

|

|

acknowledge

|

acknowledgement

|

activist

is almost universal acknowledgment
of the need to take global warming seriously. 2. a letter or card to say that
something has been received 쑗 She
wrote to her MP and received an acknowledgement
immediately.
3.
thanks for something that has been
done 쑗 acknowledgement of her role in
the achievement

acquis communautaire French
words meaning ‘established commuacquis communautaire

nity rights’: the contents of the various
treaties agreed to by the Member
States of the European Union, which
have gradually built up a body of law
under which the EU operates
act /kt/ noun a law which has been
approved by a law-making body. See
Comment at bill (NOTE: In the United
act

Kingdom, laws are approved by Parliament and in the USA by Congress.)
COMMENT:

Before an Act becomes
law, it is presented to Parliament in
the form of a Bill. See notes at BILL.

citizenship
/ ktv
stzənʃp/ noun the full involvement of people in a variety of forms of
politics, including voting, joining a
party or pressure group, campaigning
or standing for election 쑗 It is important for the survival of democracy that
active citizenship should be encouraged.
activism /ktvz(ə)m/ noun energetic and sometimes aggressive support for a social or political cause
activist /ktvst/ noun 1. a person
who is very active in pursuing social
or political change, sometimes by extreme means 2. a person who works
regularly for a political party, sometimes a person who is in disagreement
with the main policies of their party or
whose views are more extreme than
those held by the majority of their party 쑗 The meeting was disrupted by an
argument between the chairman and
left-wing activists. 쑗 Party activists
have urged the central committee to
adopt a more radical approach to the
problems of unemployment. Also
called party activist
active
active citizenship

activism

activist
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of Parliament / kt əv
pɑləmənt/ noun a decision which
has been approved by Parliament and
has received the Royal Assent and so
becomes law
Act of Union / kt əv junjən/
noun the act of 1801, by which the
parliaments of Great Britain and Ireland were joined to form the United
Kingdom
Act

Act of Parliament

Act of Union

Act of Union with Scotland

Act of Union with Scotland
/ kt əv junjən wð skɒtlənd/
noun the parliamentary act of 1707

which joined England and Scotland
together to form Great Britain
actual possession / ktʃuəl pə
zeʃ(ə)n/ noun the occupation and
control of land and buildings
actual value / ktʃuəl vlju/
noun the real value of something if
sold on the open market
actuarial tables / ktʃueəriəl
teb(ə)lz/ plural noun lists showing
how long people are likely to live,
used to calculate life assurance premiums
additional member system /ə
dʃ(ə)nəl membə sstəm/ noun an
electoral system used in elections for
the Scottish Parliament, Welsh Assembly and Greater London Assembly, where a proportion of the representatives are elected by the first-pastthe-post system, and the others by a
party list system, giving additional
members to ensure the result is more
proportional (NOTE: Note: the system
actual possession

|

actual value

actuarial tables

additional member system

|

operates in some countries with the
constituency representatives elected
by a majoritarian system)
address /ədres/ noun 1. a formal
address

|

speech 쑗 In his address to the meeting,
the mayor spoke of the problems facing the town. 쑗 In his State of the Union address, the president spoke of the
problems of terrorism. 쒁 humble address 왍 address of thanks a formal
speech thanking someone such as a
well-known person for doing something such as officially opening a new
building 왍 the Queen’s Speech at the
State Opening of Parliament. 쒁 debate

on the address 2. the details of

number, street and town where an office is or where a person lives 쐽 verb
1. to speak to 쑗 The Leader of the Opposition was asked to address the
meeting. 2. to speak about or deal with
a particular subject or problem 쑗 He
then addressed the question of government aid to universities. 왍 to address
yourself to something to deal with a
particular problem 쑗 the government
will have to address itself to problems
of international trade 3. to write on an
envelope the details of the number,
street and town where an office is or a
person lives 쑗 an incorrectly addressed package
ad hoc / d hɒk/ Latin phrase
meaning ‘for this particular purpose’
왍 an ad hoc committee a temporary
committee set up to study a particular
problem. 쒁 standing committee
ad hoc Select Committee / d
hɒk slekt kə mti/ noun a committee of Congress set up to examine a
special case or problem
adjourn /əd#n/ verb to stop a
meeting for a period or to postpone a
legal hearing to a later date 쑗 They adjourned the meeting or the meeting
was adjourned. 쑗 The chairman adjourned the tribunal until three
o’clock. 쑗 The meeting adjourned at
midday. 쑗 The appeal was adjourned
while further evidence was being produced. 왍 the House stands adjourned the sitting of the House of
Commons is adjourned and will
resume on the following day
ad hoc

ad hoc Select Committee

|

|

adjourn

|

‘…the Commons adjourned until January 18 without taking a vote on the Government’s
resolution’
[Toronto Globe & Mail]

adjournment /əd#nmənt/ noun
adjournment

|

1. an act of stopping a meeting for a

period or postponing a legal hearing to
a later date 쑗 The adjournment lasted
two hours. 2. the act of ending a sitting
of the House of Commons or Lords, or
of the House of Representatives or
Senate, which will meet again on the
following day 왍 motion for adjournment of the debate a motion to ad-
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journ a debate which has the effect of
killing the motion being debated 왍
motion for the adjournment of the
House motion to adjourn a sitting until the following day 왍 adjournment
sine die an adjournment without fixing a date for the next meeting, used in
the US Congress to end a session 왍 adjournment to a day certain a motion
to adjourn a sitting of Congress to another day
adjournment
debate
/ə
d#nmənt dbet/ noun a debate in
the House of Commons on a motion to
adjourn a sitting, used by backbench
MPs to raise points of particular interest to themselves. Also called debate
adjournment debate

|

|

on the adjournment

administer /ədmnstə/ verb 1. to
administer

|

control, manage or govern something
쑗 The state is administered directly
from the capital. 2. to be responsible
for making sure something happens in
the correct way 왍 to administer justice to carry out the law 왍 to administer an oath to make someone swear
an oath
administration
/əd mn
streʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the organisation,
control or management of a geographical area or of a specific aspect of government, especially by a bureaucracy
or group of experts 쑗 There has been a
lack of effective administration in the
province since the riots. 쑗 The administration of justice is in the hands of
the government-appointed justices of
the peace. 쑗 She took up a career in
hospital administration. 2. especially
in the USA, a particular government 쑗
It was one of the main policies of the
last administration. 쑗 The Bush administration took office in 2001.
administrative /ədmnstrətv/
adjective concerned with the organisation, control or management of a geographical area or with a specific aspect of government
administrative
court
/əd
mnstrətv kɔt/ noun in some
countries such as France, a court or tribunal which decides in cases where
government action is thought to have
administration

|

|

administrative

|

administrative court

|

admit

affected and harmed the lives or property of citizens. Also called administrative tribunal

law
/əd
mnstrətv lɔ/ noun the laws relating to the running of government, and
the relationship between the government and the citizens
administrator
/ədmnstretə/
noun a person who works for a government, public body or business as a
senior manager 쑗 The governor of the
province has to be a good administrator. 쑗 The council has appointed too
many administrators and not enough
ordinary clerical staff. 쑗 The best administrators come from the civil service training school.
Admiralty /dm(ə)rəlti/ noun formerly in the UK, the government office which was in charge of the Navy
Admiralty Board /dmərəlti
bɔd/ noun a committee which is responsible for the administration of the
Royal Navy, forming part of the UK
Ministry of Defence
Admiralty law /dm(ə)rəlti lɔw/
noun the law relating to ships and sailors, and actions at sea
admission /ədmʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
act of accepting someone into a group
or organisation 쑗 admission into the
European Union 2. permission to go
into a place 쑗 Admission to the visitors’ gallery is restricted. 3. the act of
making a statement agreeing that particular facts are correct or saying that
something really happened 쑗 The Opposition called for an admission of error on the part of the Minister.
admit /ədmt/ verb 1. to allow
someone to go in 쑗 The public is not
being admitted at present. 2. to agree
that an allegation or accusation is correct or to say that something really
happened 쑗 He admitted his mistake or
his liability. 쑗 She admitted that the
department was at fault. 쑗 He admitted having connections with the company which had been awarded the
contract. (NOTE: admitted – admitting.)
administrative law

administrative

|

administrator

|

Admiralty

Admiralty Board

Admiralty law

admission

|

admit

|
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adopt /ədɒpt/ verb 1. to agree to
something or accept something so that
it becomes law 쑗 The report of the subcommittee was received and the
amendments adopted. 쑗 The meeting
adopted the resolution. 쑗 The proposals were adopted unanimously. 쑗 The
council has adopted a policy of positive discrimination. 2. to be adopted,
to be chosen by a party as a candidate
in an election 쑗 The Labour Party
adopted more women as candidates
for the General Election than ever before. 왍 to be adopted to be chosen by
the party as a candidate for election to
a parliamentary constituency
adoption /ədɒpʃən/ noun 1. the act
of agreeing to something so that it becomes legal or accepted 쑗 She moved
the adoption of the resolution. 2. the
act of choosing someone as a candidate in an election
adoption
meeting /ədɒpən
mitŋ/ noun the meeting at which a
local party adopts someone as its candidate for an election
ad valorem / d vəlɔrəm/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘according to value’
adopt

|

adoption

|

adoption meeting

|

ad valorem

|

COMMENT: Most taxes are ‘ad valorem’; VAT is calculated as a percentage of the charge made, income tax is
a percentage of income earned, etc.
|

djuti/, ad valorem tax / d və
lɔrem tks/ noun a tax calculated
according to the value of the goods being taxed
adventurism /ədventυrz(ə)m/
noun intervention by one government
in the affairs of another
adversarial politics / dv#
seəriəl pɒltks/ noun a system of
political activity where two sides oppose each other vigorously. This is
said to create the right conditions for
effective scrutiny of the government,
and for genuine debate.
adversary /dvəs (ə)ri/ noun a person or organisation who is the opposing side in situation 쑗 a powerful political adversary
advice /ədvas/ noun information
or suggestions given by one person to
|

adventurism

|

adversarial politics

|

|

|

adviser

|

advisory

|

|

ad valorem duty / d vəlɔrəm

advice

advise

advisory board

ad valorem duty

adversary

another on what has happened in the
past or on what is the best course of
action to follow in the future 왍 to take
advice to ask an expert to give information and help about a problem 쑗
We’ll need to take legal advice before
agreeing.
advise /ədvaz/ verb 1. to suggest
to someone what should be done 왍 to
advise against something to suggest
that something should not be done 쑗
The Minister advised against raising
the matter in the House. 쑗 The consultants advised against the proposed development plan. 2. to tell someone
what has happened or what will happen soon 쑗 We are advised that the report will be published next week.
adviser /ədvazə/, advisor noun a
person who suggests what should be
done, by giving information on a specific area where he or she is an expert
advisory /ədvaz(ə)ri/ adjective
acting as a person who tells someone
what to do or informs them about
events 쑗 He is acting in an advisory
capacity. 쐽 noun US an official warning
advisory board /ədvaz(ə)ri
bɔd/ noun a group of people who
help others to decide what to do or
keep them informed about what is
happening
advocacy /dvəkəsi/ noun active
support for a cause or point of view
advocate noun /dvəkət/ someone who actively supports a cause or
point of view 쑗 an advocate of relaxing the laws on cannabis 쐽 verb
/dvəket/ to speak or work to support a cause or point of view 쑗 Anarchists advocate the abolition of the
state.
Advocate General / dvəkət
den(ə)rəl/ noun 1. one of the two
Law Officers for Scotland 2. in the
European Court of Justice, the officer
who presents a summary of a case to
the judges to help them in coming to a
decision
affair /əfeə/ noun 1. a situation or
event 쑗 Is she involved in the copyright
advocacy

advocate

Advocate General

affair

|
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affair? 2. something shocking that involves public figures 쑗 the arms smuggling affair 쑗 the Watergate affair 쐽
plural noun activities and events related to the government of a country or
countries 쑗 topics of current importance in world affairs 쒁 foreign af-

Agent-General
African National Congress

African

National

Congress

/ frkən nʃ(ə)nəl kɒŋres/ noun

fairs

a South African political party that
fought against apartheid and formed
South Africa’s first multiracial, democratically elected government in 1994.
Abbr ANC
African Union / frkən junjən/
noun an organisation of African states
established for mutual cooperation,
superseding the Organisation of African Unity in 2002
agency /edənsi/ noun 1. a government office or department which is
to some extent independent 쑗 The
Benefits Agency has responsibility for
making welfare payments. (NOTE: In
African Union

affairs of state /ə feəz əv stet/
affairs of state

|

plural noun government business

affiliate /əfliet/ verb to associate
affiliate

|

with a group or organisation 쑗 The
trade union was affiliated to the Labour Party
affiliation /ə flieʃ(ə)n/ noun association with a group or organisation 왍
the union has no political affiliation
the union is not linked to any particular political party
affirm /əf#m/ verb 1. (of a MP) to
promise allegiance to the monarch,
when the Oath of Allegiance is considered inappropriate on religious or
other grounds 쑗 Some of the new MPs
affirmed, instead of swearing the oath
of allegiance. 2. to support or approve
of something publicly 쑗 The report affirms the contribution of many voluntary groups working for racial harmony. 3. to confirm that something is correct
affirmation / fəmeʃ (ə)n/ noun
1. a statement by an MP showing allegiance to the monarch, when the Oath
of Allegiance is considered inappropriate on religious or other grounds 2.
support or approval
affirmative action /ə f#mətv
kʃən/ noun US a policy of preventing the unfair treatment of specific
groups in society who have a disadvantage, or who have suffered unfair
treatment in the past, such as people
with disabilities, ethnic groups and
women
affirmative
instrument
/ə
f#mətv nstrυmənt/ noun a form
of Statutory Instrument, or order made
by a government minister on the authority of a previous act of parliament,
which must be approved by both
Houses of Parliament
affiliation

|

|

affirm

|

affirmation

|

affirmative action

|

affirmative instrument

|

agency

the United Kingdom, under reforms
which started under the Thatcher
government, a large number of areas were transferred from the direct
control of the Civil Service to agencies.) 2. an independent organisation

that deals with social problems 쑗 a
register of voluntary agencies in the
field of mental health
agenda /ədendə/ noun 1. a list of
things to be discussed at a meeting 쑗
the committee agenda or the agenda of
the committee meeting 쑗 After two
hours we were still discussing the first
item on the agenda. 2. a list of priorities 쑗 Education was at the top of the
government’s agenda.
agent /edənt/ noun 1. a person
who represents a company or another
person 2. a party official who works to
support a candidate in an election 쑗
The party has six full-time election
agents. 쑗 The series of meetings was
organised by the local agent for the
Liberal Democrats. 3. a person who
works for a branch of government. 쒁
agenda

|

agent

secret agent
/ ed (ə)nt
den(ə)rəl/ noun the official representative of a provincial government
of a Commonwealth country in another Commonwealth country 쑗 the
Agent-General for Quebec in London
(NOTE: The plural is agents-general
or agent-generals.)
Agent-General

Agent-General
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agent provocateur / ɒn prə
agent provocateur

|

vɒkət#r/ French words meaning
‘an agent who provokes’: a person
employed secretly by a government
who provokes others to commit a
crime, often by taking part in it personally, in order to find out who is not
reliable or in order to have his or her
associates arrested
age of consent / ed əv kənsent/
noun the age at which someone can
legally agree to have sex
age of majority / ed əv mə
dɒrti/ noun the age of legal responsibility, at which civil duties and rights
such as voting or being on a jury are
first undertaken
aggression /əreʃ(ə)n/ noun hostile action against another country, especially without provocation 쑗 They
accused the neighbouring states of aggression. 쑗 Numerous acts of aggression have been reported to the United
Nations. (NOTE: no plural. For the plural, use acts of aggression)
aggressor /əresə/ noun a person
or country which attacks another, especially without provocation 쑗 The
UN resolution condemns one of the
superpowers as the aggressor.
agitate /dtet/ verb to encourage people to take political action possibly involving protesting, demonstrating or engaging in direct action 쑗
The party is agitating for social reforms.
agitation / dteʃ(ə)n/ noun the
action of encouraging people to protest and demonstrate 쑗 There has been
widespread agitation in the capital
and the northern provinces. (NOTE: no
plural)
agitator /dtetə/ noun a person
who attempts to cause political unrest
쑗 Agitators from the right of the party
have tried to disrupt the meetings of
the council.
AGM / e di em/ abbreviation Annual General Meeting
agrarian /əreəriən/ adjective promoting the interests of farmers and encouraging a fair system of land owner|

age of consent

|

age of majority

|

aggression

|

aggressor

|

agitate

agitation

|

agitator

AGM

agrarian

|

ship 쐽 noun someone who believes in
the fair distribution of land and the redistribution of land owned by rich
people
agrarianism
/əreəriənz(ə)m /
noun a political movement or philosophy that promotes the interests of
farmers, especially the redistribution
of land owned by rich people or by
government
agrarianism

|

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada / rkltʃə ənd ri fud

knədə/ noun a department of the
Canadian federal government that
conducts research and develops policies and programs to ensure the security of the country’s food system.
Abbr AAFC
Ahern /əh#n/, Bertie (b. 1951) the
leader of the Fianna Fáil party since
1994 and Taoiseach (prime minister)
of the Republic of Ireland since 1997
aid /ed/ noun help, especially money, food or other gifts given to people
living in difficult conditions 쑗 The
government has set aside $20m for aid
to under-developed countries. 쑗 The
poorer countries depend on aid from
richer nations. 쑗 The government will
allocate 6% of the gross national
product for overseas aid.
AID / e a di/ abbreviation Agency
for International Development
aid agency /ed edənsi/ noun an
independent organisation that sends
financial or other help to a country
which is experiencing difficult conditions or a catastrophic event such as a
natural disaster or famine
aide /ed/ noun an assistant to someone such as a politician, who may also
offer advice 쑗 a presidential aide
aid worker /ed w#kə/ noun a
person who works for an aid agency
airspace /eəspes/ noun the sky
above an area of land or water over
which a state claims control 쑗 British
airspace
Albion /lbiən/ noun Great Britain
alderperson /ɔldə p#sən/ noun
in the United States and Canada, a
Ahern

|

aid

AID

aid agency

aide

aid worker

airspace

Albion

alderperson

|
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member of the legislative body of
some towns or cities
alderwoman /ɔldə wυmən/ noun
in the United States and Canada, a
woman member of the legislative
body of some towns or cities
Al Fatah / l ftə/ noun a political
group, part of the Palestine Liberation
Organisation, that wants to establish
an independent Palestinian state
alien /eliən/ noun 1. mainly US a
person living in a country of which he
or she is not a citizen 2. (in the UK) a
person who is not a citizen of the UK,
not a citizen of a Commonwealth
country and not a citizen of the Republic of Ireland 쐽 adjective 1. mainly
US from a different country or culture
쑗 alien workers 2. different from what
is usual or familiar 쑗 an alien concept
alienate /eliənet/ verb to do
something that makes someone stop
being friendly towards you 쑗 The government has alienated its main supporters. 쑗 The terrorist campaign has
alienated the public.
align /əlan/ verb to give support
publicly to a political group or party 왍
to align yourself with another country to follow a policy similar to that of
another country 쑗 the three neighbouring states aligned themselves with the
USA
allegiance /əlid(ə)ns/ noun obedience to the State or the Head of
State. 쒁 oath of allegiance
alliance /əlaəns/ noun 1. a group
of two or more countries, people or
political parties, that are linked together by a formal agreement 2. a formal relationship between two or more
parties or countries 쑗 The country has
built up a series of alliances with its
larger neighbours. 쒁 ally
Alliance /əlaəns/ noun in New
Zealand, a left-wing political party
that has been in coalition government
with the Labour Party since 1999
allied /lad/ adjective 1. relating to
countries that have joined together to
fight a common enemy 쑗 the allied
alderwoman

|

Al Fatah

alien

alienate

align

|

allegiance

|

alliance

|

Alliance

|

allied

alternative vote

forces 2. associated or related 쑗 building and allied trades
allowance /əlaυəns/ noun 1. an
amount of something which you are
legally or officially allowed to have 쑗
a travel allowance 쑗 a baggage allowance 쒁 personal allowances 2. a
payment made for a specific purpose 쑗
an allowance for unsociable hours 쑗
an expenses allowance
all-party / ɔl pɑti/ adjective including members of all political parties 쑗 the report of the all-party committee on procedure 쑗 An all-party
group visited the United Nations.
all-party group / ɔl pɑti rup/
noun a group of MPs from different
parties who have an interest in a particular subject 쑗 the all-party group on
telecommunications
ally /la/ noun a country, person,
political party or group which is
linked to another in a friendly way so
that they can support one another 쑗 As
the invasion seemed likely, the President called on his allies for help. 쑗 The
committee has been run by the mayor
and his allies in the Workers’ Party. 쐽
verb to link one country, political party, group or person to another 왍 to ally
yourself with to become linked to
someone or another party or country,
for protection 쑗 He has allied himself
to the left wing of the party.
ALP abbreviation Australian Labor
Party
al-Qaeda / l kadə/ noun an international Islamic fundamentalist organisation, founded by Osama bin
Laden, which has been associated
with several terrorist incidents, including the attack on the World Trade
Center, New York (2001)
alternative vote /ɔlt#nətv
vəυt/ noun a system of voting used in
elections in some countries such as
Australia, in which voters show their
preferences on the ballot paper by
marking candidates with the numbers
1, 2, 3, 4, etc. If a candidate does not
get 50% of the first preference votes in
the first round of counting, the votes
allowance

|

all-party

all-party group

ally

ALP

al-Qaeda

alternative vote

|
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for the candidates with the lowest
number of votes are given to the candidates shown as second preferences
on their ballot papers in a number of
further rounds until a single candidate
gets 50%. Abbr AV
Althing /lθŋ/ noun the law-making assembly in Iceland
AM abbreviation Assembly Member
AMA abbreviation Association of
Metropolitan Authorities
ambassador /mbsədə / noun a
diplomat of the highest level, representing his country in another country
쑗 the Spanish ambassador 쑗 our ambassador in France 쑗 The government
has recalled its ambassador for consultations.
Althing

AM

AMA

ambassador

|

‘…an ambassador is an honest man sent
to lie abroad for his country’
[Sir Henry Wotton]

at large /m
bsədə ət lɑd/ noun an ambassador whose role is not restricted to one
specific country
ambassador
ambassador at large

|

Ambassador
Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary /m bsədə
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

|

k strɔd(ə)n(ə)ri
ən
plenpə
tenʃəri/ noun the official title of an
ambassador
ambassadorial / mbsədɔriəl/
adjective referring to an ambassador 쑗
ambassadorial duties
|

|

ambassadorial

|

ambassador

plenipotentiary

ambassador plenipotentiary

/m bsədə plenpətenʃəri/ noun
|

|

an ambassador with full powers to negotiate and sign treaties on behalf of
his or her country
amend /əmend/ verb 1. to make
changes to a document, plan or policy,
in order to correct or improve it 2. to
make an official change to a motion,
Bill, Act or constitution
amendment /əmendmənt / noun
1. a change made in a document, plan
or policy 쑗 to make amendments to the
minutes 2. a change proposed to a motion or to a bill which is being discussed in Parliament or Congress, or
to an existing Act 쑗 The amendment
was proposed and seconded and put to
the vote. 쑗 The government whips peramend

|

amendment

|

suaded her to withdraw her amendment. (NOTE: Amendments are usually made in the Committee Stage and
Report Stage of a bill going through
the House of Commons. In the
House of Lords they can also be
made at Third Reading.) 3. US a new

clause added to a written constitution,
changing it in some way
‘…a constitutional amendment that
would acknowledge the commonwealth’s right to override the states on
matters of economic development’
[The Age (Melbourne)]
COMMENT: The first ten amendments
to the American Constitution are
known as the Bill of Rights. The most
important are the First Amendment
(which provides for freedom of speech
and thought), and the Fifth Amendment (which protects anyone from giving evidence in court which might incriminate himself or herself).

American Revolution /ə merkən
American Revolution

|

revəluʃ(ə)n/ noun the War of Independence (1775–83) by which the
American colonies of Britain became
independent and became the United
States of America
Amicus /əmakəs/ noun the UK’s
largest technical trade union, with
more than 1.2 million members. It was
formed in 2001 by the merging of
AEEU (Amalgamated Engineering
and Electrical Union) and MSF (Manufacturing, Science and Finance Union).
amnesty /mnəsti/ noun a pardon,
often for political crimes, given by the
state to several people at the same time
쐽 verb to grant a pardon to several
people at the same time, often for political crimes 쑗 They were amnestied
by the president.
|

Amicus

|

amnesty

Amnesty International

Amnesty

International

/ mnəsti ntənʃ(ə)nəl/ noun an
|

international pressure group which
works for human rights, and against
the cruel treatment of prisoners
anarchic /ənɑkk/, anarchical /ə
nɑkkl/ adjective with no law or order 쑗 the anarchic state of the country
districts after the coup
anarchic

|

|
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anarchism /nəkz(ə)m/ noun the
anarchism

belief that there is no need for a system of government in a society
COMMENT: Anarchism flourished in the
latter part of the 19th and early part of
the 20th century. Anarchists believe
that there should be no government,
no army, no civil service, no courts, no
laws, and that people should be free
to live without anyone to rule them.

anarchist /nəkst/ noun 1. a person who believes that there should be
no system of government 2. a person
who tries to destroy a government by
violent means, without planning to replace it in any way 쐽 adjective referring to anarchists and their aims
anarchy /nəki/ noun the absence
of law and order, because a government has lost control or because there
is no government 쑗 When the president was assassinated, the country fell
into anarchy.
ANC abbreviation African National
Congress
ancillary /nsləri/ adjective providing help or support 쑗 nursing and
ancillary services
annex /əneks/ verb to incorporate
territory into another country or state
annexation / nekseʃ(ə)n/ noun
the act of one state taking possession
of a territory claimed by another, and
claiming it as its own
annexe, annex noun a document
added or attached to another 쐽 verb 1.
to attach a document 2. (of a state) to
take possession of a territory claimed
by another and claim it as its own 쑗
The island was annexed by the neighbouring republic. (NOTE: [all senses]
anarchist

anarchy

ANC

ancillary

|

annex

|

annexation

|

annexe

The US spelling is annex.)

announce /ənaυns/ verb to tell
announce

|

something to the public or to a group
of people 쑗 The returning officer announced the result of the election. 쑗
The Foreign Secretary announced that
he would be going to Nigeria shortly.
announcement
/ənaυnsmənt/
noun 1. a public statement giving information 쑗 An announcement about
the date of the election is expected
very soon. 왍 to make an announceannouncement

|

anticipation

ment to give information about something publicly 쑗 The Home Secretary
will make an announcement later today. 2. the act of telling something
publicly 쑗 The chairman of the council
made an announcement about the development plans.
Annual General Meeting

Annual

General

Meeting

/ njuəl den(ə)rəl mitŋ/ noun a

meeting of all the members of a society or shareholders of a company which
takes place once a year to agree the accounts and decide general policy.
Abbr AGM
Annual Meeting / njuəl mitŋ/
noun a meeting of a local council,
which takes place once a year, to approve the accounts and elect a mayor
among other things
annulment of adjudication /ə
nlmənt əv ə dudkeʃ(ə)n/ noun
the cancelling of a legal order such as
one making someone bankrupt
another place /ənðə ples/ 쏡
Annual Meeting

annulment of adjudication

|

|

|

another place

|

place

answer /ɑnsə/ noun a reply, letter
or conversation coming after someone
else has written or spoken 왍 written
answer a formal reply to a question
put in writing to a Minister 쐽 verb 1.
to speak or write after someone has
spoken or written to you 2. to reply
formally to an accusation
answerable /ɑns(ə)rəb(ə)l/ adjective responsible for explaining why
actions have been taken 쑗 He is answerable to Parliament for the conduct of the Armed Forces.
anti- /nti/ prefix against 쑗 an antidrug campaign 쑗 the anti-terrorist
squad 쑗 Anti-government posters appeared in the streets.
anticipation
/n tspeʃ(ə)n/
noun doing something before it is due
to be done or before something expected happens (NOTE: It is out of oranswer

answerable

anti-

anticipation

|

|

der on grounds of anticipation for a
motion to be mentioned or discussed
in the House of Commons before the
day on which it is scheduled for discussion.)
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anti-trust / nti trst/ adjective atanti-trust

tacking monopolies and encouraging
competition 쑗 anti-trust laws or legislation
AOB abbreviation any other business
apartheid /əpɑthet/ noun the
racist policy, operating until 1993 in
South Africa, by which different racial
groups were kept apart in most circumstances, largely to benefit the
white population
apolitical / epəltk(ə)l/ adjective
not interested in politics, or not concerned with politics
apologist /əpɒlədst/ noun someone who publicly defends a doctrine
or ideology
a posteriori / e pɒsteri ɔri/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘from what comes
after.’ Compare a priori 왍 a posteriori argument an argument based on
observation
apparat /pərt/ noun the large
group of state employees who ran a
Communist country
apparatchik / pərttʃk/ noun
1. a government employee in a Communist country 2. a civil servant who
follows rules too closely and works
slowly (disapproving or humorous;
AOB

apartheid

|

apolitical

|

apologist

|

a posteriori

|

apparat

apparatchik

|

used as criticism) (NOTE: The plural
is apparatchiki or apparatchiks.)
appeal /əpil/ noun 1. a challenge to
appeal

|

the ruling of the chairman of a meeting 쑗 Senator Brown made an appeal
against the ruling of the President of
the Senate. 2. the process of asking a
government department to change a
decision 쑗 The appeal against the
planning decision will be heard next
month. 3. the process of asking a higher court to change a decision of a lower court 쑗 an appeal to the House of
Lords 쐽 verb to ask someone to
change a decision 쑗 The company appealed against the decision of the
planning officers. 쑗 She has appealed
to the Supreme Court. (NOTE: you appeal to a court or against a decision;
an appeal is heard and allowed or
dismissed)

Appeal Committee /əpil kə
Appeal Committee

|

|

mti/ noun a committee set up by the
House of Lords to consider petitions
to appeal to the House of Lords from
the Court of Appeal
Appeal Court /əpil kɔt / noun the
civil or criminal court to which a person may go to ask for a decision made
by a lower court to be changed, and
the decisions of which are binding on
the High Court and lower courts. Also
called Court of Appeal, Court of
Appeals
Appeal Court

|

COMMENT: In English law, in the majority of cases decisions of lower courts
and of the High Court can be appealed to the Court of Appeal. The
Court of Appeal is divided into the Civil
Division and the Criminal Division.
The Civil Division hears appeals from
the County Court and the High Court;
the Criminal Division hears appeals
from the Crown Court. From the Court
of Appeal, appeal lies at present to the
House of Lords. In 2004 parliament
was debating legislation to replace the
House of Lords with another final
court of appeal to be called the Supreme Court. Appeals from some
Commonwealth countries may be
heard from the highest court of these
countries by the Judicial Committee of
the Privy Council, which is at present
in effect made up of the same judges
as the House of Lords.

appease /əpiz/ verb to make conappease

|

cessions to another person, group or
country in order to avoid conflict
appeasement /əpizmənt/ noun
the policy of avoiding conflict by
making concessions
appellate /əpelət/ adjective relating to a legal or formal appeal 왍 appellate jurisdiction the jurisdiction of
the House of Lords to hear appeals
Appellate Committee /əpelət kə
mti/ noun the committee of the
House of Lords which considers appeals and reports on them to the House
appendix /əpendks/ noun additional text at the end of a document 쑗
The map showing the properties covered by the proposal is attached as an
Appendix. 쑗 See Appendix B for the
list of county councils. (NOTE: The
appeasement

|

appellate

|

Appellate Committee

|

appendix

|

plural is appendices.)

|
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appoint /əpɔnt/ verb to choose
appoint

|

someone for a job 쑗 The government
has appointed a QC to head the inquiry. 쑗 The council has appointed a
race relations adviser.
appointee /əpɔnti/ noun a person
who is appointed to a job
appointment /əpɔntmənt/ noun
1. an arrangement to meet 왍 by appointment by arrangement in advance
2. the fact of being given a new job 쑗
his recent appointment as an EU
Commissioner 왍 by royal appointment requested by a king or queen as
a supplier of goods or services 3. a job
쑗 applied for a government appointment
apportionment /əpɔʃ(ə)nmənt/
noun the distribution of seats in the
US House of Representatives or a
state legislature in proportion to the
population of states or electoral districts
appropriation /ə prəυprieʃ(ə)n/
noun the granting of money for a particular purpose, especially allocating
money to be spent by a particular government department
appropriation bill /ə prəυpri
eʃ(ə)n bl/ noun in the US Congress,
a bill which grants money to the government to be used in a way which has
been approved in an authorisation bill
appropriations committee /ə
prəυprieʃ(ə)nz kə mti/ noun especially in the US Congress, a committee which examines government
spending
a priori / e praɔri/ Latin phrase
meaning ‘from what came before.’
Compare a posteriori 왍 a priori argument reasoning based on principles
or assumptions, not on real examples
Arabism /rəbz(ə)m/ noun support for Arab causes or viewpoints
Arab League /rəb li/ noun a
political and economic association of
Arab states
arbitrate /ɑbtret/ verb to settle a
legal dispute between parties by referring it to an outside person instead of
going to court, e.g. in a building, shipappointee

|

appointment

|

apportionment

|

appropriation

|

|

appropriation bill

|

|

appropriations committee

|

|

|

a priori

|

Arabism

Arab League

arbitrate

Aristotle

ping or employment dispute 쑗 to arbitrate in a dispute
arbitration / ɑbtreʃ(ə)n/ noun
the settling of a dispute by an outside
person, chosen by both sides 쑗 to submit a dispute to arbitration 쑗 to refer a
question to arbitration 쑗 to take a dispute to arbitration 쑗 to go to arbitration
arbitration agreement / ɑb
treʃ(ə)n ə rimənt/ noun the
agreement by two parties to allow an
independent person to try to settle the
dispute between them
arbitration award / ɑbtreʃ(ə)n
ə wɔd/ noun the ruling given by an
independent person who has been
asked to settle a dispute
arbitration board / ɑbtreʃ(ə)n
bɔd/, arbitration tribunal / ɑb
treʃ(ə)n tra bjun(ə)l/ noun an independent group of people involved in
settling a legal dispute
arbitrator /ɑbtretə/ noun an independent person who is chosen by
both sides in a dispute to try to settle it
쑗 an industrial arbitrator 쑗 to accept
or reject the arbitrator’s ruling
archives /ɑkavz/ plural noun historical records 쑗 18th century archives
of borough council meetings
archivist /ɑkvst/ noun a person
who is responsible for the official
records of a government department,
local authority or other group
aristocracy / rstɒkrəsi/ noun
the class in society composed of families who are landowners and who
have inherited titles such as Lord or
Duke
aristocrat /rstəkrt/ noun a
member of the aristocracy 쑗 Many
aristocrats were killed during the revolution.
aristocratic / rstəkrtk/ adjective relating to the aristocracy 쑗
aristocratic families
Aristotle /rstɒt(ə)l/ noun the
Ancient Greek philosopher (384–322
BC) who began the study of political
constitutions in his book The Politics
arbitration

|

arbitration agreement

|

|

arbitration award

|

|

arbitration board

|

|

|

arbitrator

archives

archivist

aristocracy

|

aristocrat

aristocratic

|

Aristotle

(NOTE: Aristotle claimed that ‘man
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was a political animal’, meaning that
living in political society was natural
for human beings.)
arm /ɑm/ verb to provide with weaparm

ons

armaments /ɑməmənts/ plural
noun heavy weapons
armed /ɑmd/ adjective provided
armaments

armed

with weapons 쑗 It’s now common to
see armed guards at airports.
armed conflict / ɑmd kənflkt/
noun war
armed forces / ɑmd fɔsz/ plural
noun the army, navy and air force
armed neutrality / ɑmd nju
trləti/ noun the condition of a
country which is not directly involved
in a war between other countries, but
is ready to defend itself in case it cannot avoid becoming involved
armistice /ɑmsts/ noun the
agreement to stop fighting at the end
of a war
armoury /ɑməri/ noun the arms of
a country 쑗 a country’s nuclear armoury (NOTE: The US spelling is ararmed conflict

|

armed forces

armed neutrality

|

armistice

armoury

mory.)

arms control /ɑmz kən trəυl/
arms control

|

noun the control of the sale of weap-

ons by one country to another
arms race /ɑmz res/ noun competition between countries to buy
more and better weapons
army /ɑmi/ noun the part of a country’s armed forces which fights mainly
on land
article /ɑtk(ə)l/ noun 1. a section
of a legal agreement 쑗 See article 8 of
the constitution. 2. 왍 articles of association, articles of incorporation US
a document which regulates the way
in which a company’s affairs are managed
ASEAN abbreviation Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
Asquith /skwθ/, Herbert Henry
(1852–1928) His 1908–16 government introduced retirement pensions
and national insurance, and passed the
Parliament Act (1911) that restricted
arms race

army

article

ASEAN

Asquith

the power of the House of Lords to
veto bills
assembly /əsembli/ noun 1. a
group of elected people who have the
power to pass laws 2. a group of elected or appointed people who come together to discuss political issues and
make decisions, especially for a specific region 쑗 the assembly of the Organization of American States 왍 the
General Assembly of the United Nations the meeting of all the members
of the United Nations to discuss international problems, where each member state has one vote 3. the action of
coming together in a group for a meeting 쑗 the right of assembly
assemblyman
/əsemblimən/
noun in some countries, a member of
a group of people who come together
to discuss political problems or pass
laws
assembly member /əsembli
membə/, Assembly Member noun
a member of an elected or appointed
group of people who come together to
discuss political problems or pass
laws 쑗 a Welsh Assembly Member 쒁
assembly

|

assemblyman

|

assembly member

|

Member of the Welsh Assembly
Assembly of Deputies /ə sembli
əv depjυtiz/ noun the lower house of
Assembly of Deputies

|

the legislature in Romania

Assembly of the Republic /ə
Assembly of the Republic

sembli əv θə rpblk/ noun the legislature in Portugal
assemblywoman
/əsembli
wυmən/ noun in some countries, a
woman who is a member of a group of
people who come together to discuss
political problems or pass laws
assistant /əsst(ə)nt/ noun a person who helps someone else, especially a superior employee 쑗 The assistant
librarian is away on holiday.

|

|

assemblywoman

|

|

assistant

|

associate of the Crown Office
associate of the Crown Office

/ə səυsiet əv ð kraυn ɒfs/ noun an
|

official who is responsible for the administrative work of a court

Association of First Division
Civil Servants /ə səυsieʃ(ə)n əv
Association of First Division Civil Servants

|

f#st dv(ə)n sv(ə)l s#vənts/
noun a trade union representing the
|
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most important British civil servants.
Also called First Division Association. Abbr FDA. 쒁 Civil and Public
Services
Association,
Public
Services, Tax and Commerce Union
ASSR abbreviation Autonomous SoASSR

viet Socialist Republic

assumption /əsmpʃən/ noun 1.
assumption

|

something that is believed to be true
without proof 쑗 The assumption that
such people have a genuine choice of
schools for their children is false. 왍 on
the assumption that taking something as generally accepted 쑗 Such
cases have usually been decided on
the assumption that it is better for
young children to live with their mother. 2. the process of beginning to take
responsibility for something 왍 assumption of office the time when
someone starts a job 쑗 On his assumption of office, the premier arrested several of the ministers in the former government.
asylum /əsaləm/ noun the right of
someone to stay in a country that is not
their own when their own country has
treated them badly for political reasons 왍 to ask for (political) asylum to
ask to be allowed to remain in a foreign country because it would be dangerous to return to the home country
for political reasons
asylum seeker /əsaləm sikə/
noun someone who has left their own
country because they are in danger for
political reasons and asks to be allowed to stay in another country 왍 bogus asylum seeker someone who
comes to and asks to stay in another
country because economic conditions
are better rather than because of bad
treatment at home. 쒁 economic miasylum

|

asylum seeker

|

grant

Atlanticism
Atlanticism

/ətlntsz(ə)m/
|

noun a belief that western Europe and
the United States can gain political
and economic benefits from cooperation, especially in military matters
attaché /ətʃe/ noun a senior official in an embassy 쑗 a military attaché
쑗 a cultural attaché 쑗 The government
attaché

|

Atty. Gen.

ordered the commercial attaché to return home.
attack /ətk/ verb 1. to try to hurt or
harm someone 쑗 The security guard
was attacked by three men carrying
guns. 2. to criticise someone or something 쑗 MPs attacked the government
for not spending enough money on the
police. 쐽 noun 1. the act of trying to
hurt or harm someone 쑗 There has
been an increase in attacks on police
or in terrorist attacks on planes. 2.
criticism 쑗 The newspaper published
an attack on the government.
attack dog /ətk dɒ/ noun an aggressive supporter or spokesperson for
a politician or political party
attainder /ətendə/ noun formerly,
the method used to convict people of
treason by an act of parliament rather
than holding a trial
Attlee /tli/, Clement, 1st Earl Attlee (1883–1967) His postwar government (1945–51) was the first majority
Labour government and it introduced
the welfare state and granted independence to India (1947)
attorney
general
/ə t#ni
den(ə)rəl/ noun the chief law officer of the Australian Commonwealth or
one of its states or territories
Attorney-General
/ə t#ni
den(ə)rəl/ noun 1. in the United
Kingdom, one of the Law Officers, a
Member of Parliament and member of
the government, who advises government departments on legal problems
and decides if major criminal offences
should be tried 2. in a US state or in
the federal government, the head of legal affairs (NOTE: In the US Federal
attack

|

attack dog

|

attainder

|

Attlee

attorney general

|

Attorney-General

|

Government, the Attorney-General
is in charge of the Justice Department.)
COMMENT:

In the US Federal Government, the Attorney-General is in
charge of the Department of Justice.

attributable /ətrbjυtəb(ə)l/ adjective able to be reported as an offiattributable

|

cial statement of government policy
with the source of the report named
Atty. Gen. abbreviation Attorney
General
Atty. Gen.
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audience /ɔdiəns/ noun an inter-

authoritarianism /ɔ θɒrteəriən

audience

authoritarianism

view or discussion with an important
person 쑗 The Prime Minister has a
weekly audience of the Queen.
Audit Commission / ɔdt kə
mʃ(ə)n/ noun an independent body
in the UK which examines the accounts of local authorities and checks
for possible fraud and corruption
auditor-general
/ɔdtə
den(ə)rəl/ noun an officer of the
Australian government who makes
sure government expenditure is approved by law
Australian ballot /ɒ streliən
blət/ noun same as secret ballot
Australian Capital Territory /ɒ
streliən kpt(ə)l terətri/ noun
the region round the capital, Canberra,
which is not part of any of the states.
Abbr ACT
Australian
Democrats
/ɒ
streliən deməkrts/ noun in Australia, a political party that has held
power in the Australian upper house
for most of the time since 1977
Australian Labor Party /ɒ
streliən lebə pɑti/ noun in Australia, the principal political party of
the left and one of the two main political parties. Abbr ALP
autarchy /ɔtɑki/ noun the situation where a state has total power over
itself, and rules itself without outside
interference
autarky /ɔtɑki/ noun the situation
where a state can provide all it needs
without outside help
authorisation bill / ɔθərazeʃn
bl/ noun US in the US Congress, a
bill which permits the spending of
money on a project. It may also limit
the amount of money which can be
spent.
authoritarian /ɔ θɒrteəriən/ adjective exercising strict control 왍 authoritarian regime a government
which rules its people strictly and
does not allow anyone to oppose its
decisions

z(ə)m/ noun the theory that a government must rule its people strictly
authority /ɔθɒrti/ noun 1. the official power given to someone to do
something, the legal right to do something 쑗 He has no authority to act on
our behalf. 쑗 She was acting on the
authority of the Borough Treasurer. 쑗
On whose authority were these computers ordered? 2. the person or book
which has the best information 쑗 She
is an authority on the benefit system. 쑗
Erskine May is the authority on parliamentary procedure. 3. 왍 the authorities the government or people
who have legal power over something
쑗 The authorities are trying to put
down the riots. 쑗 The prison authorities have complained about the lack of
funding.
autocracy /ɔtɒkrəsi/ noun 1. rule
by a dictator 2. a country ruled by a
dictator
autocrat /ɔtəkrt/ noun (often as
criticism) a dictator, a ruler with total
personal power over the people he or
she rules
autocratic / ɔtəkrtk/ adjective
ruled by a dictator 쑗 The regime became too autocratic and was overthrown by a military coup.
autocratically / ɔtəkrtk(ə)li/
adverb like a dictator
autonomous /ɔtɒnəməs/ adjective a region which governs itself
within a larger political unit 쑗 an autonomous regional government 쑗 The
federation is formed of several autonomous republics.
autonomy /ɔtɒnəmi/ noun the
power of a region to govern itself
within a larger political unit 쑗 The separatists are demanding full autonomy
for their state. 쑗 The government has
granted the region a limited autonomy.
AV abbreviation alternative vote
axis /kss/ noun an association between several people, organisations,
or countries that is regarded as a centre of power or influence

Audit Commission

|

auditor-general

Australian ballot

|

Australian Capital Territory

|

Australian Democrats

|

Australian Labor Party

|

autarchy

autarky

authorisation bill

|

authoritarian

|

|

|

|

authority

|

autocracy

|

autocrat

autocratic

|

autocratically

|

autonomous

|

autonomy

|

AV

axis

|
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Axis /kss/ noun the military and
Axis

political alliance of Germany, Italy,
and, later, Japan that fought the Allies
in World War II
ayatollah / aətɒlə/ noun a Muslim
leader, especially in Iran
aye /a/ noun in the House of Commons, a vote for a motion. 쒁 content 왍
ayatollah

|

aye

Azapo

the Aye lobby, the Ayes lobby a room
in the House of Commons, through
which MPs pass if they are voting for
a motion 왍 the Ayes have it an announcement that a motion has been
passed
Azapo /əzpəυ/ noun a Socialist
political movement in South Africa
Azapo

|
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B
Baath /bɑθ/ noun a Socialist party
in several Arab countries, including
Iraq and Syria
Baathism /bɑθz(ə)m/ noun the
beliefs of the Baath party, combining
the elements of pan-Arabism, state
control, anti-Semitism and the cult of
an authoritarian ruler. Baathism was
found in Iraq until the overthrow of
Saddam Hussein in 2003, and still exists in Syria.
back /bk/ verb to support someone
or something 왍 to back a bill to support a Bill in Parliament
back bench / bk bentʃ/ adjective
referring to the seats behind the front
row in the House of Commons and the
MPs who occupy them 쑗 backbench
MPs
backbencher / bkbentʃə/ noun
an ordinary Member of Parliament
who does not sit on the front seats in
the House of Commons, and is not a
government minister or an Opposition
shadow minister. Also called backBaath

Baathism

back

back bench

backbencher

|

bench MP

back benches /bk bentʃz/ pluback benches

ral noun the rows of seats in the House

of Commons, behind the front row,
where the Members of Parliament
who are not government ministers and
not Opposition shadow ministers sit
back channel /bk tʃn(ə)l/
noun a way of passing sensitive information in politics or diplomacy that
avoids the usual procedures 쑗 They denied the existence of back-channel
contacts between the two countries 쑗
They uncovered an apparent back
channel (or attempted back channel)
using a businessman who had a relaback channel

tionship with a minister in their government.
background /bkraυnd/ noun 1.
past work or experience or family connections 쑗 Can you tell us something
of the candidate’s family background?
2. past details 쑗 She explained the
background to the claim. 쑗 The House
asked for details of the background to
the case. 쑗 I know the contractual situation as it stands now, but can you fill
in the background details?
backwoodsman /bkwυdzmən/
noun formerly, a hereditary peer in the
House of Lords who lived in the country, appeared only rarely in the House
and was regarded as having reactionary or eccentric opinions (informal)
balance of payments / bləns əv
pemənts/ noun the international financial position of a country, measured according to the level of imports
and exports
balance of power / bləns əv
paυə/ noun 1. a situation where two
powerful states, or groups of states,
are equal in power 쑗 The superpowers
have achieved a balance of power for
the last twenty years. 쑗 The rise of the
military government has threatened
the balance of power in the region. 2.
왍 to hold the balance of power (of a
small group) to be in a position where
no group has a majority and so effectively able to hold power by acting
with another small group 쑗 The balance of power is held by the small
Democratic Party. 쑗 Although the Liberals only have two seats on the council, they hold the balance of power because the other two parties have twenty seats each.
background

backwoodsman

balance of payments

balance of power
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/ bɔlkəna
zeʃ(ə)n/ noun the division of an area
into small political units that are often
opposed to each other
ballot /blət/ noun 1. an election
where people vote for someone by
marking a cross on a paper with a list
of names 2. an act of choosing someone by putting names in a box and
then taking one name out at random 쑗
In the House of Commons, private
members Bills are placed in order of
precedence by ballot. 쐽 verb 1. to take
a vote by ballot 쑗 The company is balloting for the post of president. 2. to
choose by ballot 쑗 MPs balloted for
Private Member’s Bills.
ballot box /blət bɒks/ noun the
box into which voting papers are put
ballot paper /blət pepə/ noun a
paper on which the voter marks a
cross to show for whom he or she
wants to vote
ballot-rigging /blət rŋ/ noun
1. an illegal attempt to manipulate the
votes in an election so that a specific
candidate or party wins 쑗 The electoral commission accused the government party of ballot-rigging. 2. an illegal attempt to miscount or lose voting
papers, so that a particular candidate
or party wins
bamboo
curtain
/bmbu
k#t(ə)n/ noun the imaginary barrier
that isolated China on ideological
grounds from Western countries after
the Communist revolution of 1949 until 1979
banana republic /bə nɑnə r
pblk/ noun a small country with an
economy that depends on the export of
a single product
bandwagon effect /bndwən
 fekt/ noun an increase in votes in a
election for a political party or candidate who has been ahead in the opinion polls. Compare boomerang effect
banishment /bnʃmənt/ noun
the fact of being ordered to leave a
country or region
Balkanisation

Balkanisation

|

ballot

ballot box

ballot paper

ballot-rigging

bamboo curtain

|

banana republic

|

bandwagon effect

|

banishment

|

bankruptcy

bank base rate / bŋk bes ret/
bank base rate

noun the basic rate of interest which a
bank charges
bank charter / bŋk tʃɑtə/ noun
the official government document allowing a banking company to be set
up
bank holiday / bŋk hɒlde/
noun in the UK, a day which is a public holiday when the banks are closed
bank charter

bank holiday

(NOTE: The American term is national holiday.)
Bank of England / bŋk əv
ŋlənd/ noun the central British bank,
Bank of England

owned by the state, which, together
with the Treasury, regulates the nation’s finances, and which since 1997
has almost complete independence to
set interest rates
COMMENT:

The Bank of England issues banknotes (which carry the signatures of its officials). It is the lender
of last resort to commercial banks and
puts into effect the general financial
policies of the government. The Governor of the Bank of England is appointed by the government.

bankrupt /bŋkrpt/ adjective,
noun referring to people that a court
bankrupt

has decided are incapable of paying
their debts and whose business is taken away from them 쑗 a bankrupt property developer 쑗 He was adjudicated
or declared bankrupt. 쑗 She went
bankrupt after two years in business. 쐽
noun someone who is bankrupt 왍 certificated bankrupt a bankrupt who
has been discharged from bankruptcy
with a certificate to show he or she
was not at fault 왍 discharged bankrupt a person who has been released
from being bankrupt 왍 undischarged
bankrupt a person who has been declared bankrupt and has not been released from that state 쐽 verb to make
someone become bankrupt 쑗 The recession bankrupted my father.
COMMENT:

A person who is bankrupt
cannot serve as a Member of Parliament, a Justice of the Peace, or a director of a limited company, and cannot sign a contract or borrow money.

bankruptcy /bŋkrptsi/ noun
bankruptcy

the state of being bankrupt

쑗

The re-

GovtPol.fm Page 20 Tuesday, July 13, 2004 7:51 PM

bankruptcy notice

cession has caused thousands of bankruptcies.
bankruptcy notice / bŋkrptsi
nəυts/ noun a notice warning someone that they will be declared incapable of paying their debts and have their
business taken away from them if they
fail to pay money owed
banner /bnə/ noun a piece of material on which a slogan or a political
or other statement is written and displayed or carried in a protest 쑗 The
demonstrators carried banners with
the words ‘Power to the People’.
bar /bɑ/ noun 1. the profession of a
barrister, or lawyer qualified to speak
in a higher court 왍 to be called to the
bar to pass examinations and fulfil
certain requirements to become a barrister 2. all barristers or lawyers qualified to speak in the higher courts 앳
the Bar 1. the profession of barrister
2. all barristers 앳 the Bar of the
House 1. a line across the floor of the
House of Commons, behind which
people who are not members can
stand to present petitions or to be
questioned 쑗 He appeared in person at
the Bar of the House. 2. a rail across
the floor of the House of Lords, behind which people who are not peers
can stand
bankruptcy notice

banner

bar

COMMENT: At the State Opening of
Parliament MPs go to the House of
Lords and stand behind the Bar of the
House to hear the Queen’s Speech.

baron /brən/, Baron noun 1. a
person of the lowest rank of nobility in
the British House of Lords, or a life
peer 2. also Baron a nobleman of various ranks in some European countries
baron

COMMENT: Life peers and peeresses
are barons and baronesses; barons
are directly addressed as ‘Lord’ followed by their family name. In some
European countries, Baron is used as
a form of address: so, Baron Smith is
addressed as ‘Lord Smith’, but Baron
Schmidt is addressed as ‘Baron
Schmidt’.

baroness /brənəs/ noun 1. the
wife of a person of the lowest rank of
nobility in the British House of Lords,
a woman of the lowest rank of nobility
baroness

20

in the British House of Lords, or a life
peeress 2. a noblewoman or the wife
of a nobleman of various ranks in
some European countries
COMMENT: A baroness would usually
be directly addressed as ‘Lady’ followed by her family name, though she
may be referred to as ‘Baroness’: Baroness Thatcher

baronet /brənət/ noun in the UK
baronet

, someone who has the title Sir and
whose right to this title can be passed
from father to son
COMMENT: Baronets are addressed as
‘Sir’, followed by the Christian name
and family name; their wives are addressed as ‘Lady’ followed by the family name (so Sir John Smith’s wife is
directly addressed as ‘Lady Smith’);
the title passes to the heir, but does
not qualify the holder for a seat in the
House of Lords. Baronets can be
Members of Parliament.

baronetcy / brənetsi/ noun a title
which can be passed from father to
son but does not qualify the holder for
a seat in the House of Lords
barony /brəni/ noun the title of a
person of the lowest rank of nobility in
the British House of Lords
barricade / brked/ noun an informal barrier set up to block a street
or passageway, especially by protestors 쐽 verb to block a street or passageway
Barroso /bərəυsəυ/, Jose Manuel
Durao (b. 1956) the president of the
European Commission (2004–)
basic industry / besk ndəstri/
noun an industry on which a country’s
economy depends
basic rate tax /besk ret tks/
noun the lowest rate of income tax
basics /besks/ plural noun 1. the
most important facts about something
2. the most essential things such as
food and heating 쑗 Their weekly income barely covers the basics. 앳 to
get back to basics 1. to start discussing the basic facts again 2. to return to traditional values
basis /bess/ noun 1. the point or
number from which calculations are
made 쑗 We have calculated the costs
baronetcy

|

barony

barricade

|

Barroso

|

basic industry

basic rate tax

basics

basis
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on the basis of a 6% price increase. 2.
the general terms of agreement or general principles on which something is
decided 쑗 We have three people working on a freelance basis. 왍 on a shortterm or long-term basis for a short or
long period 쑗 He has been appointed
on a short-term basis.
battlebus /bt(ə)lbs/ noun a bus
used by a candidate in an election
campaign to tour the constituency or
country (informal)
beat /bit/ verb to defeat someone in
an election 쑗 The main Opposition
party was beaten into third place in
the election.
battlebus

beat

belli

belli 쏡 casus belli
belligerency /bəldərənsi/ noun
belligerency

|

the state of being at war or of threatening to start a war
belligerent /bə ldərənt/ adjective
aggressive or at war with another
country 쑗 two belligerent states 쑗 The
UN will try to achieve a ceasefire between the belligerent parties. 쐽 noun a
country at war with another country 쑗
The UN tried to set up a meeting
where the belligerents could discuss
an exchange of prisoners.
bench /bentʃ/ noun a long seat for
several people, as found in the Houses
of Parliament. 쒁 back benches, front
belligerent

|

bench

benches, Opposition front bench
benefit /benft/ noun 1. money or
advantage gained from something 2. a
benefit

regular payment made to someone under a national or private insurance
scheme 쑗 She receives £50 a week as
unemployment benefit. 쑗 The sickness
benefit is paid monthly. 쑗 The insurance office sends out benefit cheques
each week.
benefit claim /benft klem/
noun a request for a benefit to be paid
benefit
tourism
/benft
tυərz(ə)m/ noun the practice of
moving from a poor country to a richer country to receive its health and social benefits
Benelux /benlks/ noun Belgium,
the Netherlands and Luxembourg
benefit claim

benefit tourism

Benelux

bilateral
/benθəm /,
Jeremy
(1748–1832) English philosopher
most famous as the founder of Utilitarianism (NOTE: [all senses]
Bentham

Bentham

Bentham’s Utilitarian principle that
laws should be made so as to
achieve the greatest happiness of
the greatest number of people has
been interpreted in many ways and
is often misunderstood.)
betray /btre/ verb 쑗 He betrayed
betray

|

the secret to the enemy. 왍 to betray
your country to give away your country’s secrets to an enemy
betting duty / betŋ djuti/, betting tax /betŋ tks / noun a tax
raised from gambling on horses and
dogs
Bharatiya Janata Party noun an
Indian political party that advocates
Hindu nationalism. Abbr BJP
bicameral / bakmərəl/ adjective
of a legislature or law-making body,
having two chambers or houses 쑗 The
United Kingdom has a bicameral system composed of the House of Commons and House of Lords. 쑗 The United States has a bicameral legislative
assembly, composed of the House of
Representatives and the Senate.
bicameralism
/ bakmərəl
z(ə)m/ noun a system of government
where there are two houses in the legislature or law-making body (NOTE:
betting duty

Bharatiya Janata Party

bicameral

|

bicameralism

|

|

The two
ferred to
Houses;
chamber

chambers are usually reas the Upper and Lower
systems with only one
are called unicameral.)
Big Ben / b ben/ noun a large bell
Big Ben

which strikes the hours in the Clock
Tower of the British Houses of Parliament
big
government
/ b
v(ə)nmənt/ noun government regarded disapprovingly as spending too
much and attempting to control too
many aspects of people’s lives
bilateral /balt(ə)rəl/ adjective
(of an activity or agreement) involving two parties or countries 쑗 The minister signed a bilateral trade agreebig government

bilateral

|
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쒁
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multilateral, trilateral, uni-

lateral
‘…the Federal Government will try to
negotiate with the US to find a bilateral
solution
for
the
dispute’
[Toronto Globe & Mail]

bilaterally / baltər(ə)li/ adverb
bilaterally

|

by the action of two parties or countries 쑗 The agreement was reached bilaterally.
bill /bl/ noun 1. the draft or first version of a new law which will be discussed in Parliament 쑗 The house is
discussing the Noise Prevention Bill. 쑗
The Finance Bill had its second reading yesterday. 쒁 Private Member’s
Bill, Private Bill, Public Bill 2. a
written paper which is a promise to
pay money 왍 bill of exchange a document which orders one person to pay
another person a sum of money 3. a
charge to be paid for work done 쑗 The
bill for cleaning up the beaches will be
very large. 쐽 verb to present a bill to
someone so that it can be paid
bill

COMMENT: A Bill passes through the
following stages in Parliament: First
Reading, Second Reading, Committee Stage, Report Stage and
Third Reading. The Bill goes through
these stages first in the House of
Commons and then in the House of
Lords. When all the stages have been
passed the Bill is given the Royal Assent and becomes law as an Act of
Parliament. In the USA, a Bill is introduced either in the House or in the
Senate. Any number of Senators may
jointly sponsor a single bill in the Senate; in the House of Representatives,
a maximum of 25 members may jointly sponsor a bill. After its introduction,
a bill is referred to a committee which
examines it in public hearings, then
passes it back for general debate in
the full House. The Bill is debated section by section in Second Reading
and after being passed by both House
and Senate is engrossed and sent to
the President for signature (or veto).

bill of attainder / bl əv ətendə/
bill of attainder

|

noun formerly, a way of punishing
people legally without holding a trial,
especially in cases of treason, by passing a law in parliament to convict and
sentence them

bill of indictment / bl əv n
bill of indictment

|

datmənt/ noun US 1. a draft of an
indictment which is examined by the
court, and when signed becomes an
indictment 2. a list of charges given to
a grand jury, asking them to indict the
accused
bill of rights / bl əv rats/ noun a
list of basic human rights guaranteed
in the law of a specific country
Bill of Rights / bl əv rats/ noun
1. an Act passed in 1689, restating the
rights of Parliament and people after
the Revolution of 1688 2. the first ten
amendments of the constitution of the
United States which refer to the rights
and privileges of the individual
binational /ba nʃ(ə)nəl/ adjective between two countries
binding precedent / bandŋ
presd(ə)nt/ noun the decision of a
higher court which has to be followed
by a judge in a lower court
biological
warfare
/ baə
lɒdk(ə)l wɔfeə/ noun the use of
biological material to cause disease
during war
bioterrorism /baəυ terərz(ə)m/
noun terrorist attacks involving the
use of biological or chemical weapons
bipartisan / bapɑtzn/ adjective accepted by the opposition as well
as by the government 쑗 a bipartisan
approach to the problem of municipal
finance 왍 a bipartisan foreign policy
a foreign policy agreed between the
Government and Opposition
bipartite /bapɑtat/ adjective
with two sides taking part 쑗 bipartite
talks
Bircher /b#tʃə/ noun a member of
the John Birch Society, a right-wing
political organisation in the United
States whose main purpose is fighting
Communism
Bishops’ Bench /bʃəps bentʃ /
noun the seats in the House of Lords
where the archbishops and bishops
who are members of the House of
Lords sit. The seats have arms unlike
the other seats. 쒁 Lords Spiritual
bill of rights

Bill of Rights

binational

|

binding precedent

biological warfare

bioterrorism

|

bipartisan

|

bipartite

|

Bircher

Bishops’ Bench
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bisque /bisk/ noun the absence of
bisque

an MP from the British House of
Commons which is allowed by a whip
BJP abbreviation Bharatiya Janata
Party
black economy / blk kɒnəmi/
noun work which is paid for in cash or
goods but not declared to the tax authorities
black list /blk lst/ noun a list of
persons, organisations or things which
are not approved of 쑗 the council is
drawing up a black list of suppliers
Black Panther / blk pnθə/
noun a member of a militant African
American political organisation opposed to white domination that was
active in the United States especially
in the late 1960s and early 1970s
Black Power / blk paυə/ noun a
movement formed by Black people in
the United States to encourage social
equality and pride in their racial identity
Black Rod / blk rɒd/ noun a
member of the Queen’s staff in the
British Houses of Parliament, who
performs ceremonial functions, particularly at the State Opening of Parliament. Also called Gentleman
BJP

black economy

|

black list

Black Panther

Black Power

Black Rod

Usher of the Black Rod
COMMENT: Like the Sergeant at Arms
in the Commons, Black Rod is responsible for keeping order in the House of
Lords. His best-known duty is to go
from the Lords to summon the Commons to attend the opening of Parliament and hear the Queen’s Speech.

Black Sash / blk sʃ/ noun origBlack Sash

inally an organisation of white women
campaigners against apartheid in
South Africa, now a multiracial organisation which promotes civil rights
Blair /bleə/, Tony (b. 1953) He was
elected Labour Party leader in 1994,
became prime minister in 1997 and
was the first Labour leader to be reelected, in 2001
Blairism /bleərz(ə)m/ noun the
political policies and style of government of Tony Blair, especially moderate and gradual social reform, prudent
Blair

Blairism

block vote

financial management, and tight control over the presentation of policy
blame /blem/ verb to say that someone has done something wrong or is
responsible for a mistake 쑗 The council chairman blamed the opposition
for not supporting the amendment. 쑗
The lack of fire equipment was blamed
by the coroner for the deaths. 쑗 The
spokesman blamed the closure of the
hospital on the lack of government
funds.
bloc /blɒk/ noun a group of countries
who co-operate as a result of having
the same political views 쑗 a power
bloc 쑗 the former Eastern bloc
block /blɒk/ verb to stop something
taking place 쑗 He used his casting vote
to block the motion. 쑗 The planning
committee blocked the plan to build a
motorway through the middle of the
town. 왍 to block a Bill to prevent a
Bill being discussed at a sitting of the
House of Commons, by objecting to it
formally
blockade /blɒked / noun an act of
preventing goods or people going into
or out of a place 쑗 the government
brought in goods by air to beat the
blockade 쑗 the enemy lifted the blockade of the port for two months to let in
emergency supplies 쐽 verb to prevent
goods or food or people going into or
coming out of a place 쑗 The town was
blockaded by the enemy navy.
blocked
currency
/ blɒkt
krənsi/ noun money which cannot
be taken out of a country because of
exchange controls
block grant / blɒk rɑnt/ noun
money granted by the central government to a local authority to add to
money received from rates or local
taxes. Also called Rate Support
blame

bloc

block

blockade

|

blocked currency

block grant

Grant

blocking minority /blɒkŋ ma
blocking minority

|

nɒrti/ noun a group who can veto a
proposal even though they are in a minority, as operates in some cases in the
EU Council of Ministers
block vote / blɒk vəυt/ noun a vote
by someone who is representing the
block vote
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wishes of a large number of people in
a particular organisation such as a
trade union
Bloquiste / blɒkist/ noun a member or supporter of the Bloc Québécois
blue /blu/ noun the colour traditionally used by the British Conservative
Party and other parties of the Right 왍 a
true-blue Tory a person who has
strongly Conservative views
Blue Book / blu bυk / noun a government publication with a blue cover,
e.g. the report of a Royal Commission
blue laws /blu lɔz/ plural noun
US laws relating to what can or cannot
be done on a Sunday
blue pencil / blu pensəl/ verb formerly, to cross out items from a newspaper or report which it was forbidden
to publish
Bn abbreviation baron
board /bɔd/ noun a group of people
who run an organisation, e.g. a company, trust or society 왍 board of directors a group of directors elected by
the shareholders to run a company 쑗
the government has two representatives on the board of the nationalized
industry 쑗 he sits on the board as a
representative of the bank 쑗 two directors were removed from the board at
the AGM 왍 board of management a
group of people who manage an organisation
Board of Deputies / bɔd əv
depjυtiz/ noun a body that represents the legal and political interests of
British Jews
Board of Trade / bɔd əv tred/
noun a British government department that regulates commerce and
promotes exports, part of the Department for Trade and Industry since
1970. 쒁 President of the Board of
Bloquiste

|

blue

Blue Book

blue laws

blue pencil

Bn

board

Board of Deputies

Board of Trade

Trade

body /bɒdi/ noun 1. an organisation
or group of people who work together
쑗 Parliament is an elected body. 쑗 The
governing body of the university has
to approve the plan to give the President a honorary degree. 쒁 non-debody

partmental public body 2. a large
amount of something 쑗 a growing
body of evidence 왍 body of opinion a
group of people who have the same
view about something 쑗 There is a
considerable body of opinion which
believes that capital punishment
should be reintroduced.
body politic / bɒdi pɒlətk / noun
all the people of a state considered as
a group
bollweevil /bɒlwivəl/ noun US a
senator or congressman from one of
the states of the Deep South (informal)
Bolshevik /bɒlʃəvk/ adjective 1.
referring to the main Communist party
in Russia at the time of the Revolution
of 1917 쑗 Lenin was the leader of the
Bolshevik Party. 2. Communist, usually referring to the Soviet Union (dated
informal ) 쐽 noun a member of a Communist Party, especially in the Soviet
Union, or someone with left-wing
views (dated informal)
body politic

bollweevil

Bolshevik

COMMENT: The word comes from the
Russian ‘bolshinstvo’, meaning majority, because this section of the Communist Party was in the majority at the
time of the Russian Revolution.

bolshevism /bɒlʃəvz(ə)m/ noun
bolshevism

the form of Communism supported by
Lenin
Bolshevism /bɒlʃəvz(ə)m/ noun
1. the beliefs of the Bolsheviks, especially the need for the overthrow of
capitalism 2. Communism or revolutionary socialism
bona fide / bəυnə fadi/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘in good faith’ 왍 a
bona fide offer an offer which is
made honestly or which can be trusted
bona fides / bəυnə fadiz/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘good faith’: evidence of honesty and good standing 쑗
Her bona fides was or were accepted
by the company.
bonded /bɒndd/ adjective held under restrictions
bondholder /bɒndhəυldə/ noun a
person who invests in government
stocks
boomerang effect /bumərŋ 
fekt/ noun a decline in votes in an
Bolshevism

bona fide

bona fides

bonded

bondholder

boomerang effect

|
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branch

election for a political party or candidate who has been ahead in the opinion polls. Compare bandwagon ef-

years. 쑗 The borough boundary is
marked by road signs.

fect

/ baυnd(ə)ri kəmʃ(ə)n/ noun the

booth /buð/ noun 쏡 polling booth
border /bɔdə/ noun the frontier bebooth

border

tween two countries 쑗 a border town 쑗
He was stopped by the border guards.
borough /brə/ noun a town which
has been given the right to have its
own council. 쒁 rotten borough 왍 borough architect, borough engineer,
borough treasurer the officials in
charge of the new buildings or machinery or finances of a borough
borough

COMMENT: A borough is an officially incorporated town, which has a charter
granted by Parliament. A borough is
run by an elected council, with a mayor as its official head. Most boroughs
are represented in Parliament by at
least one MP.

borough council / brə kaυnsəl/
borough council

noun the representatives elected to run
a borough
borough valuer / brə vljυə/
noun an official who estimates the
value of property, especially where the
owner is applying for a grant or where
the council is considering buying the
property
borrowing /bɒrəυŋ / noun the
practice of taking money from someone with their agreement and with the
intention of repaying it later 쑗 Government borrowing is set to increase. 왍
public sector borrowing requirement (PSBR) the amount of money
which a government has to borrow to
pay for its own spending
Boston Tea Party / bɒstən ti
pɑti/ noun a protest against taxes
imposed by Britain made by the citizens of Boston in 1773 that led to the
War of American Independence. The
protesters boarded three British ships
and threw their cargoes of tea overboard.
boundary /baυnd(ə)ri/, boundary
line /baυnd(ə)ri lan/ noun a line
marking the edge of an area of land, a
border or frontier 쑗 The boundary dispute dragged through the courts for
borough valuer

borrowing

Boston Tea Party

boundary

Boundary

Commission

Boundary Commission

|

committee which examines the area
and population of constituencies for
the House of Commons and recommends changes to make all Members
of Parliament represent roughly similar numbers of people
bounty /baυnti/ noun 1. a government payment or subsidy made to help
an industry 2. a payment made by
government to someone who has
saved lives or found treasure
bourgeois /bυəwɑ/ adjective 1.
middle class or referring to the class of
businessmen and professional people
2. used by Communists to criticise an
outlook which is traditional and conservative and opposed to communism
쑗 The Party is trying to reduce its
bourgeois image by promoting young
activists to the Central Committee. 쐽
noun a middle-class person
bourgeoisie /bυəwɑ zi/ noun the
middle class, usually the richer upper
levels of the middle class, formed of
businessmen and professional people
boycott /bɔkɒt/ noun a refusal to
buy or to deal in goods from a country
or company, used as a punishment 쑗
The union organised a boycott against
or of imported cars. 쐽 verb to refuse to
buy or to deal in goods from a country
or company, as a punishment 쑗 The
company’s products have been boycotted by the main department stores.
쑗 We are boycotting all imports from
that country. 왍 to boycott a meeting
to refuse to attend a meeting
bracket /brkt/ noun a group 왍 income bracket, tax bracket a level of
income where a percentage tax applies
쐽 verb to group together
branch /brɑntʃ/ noun 1. a local office of a bank or large business; a local
shop of a large chain of shops 쑗 The
bank or the store has branches in most
towns in the south of the country. 쑗
The insurance company has closed its
branches in South America. 쑗 He is
bounty

bourgeois

bourgeoisie

|

boycott

bracket

branch
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the manager of our local branch of
Lloyds bank. 쑗 We have decided to
open a branch office in Chicago. 쑗 The
manager of our branch in Lagos or of
our Lagos branch. 2. a section of government 쑗 The three branches of government are the executive, the legislature and the judiciary. 3. a part or separate section 쑗 The school welfare
service is a branch of the county education service. 쑗 The Law of Contract
and the Law of Tort are branches of
civil law.
branch
stacking
/brɑntʃ
stkŋ/ noun the practice of recruiting new members to a political party
with the aim of influencing the selection of new candidates for office
breach of confidence / britʃ əv
kɒnfd(ə)ns/ noun the act of revealing a secret which someone has told
you
breach of privilege / britʃ əv
prvld/ noun the act of doing
something that may harm the reputation or power of Parliament, e.g. by
speaking or writing in a defamatory
way about an MP or about Parliament
itself
branch stacking

breach of confidence

breach of privilege

COMMENT: Breaches of parliamentary
privilege can take the form of many
types of action; the commonest are
threats to MPs, or insulting language
about MPs; speaking in a rude way
about Parliament in public; wild behaviour in the public galleries; trying to
influence witnesses appearing before
parliamentary committees.

breach of the peace / britʃ əv ðə
breach of the peace

pis/ noun a disturbance which is
likely to annoy or frighten people
breach of trust / britʃ əv trst/
noun the failure of someone who has
undertaken to do a job on behalf of
someone else to perform that job honestly or effectively
break down / brek daυn/ verb 1.
to stop or fail 쑗 the negotiations between Iraq and USA broke down 2. to
show the details section by section 쑗
The trade figures are broken down
into visible and invisible exports.
break off / brek ɒf/ verb to stop 쑗
We broke off the discussion at midbreach of trust

break down

break off

26

night. 쑗 The government has broken
off negotiations with the insurgents. 왍
to break off diplomatic relations
with a country to recall the ambassador and close down the embassy in a
country
break out / brek aυt/ verb to start
suddenly 쑗 War broke out between the
ethnic groups in the region.
break up / brek p/ verb 1. to divide something large into small sections 쑗 The company was broken up
and separate divisions sold off. 2. to
come to an end or to make something
come to an end 쑗 The meeting broke
up at 12.30. 쑗 The police broke up the
protest meeting.
bribe /brab/ noun money offered to
someone to get them to do something
to help you, especially something dishonest 쑗 The minister was accused of
taking bribes. 쐽 verb to give someone
money to get them to help you, especially by doing something dishonest 쑗
He bribed a senior official to get the
import licence.
bribery /brab(ə)ri/ noun the crime
of paying someone money to get them
to do something to help you, especially by doing something dishonest 쑗
Bribery in the security warehouse is
impossible to stamp out.
brief /brif/ verb to explain something to someone in detail 쑗 The superintendent briefed the press on the
progress of the investigation. 왍 to
brief a minister, officer to give a minister or officer all the details of the
case which he will argue in Parliament
or on TV or in committee
briefing /brifŋ / noun an occasion
when someone is given information
about something 쑗 All the Whitehall
journalists attended a briefing given
by the minister.
briefing papers /brifŋ pepəz/
plural noun documents prepared by
officials for a Minister to study
bring down / brŋ daυn/ verb to
make a government lose power 쑗 The
government was brought down by the
scandal.
break out

break up

bribe

bribery

brief

briefing

briefing papers

bring down
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bring forward / brŋ fɔwəd/ verb
bring forward

to move something to an earlier date 쑗
The date of the hearing has been
brought forward to March.
bring up / brŋ p/ verb to refer to
something for the first time 쑗 The
chairman brought up the question of
corruption in the police force.
brinkmanship
/brŋksmənʃp/
noun especially in international relations, the practice of allowing a dispute to come close to war in the hope
of forcing the opposition to agree to a
proposal
Brit /brt/ noun a British person
bring up

brinkmanship

Brit

(informal)
Britain /brt(ə)n/, Great Britain
noun the country formed of the isBritain

lands off the north coast of Europe
(NOTE: Britain is formed of England,
Wales and Scotland; together with
Northern Ireland it forms the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.)
British /brtʃ/ adjective referring
to Britain or Great Britain 쐽 noun the
British

people who live in Britain or are citizens of Britain living abroad 왍 the
British the inhabitants or citizens of
Britain
British Isles / brtʃ alz / noun the
group of islands off the north coast of
Europe, consisting of the United
Kingdom (England, Wales, Scotland
and Northern Ireland) the Republic of
Ireland, the Channel Islands and the
Isle of Man
British Isles

British

British Standards Institute

Standards

Institute

/ brtʃ stndədz nsttjut/ noun

an official body which makes rules
about standards of quality and safety
Briton /brt(ə)n/ noun a British person
budget /bdt/ noun a plan of expected spending and income, usually
for a period of one year, e.g. the plan
made by a government’s finance minister 왍 the Budget the annual plan of
taxes and government spending proposed by a finance minister 왍 the
Budget statement a speech by a
Chancellor of the Exchequer presentBriton

budget

buffer

ing his budget to Parliament 쑗 the minister put forward a budget aimed at
slowing down the economy 쑗 the
Chancellor began his budget statement at 3.30 쑗 the budget debate or the
debate on the budget lasted for two
days 왍 to balance the budget to plan
income and expenditure so that they
balance 쑗 the president is planning for
a balanced budget 쐽 verb to make
plans of expected spending and income 쑗 The council is budgeting for a
25% increase in expenditure on roads.
‘…the council could refuse to set a legal
budget which would result in its being
unable to borrow money and pay its employees’ [Local Government News]

budgetary /bdt(ə)ri/ adjective
budgetary

referring to a budget

budgetary control / bdt(ə)ri
budgetary control

kəntrəυl/ noun the process of keeping a check on spending
budgetary policy / bdt(ə)ri
pɒlsi/ noun the policy of planning
income and spending
|

budgetary policy

budgetary

requirements

budgetary requirements

/ bdt(ə)ri rkwaəməntz/ plural
noun the spending or income needed
|

by the government’s plans
Budget box / bdt bɒks/ noun an
old red case in which the Chancellor
of the Exchequer traditionally carried
the Budget papers to Parliament on the
day he announced the budget for the
next year. 쒁 despatch box
budget deficit /bdt defst/
noun the amount by which what a
government spends is more than what
it receives in tax and other income
budgeting / bdtŋ/ noun the activity of preparing plans about spending and income
budget
variance
/ bdt
veəriəns/ noun the difference between the plans made in a budget and
what the actual spending and income
is
buffer /bfə/ noun a country or area
of land between two countries which
prevents them attacking one another 쑗
The UN tried to establish a buffer zone
between the two warring factions. 쑗
Budget box

budget deficit

budgeting

budget variance

buffer
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The small country found it had become a buffer state between the two
belligerents.
buffer state /bfə stet/ noun a
small neutral state that is between two
potentially hostile countries and therefore reduces the risk of conflict between them
building permit /bldŋ p#mt/
noun an official document which allows someone to build on a piece of
land
bully pulpit /bυli pυlpt / noun a
position of authority that gives the
holder the opportunity of a wide audience for his or her views, e.g. a political office
Bundesbank /bυndəzbŋk/ noun
the German Central Bank
Bundesrat /bυndəzrɑt/ noun 1.
the upper house of the legislature in
Austria and Germany 2. the federal
council in Switzerland, similar to a
cabinet
Bundestag /bυndəztɑ/ noun the
lower house of legislature in Germany
bureau /bjυərəυ/ noun 1. an office
that provides a particular service 쑗 a
legal advice bureau 쑗 an employment
bureau 2. a government office or
agency 3. mainly US a government
department 쑗 the European Affairs
Bureau 쒁 Politburo (NOTE: The plural
is bureaux.) 왍 the Bureau Same as
FBI 4. an organisation that collects
news
bureaucracy /bjυərɒkrəsi/ noun
1. the group of civil servants or officials who run central or local government 쑗 The investigation of complaints is in the hands of the local bureaucracy. 쑗 The new president found
it difficult to change the way the bureaucracy worked. 2. an annoying and
puzzling system of rules (informal) 쑗
too much bureaucracy and red tape
bureaucrat / bjυərəkrt/ noun
someone who works in a government
or official office (often disapproving)
쑗 The bureaucrats in the state capital
are well-known for the slowness of
their decision-making.
buffer state

building permit

bully pulpit

Bundesbank

Bundesrat

Bundestag

bureau

bureaucracy

|

bureaucrat

bureaucratic / bjυərəkrtk/ adjective referring to a bureaucracy or to
bureaucrats (often disapproving) 쑗
bureaucratic

|

You have to follow the correct bureaucratic procedures. 쑗 The investigation
has been held up by bureaucratic
muddle.
burgermeister
/b#əmastə/
noun the mayor of a German town
burgh /brə/ noun a Scottish borough or town
burgher /b#ə/ noun a person who
lives in a borough or town
burgomaster /b#əmɑstə / noun
the mayor of a Dutch or Flemish town
Burke, Edmund /b#k/ noun the
Irish politician and writer (1729–97),
whose ideas are often said to sum up
traditional conservatism best (NOTE:
burgermeister

burgh

burgher

burgomaster

Burke, Edmund

Burke’s theory of representation is
still quoted in the modern world. He
believed that an MP should work for
all his constituents, not just those
who voted for him, and that the MP
should decide for himself how to vote
without referring back to seek the
views of his constituents.)
Bush /bυʃ/, George W. (b. 1946) the
Bush

43rd president of the United States
(2001–)
business /bzns/ noun 1. the work
of making, buying or selling 2. a company, shop or factory which makes,
buys or sells things 쑗 He owns a small
car repair business. 쑗 She runs a business from her home. 쑗 He set up in
business as an insurance broker. 3.
things that are discussed in a meeting
쑗 The main business of the meeting
was finished by 3 p.m. 왍 any other
business item at the end of an agenda,
where any matter can be raised. Abbr
AOB 왍 the business of the House, the
business of the day matters for discussion in the House of Commons on
a particular day
business committee / bzns kə
mti/ noun a committee set up by the
House of Commons to discuss the details of how the work of the House of
Commons is to be organised
business

business committee

|
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business rate /bzns ret/ noun a
business rate

local tax paid by businesses in the UK
business ratepayer / bznəs
retpeə/ noun a business which pays
local taxes on a shop or factory
Butskellism /btskəlz(ə)m/ noun
the relatively similar policies of the
Conservative and Labour parties in the
United Kingdom in the 1950s, when
R. A. Butler and Hugh Gaitskell were
the chancellors of the two parties
when in power.
by-election /ba  lekʃən/ noun an
election for Parliament or for a council
in one constituency or ward held because of the death or retirement of the
person first elected
business ratepayer

Butskellism

by-election

|

Byzantine

bylaw /ba lɔ/, byelaw, by-law,
bylaw

bye-law noun a rule or law made by a
local authority or public body and not
by central government 쑗 The bylaws
forbid playing ball games in the public gardens. 쑗 According to the local
bylaws, noise must be limited in the
town centre.
COMMENT:

Bylaws must be made by
bodies which have been authorized by
Parliament, before they can become
legally effective.

Byzantine /baznatn/ adjective
Byzantine

|

too complicated to be easily understood 쑗 It is difficult to follow the Byzantine discussions between the two
countries about the boundary dispute.
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C
CA abbreviation consular agent
CAB / si e bi, kb/, CABX abCA

breviation Citizens’ Advice Bureau or
Bureaux
cabal /kəbɑl/ noun a small group
of politicians who plan action in secret
to get power or advantage
cabinet /kbnət/ noun Cabinet 1.
a committee formed of the most important members of the government,
chosen by the Prime Minister or President to be in charge of the main government departments 쑗 Cabinet meetings are held in the Cabinet room. 쑗
The Cabinet meets on Thursday mornings. 쑗 The Prime Minister held a
meeting of the Cabinet yesterday. 쒁 inner cabinet, kitchen cabinet 2. a
meeting of the Cabinet 쑗 The Prime
Minister held a Cabinet yesterday. 쑗
The decision was taken at Thursday’s
Cabinet.
Cabinet Committee /kbnət kə
mti/ noun one of a number of committees which are formed from Cabinet ministers, junior ministers or civil
servants, who advise the Cabinet and
Prime Minister on certain matters
Cabinet government / kbnət
v(ə)nmənt/ noun a form of government where a Prime Minister or
President works closely with a group
of ministers
cabal

|

cabinet

Cabinet Committee

|

Cabinet government

COMMENT: In most forms of Cabinet
government (as in the UK), the Prime
Minister or President chooses the
members of his Cabinet and can dismiss them if necessary. In some countries, MPs of the ruling party elect the
members of the Cabinet, with the result that the Prime Minister has less
overall power over the decisions of the
Cabinet, and cannot dismiss ministers
easily.

Cabinet
Minister / kbnət
mnstə/ noun a minister who is a
member of the Cabinet
Cabinet Office / kbnət ɒfs/
noun the section of the British Civil
Service which works for the Prime
Minister and the Cabinet
Cabinet Secretary / kbnət
sekrətri/ noun the head of the Cabinet Office and of the British Civil
Service, who attends Cabinet meetings. Also called Secretary to the
Cabinet
cadre /kɑdə/ noun an active member or group of key members of a party, especially a Marxist party
calendar /klndə/ noun 1. a book
or set of sheets of paper showing the
days and months in a year, often attached to pictures 2. a list of events
with the dates on which they will take
place 3. US a list of Bills for consideration by committees of the House of
Representatives or the Senate
Cabinet Minister

CAB

Cabinet Office

Cabinet Secretary

cadre

calendar

COMMENT: The Senate has only one
calendar, but the House of Representatives has several: the Consent Calendar for uncontroversial bills; the
Discharge Calendar for motions to
discharge a committee of its responsibility for a bill; the House Calendar for
bills which do not involve raising revenue or spending money; and the Union Calendar for bills which raise revenue or appropriate money for expenditure.

calendar Wednesday / klndə
wenzde/ noun the day of the week
when the House of Representatives
can consider bills from committees
during a short debate
call for /kɔl fɔ/ verb to ask publicly for something, or say that somecalendar Wednesday

call for
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thing is necessary 쑗 The Opposition
called for the Minister’s resignation.
call in / kɔl n/ verb 1. to visit for a
short time 쑗 The MPs called in to a
shopping centre on their campaign
trail. 2. to ask someone to come to
help 쑗 The Department of Trade decided to call in the Fraud Squad to
help in the investigation. 3. to ask for
plans to be sent for examination 쑗 The
minister has called in the plans for the
new supermarket. 4. to ask for money
to be paid 쑗 The Central banks have
called in the country’s debts.
call off / kɔl ɒf/ verb to ask for
something not to take place or not to
continue 쑗 The search for the missing
children has been called off. 쑗 The visit was called off because the Foreign
Minister was ill.
call on /kɔl ɒn/ verb 1. to visit
someone 쑗 The visiting Swedish Foreign Minister called on the President
yesterday for talks. 2. to ask someone
to do something 쑗 The minister called
on community leaders to help prevent
street crime.
camarilla / kmərlə/ noun a small
group of advisers, especially a group
privately advising an important person
camera /km(ə)rə/ 쏡 in camera
campaign /kmpen/ noun 1. a
planned method of working to achieve
something 쑗 The government has
launched a campaign against drunken
drivers. 2. the work of candidates before an election when they try to win
votes 쐽 verb 1. to try to change something by writing about it or by holding
protest meetings or by lobbying Members of Parliament 쑗 They are campaigning for the abolition of the death
penalty. or They are campaigning
against the death penalty. 쑗 She is
campaigning for the reintroduction of
the death penalty. 쑗 He is campaigning for a revision of the Official Secrets Act. 2. to try to get people to vote
for you in an election 쑗 She is campaigning on the issue of more money
for the school system. 쑗 He had been
campaigning all day from the top of a
bus.
call in

call off

call on

camarilla

|

camera

campaign

|

canton

campaigner /kmpenə/ noun a
person who is campaigning for a party
or for a candidate or for a cause 쑗 He
is an experienced political campaigner. 쑗 She is a campaigner for women’s
rights.
campaign trail /kmpen trel/
noun a series of meetings or visits
which are held by a candidate before
an election in order to win votes 쑗 She
is out on the campaign trail again this
week.
Camp David / kmp devd/ noun
the official country home of the Presidents of the United States
camp follower / kmp fɒləυə/
noun a person who supports a party or
leader for selfish reasons (disapprovcampaigner

|

campaign trail

|

Camp David

camp follower

ing)
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms

Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms noun a statement of
the fundamental rights and freedoms
of Canadian citizens that forms part of
the Constitution Act, 1982
cancel /knsəl/ verb to stop or call
off something
cancellation clause / knsə
leʃ(ə)n klɔz/ noun a clause in a
contract which states when the contract may be brought to an end
candidacy /knddəsi/, candidature /knddətʃə/ noun the fact of
taking part in an election 쑗 The Senator has announced his candidacy for
the Presidential election.
candidate /knddet/ noun 1.
someone who takes part in an election
쑗 the Conservative or Labour or Liberal candidate (NOTE: Candidates for
cancel

cancellation clause

|

candidacy

candidate

election to Parliament must be British citizens over 21 years of age.) 2.

someone or something that is assessed
for their suitability for something 쑗 We
interviewed ten candidates for the
post of communications officer. 쑗 The
hotel is one of the main candidates for
the conference location.
canton /kntɒn/ noun one of the
22 official regions into which Switzerland and some other countries are divided
canton
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canvass /knvəs/ verb to visit people to ask them to vote for a certain
candidate or to say what they think 쑗
Party workers are out canvassing voters. 왍 to canvass support to ask people to support you 쑗 She is canvassing
support for his Bill among members of
the Opposition
canvasser /knvəsə/ noun a person who visits people to ask them to
vote for a certain candidate or to say
what they think
canvassing /knvəsŋ/ noun the
action of asking people to vote for
some party or candidate, or to say
what they think
CAP abbreviation Common Agricultural Policy
capita /kptə/ 쏡 per capita
capital /kpt(ə)l/ noun 1. money
and property used in a business 2. 쏡
canvass

canvasser

canvassing

CAP

capita

capital

capital city

capital city / kpt(ə)l sti/ noun
capital city

the main town in a country, where the
government and parliament are usually found
capital crime / kpt(ə)l kram/
noun a crime for which the punishment is death. Also called capital ofcapital crime

fence

capital gains / kpt (ə)l enz/
capital gains

noun money made by selling property
or shares at a profit
capital gains tax / kpt(ə)l
enz tks/ noun a tax paid on capital gains
capitalism /kpt(ə)lz(ə)m/ noun
1. the belief in the economic system
based on the private ownership of
money and property used to create
profits 2. the economic system, where
money and property are owned privately and businesses are run for profit
by their owners rather than by the state
capitalist /kpt(ə)lst/ noun a
person who owns money and property
and uses them to make profits (somecapital gains tax

capitalism

capitalist

times

disapproving)

쐽

adjective

based on capitalism as an economic
system 왍 capitalist countries countries, mainly in the West, whose economies are run on capitalist principles 왍

the capitalist system all capitalist
countries working together
capitalistic / kptəlstk/ adjective similar to capitalism (disapprovcapitalistic

|

ing)

capital levy / kpt(ə)l levi/ noun
capital levy

a tax on the value of a person’s property and possessions
capital transfer tax / kpt(ə)l
trnsf# tks/ noun a tax paid
when property or large sums of money
are given by one person to another
Capitol /kpt(ə)l/ noun the building in Washington, D.C., where the
US Senate and House of Representatives meet
Capitol Hill / kpt(ə)l hl/ noun a
hill in Washington D.C., on which the
Capitol building stands, together with
other important government buildings
왍 on Capitol Hill, on the Hill in the
US Senate or House of Representatives 쑗 The feeling on Capitol Hill is
that the President will veto the proposal.
capital transfer tax

Capitol

Capitol Hill

Captain of the Honourable
Corps of Gentleman-at-Arms
Captain of the Honourable Corps of Gentleman-at-Arms

/ kptn əv ð ɒn(ə)rəb(ə)l kɔ
dent(ə)lmən ət ɑmz/ noun in the

House of Lords, the Government
Chief Whip. 쒁 Parliamentary Secre-

tary to the Treasury
capture /kptʃə/ verb to take or get
capture

control of something 쑗 The Opposition captured six seats in the general
election.
card vote /kɑd vəυt/ noun a vote
taken at meetings of the Trades Union
Congress, where union representatives vote on behalf of the members of
their union by holding up a card showing the number of members they are
representing
care order /keə ɔdə / noun an order from a juvenile court, putting a
child into the care of a local authority
care proceedings /keə prə
sidŋz/ plural noun legal action to
put a child into the care of someone
caretaker /keətekə/ adjective
temporarily responsible for a job or
activity
card vote

care order

care proceedings

|

caretaker
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caretaker
caretaker government

government

/ keətekə v(ə)nmənt/ noun a

government that is in power temporarily until an election is held
CARICOM /krikɒm / abbreviation
Caribbean Community and Common
Market
carousel retaliation / krəsel r
tlieʃ(ə)n/ noun in a trade dispute,
especially between the United States
and the European Union, the imposition of high import tariffs on a list of
imports that is changed regularly to
widen the effect
carpetbagger /kɑpt bə/ noun
US a person from one part of a country who goes to another part of that
country where he or she is unknown to
try to get elected (informal)
carpetbagging /kɑrpət bŋ/
noun US the activity of a person going
from one part of a country to another
part where he or she is unknown to try
to get elected (informal)
carry /kri/ verb 1. to take something from one place to another 왍 carrying offensive weapons the offence
of holding a weapon or something
such as a bottle which could be used as
a weapon 2. to vote to approve a proposal 왍 the motion was carried a formal suggestion to do something was
agreed when the majority of people
voting supported it 3. to keep the support of someone 왍 the government
carried the day the government won
the vote 왍 he was not able to carry
his supporters with him his supporters voted against him 4. (of a crime) to
be punished with a particular form of
punishment 쑗 The offence carries a
maximum sentence of two years’ imprisonment. 5. to publish or broadcast
news 쑗 The newspapers and television
bulletins carried the story for a week.
6. to display information 쑗 All cigarette packets and adverts carry a government health warning, 7. to have
something as a quality 쑗 The policy
carries the risk that older people will
feel it doesn’t meet their needs. 8. to
accept responsibility for something 쑗
The school must carry part of the
CARICOM

carousel retaliation

|

carpetbagger

|

carpetbagging

|

carry

|

caste

blame for the accident. 9. US to win
an election in a particular place 쑗 The
Democrats are expected to carry the
state again. 앳 to carry conviction to
be considered certain or true 쑗 His assurances do not carry conviction.
carry forward / kri fɔwəd/ verb
to continue to make progress with
something 쑗 carrying forward policies
to support families
carry out / kri aυt/ verb to do a
job, or obey an order 쑗 The police carried out the raid with great speed. 쑗
The agent was only carrying out orders.
carry through /kri θru/ verb to
do something that it was planned to do
쑗 The government carried through reforms to the House of Lords.
carte blanche / kɑt blɑntʃ/
French phrase meaning ‘white card’:
permission given by someone to another person, allowing him or her to
act in any way necessary to achieve
something 쑗 He has carte blanche to
act on behalf of the government or The
government has given him carte
blanche to act on its behalf.
cartel /kɑtel/ noun an alliance
among parties or groups having common aims 쑗 the oil cartel
cartelise /kɑtelaz/ verb to form a
cartel of business companies or political groups
case /kes/ noun 1. a question to be
investigated by the police or to be decided in a law court 2. the arguments
or facts put forward by one side in a
debate or law court 쑗 The proposer of
the motion put forward a very strong
case for repealing the statute. 쑗 The
government’s case is particularly
weak. 쑗 There is a strong case against
the accused.
case law /kes lɔ/ noun law as established by the decisions of courts in
earlier cases
cast /kɑst/ verb 왍 to cast a vote to
vote 쑗 Fewer than 50% of the population bothered to cast their votes.
caste /kɑst/ noun one of the hereditary divisions in a Hindu society
carry forward

carry out

carry through

carte blanche

cartel

|

cartelise

|

case

case law

cast

caste
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where social classes were formerly
strictly divided
casting vote / kɑstŋ vəυt/ noun
a vote used by the chairman in a case
where the votes for and against a proposal are equal 쑗 The chairman has a
casting vote. 쑗 He used his casting
vote to block the motion.
casual
vacancy
/ kuəl
vekənsi/ noun a position on a committee which is empty and needs to be
filled temporarily until the next full
committee elections take place
casus belli / kɑzəs beli/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘case for war’: a reason which is used to explain why a
country has gone to war
catch /ktʃ/ verb 왍 to catch the
Speaker’s eye (of an MP) to stand up
to show the Speaker a wish to speak in
a debate
caucus /kɔkəs/ noun 1. a group of
people in a political party, or a political assembly who meet to influence
policy or choose a candidate 2. US a
meeting of powerful members of a political party particularly in the US
Congress (NOTE: The plural is caucasting vote

casual vacancy

casus belli

catch

caucus

cuses.)

caudillo noun (in Spanish-speaking countries) a military or political

leader

cause list /kɔz lst/ noun a list of
cases which are to be heard by a court
CBI /)/ abbreviation Confederation of
British Industry
Cd abbreviation command (paper)
CD / sidi/ abbreviation Corps
Diplomatique
ceasefire /sisfaə/ noun an agreement by two sides in a war to stop
fighting for a time 쑗 A ceasefire is due
to come into effect. 쑗 Both sides have
observed the ceasefire.
cede /sid/ verb to pass possession of
territory from one country to another 쑗
The Philippines were ceded to the
USA by Spain in 1898. 쒁 cession
CEHR abbreviation Commission for
Equality and Human Rights
cause list

CBI

Cd

CD

|

cede

CEHR

cell /sel/ noun a small group of people who work closely or secretly together within a larger organisation, especially a political organisation
censor /sensə/ noun 1. in some
countries, an official whose job is to
say whether books, films or television
programmes are acceptable and can be
published or shown to the public 쑗 The
film was cut or was banned or was
passed by the censor. 2. in some countries, an official whose duty is to prevent the publishing of secret information or of information which may be
harmful to the government 쑗 All press
reports have to be passed by the censor. 쐽 verb to perform the work of censors 쑗 All press reports are censored
by the government. 쑗 The news of the
riots was censored. 쑗 The TV report
has been censored and only parts of it
can be shown.
censorship /sensəʃp/ noun the
act of censoring published or broadcast material 쑗 TV reporters complained of government censorship. 쑗
The government has imposed strict
press censorship or censorship of the
press. (NOTE: no plural)
censure /senʃə/ noun strong criticism 왍 motion of censure, censure
motion a proposal from the Opposition to pass a vote to criticise the government 쐽 verb to criticise someone
strongly 쑗 The Opposition put forward
a motion to censure the Government. 쑗
The Borough Architect was censured
for failing to consult the engineers.
central bank / sentrəl bŋk/ noun
the main government-controlled bank
in a country, which sets interest rates
and issues currency and tries to control the foreign exchange rate
Central Committee / sentrəl kə
mti/ noun in a Communist party, the
group responsible for party policy
central government / sentrəl
v(ə)nmənt/ noun the system of
administration which operates nationally and deals with matters affecting
the whole country, as opposed to local
or regional government, which deal
cell

censor

censorship

censure

caudillo

ceasefire
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central bank

Central Committee

|

central government
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CGS

with matters which concern only some
parts of the country

conservative (right) parties in the middle years of the twentieth century.
Some commentators say the old divisions of left and right are less and less
relevant in the modern world, but they
continue to be used.

Central Intelligence Agency
Central Intelligence Agency

/ sentrəl nteld(ə)ns ed(ə)nsi/
noun US the main government intelligence office in the USA. Abbr CIA
(NOTE: The equivalent UK organisations are MI5 and MI6.)
centralisation
/sentrəla
zeʃ(ə)n/, centralization noun a po|

centralisation

|

litical movement which aims to move
towards a situation by which as many
government activities as possible take
place in one place rather than in many
places
centralise /sentrəlaz/, centralize
verb to try to achieve control of something from one point rather than many
points 쑗 The gathering of all personal
records has been centralised in the
headquarters of the Department of
Health.
centralism /sentrəlz(ə)m/ noun a
political system where decisions are
taken by a central group of people
centre /sentə/ noun 1. the position
occupied by parties or people in the
middle of the range of political ideas 쑗
The Liberal Democrats in the UK are
often thought to be in the centre.
centralise

centralism

centre

(NOTE: The US spelling is center.) 왍

left of centre tending towards socialism 왍 right of centre tending towards
conservatism 쑗 a left-of-centre political group 쑗 The Cabinet was formed
mainly of right-of-centre supporters of
the Prime Minister. 2. an important
town 쑗 an industrial centre 쑗 the centre for the shoe industry (NOTE: The
US spelling is center.) 3. an office
(NOTE: The US spelling is center.) 쐽
1. a place where people can go for information or advice 2. a building used

for a particular activity 쑗 a sports centre 쑗 an out-of-town shopping centre 쑗
a conference centre
COMMENT: The division of political parties and political ideas into left, right
and centre dates from the French
Revolution when deputies in the National Assembly sat on the left or right
of the chamber according to their
views. It was easiest to apply these labels when socialist (left) parties faced

Centrelink /sentəlŋk/ noun an
Centrelink

Australian government agency that offers to the public services such as advice on finding employment and eligibility for social security payments
centrism /sentrz(ə)m/ noun support for moderate political or other
views
centrist /sentrst/ adjective referring to the centre in politics 쑗 The
group advocates a return to centrist
politics. 쐽 noun a person who is in favour of the centre in politics
ceremonial / serməυniəl/ adjective referring to a ceremony 쑗 ceremonial robes 쑗 a ceremonial procession.
쐽 noun official ceremonies 쑗 The book
lays out the rules for court ceremonial. 쑗 There is a lot of historic ceremonial attached to the job of Lord Mayor.
ceremony /serməni/ noun an official occasion, e.g. the State Opening
of Parliament 쑗 The mayor presided at
the ceremony to open the new council
offices. 쑗 Special police were present
at ceremonies to mark the National
Day.
certificated /sətfketd/ adjective given official permission or approval
certificated
bankrupt
/sə
tfketd bŋkrpt/ noun someone who owed money and who has
been given an official document to
show that he or she is no longer bankrupt
cession /seʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of
giving possession of a piece of land by
one country to another 쑗 the cession of
the Philippines to the USA in 1898
CG / si di/ abbreviation Consul
General
CGBR abbreviation Central Government Borrowing Requirement
CGS abbreviation Chief of General
Staff
centrism

centrist

ceremonial

|

ceremony

certificated

|

certificated bankrupt

|

cession

CG

CGBR

CGS
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CGT

CGT abbreviation capital gains tax
chad /tʃd/ noun a piece removed
CGT

chad

from a ballot paper in order to register
a vote for a candidate
chair /tʃeə/ noun the position of the
person who is in charge of a meeting 쑗
to be in the chair 쑗 He was voted into
the chair. 쑗 She is Chair of the Finance
Committee. 쑗 This can be done by the
Chair’s action and confirmed later.
chair

(NOTE: The word chair is now often
used instead of chairman or chairwoman, as it avoids making an unnecessary distinction between men
and women.) 쐽 verb to be in charge of

a meeting 쑗 The meeting was chaired
by Mrs Smith.
chairman /tʃeəmən/ noun 1. a person who is in charge of a meeting 쑗 Mr
Howard was chairman or acted as
chairman. 2. a person who is in charge
of the board meetings of a company 쑗
the chairman of the board or the company chairman
chairman

Chairman of Ways and Means
Chairman of Ways and Means

/ tʃeəmən əv wez ən minz/ noun

the person elected at the beginning of
Parliament to be in charge of the Committee of the Whole House, who also
acts as Deputy Speaker (NOTE: The title comes from a former committee
of the House of Commons that used
to consider the ’ways and means’
that Government would use to raise
revenue.)
chairmanship /tʃeəmənʃp/ noun
chairmanship

the position of being in charge of a
meeting 왍 the committee met under
the chairmanship of Mr Jones Mr
Jones chaired the meeting of the committee
chairperson /tʃeəp#s(ə)n/ noun
the person who is in charge of a meeting
chairwoman /tʃeəwυmən/ noun a
woman who is in charge of a meeting
challenge /tʃlnd/ noun a statement or action questioning a decision
or criticising a person 쐽 verb 1. to
question the truth of something or
refuse to accept that something is true
쑗 The Leader of the Opposition chalchairperson

chairwoman

challenge

36

lenged the government’s unemployment statistics. 2. to object to or refuse
to accept something such as evidence
쑗 to challenge a sentence passed by
magistrates by appeal to the Crown
Court 3. to ask someone to do something difficult, which he or she may
not be able to do 쑗 She challenged the
Prime Minister to a debate on television.
chamber /tʃembə/ noun 1. a room
where a committee or legislature
meets 쑗 The meeting will be held in the
council chamber. 2. a part of a parliament where a group of representatives
meet, or the representatives meeting
there. In many parliaments there is a
lower chamber and an upper chamber.
쑗 The British Parliament is formed of
two chambers – the House of Commons and the House of Lords.
chamber

Chamber of Commerce

Chamber

of

Commerce

/ tʃembər əv kɒm#s/ noun 1. a

group of local businessmen who meet
to discuss problems which they have
in common, and to support business in
the town 2. an official organisation
representing a country’s business interests in another country 쑗 the Spanish Chamber of Commerce in Britain
쑗 the British Chamber of Commerce in
Spain
Chamber of Deputies / tʃembə
əv depjυtiz/ noun the lower section
of the legislature in many countries,
including Argentina, Bolivia, Belgium, Brazil, Chile, Croatia, Czech
Republic, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg,
Mexico, Paraguay, Spain
Chamber of Deputies

Chamber of Representatives

Chamber of Representatives

/ tʃembə əv reprzentətvz/ noun
|

the legislature in Morocco

champagne socialist / ʃmpen
champagne socialist

səυʃəlst/ noun someone who is rich
but holds socialist principles
Chanc. abbreviation 1. chancellor 2.
chancery
chancellery /tʃɑns(ə)ləri/ noun
1. the position of chancellor 2. an office attached to an embassy
Chanc.

chancellery
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/tʃɑns (ə)lə/ noun
same as Chancellor of the Exchequer 쐽 same as Lord Chancellor 쐽
noun 1. the head of the government in
Austria or Germany 2. the main secretary of an embassy
Chancellor

Chancellor

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster

Chancellor of the Duchy of
Lancaster / tʃɑnsələ əv ði dtʃi/
noun a title given to a member of the

British government with no specific
responsibilities attached to it
Chancellor of the Exchequer

Chancellor of the Exchequer

/ tʃɑnsələr əv ði kstʃekə/ noun
|

the leading finance minister in the
British government
chancery /tʃɑnsəri/ noun an office attached to an embassy or consulate, especially the political section
chancery

(NOTE: The US term is chancellery.)
change of use / tʃend əv jus/
noun an order allowing a property to
change of use

be used in a different way, e.g. allowing a shop to be used as a factory
channel /tʃn(ə)l/ noun a way in
which information or goods are
passed from one place to another. 쒁
usual channels 왍 to go through the
official channels to deal with government officials, especially when making a request 왍 to open up new channels of communication to find new
ways of communicating with someone
chaplain /tʃpln/ noun a priest
employed by someone or attached to a
group (NOTE: The Speaker’s Chapchannel

chaplain

lain says prayers at the beginning of
each day’s business in the House of
Commons.)
charge /tʃɑd/ noun 1. the cost
charge

which must be paid for something 쑗 a
policy of opening museums to the public free of charge 쒁 congestion
charge 2. an accusation made by the
police in a criminal case 3. a serious
claim that someone has done something wrong 쑗 The statement led to
charges of racism. 쑗 The MP reacted
angrily to the charge that she had not
pursued the complaints vigorously
enough.

Chartism

chargeable /tʃɑdəb(ə)l/ adjecchargeable

tive something for which payment
may be asked
charge-cap /tʃɑd kp/ verb to
limit the amount of local tax that local
authorities in the United Kingdom are
allowed to ask people to pay
chargé d’affaires / ʃɑe dfeə/
noun 1. a diplomat ranking immediately below an ambassador 2. a diplomat who is in charge of a minor diplomatic mission
charisma /kə rzmə/ noun the special quality of some public persons,
showing charm or strength of character or attraction, that wins them public
support
charismatic / krzmtk/ adjective showing the special quality which
makes a leader popular 쑗 The old leader has been replaced by a charismatic
young politician from the north of the
country.
charter /tʃɑtə/ noun 1. a document
from the head of state establishing a
borough or a corporation or a university or a company, and giving it special rights 2. an official document containing a list of rights (NOTE: The Eucharge-cap

chargé d’affaires

|

charisma

|

charismatic

|

charter

ropean Union has issued a Charter
of Workers Rights) 3. a law that ap-

pears to allow or encourage something
bad (informal) 쑗 New restrictions on
waste disposal have been labelled as a
fly-tipper’s charter and bureaucracy
gone mad. 쐽 verb to hire for a special
purpose 쑗 to charter a plane or a boat
or a bus
Charter of Rights / tʃɑtər əv
rats/ noun the section of the Canadian Constitution which states the rights
of people who have Canadian citizenship
Chartism /tʃɑtz (ə)m/ noun the
beliefs of a movement advocating political and social reform in England
between 1838 and 1848. Among its
aims were: improvements in the education and living conditions of the
working classes, payment for Members of Parliament, the right to vote for
adult males, electoral districts of equal
Charter of Rights

Chartism
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size and influence, and voting by ballot.
chauvinism /ʃəυvnz(ə)m/ noun
an excessive feeling of pride in one’s
country or gender (used as criticism)
쑗 The President was accused of male
chauvinism
chauvinist /ʃəυvnst/ noun a person who is excessively proud of his or
her country or gender. Compare patrichauvinism

chauvinist

ot

check /tʃek/ noun to examine carecheck

fully

checking /tʃekŋ/ noun a careful
checking

examination 쑗 The inspectors found
some defects during their checking of
the building.
Cheney /tʃeni/, Dick (b. 1941)
vice president of the United States
(2001–)
Chequers /tʃekəz/ noun the official country house of the British Prime
Minister
chief /tʃif/ noun a traditional tribal
leader
Chief
Constable
/ tʃif
knstəb(ə)l/ noun the person in
charge of a regional police force
chief executive / tʃif zekjυtv/
noun the president of the United
States
Chief
Executive / tʃif 
zekjυtv/ noun the highest-ranking
permanent official of an executive
body, e.g. the head of a government,
the governor of a US state, or the head
of a local authority
Chief Justice / tʃif dsts/ noun
US the senior judge in a court
Chief Minister / tʃif mnstə/
noun the head of government in a federal region such as an Indian state
Chief Officer / tʃif ɒfsə/ noun a
person who is head of a department in
a local authority, responsible to the
Chief Executive
Cheney

Chequers

are called Director: Director of Education, Director of Finance, etc.

Chief Secretary to the Treasury / tʃif sekrətri tə θə tre(ə)ri/
Chief Secretary to the Treasury

noun a British government minister,
working under the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, dealing especially with financial planning
Chief Whip / tʃif wp/ noun the
main whip of a party, whose job it is to
make sure that MPs of that party vote
according to the party’s policy 쑗 The
Government Chief Whip made sure
the MPs were all present for the vote.
Chief Whip

Government Chief Whip (NOTE:
Traditionally, Chief Whips do not
speak in debates.)
Chiltern
Hundreds / tʃltən
hndrədz/ noun a former administra쒁

Chiltern Hundreds

tive division of the country west of
London, in Buckinghamshire 왍 to apply for the Chiltern Hundreds to apply to resign from Parliament
(informal)

chief

COMMENT: As MPs are not allowed to
resign from Parliament, the only way
in which they can do so is to apply for
a paid office or office of profit under
the crown, such as this one or the
Stewardship of the Manor of Northstead.

Chief Constable

chief executive

|

Chief Executive

|

Chief Justice

Chief Minister

Chief Officer

COMMENT: A local authority will have
several Chief Officers: Chief Education Officer, Chief Housing Officer,
Chief Planning Officer, and so on, all
of whom are responsible to the Chief
Executive. In some authorities they

Chirac /ʃirk/, Jacques (b. 1932)
prime minister (1974–76, 1986–88)
and then president of France (1995–
2002, 2002–)
Christian Democrat /krstʃən
deməkrt/ noun in several European
countries, a member of a moderate
conservative political party
Churchill /tʃ#tʃl/, Sir Winston
(1874–1965) prime minister (1940–
45, 1951–55) of Britain during World
War II. He wrote The Second World
War (1948–53) and won the Nobel
Prize in literature (1953).
churchillian /tʃ#tʃliən/ adjective
a form of strong political leadership or
a style of inspiring public speaking
similar to that of Winston Churchill
who was UK Prime Minister during
the Second World War
CIA / si ai e/ abbreviation Central
Intelligence Agency
Chirac

|

Christian Democrat

Churchill

churchillian

|

CIA
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circular /s#kjυlə/ noun a leaflet or
letter sent to many people
circularise /s#kjυləraz/, circularize verb to send a circular to many
people at the same time 쑗 The committee has agreed to circularise the information in advance.
circulate /s#kjυlet/ verb to send
something to a number of people 쑗
They circulated the proposals in a letter signed by the chairwoman
circulation / s#kjυ leʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. movement around something 쑗 The
company is trying to improve the circulation of information between departments. 2. the passing of money
from one person to another 3. (of
newspapers) the number of copies
sold
circumstances /s#kəmstənsz/
plural noun the situation as it is when
something happens 쑗 The Home Secretary described the circumstances
leading to the riot in the prison.
CIS / si a es/ abbreviation Commonwealth of Independent States
citation /sateʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
quotation from a text 2. an official request asking someone to appear in
court (NOTE: used mainly in the Scottish and US courts) 3. a reference to a
legal case or authority or precedent 4.
the words used in giving someone an
honour, explaining why it is being given
citation clause /sateʃ(ə)n klɔz/
noun the section in a Bill which gives
the short title by which it should be
known when it becomes an Act
cite /sat/ verb to refer to something
as an example 쑗 The letter cited several previous cases of failure to act.
citizen /stz(ə)n/ noun 1. a person
who lives in a city or a particular place
쑗 the citizens of Manchester 2. a person who has the legal right to live in a
particular country 쑗 He is a French citizen by birth.
circular

circularise

circulate

circulation

|

circumstances

CIS

citation

|

citation clause

|

cite

citizen

Citizens’

Advice

Citizens’ Advice Bureau

Bureau

/ stzənz ədvas bjυərəυ/ noun an
office where people can go to get free
advice on legal problems. Abbr CAB
|

civilian
(NOTE: The plural is Citizen’s’ Advice Bureaux.)
citizen’s arrest / stz(ə)nz ərest/
noun the arrest of a suspected criminal
citizen’s arrest

|

by an ordinary citizen, not a policeman
Citizens’
Charter / stzənz
tʃɑtə/ noun a document which
states what rights a citizen has
citizenship /stz (ə)nʃp/ noun 1.
the legal status of being a citizen of a
country, entitled to its protection and
to political rights 쑗 She has applied for
British citizenship. 2. the way people
take part in the life of their community
as they discuss their rights and carry
out their responsibilities (NOTE: In the
Citizens’ Charter

citizenship

UK, citizenship is now a part of the
curriculum in schools.)
city /sti/ noun a large town
civic /svk/ adjective referring to a
city

civic

city or the official business of running
a city 왍 civic dignitaries the mayor
and other senior officials of a city or
town 왍 civic reception an official reception for someone, organised by the
mayor and council of a city
civic centre / svk sentə/ noun
the building in a town or city where its
local government is based
civil /sv(ə)l/ adjective referring to
the rights and duties of citizens
civic centre

civil

Civil and Public Services Association /sv(ə)l ən pblk
Civil and Public Services Association

s#vsz ə səυsieʃ(ə)n/ noun a
trade union representing civil servants. It was merged with the Public
Services, Tax and Commerce Union in
1996 to become (PCS). Abbr CPSA
civil defence / sv(ə)l dfens/
noun the procedure for protecting the
population during a war or emergency
civil disobedience / sv(ə)l dsə
bidiəns/ noun the activity of breaking the law as an act of protest 쑗 The
group planned a campaign of civil disobedience as a protest against restrictions on immigrants.
Civil Guard /sv(ə)l ɑd/ noun
one of the police forces in Spain
civilian /səvliən / adjective referring to an ordinary citizen, who is not
|

|

civil defence

|

civil disobedience

|

Civil Guard

civilian

|
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a member of the armed forces 쑗 Civilian rule was restored after several
years of military dictatorship. 쑗 The
military leaders called general elections and gave way to a democratically elected civilian government. 쐽 noun
an ordinary citizen who is not a member of the armed forces 쑗 The head of
the military junta has appointed several civilians to the Cabinet.
civilisation / svlazeʃ(ə)n/, civilization noun a social system with a
developed culture and organisation
civil law / sv(ə)l lɔ/ noun the laws
relating to people’s rights and the
agreements made between individuals. Compare criminal law
civil liberties / sv(ə)l lbətiz/ plural noun the freedom for people to
work or write or speak as they want,
providing they keep within the law
Civil List / sv(ə)l lst/ noun the annual sum of money for carrying out
official duties, given by Parliament to
the Queen and some senior members
of the Royal Family
civil marriage /sv(ə)l mrd/
noun a legal marriage without a religious ceremony
civil rights / sv(ə)l rats/ plural
noun the rights of each individual according to the law
civil servant / sv(ə)l s#vənt/
noun a person who works in the government departments which administer a country (NOTE: In Britain civil
civilisation

|

civil law

civil liberties

Civil List

civil marriage

civil rights

civil servant

servants have generally been said to
be politically neutral, anonymous,
and permanently employed. In USA
a large part of the civil service
changes with a change in the administration.)
civil service / sv(ə)l s#vs/ noun
civil service

the government departments which
administer a country 쑗 He has a job in
the civil service. 쑗 You have to pass an
examination to get a job in the civil
service or to get a civil service job.
(NOTE: Members of the armed forces, magistrates and judges are not
part of the British civil service.)

COMMENT: In a liberal democracy, the
politicians are elected but the professional administrators or civil servants
are not. The civil servants are responsible to the politicians, who in turn are
responsible to the people.

civil strife / sv(ə)l straf/ noun
civil strife

trouble when groups of civilians fight
each other
civil war / sv(ə)l wɔ/ noun a situation inside a country where groups of
armed people fight against each other
or fight against the government
claim /klem/ noun 1. a legal right
which someone believes they have to
own something 쑗 an historic claim to
the territory 2. a right to something
because of something you have done 쑗
a valid claim to be the oldest parliament in the world 3. a statement that
something has happened or is true 쑗
The police deny the claim of assault.
claimant /klemənt/ noun a person
who claims money, especially state
benefits 쑗 Benefit claimants will be
paid late because of the bank holiday.
쑗 The government will consider the
position of claimants of backdated
pensions.
clarification
/ klrfkeʃ(ə)n/
noun making something clear or easy
to understand 쑗 The wording of the
clause is ambiguous and needs clarification.
Clark /kl#k/, Helen Elizabeth (b.
1950) the prime minister of New Zealand (1999–)
class /klɑs/ noun 1. a group of
things or animals which are similar in
some way 2. a social group 쑗 Society
is traditionally said to be divided into
upper class, middle class, and working class. 쐽 verb to put into groups of
similar things 쑗 The inspectors
classed the food as unfit for sale. 쑗 The
magazine was classed as an obscene
publication.
civil war

claim

claimant

clarification

|

Clark

class

COMMENT: In the UK the population is
classified into social classes for statistical purposes. These are: Class A:
higher managers, administrators and
professionals; Class B: intermediate
managers, administrators and professionals; Class C1: supervisors, cleri-

GovtPol.fm Page 41 Tuesday, July 13, 2004 7:51 PM

41
cal workers and junior managers;
Class C2: skilled manual workers;
Class D: semi-skilled or unskilled
manual workers; Class E: pensioners, casual workers, long-term unemployed.

class action / klɑs kʃən/, class

class alignment

|

ain, the class alignment between the
Labour Party and the working class
is in decline as is the class alignment
between the Conservative Party and
the middle class.)
class-conscious / klɑs kɒnʃəs/
adjective aware of differences of soclass-conscious

cial class

class dealignment / klɑs diə
class dealignment

|

lanmənt/ noun the way in which in
recent years social class has indicated
less clearly how people will vote
classification / klsfkeʃ (ə)n/
noun 1. a way of putting things into
classes 2. the process of making information secret
classification

|

classified

information

classified information

/ klsfad nfəmeʃ(ə)n/ noun in|

formation which is secret and can be
told only to specific people
classify /klsfa/ verb 1. to put
into groups of similar things 2. to
make information secret
classless /klɑsləs/ adjective a society which has no class divisions 쑗
Over the last twenty years the country
has moved towards a classless society.
class struggle / klɑs str(ə)l/
noun the Marxist concept of the ruling
and working classes competing to
achieve political and economic power
class war / klɑs wɔ/, class strife
noun confrontation between different
social classes
clause /klɔz/ noun 1. a section of a
contract or of the constitution of a
country or political party 쑗 There are
ten clauses in the contract. 2. a part of
a Bill being considered by Parliament,
classify

classless

class struggle

class war

clause

which becomes a section of an Act 쑗
According to clause six, some categories of business will be exempted from
tax.
Clause IV / klɔz fɔ/ noun a part
in the constitution of the British Labour Party which before 1995 committed the party to support nationalisation, and which after 1995 committed the party to a broader series of
aims, but which included no support
for nationalisation (NOTE: Tony Blair’s
Clause IV

class action

suit / klɑs sut / noun US a legal action brought on behalf of a group of
people
class
alignment / klɑs ə
lanmənt/ noun the connection between a class of people and a particular political party (NOTE: In Great Brit-

client country

first major step as leader of the Labour Party was to change Clause IV,
which had first been adopted by the
party in 1918. The reform of Clause
IV marked an important stage in the
development of what is called ’New
Labour’.)
claw back / klɔ bk/ verb to take
claw back

back money which has been allocated
쑗 Income tax claws back 25% of pensions paid out by the government.
clawback /klɔbk/ noun money
taken back
clean bill /klin bl/ noun US a bill
made up of the original text, with
amendments made during Committee,
which is presented to the House of
Representatives or Senate again as one
whole new bill, so as to avoid having
to discuss each amendment separately
clerk /klɑk/ noun an official who
keeps records of a legislative or administrative body 쑗 accounts clerk 쑗
sales clerk 쑗 wages clerk
clerk assistant / klɑk əsst(ə)nt/
noun the assistant to the Clerk of the
House in the House of Commons
Clerk of the House / klɑk əv ðə
haυz/ noun 1. US the head of the administrative staff which runs the
House of Representatives 2. the head
of the administrative staff which runs
the House of Commons and advises
the Speaker on points of procedure
Clerk of the Parliaments / klɑk
əv ðə pɑləmənts/ noun the head of
the administrative staff in the House of
Lords
client country /klaənt kntri/,
client state /klaənt stet/ noun a
clawback

clean bill

clerk

clerk assistant

|

Clerk of the House

Clerk of the Parliaments

client country

GovtPol.fm Page 42 Tuesday, July 13, 2004 7:51 PM

client state

country which depends on another
country for such things as defence and
trade
client state /klaənt stet/ noun a
country that depends on another for
economic, political or military support
Clinton /klntən/, Bill (b. 1946)
42nd president of the United States
(1993–2001). Before his election to
the White House he was Democratic
governor of Arkansas (1978–80,
1982–92). In 1999 he was impeached
and acquitted by the US Senate for
perjury and obstruction of justice.
Cllr abbreviation Councillor
close /kləυz/ noun the end 쑗 At the
close of the debate, the government’s
majority was only six.
closed /kləυzd/ adjective 1. shut or
not open or not doing business 쑗 The
office is closed on Mondays. 쑗 All the
banks are closed on the National Day.
2. restricted to a few people
closed rule / kləυzd rul/ noun the
rule which limits the time available for
the discussion of a bill. Also called
client state

Clinton

Cllr

close

closed

42
move that the question be now put’
and the Speaker immediately puts the
motion to the vote.

cloture /kləυtjυə/ noun US a motion to end a filibuster in the Senate,
and thus prevent a measure being defeated, requiring a three-fifths majority to pass
CMEA abbreviation Council for Mutual Economic Assistance
Cmnd abbreviation Command Papers
CND abbreviation Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament
CO abbreviation Commonwealth Office
coalition / kəυəlʃ(ə)n/ noun a
group of two or more political parties
who come together to form a government, when no single party has an absolute majority 쑗 The coalition government fell when one of the parties
withdrew support.
cloture

|

CMEA

Cmnd

CND

CO

coalition

|

closed rule

‘…the question of a coalition has arisen
because all three parties are within seven
points of each other in the polls and the
chances are high that the next election
will not give any party a majority’
[Toronto Globe & Mail]
‘England does not love coalitions’
[Benjamin Disraeli]

gag rule

closed session / kləυzd seʃ(ə)n/
closed session

noun a meeting which is not open to
the public or to journalists 쑗 The town
council met in closed session to discuss staff problems in the Education
Department. 쑗 The public gallery was
cleared when the meeting went into
closed session.
close-run / kləυs rn/ adjective
winning by only a few points more
than an opponent 쑗 A close-run election is expected.
closing
speeches / kləυsŋ
spitʃəz/ plural noun the final
speeches for and against a motion in a
debate
closure /kləυə/ noun 1. the act of
closing 2. (in the House of Commons) the ending of the debate
closure
motion
/ kləoə
məυʃ(ə)n/ noun a proposal to end a
debate
close-run

closing speeches

closure

closure motion

COMMENT: When wishing to end the
debate on a motion, an MP says ‘I

Coalition / kəυəlʃ(ə)n/ noun in
Australia, a long-standing political coalition between the Liberal Party and
the National Party
coalition government / kəυə
lʃ(ə)n v (ə)nmənt/ a government
in which no party has complete control and two or more parties agree to
govern together (NOTE: During World
Coalition

|

coalition government

|

War II, all three major parties in the
United Kingdom, Conservative, Labour and Liberal, formed a government together.)
code /kəυd/ noun 1. an official set of
laws or regulations 2. a set of laws of
a country 3. a set of semi-official rules
4. a system of signs, numbers or letcode

ters which mean something 쑗 a message in code 쐽 verb to write something
using secret symbols or signs 쑗 coded
instructions
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Napoleon / kəυd nə
pəυliən/ noun the civil laws of
France introduced by Napoleon
code of conduct / kəυd əv
kɒndkt/ noun the unwritten rules
by which a particular group of people
are expected to behave
Code Napoleon

Code

|

code of conduct

Code of Conduct for Ministers

Code of Conduct for Ministers
/ kəυd əv kɒndkt fə mnstəz/
noun a document authorised by the

Prime Minister and first made public
in 1992 in which the powers and responsibilities of government ministers
are defined
code of practice / kəυd əv
prkts/ noun the set of rules by
which the members of a profession
agree to work
codification
/ kəυdfkeʃ (ə)n/
noun 1. the act of putting all laws together into a single document 2. the
act of bringing together of all statutes
and case law relating to an issue, to
make a single Act of Parliament. 쒁
code of practice

codification

|

consolidation
codify /kəυdfa/ verb to write and
codify

set out things such as laws or rules in
an organised way
coding /kəυdŋ/ noun the act of
putting a system of signs, numbers or
letters on something 쑗 the coding of
invoices
cohabitation /kəυ hbteʃ(ə)n/
noun the situation where different political parties are in power in different
branches of government. In France,
the President and Parliament are elected for different periods of time and so
may represent different parties.
cold war / kəυld wɔ/ noun the
hostile relations between the former
Soviet Union and the United States,
and their respective allies, from
around 1946 to 1989
collaborate /kəlbəret/ verb 1. to
work together 쑗 We are collaborating
with a French firm on building a
bridge. 쑗 They collaborated on the
new aircraft. 2. to work together with
an enemy who is occupying your
country
coding

cohabitation

|

cold war

collaborate

|

|

collegial
/kə lbəreʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. working together 쑗 Their col-

collaboration
collaboration

|

|

laboration on the development of the
computer system was very profitable.
2. the act of helping an enemy
collaborator /kəlbəretə/ noun
1. a person who works with another 쑗
The head of the research department
thanked all her collaborators for their
help. 2. a person who works with an
enemy who is occupying his or her
country 쑗 After the war, several people
were executed as collaborators.
collective /kəlektv / noun a business such as a farm or factory under
state control which is run by the people who work in it
collective leadership /kə lektv
lidəʃp/ noun a system of government where several leaders rule the
country together, making decisions as
a group, without one being in total
charge
collective responsibility /kə
lektv r spɒnsblti/ noun the
principle that all members of a group
are responsible together for the actions of the group (NOTE: In the UK
collaborator

|

collective

|

collective leadership

|

collective responsibility

|

|

|

the Cabinet and all ministers are said
to be governed by the principle of
collective responsibility)
collective security /kə lektv s
kjυərti/ noun a system by which a
collective security

|

|

number of states agree to protect each
other from attack 쑗 The United Nations was set up after the Second
World War to create the conditions of
collective security which the League
of Nations had failed in the period before the war to establish.
collectivism
/kəlektvz(ə)m/
noun a political and economic theory
based on the desire to protect individuals from exploitation by creating a
belief in the value of community action
collectivity / kɒlektvti/ a community 쐽 noun a group of people
collegial /kəlidiəl/ adjective relating to control or government based
on a number of people working together as a team, rather than by a sincollectivism

|

collectivity

|

collegial

|
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gle person 쑗 John Major’s style of
government was far more collegial
than that of his predecessor.
collegiate /kəlidiət/ adjective
sharing responsibilities as a group 왍
collegiate decisions decisions taken
by a group of people collectively
colloquium /kələυkwiəm/ noun a
meeting for discussion
collusive
action
/kə lusv
kʃən/ noun action taken in secret
agreement with another person, which
is often dishonest or open to criticism
colonial /kələυniəl/ adjective referring to countries ruled over or settled
by other countries 쑗 Granting of independence ended a period of a hundred
years of colonial rule. 쑗 The colonial
government was overthrown by a coup
led by the local police force. 왍 colonial powers countries which rule colonies 쐽 noun a person living in a colony
or a person who was born in a colony
colonial dependency /kə ləυniəl
dpendənsi/ noun a country ruled by
another country
colonialism
/kələυniəlz(ə)m/
noun the theory or practice of establishing colonies in other lands 쑗 The
meeting denounced colonialism and
demanded independence.
colonialist /kələυniəlst/ adjective
believing in colonialism 쐽 noun a person who believes in colonialism
colonial
status
/kələυniəl
stetəs/ noun the legal position of being a colony
colonisation / kɒləna zeʃ(ə)n/,
colonization noun the act of making
a country into a colony
colonise /kɒlənaz/, colonize
verb to take possession of an area or
country and rule it as a colony 쑗 The
government was accused of trying to
colonise the Antarctic Region.
colonist /kɒlənst/ noun a person
who goes or is sent to another country
or region to settle in a colony
colony /kɒləni/ noun 1. a country
or area ruled and/or settled by another
country 쑗 Australia was originally a
collegiate

|

colloquium

|

collusive action

|

colonial

|

colonial dependency

|

|

colonialism

|

colonialist

|

colonial status

|

colonisation

|

colonise

colonist

colony

group of British colonies. 쑗 The Romans established colonies in North
Africa. 2. a group of people from the
same foreign country, settled in a
town, who form a separate social
group 쑗 the Japanese colony in Vancouver 쑗 There is a large German colony in London.
comity /kɒmti/, comity of nations / kɒmti əv neʃ(ə)nz/ noun
the respect shown in one country for
the laws and customs of another
command /kəmɑnd/ noun 1. an
order 2. leadership 쑗 He has or is in
command of the armed forces. 쐽 verb
to order someone to do something 쑗
The chairman commanded that the
public gallery should be cleared. 쑗
The President commanded the Chief
of Police to arrest the Members of Parliament. 왍 to command support to be
good enough to have the support of
voters 쑗 The measure commands
widespread support in the House. 쑗
Can the Minister command enough
support to win the vote?
commander /kəmɑndə/ noun the
officer in charge of a police district in
London. Abbr Cmd., Cmdr, com.,
comity

command

|

commander

|

Com., Comdr

Papers /kəmɑnd
pepəz/ plural noun papers such as
White Papers or reports of Royal
Commissions which are presented to
Parliament by the responsible government minister, so called because they
are printed ‘by Command of Her Majesty’ (NOTE: Command Papers are
numbered Cmnd 4546, etc.)
commence /kəmens/ verb to begin
쑗 In the House of Commons, the business of the day commences with
prayers. 쑗 The proceedings commenced with the swearing-in of witnesses. 쑗 The committee has commenced the examination of the Bill,
clause by clause.
commencement
order /kə
mensmənt ɔdə/ noun an order that
brings an Act or part of an act into effect after the Royal Assent has been
given
Command Papers

Command

|

commence

|

commencement order

|
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comment /kɒment/ noun a remark
comment

or spoken or written opinion 쑗 The
Secretary of State made a comment on
the progress of negotiations. 쑗 The
newspaper has some short comments
about the Bill. 쐽 verb to remark or to
express an opinion 쑗 The Speaker
commented on the lack of respect
shown by MPs. 쑗 The newspapers
commented on the result of the vote.
commentary /kɒmənt(ə)ri/ noun
1. a set of notes which comment on
the main points of a document 2. a
book which comments on the law
commentator /kɒməntetə/ noun
a journalist who comments on current
events 쑗 a report by the political commentator in ‘The Times’ on unrest on
the Government back benches
commerce /kɒm#s/ noun business activities or the buying and selling of goods and services. 쒁 Chamber
commentary

commentator

commerce

of Commerce

commercial /kəm#ʃ (ə)l/ adjeccommercial

|

tive 1. referring to business 2. intend-

ed to make money

commercial attaché /kəm#ʃ(ə)l
commercial attaché

|

ə tʃe/ noun a diplomat whose job is
to encourage business between his
country and the country where he
works
commercial law /kə m#ʃ(ə)l lɔ/
noun law relating to businesses
commission /kəmʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
a group of people officially appointed
to examine a problem 쑗 The government has appointed a commission of
inquiry to look into the problems of
prison overcrowding. 쑗 He is the
chairman of the government commission on football violence. 2. an official
order to someone, giving him or her
authority and explaining the duties 왍
he has a commission in the armed
forces he is an officer in the armed
forces 3. a payment made by someone
to another person who is acting as
their agent 쑗 She has an agent’s commission of 15% of sales.
commissioner /kəmʃ(ə)nə/ noun
1. a member of an official group
which has been appointed to examine
|

commercial law

|

commission

|

commissioner

|

committed

a problem 2. a person who has a particular official job. 쒁 Parliamentary
Commissioner, Local Commissioner 3. a member of the European

Commission

commissioner for oaths /kə
commissioner for oaths

|

mʃ(ə)nə fər əυðs/ noun a lawyer
who has the job of administering oaths

Commissioners of Inland Revenue /kə mʃ(ə)nəz əv nlənd
Commissioners of Inland Revenue

|

revənju/ noun the Board of Inland
Revenue

Commission for Equality and
Human Rights /kə mʃ(ə)n fə 
Commission for Equality and Human Rights

|

|

kwɒləti ən hjumən rats/ the organisation to be set up in 2006 to support human rights especially for minority groups and women. Abbr
CEHR

Commission for Racial Equality /kə mʃ(ə)n fə reʃ(ə)l kwɒləti/
Commission for Racial Equality

|

|

the organisation which works to improve race relations in the UK and to
remove racial discrimination. Abbr
CRE (NOTE: In 2006 the Commission
for Racial Equality will be merged
with other bodies to form the Commission for Equality and Human
Rights.)
commit /kəmt/ verb to send a bill
commit

|

to a parliamentary committee to be reviewed 쑗 He was committed for trial
at the Crown Court.
commitment /kəmtmənt/ noun a
promise or agreement to do something
쑗 We have honoured the commitments
made in our manifesto.
commitology /kə mɒlədi/ noun
in the European Union, the system of
appointing committees to deal with
various areas of action
committed /kəmtd/ adjective 1.
holding strong political views 쑗 She is
a committed socialist. 2. already
promised to be used in a specific way
쑗 Half next year’s budget is already
committed. 쑗 The government’s subsidy has been committed to repairs to
the Town Hall. 3. obliged to act in a
particular way 쑗 The council is committed to a policy of increasing services and reducing property taxes.
commitment

|

commitology

|

committed

|

|
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committee /kəmti/ noun 1. an ofcommittee

|

ficial group of people who organise or
plan for a larger group 쑗 to be a member of a committee or to sit on a committee 쑗 He was elected to the Finance
Committee. 쑗 The new plans have to
be approved by the committee members. 쑗 She is attending a committee
meeting. 쑗 He is the chairman of the
Planning Committee. 쑗 She is the secretary of the Housing Committee. 쒁
Select Committee 왍 to chair a committee to be the chairman of a committee 2. Committee a section of a
legislature which considers bills
passed to it by the main chamber 왍 the
House went into Committee the
House of Commons became a Committee of the Whole House
committee meeting /kə mti
mitŋ/ noun a meeting of the members of a committee
committee meeting

|

Committee of Permanent Representatives

Committee of Permanent Representatives
/kə mti
əv
|

p#mənənt reprzentətvz/ noun
in the European Union, the institution
which prepares for meetings of the
Council of Ministers and passes information between member governments
and the Council of Ministers. Abbr
COREPER
Committee of Selection /kə mti
əv slekʃ(ə)n/ noun the committee
which chooses the members of the
other committees in the House of
Commons
|

Committee of Selection

|

|

Committee of the Parliamentary Commission

Committee of the Parliamentary Commission /kə mti əv ðə
|

pɑləment(ə)ri kə mʃ(ə)n/ noun
the committee which examines reports by the Ombudsman
Committee of the Regions /kə
mti əv ðə ridənz/ noun in the European Union, the body which brings
together representatives of regional
and local authorities from all over the
Union
Committee of the Whole /kə
mti əv ðə həυl/ noun the committee
formed of at least one hundred members of the House of Representatives
in the USA, which discusses a bill
|

|

Committee of the Regions

|

Committee of the Whole

|

which has already been debated in a
Standing Committee
Committee of the Whole House

Committee of the Whole
House /kə mti əv ðə həυl haυz/
|

noun the House of Commons acting

as a committee to examine the clauses
of a Bill
Committee on Standards and Privileges

Committee on Standards and
Privileges noun the committee of
the House of Commons that makes
sure that MPs follow the rules of conduct that are designed to stop them
making wrong use of the power of
their position
Committee on Standards in Public Life

Committee on Standards in
Public Life noun a committee of the
House of Commons set up to review
the activities of holders of public office, including paid activities outside
parliament, and to recommend any
changes in practice that are necessary
to make sure of high standards. Also
called Nolan Committee
Committee Stage /kəmti sted/
noun one of the stages in the discussion of a Bill, where each clause is examined in detail 쑗 The Bill is at Committee Stage and will not become law
for several months.
common /kɒmən/ adjective referring to or belonging to several different people or to everyone 왍 the common good the interest of all members
of society 쑗 the government is working
for the common good of the people 왍
common ownership ownership of a
company or a property by a group of
people who each own a part
commonalty / kɒmənlti/ noun
ordinary people considered as a political class, as compared with the upper
classes
commoner /kɒmənə/ noun an ordinary citizen, who is not a member of
a noble family
common law / kɒmən lɔ/ noun 1.
law made by decisions of the courts,
rather than by act of parliament 2. the
general system of laws which in the
past were the only laws existing in
England, and which in some cases
Committee Stage

|

common

commonalty

|

commoner

common law
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have been replaced by acts of parliament
common-law /kɒmən lɔ/ adjective according to an old system of laws
왍 common-law marriage a situation
where two people live together as husband and wife without being married 왍
common-law wife a woman who is
living with a man as his wife, although
they have not been legally married
common
market
/kɒmən
mɑkt/ noun an economic association of countries with the aim of removing or reducing trade barriers
Common
Market
/ kɒmən
mɑkt/ noun formerly, the European
Economic Community, now the European Union
commons /kɒmənz/ noun ordinary people as compared with the upper classes
Commons /kɒmənz/ plural noun
same as House of Commons 쑗 The
Commons voted against the Bill. 쑗 The
majority of the Commons are in favour of law reform. 쑗 He was first
elected to the Commons in 1979. 쑗 The
Bill was passed after an all-night
Commons sitting.
Commonwealth
/kɒmənwelθ/
noun 1. the association of independent states which were once ruled by
Britain 2. a self-governing state, usually with a republican system of government (used in titles) 쑗 the Commonwealth of Australia 쑗 the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 3. the
period between 1649 and 1660 when
there was a republican government in
England and Cromwell ruled as Lord
Protector
common-law

common market

Common Market

commons

Commons

Commonwealth

Commonwealth of Independent States /kɒmənwelθ əv nd
Commonwealth of Independent States

|

pendənt stets/ noun an organisation formed of the majority of the republics which were in the past part of
the USSR. Abbr CIS

Commonwealth

Secretariat

Commonwealth Secretariat

/ kɒmənwelθ sekrəteəriət/ noun an
|

office and officials in London, organising the links between the member
states of the Commonwealth. The of-

Communist

fice is headed by the Commonwealth
Secretary-General.
communal
/kɒmjυn(ə)l,
kə
mjun(ə)l/ adjective shared by all the
members of a group or community 쑗
The offices share a communal kitchen.
쑗 Tenants have the right to use the
communal gardens.
commune /kɒmjun/ noun 1. a
group of people who live and work together, and share their possessions 2. a
small administrative area in some
countries such as Switzerland or
France, usually with its own mayor
and council
communicate
/kəmjunket/
verb to pass information to someone 쑗
The news was communicated to the
press by the Prime Minister’s Press
Secretary. 쑗 The members of the jury
must not communicate with the witnesses.
communication
/kə mjun
keʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the passing of information 왍 to enter into communication with someone to start discussing something with someone, usually
in writing 쑗 We have entered into communication with the relevant government department. 2. an official message 쑗 We have had a communication
from the local tax inspector. 쐽 plural
noun communications the methods
of passing information and of transport 쑗 good road and rail communications 쑗 electronic communications
systems
communiqué /kəmjunke/ noun
an official announcement 쑗 In a communiqué from the Presidential Palace,
the government announced that the
President would be going on a world
tour.
Communism
/kɒmjυ nz(ə)m/
noun 1. a social system in which all
property is owned and shared by society as a whole, with none belonging to
individual citizens 2. the political and
economic system in countries governed by Communist parties
Communist /kɒmjυ nst/ adjective practising Communism; referring
communal

|

commune

communicate

|

communication

|

communiqué

|

Communism

|

Communist

|

|
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to or belonging to a Communist party
쑗 Communist ideals were put into
practice in Russia after the revolution.
쐽 noun a member or supporter of a
Communist Party 쑗 Communists have
three seats on the city council.
communitarianism /kə mjun
teəriənz(ə)m/ noun the political
theory that emphasises the need for
strong neighbourhoods and social institutions to provide support to families and individuals
community /kəmjunti/ noun 1. a
group of people living or working in
the same place 2. the European Community, now replaced by the European
Union 왍 the Community ministers
the ministers of Member States of the
European Union
community association /kə
mjunti ə səυsieʃ(ə)n/ noun an
organisation in which people from a
local area meet socially and to discuss
local matters
community charge /kəmjunti
tʃɑd/ noun a local tax paid by each
adult person. 쒁 poll tax (NOTE: This
communitarianism

|

|

community

|

community association

|

|

|

community charge

|

unpopular tax introduced by the government in 1989 was replaced in
1993 by the council tax. The introduction of the tax contributed to the
fall of Mrs Thatcher as Prime Minister.)
community council /kə mjunti
kaυnsəl/ noun a body set up to reprecommunity council

|

sent people in a small area

community home /kəmjunti
community home

|

həυm/ noun a house which belongs to
a local authority, where children in
care can be kept
Community
legislation /kə
mjunti ledsleʃ(ə)n/ noun the
laws made by the European Union
(NOTE: There are two main types of
European laws: directives and regulations)
community policing /kə mjunti
pəlisŋ/ noun a way in which the police can work by consulting the people
who live in an area and trying to be
sensitive to their particular needs and
concerns
Community legislation

|

|

community policing

|

|

community politics /kə mjunti
community politics

|

pɒltks/ noun the work of politicians in a community who deal with
individual problems at local government level and try to encourage as
much local participation as possible 쑗
The party is strong in community politics.
community service order /kə
mjunti s#vs ɔdə/ noun a punishment which involves doing unpaid
work in the local community
Companies Act /kmp(ə)niz
kt/ noun an Act of the British parliament which states the legal limits
within which a company may do business
company /kmp(ə)ni/ noun 1. the
organisation which runs a business 2.
in the company of being with 쑗 He
was often seen in the company of the
Prime Minister.
company law / kmp(ə)ni lɔ /
noun the laws relating to the way business organisations may work
compatriot /kəmptriət/ noun a
person from the same country
compensatory
/ kɒmpən
set(ə)ri/ adjective providing somebody or a group with payment to help
remove the pain or offence cause by
some wrong action done to them
competence /kɒmpt(ə)ns/ noun
being able to do a job 쑗 Candidates
will be asked to show competence in
handling computers.
competent /kɒmpt (ə)nt/ adjective 1. able to do a job 쑗 She is a competent manager. 2. legally able to do
something
complainant /kəmplenənt/ noun
a person who makes a complaint or
who starts a legal action against someone
compliant /kəmplaənt/ adjective
agreeing with something 왍 not compliant with not in agreement with 쑗
The settlement is not compliant with
the earlier order of the court.
comply /kəmpla/ verb 왍 to comply
with to obey a rule or law or do what
someone asks 쑗 The government has
community service order

|

Companies Act

company

company law

compatriot

|

compensatory

|

competence

competent

complainant

|

compliant

|

comply

|
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decided it will comply with the requirements of the European Commission 쑗 She refused to comply with the
social worker’s instructions.
composite /kɒmpəzt/ verb to
group together similar proposals from
different local branches of an organisation such as a political party or a
trade union so that they can be considered in a single discussion at a conference 쐽 noun a group of similar proposals discussed together at a conference of an organisation such as a
political party or a trade union
compromise /kɒmprəmaz / noun
an agreement between two sides,
where each side gives way a little in
order to agree 쑗 After some discussion
a compromise solution was reached. 쐽
verb 1. to reach an agreement by giving way a little 2. to involve someone
in something which damages his or
her reputation 쑗 The minister was
compromised in the bribery case.
composite

compromise

‘…these activists are used to making
compromises with their political opponents’ [New Statesman]

comptroller /kən trəυlə/ noun a
person in charge of accounts

concurrent resolution

comrade /kɒmred/ noun 1. a
comrade

friend or companion 2. a fellow member of a socialist or communist party
3. the form of address to a fellow
member of a socialist or communist
party
Con. abbreviation 1. Conservative 2.
Consul
concede /kənsid/ verb to admit
that someone is right 쑗 The Minister
conceded under questioning that he
had not studied the papers. 왍 to concede defeat to admit that you have lost
쑗 After two recounts the sitting MP
had to concede defeat. 쒁 concession
concession /kənseʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
an agreement that someone is right, or
an agreement to give something which
someone wants 쑗 The government will
make no concessions to terrorists. 쑗
As a concession to the Opposition, the
council leader agreed to hold an
emergency meeting. 쑗 The employers
have made several concessions in the
new wages deal. 2. an admission of
defeat. 쒁 concede
concession speech /kənseʃ(ə)n
spitʃ/ noun a speech made by the
person who has lost an election, admitting that he or she has lost
conciliate /kənsliet/ verb to work
with opposing groups to bring them to
an agreement, e.g. in an industrial dispute
conciliation
/kən slieʃ(ə)n/
noun the process of bringing together
the parties in a dispute so that the dispute can be settled
concord /kɒŋkɔd/ noun a peace
treaty
concordat /kənkɔdt/ noun an
agreement between the Roman Catholic Church and a government, which
allows the Roman Catholic Church
special rights
concurrent /kənkrənt/ noun taking place at the same time
concurrent resolution /kən
krənt rezəluʃ(ə)n/ noun a motion
which shows how the House of Representatives feels about a problem
Con.

concede

|

concession

|

concession speech

comptroller

|

|

Comptroller and Auditor-Gen/kən trəυlə
ən
ɔdtə
eral
Comptroller and Auditor-General

|

den(ə)rəl/ noun the official in
charge of the National Audit Office,
whose duty is to examine the accounts
of government departments, and to advise the Public Accounts Committee
compulsory /kəmplsəri/ adjective forced or ordered, obligatory for
everyone 쑗 National Service is compulsory in some countries. 쑗 In Australia, voting in general elections is
compulsory.
compulsory purchase /kəm
plsəri p#tʃs/ noun the buying of a
property by the local council or the
government even if the owner does not
want to sell
compulsory

|

compulsory purchase

|

compulsory purchase order
compulsory purchase order

/kəm plsəri p#tʃs ɔdə/ noun an
|

official order from a local authority or
from the government ordering an
owner to sell his or her property to
them. Abbr CPO

conciliate

|

conciliation

|

|

concord

concordat

|

concurrent

|

concurrent resolution

|

|
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/ kɒndəmniəm/
noun 1. the rule of a colony or protect-

condominium
condominium

|

ed territory by two or more countries
together 2. US a system of ownership,
where a person owns a flat in a building, together with a share of the land
and common parts such as the stairs or
roof
Confederacy
/kənfed(ə)rəsi/,
Confederate States noun the group
of eleven Southern states which seceded from the Union and fought the
North in the American Civil War
(1861–65)
confederal /kənfedərəl/ adjective
relating to a confederation
confederate /kənfed (ə)rət/ adjective joined in common purpose
Confederate /kənfedərət/ adjective referring to the Southern states in
the American Civil War 쑗 the Confederate Army 쑗 the Confederate headquarters 쑗 the Confederate States 쐽
noun a supporter of the Confederacy
in the American Civil War
confederation
/kən fedə
reʃ(ə)n/,
confederacy
/kən
fed(ə)rəsi/ noun a group of independent states or organisations working together for common aims 쑗 a
loose confederation of states in the
area (NOTE: A confederation (as in
Confederacy

|

confederal

|

confederate

|

Confederate

|

confederation

|

|

|

Switzerland) is a less centralised
form of government than a federation
(as in Canada).)
Confédération Helvétique noun
Confédération Helvétique

the official French name for Switzerland

Confederation of British Industry /kən fedə reʃ(ə)n əv brtʃ
Confederation of British Industry

|

|

ndəstri/ noun the organisation representing employers in the UK. Abbr
CBI
confer /kən f#/ verb 1. to give power or responsibility to someone 쑗 the
discretionary powers conferred on the
tribunal by statute 2. to discuss 쑗 The
Leader of the Council conferred with
the Town Clerk.
conference /kɒnf(ə)rəns/ noun 1.
a meeting of a group of people to discuss something 쑗 The Police Federaconfer

|

conference

tion is holding its annual conference
this week. 쑗 The Labour Party Annual
Conference was held in Brighton this
year. 쑗 She presented a motion to the
conference. 쑗 The conference passed a
motion in favour of extending nursery
education. 2. US a meeting between
representatives of the Senate and
House of Representatives to discuss
differences of opinion over a bill
confidence vote /kɒnfd(ə)ns
vəυt/ noun a vote to show that a person or group is or is not trusted 쑗 He
proposed a vote of confidence in the
government. 쑗 The chairman resigned
after the motion of no confidence was
passed at the AGM.
confidential / kɒnfdenʃəl/ adjective secret or not to be told or shown to
other people 쑗 She was dismissed for
sending a confidential report to the
newspaper. 쑗 The letter was marked
‘Private and Confidential’.
confidential report / kɒnfdenʃəl
rpɔt/ noun a secret document
which must not be shown to other than
a few named persons
conflict noun /kɒnflkt/ a disagreement 쑗 Negotiations are taking place
to try to end the conflict in the area. 쐽
verb /kənflkt/ not to agree 쑗 The report of the consultant conflicts with
that of the council officers. 쑗 The UK
legislation appears to conflict with the
directives of the EU.
conflict of interest / kɒnflkt əv
ntrəst/ noun a situation where a person may profit personally from decisions which are taken by them in an
official position or may not be able to
act properly because of some other
person or matter with which they are
connected
Conflict of Laws / kɒnflkt əv
lɔz/ noun the situation when a legal
case involves the laws of two or more
countries and it is not clear under
whose laws it should be tried
conformity /kənfɔmti/ noun behaviour which is expected by usual
standards
confidence vote

confidential

|

confidential report

|

conflict

|

conflict of interest

Conflict of Laws

conformity

|
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confrontation / kɒnfrnteʃ(ə)n/
confrontation

|

noun a meeting between two people

or groups, usually in a situation where
there is likely to be conflict
confrontation politics / kɒnfrn
teʃ(ə)n pɒltks/ noun the form of
political activity, where opposing
sides always attack each other and try
to reduce each other’s popular support, possibly creating an atmosphere
of violence. Compare consensus
confrontation politics

|

politics

charge
/kən
destʃən tʃɑd/ noun a charge
made for driving a vehicle into a city
during the main part of the day, as an
attempt to reduce traffic
Congress /kɒŋres/ noun 1. the
elected federal legislative body in
many countries, especially in the USA
(formed of a lower and upper house,
usually called the House of Representatives and the Senate) 쑗 The President
is counting on a Democrat majority in
Congress. 쑗 He was first elected to
Congress in 1975. 쑗 At a joint session
of Congress, the President called for
support for his plan. 2. the unicameral
legislature in Guatemala and Honduras 3. a large meeting 쑗 The Trade Union Congress 4. used in the name of
political parties, e.g. the African National Congress in South Africa
Congressional /kənreʃ(ə)n(ə)l/
adjective referring to Congress 쑗 a
Congressional subcommittee
congressional district /kən
reʃ(ə)n(ə)l dstrkt/ noun a district
in a US state that can elect one representative to the House of Representatives
Congressional Record /kən
reʃ(ə)n(ə)l rekɔd/ noun the printed record of the work of the House of
Representatives and Senate including
the speeches made there
Congressman, Congresswoman noun a member of the US Congress (NOTE: When used with a
name, Congressman Smith, it refers to a member of the House of
Representatives.)
congestion charge

congestion

|

Congress

Congressional

|

congressional district

|

Congressional Record

|

Congressman

conservatism

Congress of Deputies / kɒŋres
Congress of Deputies

əv depjυtiz/ noun the lower house of
the legislature in Spain
Congress Party / kɒŋres pɑti/
noun a political party in India
conquer /kɒŋkə/ verb to defeat by
force 쑗 The victorious army is engaged in establishing the rule of law
in the areas which it has conquered.
conqueror /kɒŋkərə/ noun the person who defeats an enemy or leads the
invasion of a country and takes possession of it
conquest /kɒŋkwest/ noun 1. the
act of defeating or taking by force 2.
the country which has been taken by
force
Cons. abbreviation Conservative
Congress Party

conquer

conqueror

conquest

Cons.

conscientious

objector

conscientious objector

/ kɒnʃienʃəs əbdektə/ noun a per|

son who refuses to join the army, because he feels that it is morally wrong
conscript /kɒnskrpt/ noun a person who has to join the armed forces
as part of legal military service 왍 a
conscript army an army formed of
conscripts 쐽 verb to order someone to
join the armed forces
conscription /kən skrpʃən/ noun
the legal obligation to join the armed
services
consensual /kən sensjυəl/ adjective happening by agreement
consensus /kənsensəs/ noun general agreement 쑗 There was a consensus between all parties as to the next
steps to be taken. 쑗 In the absence of a
consensus, no decisions could be
reached.
consensus politics /kən sensəs
pɒlətks/ noun a form of political activity, where the main political parties
agree in general on policy. Compare
conscript

conscription

|

consensual

|

consensus

|

consensus politics

|

confrontation politics
consent /kənsent/ noun agreement. 쒁 age of consent
Consent Calendar /kənsent
klndə/ noun US a list of bills
consent

|

Consent Calendar

|

which are not controversial

conservatism /kəns#vətz(ə)m/
conservatism

|

noun 1. the ideas and beliefs of people
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who support established ideas and are
against sudden change 2. Conservatism the principles and practice of
Conservative politicians or supporters
of a Conservative party
conservative /kəns#vətv/ adjective 1. supporting established ideas
and institutions, and against sudden
change 쑗 He became more conservative as he grew older. 2. careful and
cautious 쑗 The figures in the document
are a conservative estimate. 왍 conservative with a small ’c’ used to
show the difference between people
who have such ideas and beliefs and
those who support the Conservative
Party 3. Conservative referring to
the Conservative Party 쑗 the Conservative government of 1979 쑗 The manifesto attacks Conservative policies.
Also called Tory 쐽 noun 1. a person
who believes that society should not
change or should change only very
slowly 2. Conservative a supporter
of the Conservative Party
Conservative
Party
/kən
s#vətv pɑti/ noun the political
party which is in favour of only gradual change in society, and against state
involvement in industry and welfare
conservative

|

Conservative Party

|

COMMENT: In most countries, the Conservative Party is one of the two main
political parties, though it is not always
called ‘Conservative’. For instance, in
many European countries the Christian Democrat Party is the conservative party.

Conservative Party of Canada
Conservative Party of Canada

/kəns#vətv pɑti əv knədə/
noun a Canadian political party
|

formed from the Progressive Conservative Party and the Canadian Alliance
in 2003
consist of /kənsst ɒv/ verb to be
formed of 쑗 The education department
consists of advisory and administrative sections, together with the inspectorate. 쑗 A delegation consisting of all
the heads of department concerned
asked to meet the principal.
consociation /kən səυsieʃ(ə)n/
noun a group of political parties or
pressure groups that work together to
share power
consist of

|

consociation

|

|

consolidate /kənsɒldet / verb to
consolidate

|

bring several Acts of Parliament together into one act
Consolidated
Fund
/kən
sɒldetd fnd/ noun the total government money formed of all taxes
and other government income
Consolidated Fund Bill /kəŋ
sɒldetd fnd bl/ noun a bill in
the House of Commons to allow money to be raised for government spending
Consolidating
Act
/kən
sɒldetŋ kt/ noun an Act of Parliament which brings together several
previous Acts on the same subject
consolidation /kən sɒldeʃ(ə)n/
noun the act of bringing together various Acts of Parliament which deal
with one subject into one single Act
consort /kɒnsɔt/ noun the husband or wife of a King or Queen
conspiracy /kənsprəsi/ noun secret agreement or plan to do something wrong or illegal 쑗 a conspiracy
to oust the leader 왍 conspiracy of silence an agreement between a group
of people to say nothing to anyone
else about something that has happened
conspirator /kənsprətə/ noun a
person who is part of a group who
make a secret agreement to do something wrong 쑗 After the Gunpowder
Plot, the conspirators were rapidly arrested.
conspiratorial /kən sprətɔriəl/
adjective as in a secret agreement
made by a group to do something
wrong 쑗 He spoke in a conspiratorial
whisper.
conspiriologist
/kən spri
ɒlədst/ noun someone who believes in conspiracy theories
constable /knstəb(ə)l/ noun 1. 쏡
police constable 2. in some towns or
townships in the United States and,
historically, in British towns and boroughs, a low-ranking law officer
constabulary
/kənstbjυləri/
noun the police force of a city or a district 쐽 adjective relating to a police
Consolidated Fund

|

Consolidated Fund Bill

|

Consolidating Act

|

consolidation

|

|

consort

conspiracy

|

conspirator

|

conspiratorial

|

|

conspiriologist

|

constable

constabulary

|

|
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force, or involved in being a police officer
constituency
/kənsttjυənsi/
noun 1. an area of a country which is
represented by a Member of Parliament 쑗 She represents one of the
northern constituencies. 쑗 The UK is
divided into 650 single-member constituencies. 왍 a good constituency
MP an MP who looks after the interests of his or her constituents well 2.
an area of support 쑗 The leader’s natural constituency is the working class.
constituency
party
/kən
sttjυənsi pɑti/ noun a branch of a
national political party in a constituency
constituent /kənsttjυənt/ noun a
person who lives in a constituency 쑗
The MP had a mass of letters from his
constituents complaining about aircraft noise.
constitution
/ kɒnsttjuʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. the laws under which a country is ruled, which give the people
rights and responsibilities, and which
give the government powers and duties 쑗 The freedom of the individual is
guaranteed by the country’s constitution. 쑗 The new president asked the assembly to draft a new constitution. 쒁
European Constitution 2. the written rules of a society or club 쑗 Under
the society’s constitution, the chairman is elected for a two-year period.
쑗 Payments to officers of the association are not allowed by the constitution.
constituency

|

constituency party

|

constituent

|

constitution

|

‘…the Constitution guarantees a very
limited number of rights, including free
trade among the states, no discrimination
against interstate residents, etc.’
[The Age (Melbourne)]
COMMENT: Most countries have written
constitutions, usually drafted by lawyers, which can be amended by an
Act of the country’s legislative body.
The United States constitution was
drawn up by Thomas Jefferson after
the country became independent, and
has numerous amendments (the first
ten amendments being the Bill of
Rights). Great Britain is unusual in
that it has no written constitution and
relies on precedent and the body of

constitutive
laws passed over the years to act as a
safeguard of the rights of the citizens
and the legality of government.

/ kɒnsttjuʃ(ə)n/
noun the Constitution of the United

Constitution

Constitution

|

States, containing seven articles and
26 amendments, that has been in effect since its adoption in 1789
constitutional
/ kɒnst
tjuʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adjective 1. referring
to a country’s constitution 쑗 Censorship of the press is not constitutional.
2. according to a constitution 쑗 The reelection of the chairman for a second
term is not constitutional.
constitutionalise
/ kɒnst
tjuʃənəlaz/ verb 1. to make a piece
of legislation part of a constitution, or
permit a practice through a constitution 2. to bring a form of government,
a country or an organisation under the
control of a constitution
constitutionalism
/ kɒnst
tjuʃənəlz(ə)m / noun 1. the system
of government based on a constitution
2. belief in government based on a
constitution
constitutionality / kɒnsttjuʃə
ltin/ noun the degree to which
something obeys the rules of a constitution
constitutional
law
/ kɒnst
tjuʃ(ə)n(ə)l lɔ/ noun laws under
which a country is ruled or laws relating to the government and its work
constitutional

|

constitutionalise

|

constitutionalism

|

constitutionality

|

constitutional law

|

constitutional lawyer

constitutional

lawyer

/ kɒnsttjuʃ(ə)n(ə)l lɔjə/ noun a

lawyer who specialises in constitutional law

constitutional monarchy

constitutional

monarchy

/ kɒnsttjuʃ(ə)n(ə)l mɒnəki/ noun

the system of government where the
king or queen has limited powers and
most power is in the hands of an elected legislature and executive
constitutional right / kɒnst
tjuʃ(ə)n(ə)l rat/ noun a right which
is guaranteed by the constitution of a
country
constitutive /kənsttjυtv/ adjective having the power to create an officonstitutional right

|

constitutive

|
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cial body or appoint the members of
an official body
constructive engagement /kən
strktv nedmənt / noun the
policy of continuing to have restricted
political and business links with a
country while still encouraging it to
improve political or social conditions
consul /kɒnsəl/ noun 1. a person
who represents a country in a foreign
city, and helps his country’s citizens
and business interests there 쑗 the British Consul in Seville 쑗 the French
Consul in Manchester 2. (in ancient
Roman government) one of two leaders of the government, elected every
year
consular /kɒnsjυlə/ adjective referring to a consul 쑗 The consular offices are open every weekday. 쑗 He
spends most of his time on consular
duties.
consular
agent
/kɒnsjυlə
ed(ə)nt/ noun a person with the duties of a representative of a different
country in a small foreign town who
helps his country’s citizens and business interests there. Abbr CA
consulate /kɒnsjυlət/ noun a
house or office of someone who represents a different country in a foreign
city 쑗 There will be a party at the consulate on National Day.
consul-general
/ kɒnsəl
den(ə)rəl/ noun the representative
of a country in a large foreign city who
is responsible for other consuls in the
area (NOTE: The plural is consulsconstructive engagement

|

|

consul

consular

consular agent

consulate

consul-general

general or consul-generals.)
consultancy /kənsltənsi/ noun
consultancy

|

the act of giving advice in a specialist
area 쑗 a consultancy firm 쑗 He offers a
consultancy service.
consultant /kənsltənt/ noun
someone who gives specialist advice
consultation document / kɒnsəl
teʃ(ə)n dɒkjυmənt/, consultative
document
/kən sltətv
dɒkjυmənt/ noun a paper with proposals which is given to people who
are asked to comment and make suggestions for improvement
consultant

|

consultation document

|

|

consultative /kənsltətv/ adjective being asked to give advice 쑗 the
consultative

|

report of a consultative body 쑗 She is
acting in a consultative capacity.
consulting /kənsltŋ/ adjective
referring to a person who gives specialist advice 쑗 a consulting engineer
consumer council /kən sjumə
kaυns(ə)l/ noun a group representing
the interests of people who buy goods
and services
consumer credit /kən sjumə
kredt/ noun the provision of loans
by banks to help people buy goods
consumerism
/kən
sjumərz(ə)m/ noun the movement
for the protection of the rights of people who buy goods and services
consumer
legislation /kən
sjumə ledsleʃ(ə)n/ noun the set
of laws which give rights to people
who buy goods or who pay for services
consumer
protection /kən
sjumə prətekʃən/ noun the legal
protection of people who buy goods
and services from unfair or illegal
business practices
consumption
/kənsmpʃən/
noun 1. the use or purchase of goods
or services 쑗 a car with low petrol consumption 쑗 The factory has a heavy
consumption of coal. 2. the process of
eating or drinking things 쑗 increased
consumption of fatty sugary foods
contact group /kɒntkt rup/
noun a group of people who meet both
sides separately in a dispute to try to
achieve agreement through discussion
contempt /kəntempt/ noun behaviour that is rude or shows a lack of respect 왍 contempt of Parliament, contempt of the House behaviour which
may bring the authority of Parliament
into disrepute or which obstructs the
work of Parliament 왍 to bring Parliament into contempt to do something
which obstructs the work of Parliament or which shows lack of respect
for Parliament
content /kɒntent/ noun in the
House of Lords, a vote for a motion.
consulting

|

consumer council

|

consumer credit

|

consumerism

|

consumer legislation

|

|

consumer protection

|

|

consumption

|

contact group

contempt

|

content
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Compare aye (NOTE: Disagreement
is shown by the phrase ‘not content’.)
contents /kɒntents/ plural noun
contents

the things contained inside something
쑗 The customs officials inspected the
contents of the box.
contest /kəntest/ noun a competition, especially in an election 쑗 She
won the leadership contest easily. 쐽
verb 1. to argue that a decision or a
ruling is wrong 쑗 I wish to contest the
claim made by the Leader of the Opposition. 2. to fight an election 쑗 The
seat is being contested by five candidates.
context /kɒntekst/ noun 1. a general situation in which something happens 쑗 The action of the police has to
be seen in the context of the riots
against the government. 2. the other
words which surround a word or
phrase 쑗 The words can only be understood in the context of the phrase in
which they occur.
Continental Europe / kɒnt
nent(ə)l jυərəp/ noun Europe excluding the British Isles
contingent /kəntndənt/ adjective dependent on something else
contractarianism
/ kɒntrkt
eəriənz(ə)m/ noun the political theory which says that government is
based on an agreement between the
people and the government
contract law /kɒntrkt lɔ/ noun
laws relating to agreements
contradict / kɒntrədkt/ verb not
to agree with or to say exactly the opposite 쑗 The statement contradicts the
report in the newspapers. 쑗 The witness before the committee contradicted himself several times.
contradiction
/ kɒntrədkʃən/
noun a statement which disagrees
with another statement 쑗 The witness’
evidence was a mass of contradictions. 쑗 There is a contradiction between the Minister’s statement in the
House of Commons and the reports
published in the newspapers.
contest

|

context

Continental Europe

|

contingent

|

contractarianism

|

contract law

contradict

|

contradiction

|

convener

contradictory / kɒntrədkt(ə)ri/
contradictory

|

adjective not agreeing

쑗

a mass of

contradictory evidence

contrary /kɒntrəri/ noun opposite
contrary

왍 contrary to used to emphasise that

something is true, even though the opposite may be expected 쑗 Contrary to
(all) expectations, the party won the
election easily. 쑗 Contrary to popular
belief or opinion, common-law marriage offers little protection to women.
contravene / kɒntrəvin/ verb to
break or to go against rules or laws 쑗
The workshop has contravened the
employment regulations. 쑗 The fire department can close a restaurant if it
contravenes the safety regulations.
contravention / kɒntrəvenʃən/
noun the act of breaking a rule or law
control /kəntrəυl/ noun 1. the power of being able to direct something 쑗
The company is under the control of
three shareholders. 쑗 The Democrats
gained control of the Senate. 쑗 The
rebels lost control of the radio station.
2. the activity of checking something
or making sure that something is kept
in check 쐽 verb to have power over
something 왍 to control a council to
have a majority on a council and so direct its business 쑗 Senate is controlled
by the Conservatives, while the Socialists have a majority in the national
Assembly
controlled economy /kən trəυld
kɒnəmi/ noun an economy where
most business activity is directed by
orders from the government
controversial / kɒntrəv#ʃ(ə)l/
adjective causing a lot of argument 쑗
The council has decided to withdraw
its controversial proposal to close the
sports club. 쑗 The bill was not controversial and was supported by members of both sides of the house.
controversy /kɒntrəv#si, kən
trɒvəsi/ noun a strong argument
about an issue 쑗 There has been a lot
of controversy about the government’s
tax proposals.
convener /kənvinə/, convenor
noun a person who calls a meeting
contravene

|

contravention

|

control

|

controlled economy

|

|

controversial

|

controversy

|

convener

|

GovtPol.fm Page 56 Tuesday, July 13, 2004 7:51 PM

convention

56

convention /kənvenʃən/ noun 1.
convention

|

the general way in which something is
usually done, though not enforced by
law 쑗 It is the convention for American
lawyers to designate themselves ‘Esquire’. 2. a meeting, or series of meetings held to discuss and decide important matters 쑗 The Democratic Party
Convention to select the presidential
candidate was held in Washington. 3.
an international treaty 쑗 the Geneva
Convention on Human Rights 쑗 The
three countries are all signatories of
the convention.
convention bounce /kənvenʃən
baυns/ noun an increase in the support shown for a presidential candidate after nomination at a party convention
convergence
criteria
/kən
v#d(ə)ns kratəriə/ noun the economic rules set out in the Maastricht
treaty (1993), which members of the
European Union have to satisfy in order to move to the single European
currency or euro
conviction /kənvkʃən/ noun 1. a
feeling of being sure that something is
true 쑗 It is her conviction that the proposed legislation will result in the sale
of council houses being delayed. 2. a
decision that someone accused of a
crime is guilty 쑗 She had three convictions for drunken driving.
conviction politics /kən vkʃən
pɒltks/ noun political policies
based on firmly held beliefs
convince /kənvns/ verb to make
someone believe something is true 쑗
The government minister tried to convince the strikers that their claims
would be heard. 쑗 The Finance Minister had difficulty in convincing Parliament that the budget deficit would be
reduced.
convulsion /kənvlʃən/ noun a
sudden extreme change (informal) 쑗
This compromise allowed the court to
avoid the political convulsion that
would have come with a decision to
remove the leader from office.
convention bounce

|

convergence criteria

|

|

conviction

|

conviction politics

|

convince

|

convulsion

|

cooperate /kəυɒpəret/ verb to
work together 쑗 The governments are
cooperating in the fight against piracy. 쑗 The two firms have cooperated
on planning the computer system.
cooperation
/kəυ ɒpəreʃ(ə)n/
noun working together 쑗 The work
was completed ahead of schedule with
the cooperation of the whole staff.
cooperative
society
/kəυ
ɒp(ə)rətv sə saəti/ noun a society
where the customers and workers are
partners and share the profits
co-opt / kəυ ɒpt/ verb 왍 to co-opt
someone onto a committee to ask
someone to join a committee without
having been elected 쐽 adjective coopted made a member of a committee
without being elected 쑗 She is a coopted member of the education committee.
cope /kəυp/ verb to deal with 쑗 The
House is having difficulty in coping
with the mass of legislation before it
this session. 쑗 The Chairman of the Finance Committee said that she doubted if the Borough Treasurer’s office
could cope with the extra workload.
co-principality
/ kəυ
prns
plti/ noun a state ruled by two
princes
cooperate

|

cooperation

|

|

cooperative society

|

|

co-opt

cope

co-principality

|

COMMENT: The state of Andorra is a
co-principality, its two princes being
the Bishop of Urgel, in Spain, and the
President of the French Republic.

copyright /kɒpirat/ adjective covcopyright

ered by the laws which limit the right
to copy books or other written materials 쑗 It is illegal to take copies of a
copyright work.
Copyright Act /kɒpi rat kt/
noun the Act of Parliament controlling the copying of written material
without the permission of the author
and publisher
copyrighted /kɒpiratd/ adjective relating to materials covered by
the Copyright Act
copyright law /kɒpirat lɔ/ noun
laws concerning the copying of written materials
Copyright Act

|

copyrighted

copyright law
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core executive / kɔ zekjυtv/
core executive

|

noun the central figures in the govern-

ment: Prime Minister, Cabinet, ministers and senior Civil Servants 쑗 Rather
than thinking of the Prime Minister
and Cabinet as struggling for power
we should think of the core executive
as working most of the time to achieve
the same goals.
COREPER abbreviation Committee
of Permanent Representatives
coronation / kɒrəneʃ(ə)n/ noun
the official ceremony at which a king
or queen is crowned
corporate /kɔp (ə)rət/ adjective
referring to a group or organisation,
especially to a company or business
corporation / kɔpəreʃ(ə)n/ noun
a legal body such as a town council 왍
the mayor and corporation the mayor and other councillors
corporatism /kɔp (ə)rətz(ə)m/
noun a system of government where
large powerful pressure groups influence the policies of the government
corporatist /kɔp(ə)rətst / adjective referring to corporatism 쑗 He
holds corporatist views.
corps
diplomatique
/ kɔ
dpləmətik/ noun same as diploCOREPER

coronation

|

corporate

corporation

|

corporatism

corporatist

corps diplomatique

|

matic corps
corpus /kɔpəs/ noun a body of
laws (NOTE: The plural is corpora.)
corpus legis / kɔpəs leds/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘body of laws’:
corpus

corpus legis

books containing Roman civil law
correct /kərekt/ verb 쑗 The assistant will have to correct all these typing errors before you send the contract. 쑗 The minister had to make a
statement correcting the information
given at the press conference the previous day. 왍 correct the record US to
record a change of vote by a Senator
after the vote has been counted
correspond / kɒrspɒnd/ verb 1.
to write letters 2. to be similar or
equivalent to something
correspondent / kɒrspɒndənt/
noun 1. a person who writes letters to
someone 쑗 As an MP, I have a number
correct

|

correspond

|

correspondent

|

cost of living

of constituents who are regular correspondents on local issues. 2. a journalist who writes articles for a newspaper, or reports for radio or TV, on specialist subjects 쑗 a financial
correspondent 쑗 ‘The Times’ legal
correspondent 쑗 She is the Paris correspondent of the ‘Telegraph’. 쒁 court
correspondent,
spondent

lobby

corre-

corridors of power / kɒrdɔz əv
paυə/ plural noun the places where
major political issues are discussed by
powerful or influential people and important decisions are taken
corrigendum / kɒrendəm/ noun
a word which is to be corrected (NOTE:
The plural is corrigenda.)
corrupt /kərpt/ adjective not honest 쐽 verb to bribe someone to make
them act dishonestly
corruption /kərpʃən/ noun accepting bribes on the part of officials 쑗
Magistrates are investigating corruption in the police force.
Cortes /kɔtez/ noun the legislature
in Spain
cosignatory
/kəυsnət (ə)ri/
noun a country which signs a treaty
with another 쑗 The three countries are
all cosignatories to the international
convention.
cosponsor /kəυ spɒnsə/ noun a
person who introduces something
such as a bill with someone else 쑗 the
three cosponsors of the bill
cost-effective / kɒst fektv/ adjective giving good value or a good result at little cost 쑗 The new scheme will
be cost-effective as it improves energy
efficiency.
cost of living / kɒst əv lvŋ/ noun
the money which has to be paid for basic needs such as food, heating, and
rent 쑗 to allow for the rise in the cost
of living in salaries 왍 cost-of-living
allowance a special regular addition
to normal salary to cover increases in
the cost of living 왍 cost-of-living increase an increase in salary to allow it
to keep up with the increased cost of
living 왍 cost-of-living index a way of
corridors of power

corrigendum

|

corrupt

|

corruption

|

Cortes

|

cosignatory

|

cosponsor

|

cost-effective

cost of living
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measuring the cost of living which is
shown as a percentage increase on the
figure for the previous year
COTW noun the countries that opposed Saddam Hussein in the Iraq War
of 2003. Full form Coalition of the
COTW

Willing

council /kaυnsəl/ noun 1. an officouncil

cial group chosen to run something or
to advise on a problem. 쒁 Security
Council 2. a group of representatives
elected to run an area of a country.
Also called local council. 쒁 borough
council, town council, county
council 3. same as Privy Council 4.

a body of the legislature in several
states 5. a meeting of a council 쐽 adjective relating to or belonging to a local council 쑗 a new council policy 쑗
council property
‘…the council could try and cut spending
to
make
a
balanced
budget’
[Local Government News]

chamber
/kaυnsəl
tʃembə/ noun a room in the Town
Hall where a local council meets
council estate /kaυnsəl  stet/
noun an area of houses and flats belonging to a local council
council house /kaυns(ə)l haυs/,
council flat /kaυns(ə)l flt/ noun a
home belonging to a local council, for
which rent is paid
council leader / kaυnsəl lidə/
noun a person elected by the main
party running a local council as their
leader. Compare mayor
councillor /kaυns(ə)lə/ noun an
elected member of a council, especially a council that runs a city, county etc.
councilman /kaυnsəlmən/ noun
US a man who is an elected member
of a city council in the USA
Council of Europe /kaυns(ə)l əv
jυərəp/ noun the oldest of the European political organisations, with its
headquarters in Strasbourg. Abbr
COE
council
council chamber

council estate

|

council house

council leader

councillor

councilman

Council of Europe

COMMENT: The Council of Europe was
founded in 1949, and currently has 45
members. Its aim is to foster unity of
action between European countries in
educational, legal and other areas. It

established the Convention for the
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (the ’European
Convention on Human Rights’) in
1950 and the European Court of Human Rights, in Strasbourg, in 1959.
The Convention was the first international legal agreement to protect human rights. More recently it has established conventions on the protection
of minorities, the prevention of human
cloning and cybercrime.

council officer /kaυnsəl ɒfsə/
council officer

noun a civil servant employed by a
town or county council
Council of Ministers / kaυns(ə)l
əv mnstəz/, Council of the European Union / kaυns (ə)l əv ðə
jυərəpiən junjən/ noun the body
made up of ministers of the Member
States of the European Union which
plays a major part in developing the
laws of the Union
Council of Ministers

COMMENT: The central Council is
formed of the Foreign Ministers of the
Member States, but the membership
of the Council of Ministers varies with
the subject being discussed; if it is a
question of agricultural policy, then
the Ministers of Agriculture of each
country form the Council under the
chairmanship of the minister whose
country then holds the presidency of
the EU.

council of war /kaυnsəl əv wɔ/
council of war

noun 1. a meeting of military leaders

in wartime to discuss what action
should be taken 2. a meeting to decide
on a plan of action in any emergency
council tax /kaυnsəl tks/ noun a
local tax raised on each property, paid
by the occupier of the property, and
calculated according to the value of
the property
council tenant /kaυnsəl tenənt/
noun a person who lives in council
property and pays rent to the council
councilwoman /kaυnsəlwυmən/
noun US a woman who is an elected
member of a city council in the USA
counsellor /kaυnsələ/ noun 1. a
trained person who gives advice or
help 쑗 They went to see a marriage
guidance counsellor. 2. a person employed in an embassy 3. US a lawyer
who advises a person in a legal case
council tax

council tenant

councilwoman

counsellor
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counter-revolutionary / kaυntə

(NOTE: The US spelling is counselor.)
count /kaυnt/ noun 1. the act of

counting 쑗 the count of votes after an
election 쑗 The count started at ten
o’clock and finished just after midnight. 쒁 recount 2. (in the House of
Commons) the act of counting how
many MPs are present. If there are
fewer than 40, the sitting is adjourned.
3. a separate charge against an accused person read out in court 쑗 He
was found guilty on all four counts. 4.
a noble title, used in Europe apart
from the United Kingdom (NOTE: The
title is used in France (comte), Spain
(Conde), Italy (Conte), Germany
(Graf), and other countries.)
counter /kaυntə/ noun something
counter

which opposes 쑗 The legislation is
seen as a counter to the increasing
power of local government. 쐽 adverb
in opposition to something
counter- /kaυntə/ prefix against
countercoup /kaυntə ku/ noun a
coup against a group that took political power in an earlier coup
counter-demonstration /kaυntə
demənstreʃ(ə)n/ noun a protest
held in opposition to another protest
counter-espionage
/ kaυntər
espiənɑ/, counter-intelligence
/ kaυntər nteldəns/ noun the activities involved in working against
the spies of another country 쑗 The offices were bugged by counter-intelligence agents.
counterinsurgency / kaυnt(ə)rn
s#d(ə)nsi/ noun military action
against people who are fighting their
own government
countermand
/ kaυntəmɑnd/
verb to overturn a command made
earlier
counterpart /kaυntəpɑt/ noun a
person who has a similar job or is in a
similar situation 쑗 The British Minister of Defence wrote to his Spanish
counterpart.
counter-revolution
/kaυntə
revəluʃ(ə)n/ noun a violent reaction against a rebellion
counter-

countercoup

|

counter-demonstration

|

counter-espionage

|

counterinsurgency

|

|

counterpart

counter-revolution

|

revəluʃ(ə)n(ə)ri/ adjective opposing a rebellion or uprising 쐽 noun a
person opposed to a rebellion or revolt
countersign /kaυntəsan/ verb to
sign a document which has already
been signed by someone else 쑗 The
payment has to be countersigned by
the head of department.
counterterrorism
/ kaυntə
terərz(ə)m/ noun military or political activities to prevent terrorist acts
countess /kaυnts/ noun 1. (in European aristocracy) the wife of a
count 2. (in the British aristocracy)
the wife of an earl
count on /kaυnt ɒn/ verb 1. to expect something to happen 쑗 The government seems to be counting on winning the votes of the floating voters. 2.
to rely on someone or something 쑗 You
can count on Mr Jones, he is an excellent committee chairman.
country /kntri/ noun 1. a land
which is independent and governs itself 쑗 The contract covers sales in the
countries of the European Union. 쑗
Some African countries export oil. 왍 to
go to the country to call a general
election 쑗 The Prime Minister has decided to go to the country. 2. the area
outside a town
Country Party /kntri pɑti/
noun now called National Party of
|

count

countermand

county
counter-revolutionary

countersign

counterterrorism

|

countess

count on

country

Country Party

Australia

county /kaυnti/ noun one of the adcounty

ministrative divisions of a country 쑗 It
is illegal to transport cattle across the
county boundary. 쑗 The police forces
of several counties are cooperating in
the search for the missing girl.
COMMENT:

Rural areas in many countries such as Britain and New Zealand
and sections of federal states such as
the Provinces of Canada and the
States in the USA are divided into
counties. Most counties in Britain are
shires (Berkshire, Staffordshire, etc.).
In other cases, the word is used as a
title, before the name in Britain (the
County of Durham) and after the
name in the USA (Marlboro County).
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county council / kaυnti kaυnsəl/
county council

noun a group of people elected to run

a county

county town /kaυnti taυn/ noun
county town

the main administrative centre in a
county, where the county council offices are situated
coup /ku/, coup d’état / ku de
t/ noun a rapid change of government which removes one government
by force and replaces it by another 쑗
After the coup, groups of students attacked the police stations.
coup

|

COMMENT:

A coup is usually carried
out by a small number of people, who
already have some power such as
army officers, while a revolution is a
general uprising of a large number of
ordinary people. A coup changes the
members of a government, but a revolution changes the whole social system.

CP

CPS abbreviation Crown Prosecu-

|

Court of St. James

covert

CPS

court correspondent

Court of Auditors

in Scotland, consisting of the Inner
House and Outer House
covert /kəυvət, kvət/ adjective
hidden or secret 왍 covert action an action which is secret, e.g. spying
CP abbreviation Communist Party

chase order

legal trials are held 왍 a settlement was
reached out of court, the two parties
reached an out-of-court settlement
the dispute was settled between the
two parties privately without continuing the court case 왍 Criminal Court,
Civil Court a court where criminal or
civil cases are heard 2. the judges or
magistrates in a court 쑗 The court will
retire for thirty minutes. 3. a place
where a king or queen lives and rules
from 쑗 The head of the army has a lot
of influence at court. 4. a king, queen
and their officials and servants 쑗 When
war broke out, the court was moved to
the north of the country. 쑗 Members of
the court plotted to remove the king
and replace him with his brother.
court correspondent /kɔt kɒr
spɒndənt/ noun a journalist who reports on the activities of a king or
queen and the royal family
Court of Appeal / kɔt əv əpil/,
Court of Appeals / kɔt əv əpilz/
noun same as Appeal Court
Court of Auditors / kɔt əv
ɔdtəz/ noun the institution which
checks the financial accounts of the
European Union
Court of St. James / kɔt əv sənt
demz/ noun the official home of
|

Court of Session

CPO

court /kɔt/ noun 1. the place where

|

ambassadors in Britain are said to
be sent to the Court of St. James.)
Court of Session / kɔt əv
seʃ(ə)n/ noun the highest civil court

(NOTE: In some other languages, it is
often written PC: PCF (Parti Communiste Français); PCI (Partito
Comunista Italiano).)
CPO abbreviation compulsory pur-

court

Court of Appeal

the British royal court 쑗 He presented
his credentials as Ambassador to the
Court of St. James. (NOTE: Foreign

tion Service
CPSA

CPSA abbreviation Civil and Public
Services Association
CPSU

CPSU abbreviation Community and
Public Service Union

crack down on / krk daυn ɒn/
crack down on

verb to use severe measures against
something (informal) 쑗 The government is cracking down on crime.
CRB abbreviation Criminal Records
Bureau
CRE abbreviation Commission for
Racial Equality
credentials /krdenʃəlz/ noun the
official documents, proving that an
ambassador has been appointed legally by the country he or she represents.
Also called letters of credence 왍 to
present his or her credentials, to
present his or her letters of credence
(of an ambassador) to visit for the
first time the head of the state of the
country where he or she is ambassador, and hand over the documents that
show that he or she has been legally
appointed
criminal
action / krmn(ə)l
kʃən/ noun a case brought usually
by the state against someone who is
charged with a crime
CRB

CRE

credentials

|

criminal action
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criminal law / krmn(ə)l lɔ/ noun
criminal law

the laws relating to acts committed
against the laws of the land and which
are punished by the state
crisis /krass/ noun a time of danger or of great problems requiring action to solve them 쑗 The President
tried to solve the political crisis after
the government was defeated in the
Assembly. 쑗 The leader of the council
tried to say that the city was not facing
a financial crisis.
crisis management /krass
mndmənt/ noun the process of
working through a critical situation,
dealing with the problems that arise
and trying to control responses to
events
crisis measures /krass meəz/
plural noun actions taken to try to
overcome great dangers or difficulties
쑗 We shall have to take crisis measures
to deal with the unemployment situation. (NOTE: The plural is crises
/krasiz/ .)
criticise /krtsaz/, criticize verb
to say that something or someone is
wrong or is working badly 쑗 The Opposition criticised the government for
the way in which it had handled the financial crisis.
cronyism /krəυniz(ə)m/ noun
special treatment given to friends or
colleagues, especially in politics
cross /krɒs/ verb 왍 to cross the
floor (of the House) (of a sitting MP)
to change from one political party to
another
crossbencher /krɒsbentʃə/ noun
a member of the House of Lords who
is not a member of one the main political parties. Also called crossbench
crisis

crisis management

crisis measures

criticise

cronyism

cross

crossbencher

|

Peer

cross benches / krɒs bentʃəz/
cross benches

plural noun the seats in the House of
Lords where members sit if they are
not members of a political party
cross-party / krɒs pɑti/ adjective
involving two or more political parties
crown /kraυn/ noun 1. a way of describing the state in a country where a
king or queen is head of state 왍 the
cross-party

crown

Crown privilege

Crown the King or Queen as representing the State 쑗 Mr Smith is appearing for the Crown 쑗 the Crown
submitted that the maximum sentence
should be applied in this case 쑗 the
Crown case or the case for the Crown
was that the defendants were guilty of
espionage 2. the circular ornament
made of gold worn on the head by a
king or queen on formal occasions 3.
the monarchy 쐽 verb to put a crown on
the head of a king or queen to show
that they have become the head of
state 쑗 British kings and queens are
crowned in Westminster Abbey. 쒁 coronation

Crown Agent / kraυn ed(ə)nt/
Crown Agent

noun a member of a government
board which provides financial, commercial and other services to some
foreign governments and international
organisations
Crown Colony / kraυn kɒləni/
noun an overseas territory under the
formal control of the UK government
Crown
copyright
/ kraυn
kɒpirat/ noun the right to restrict
copying of documents published by
the government
Crown Court / kraυn kɔt/ noun
the court, above the level of the magistrates’ courts, which has centres all
over England and Wales and which
hears criminal cases (NOTE: A Crown
Crown Colony

Crown copyright

Crown Court

Court is formed of a circuit judge and
jury, and hears major criminal cases.)
crowned head / kraυnd hed/
noun a king or queen 쑗 All the
crowned head

crowned heads of Europe attended the
state funeral.
Crown Lands / kraυn lɑndz/,
Crown property noun land or property belonging to the King or Queen
Crown Prince / kraυn prns/ noun
in some countries, the title given to the
eldest son of a king, who will become
king himself on the death of his father
Crown
privilege
/ kraυn
prvld/ noun the right of the government not to have to produce docuCrown Lands

Crown Prince

Crown privilege
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ments to a court by reason of the interests of the state

Crown
Crown Prosecution Service

Prosecution

Service

/ kraυn
prɒskjuʃ(ə)n
s#vs/
noun the office of the Director of Pub|

lic Prosecutions, whose job is to bring
criminals to court. Abbr CPS
Crown
prosecutor
/ kraυn
prɒskjutə/ noun an official of the
Director of Public Prosecution’s department who is responsible for bringing criminals to court in a local area
crusade /krused/ noun strong action to stop or change something 쑗 The
government has launched a crusade
against drugs. 쐽 verb to take part in a
crusade 쑗 She has been crusading for
more government action to reduce unemployment.
crusader /krusedə/ noun a person who takes part in a campaign to
change something 쑗 She was a famous
crusader for women’s right to vote.
crypto- /krptəυ/ prefix hidden 왍
cryptocommunist a secret communist
CS / si es/ abbreviation civil service
CSC abbreviation Civil Service
Commission
CSU abbreviation Civil Service Union
cultural /kltʃ(ə)rəl/ adjective 1.
referring to a society’s culture 쑗 respect for cultural differences 2. referring to the arts 쑗 asking for increased
public support for cultural activities
such as opera and ballet
cultural attaché /kltʃ(ə)rəl ə
tʃe/ noun a member of an embassy
representing his or her country’s interests in the fields of art, music, literature
culture /kltʃə/ noun 1. a society’s
way of thinking and behaving 쑗 EuroCrown prosecutor

crusade

|

crusader

|

crypto-

CS

CSC

CSU

cultural

cultural attaché

|

culture

pean history and culture 2. activities
involving art, music or literature
curfew /k#fju/ noun an order forbidding movement out of doors at specific times 쑗 The government has imposed a dusk-to-dawn curfew in the
city.
currency /krənsi/ noun the money in coins and notes which is used in
a particular country
currency reserves /krənsi r
z#vz/ plural noun the foreign money
held by a government to support its
own currency and to pay its debts
customs /kstəmz/ plural noun
the government department which organises the collection of taxes on
goods brought into a country, or one of
its offices at an airport or port
Customs and Excise / kstəmz
ən eksaz/ noun the government department which deals with VAT, with
taxes on goods brought into the country, and taxes on products such as alcohol produced in the country. Also
called Excise Department
customs
barrier
/kstəmz
briə/ noun a tax intended to prevent
imports
customs duty /kstəmz djuti/
noun same as import duty
customs
union
/kstəmz
junjən/ noun an agreement between
several countries that goods can travel
between them without paying tax,
while goods from other countries are
taxed
cutback /ktbk/ noun a reduction
in the amount of money spent on
something, leading to a reduction in
something provided 쑗 cutbacks on social security spending 쑗 cutbacks in
healthcare services
curfew

currency

currency reserves

|

customs

Customs and Excise

customs barrier

customs duty

customs union

cutback
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D
Dáil, Dáil Éireann noun the lower
Dáil

The upper house is the Seanad Éireann; the members of the Dáil are
called Teachta Dala (TD).)
dark horse / dɑk hɔs/ noun US a
dark horse

candidate who receives unexpected
support in an electoral campaign
data /detə/ noun 1. information
which is available on computer 2.
facts used to come to a decision
data protection /detə prə
tekʃən/ noun the protection of information such as records about private
people in a computer from being copied or used wrongly
date of commencement / det
əv kəmensmənt / noun the day of the
year when an Act of Parliament or
other legal document takes effect
data

data protection

|

date of commencement

|

Daughters of the American
Revolution / dɔtəz əv θi ə
Daughters of the American Revolution

|

merkən revəluʃ(ə)n/ plural noun
in the United States, a women’s patriotic society founded in 1890 by descendants of those who fought in the
War of American Independence. Abbr
DAR
day-to-day / de tə de/ adjective
taking place as a regular part of normal life 쑗 The clerk organises the dayto-day running of the House of Commons.
Dayton Accords /detən ə kɔdz/
plural noun an agreement signed by
the presidents of Bosnia, Croatia, and
Serbia in 1995, to end hostilities in the
former Yugoslavia
DC abbreviation 1. District Council
2. District of Columbia
|

day-to-day

Dayton Accords

|

DC

dead letter / ded letə/ noun something which is no longer in use 쑗 This
law has become a dead letter.
deadlock /dedlɒk/ noun the point
when two sides in a dispute cannot
agree
deadlocked /dedlɒkd / adjective
unable to agree to continue discussing
왍 talks have been deadlocked for ten
days after ten days the talks have not
produced any agreement
deal /dil/ noun a business agreement
or contract 쑗 to arrange a deal or to set
up a deal or to do a deal 쑗 to sign a
deal
death duty /deθ djuti/ noun same
as estate duty
death grant /deθ rɑnt/ noun a
state payment to the family of a person
who has died to help with the cost of
the funeral
death penalty /deθ pen(ə)lti/
noun legal punishment by execution 쑗
The president has introduced the
death penalty for the worst crimes
against the state.
death squad /deθ skwɒd/ noun an
unofficial group of people who murder political opponents or other people
considered as enemies
debate /d bet/ noun a formal discussion usually leading to a vote 쑗
Several MPs criticised the government in or during the debate on the Finance Bill. 쑗 The Bill passed its Second Reading after a short debate. 쑗
The debate continued until 3 a.m. 쐽
verb 1. to discuss a proposal before
making a decision, usually by a vote 쑗
The MPs are still debating the Data
Protection Bill. 2. to consider something carefully before acting 쑗 she dedead letter

house of parliament in the Republic of
Ireland 쑗 The Foreign Minister reported on the meeting to the Dáil. (NOTE:

deadlock

deadlocked

deal

death duty

death grant

death penalty

death squad

debate

|
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bated whether to approach her MP on
the issue
debate on the address /d bet
ɒn ðə ədres/ noun the debate after
the Queen’s Speech at the Opening of
Parliament, where the motion is to
present an address of thanks to the
Queen, but the debate is in fact about
the government’s policies as described
in the Queen’s Speech
decency /dis(ə)nsi/ noun polite
behaviour that is acceptable to society
in general 쑗 The film shocked public
decency.
decent /dis(ə)nt/ adjective following polite behaviour acceptable to society in general 쑗 This book will shock
any decent citizen.
decentralisation
/di sentrəla
zeʃ(ə)n/, decentralization noun
moving power from the centre to local
areas
decentralise /disentrəlaz/, decentralize verb to move power, authority or action from a central point
to local areas 쑗 The decision-making
processes have been decentralised to
semi-autonomous bodies.
decision /ds(ə)n/ noun 1. a
choice made about what to do in a situation 쑗 to come to a decision or to
reach a decision 2. the process of
thinking clearly and quickly about
what to do 쑗 acted with decision 3. a
judgment in a civil court 왍 the decision of the House of Lords is final a
decision of the House of Lords,
against which there is no appeal 4. in
the European Union, binding legislation. 쒁 directive, recommendation,
debate on the address

|

|

decency

decent

decentralisation

|

|

/ds(ə)n
mekŋ/ noun the process of deciding
what is the best thing to do in a situation 왍 the decision-making processes
the ways in which decisions are
reached
declaration / dekləreʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. an official or important statement 2.
the official statement that someone
has been elected 쑗 The count has been
going on since 10 o’clock and we are
still waiting for the declaration.

decision-making
decision-making

|

declaration

|

Declaration of Human Rights
Declaration of Human Rights

/ dekləreʃ(ə)n əv hjumən rats/
noun a United Nations document ap|

proved on 10 December 1948, by the
General Assembly, setting out the basic rights of all human beings

declaration of independence
declaration of independence

/ dekləreʃ(ə)n əv ndpendəns/
noun a statement from a country mak|

|

ing itself independent of another
country which was ruling it

decentralise

|

decision

|

regulations
COMMENT: In the EU a decision is binding in its entirety on those to whom it
is addressed; a decision may be addressed to a Member State, to an organisation or to an individual person
(see Article 189 EC).

/ds(ə)n
mekə/ noun a person who has to decide what is the best thing to do in a
situation, especially someone who has
important decisions to make
decision-maker

decision-maker

|

Declaration of Independence
Declaration of Independence

/ dekləreʃ(ə)n əv ndpendəns/
noun the document written by Tho|

|

mas Jefferson in 1776 by which the
American colonies announced their
independence from Britain
declaration of war / dekləreʃ(ə)n
əv wɔ/ noun a statement by a country that it considers itself at war with
another country
declare /dkleə/ verb to make an official statement, or announce something to the public 쑗 to declare someone bankrupt 쑗 to declare that E.
Jones has been elected Member of
Parliament for the constituency 왍 to
declare independence (of a country)
to state that it is now independent, and
no longer ruled by another country
declared /dkleəd/ adjective 1.
made public 쑗 a declared supporter of
proportional representation 2. officially stated 쑗 Taxes are paid on declared income. 왍 declared value the
value of goods entered on a customs
declaration
declassification
/di klsf
keʃ(ə)n/ noun the act of making
something no longer secret
declaration of war

declare

|

declared

|

declassification

|

|
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declassify /diklsfa/ verb to
declassify

|

make a secret document or piece of information available to the public 쑗 The
government papers relating to the war
have recently been declassified.
decolonisation
/di kɒləna
zeʃ(ə)n/, decolonization noun the
process by which a state gives its foreign territories their independence
decolonise /dikɒlənaz/ verb to
give a colony its independence
decommission / dikəmʃ(ə)n/
verb to officially stop using something
such as a weapon
decontrol /dikəntrəυl/ verb to remove controls from something 왍 to
decontrol the price of something to
stop controlling the price of something so that the price can match demand
decree /dkri/ noun an order made
by a head of state 왍 to govern by decree to rule a country by issuing orders without having them debated and
voted in a parliament 쐽 verb to make
an order 쑗 The President decreed that
June 1st should be a National Holiday.
deductible /ddktb(ə)l/ adjective taken away from an amount of
money 쑗 deductible allowance 왍 taxdeductible deducted from an income
before tax is paid
deduction /ddkʃən/ noun 1.
business expenses which can be
claimed against tax 2. US 쏡 tax dedecolonisation

|

|

decolonise

|

decommission

|

decontrol

|

decree

|

deductible

|

deduction

|

ductions

de facto / de fktəυ/ Latin phrase
de facto

meaning ‘in fact’: as a matter of fact,

even though the legal title may not be
certain 쑗 He is the de facto owner of
the property. 쑗 The de facto government has been recognised. 왍 de facto
authority, de facto rule authority or
rule of a country by a group because it
is in power, whether ruling legally or
not 왍 de facto recognition recognition of a new government because it is
in power, whether it is ruling legally or
not. 쒁 de jure
defamation / defəmeʃ(ə)n/ noun
the offence of causing harm to somebody by speaking or writing in a disdefamation

|

defence

honest way about them (NOTE: Defamation may be libel if it is in a permanent form, such as printed matter, or
slander if it is spoken.) 왍 defamation

of character harm done to someone’s
reputation by maliciously saying or
writing things about him or her
defamatory /dfmət(ə)ri/ adjective intended to harm someone by saying or writing bad or false things about
them
defame /dfem/ verb to say or
write bad or false things about the
character of someone so as to damage
his or her reputation
defeat /dfit/ noun the failure to get
a majority in a vote 쑗 The minister offered to resign after the defeat of the
motion in the House of Commons. 쐽
verb to beat someone or something in
a vote 쑗 The bill was defeated in the
Lords by 52 to 64. 쑗 The government
was defeated in a vote on law and order.
defect /dfekt/ verb 1. (of a spy,
agent or government employee) to
leave one country or group to work for
another country or group 2. (of a
Member of Parliament) to leave your
party and join another
defection /dfekʃən/ noun the act
of leaving one country or group to
work for another country or group
defector /dfektə/ noun a person
who leaves one country or group to
work for another country or group
defence /dfens/ noun 1. actions
taken to protect someone or something against attack (NOTE: The US
spelling is defense.) 2. the system of
armed forces and weapons that a
country uses to protect itself from attack by other countries (NOTE: The US
spelling is defense.) 3. something
said or done in response to criticism 쑗
In his speech he made a strong defence of the decision to raise taxes.
defamatory

|

defame

|

defeat

|

defect

|

defection

|

defector

|

defence

|

(NOTE: The US spelling is defense.)
4. the case made in a law court in sup-

port of the person who is on trial
(NOTE: The US spelling is defense.)
5. the lawyer or lawyers who speak in
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court on behalf of the person who is on
trial (NOTE: The US spelling is defense.) 6. measures and structures
used to provide protection for something (often plural) 쑗 a defence
against invaders 쑗 flood defences 쐽
adjective relating to a country’s system of defence 쑗 defence strategy 쑗
defence budget (NOTE: The US spelling is defense.)
defend /dfend/ verb 1. to act to
protect someone or something 2. to
defend

|

fight an election to keep an elected position 쑗 She is defending a majority of
only 2,400. 쑗 He is defending a safe
Labour seat. 3. to speak to show that
your actions were right 쑗 The Minister
defended his decision.
defer /df#/ verb to arrange a meeting or activity for a later date than
originally planned 쑗 to defer judgment
쑗 The decision has been deferred until
the next meeting.
deferment /df#mənt/ noun the
act of arranging a meeting or activity
for a later date than originally planned
쑗 deferment of payment 쑗 deferment of
a decision
deferred /df#d/ adjective delayed
until a later date
defiance /dfaəns/ noun an open
refusal to obey a person, order or rule
defiant /dfaənt/ adjective openly
refusing to obey 쑗 defiant on the issue
of ID cards 쑗 The Prime Minister was
defiant, insisting there would be no
change of direction.
defiantly /dfaəntli/ adverb showing an open refusal to obey a person,
order or rule
deficit / defst/ noun the amount by
which spending is higher than income
쑗 The council is trying to agree on how
to reduce its current deficit. 쑗 The
President has promised to reduce the
budget deficit. 쒁 trade deficit
defer

|

deferment

|

deferred

|

defiance

|

defiant

|

defiantly

|

deficit

‘…the Deputy Premier rejected the claim
that the budget deficit had developed
over
a
number
of
years’
[Canberra Times]

deflation /difleʃ (ə)n/ noun the
deflation

|

economic situation when prices fall

deflationary /difleʃ(ə)n(ə)ri/ addeflationary

|

jective leading to a fall in prices 쑗 The

government has introduced some deflationary measures in the budget.
Defra /defrə/ abbreviation Department of Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs
defy /dfa/ verb 1. to refuse to obey
a person or order 쑗 The protesters
have defied the court order. 2. to be
impossible to believe or explain 쑗 to
defy belief or to defy explanation
de jure / de dυəri/ Latin phrase
meaning ‘by law’: as a matter of law,
where the legal title is clear 쑗 He is the
de jure owner of the property. 왍 de
jure recognition recognition of a new
government because it is the legal
government of the country. 쒁 de facto
delegate noun /delət/ a person
who is chosen or elected by other people to put their case at a meeting or in
an assembly 쑗 The company president
personally greeted the Japanese delegates. 쐽 verb /delə et/ to pass limited authority or responsibility to
someone else 쑗 The committee delegated the appointment of staff to the
chairman. 왍 delegated legislation orders, which have the power of Acts of
Parliament, but which are passed by a
minister to whom Parliament has delegated its authority 왍 delegated powers powers which may be legally
passed by a council to a committee or
by a committee to a sub-committee
delegation /deleʃ (ə)n/ noun 1.
a group of people chosen by other
people to put their case at a meeting or
in an assembly 쑗 a Chinese trade delegation 2. the act of passing limited
authority or responsibility for making
decisions to someone else
Defra

defy

|

de jure

delegate

|

delegation

|

delegatus non potest delegare

delegatus non potest delegare

/ delɑtəs nɒn pɒ test delɑre/
Latin phrase meaning ‘the delegate
|

|

cannot delegate to someone else’
/d lbəreʃ(ə)nz/
plural noun discussions 쑗 The result of
the committee’s deliberations was
passed to the newspapers.

deliberations

deliberations

|

|
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deliberative /dlb(ə)rətv/ adjecdeliberative

|

tive relating to careful discussion
delimit /dilmt/ verb to state cleardelimit

|

ly what the boundaries of something
are 쑗 The terms of reference of the
commission are strictly delimited.
deliver /dlvə/ verb 1. to obtain the
support of a place or people for a candidate or political party 2. to do something that was promised 쑗 There are
increasing signs that people believe
the government has delivered on
healthcare.
Dem. abbreviation 1. Democrat 2.
Democratic
demagogic / deməɒdk/ adjective appealing to people’s emotions
and prejudices in order to influence
them
demagogue /deməɒ/ noun a
leader who is able to get the support of
the people by exciting their feelings
deliver

|

Dem.

demagogic

|

demagogue

(disapproving)
demagogy, demagoguery noun
demagogy

the activity of appealing to feelings
such as fear, greed or hatred of the
mass of the people
demand /dmɑnd/ noun the fact
that people want goods and services
or, the amount of goods or services
that people want 쑗 Because many people now live alone, the demand for
housing is increasing. 쑗 Organic food
is being imported to meet the rising
demand.
demarcate /dimɑket/ verb to
decide on and set the boundaries of a
piece of land
demarcation
/ dimɑkeʃ (ə)n/
noun the process of deciding on and
setting the boundaries of a piece of
land
démarche /demɑʃ / noun a measure taken by diplomats, especially a
spoken protest
demission /dimʃən/ noun resignation from an important official post
demit /dimt/ verb to resign from
an important official post
demo /deməυ/ noun same as demdemand

|

demarcate

demarcation

|

démarche

demission

|

demit

|

demo

onstration (informal)

Democratic Party

democracy /dmɒkrəsi/ noun 1. a
theory or system of government by the
people or by the elected representatives of the people 쑗 After the coup,
democracy was replaced by a military
dictatorship. 쒁 social democracy 2.
a country ruled by its people or their
representatives 쑗 The pact was welcomed by western democracies.
democrat /deməkrt/ noun a person who believes in democracy
Democrat /deməkrt/ noun 1. a
member of the Democratic Party, one
of the two major political parties in the
United States 2. a member of the Australian Democrats, a centre-left minority political party
democratic / deməkrtk/ adjective 1. referring to a democracy 쑗 After
the coup the democratic processes of
government were replaced by government by decree. 2. free and fair or reflecting the views of the majority 쑗
The resolution was passed by a democratic vote of the council. 쑗 The action
of the leader is against the wishes of
the party as expressed in a democratic
vote at the party conference.
Democratic / deməkrtk/ adjective relating to or associated with the
Democratic Party of the United States
or the Australian Democrats
democratically / deməkrtkli/
adverb in a democratic way 쑗 He is
the first democratically elected president following the end of military rule.
democratic deficit / deməkrtk
defst/ noun the failure of a fully
democratic system to behave in a
democratic way (NOTE: The Europedemocracy

|

democrat

Democrat

democratic

|

Democratic

|

democratically

|

democratic deficit

|

an Union has often been accused of
having a democratic deficit since the
power lies in the Commission and
Council of Ministers rather than the
European Parliament.)
Democratic Party /deməkrtk
pɑti/ noun one of the two main poDemocratic Party

|

litical parties in the USA, which is in
favour of some social change and state
help for poor people, together with restrictions on the power of the federal
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government. Compare Republican

Democratic
Democratic Unionist Party

Unionist

|

Party

/ deməkrtk junjənst pɑti/
noun a Northern Ireland political par|

ty, established by the Reverend Ian
Paisley in 1971, and strongly committed to the maintenance of the union
between Great Britain and Northern
Ireland
democratise /dmɒkrətaz/ verb
to make a country into a democracy
demonstrate /demənstret/ verb
1. to show something or make something clear 쑗 The police demonstrated
how the bomb was planted. 쑗 The
MP’s comments demonstrated an apparent lack of sympathy for the unemployed. 2. to make a public protest
about something 쑗 Crowds of students
were demonstrating against the government.
demonstration
/ demən
streʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. an act of showing
something 쑗 The manager gave a
demonstration of the new computer
system for recording details of tenants
and their rents. 2. an act of protesting
about something 쑗 Police broke up the
student demonstration. 쑗 Ratepayers
are organising a demonstration in
front of the Town Hall.
demonstrator
/demənstretə/
noun a person who protests about
something publicly 쑗 Demonstrators
have occupied the municipal building.
demos /dimɒs/ noun the ordinary
people of a community or nation
demotic /dimɒtk/ adjective relating to or involving ordinary people
demur /dm#/ verb not to agree 쑗
The MP stated that there was a question of privilege, but the Speaker demurred.
denationalise /dinʃ(ə)nəlaz/
verb to sell something owned by the
state to private investors
denaturalise /dintʃ(ə)rəlaz/
verb to take away a naturalised citizen’s citizenship, e.g. if it is discovered that they have entered the country
illegally
democratise

|

demonstrate

demonstration

|

demonstrator

demos

demotic

|

demur

|

denationalise

|

denaturalise

|

denazify /dinɑtsifa/ verb to remove connections with Nazism
denounce /dnaυns/ verb 1. to criticise something or someone publicly
and harshly 쑗 He denounced the bill as
a cheat’s charter. 2. to accuse someone publicly of an undesirable or illegal act 3. to announce the formal end
of a treaty or other agreement
denuclearise
/dinjukliəraz/
verb to remove or ban nuclear weapons or nuclear power sources from a
place
DEP abbreviation US Department of
Environmental Protection
department /dpɑtmənt/ noun 1.
a section of a large organisation like a
government, company or college 쑗
complaints department 쑗 legal department 왍 head of department, department head, department manager
the person in charge of a department
2. one of the large local administrative
divisions of a country such as France
departmentalism
/ dipɑt
mentəlz(ə)m/ noun 1. the policy of
dividing organisations into departments 2. the tendency of government
departments to follow their own interests
denazify

Party

denounce

|

denuclearise

|

DEP

department

|

departmentalism

|

departmental Select Committee / dipɑtment(ə)l slekt kə
departmental Select Committee

|

|

|

mti/ noun a parliamentary committee set up to examine the work of a
government department

Department for Constitutional
Affairs
/d pɑtmənt
fə
Department for Constitutional Affairs

|

kɒnsttjuʃ(ə)nəl əfeəz/ noun a UK
government department whose role is
to ensure effective justice for all and
protect and extend democratic rights.
Abbr DCA
|

Department for Culture, Media
and Sport noun a UK government
Department for Culture, Media and Sport

department responsible for the arts,
cultural activities and heritage, sport,
tourism, and press freedom and regulation. Abbr DCMS

Department for Education and
Skills /d pɑtmənt fər edjυ
Department for Education and Skills

|

keʃ(ə)n ən sklz/ noun a UK government department responsible for

|
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education at all levels and ages, and
training people for work. Abbr DfES
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Department for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs noun a
UK government department responsible for the natural and developed environment, safe food supplies, rural
communities, and the sustainable use
of natural resources. Abbr DEFRA
|

ntənʃ(ə)nəl dveləpmənt/ noun
a UK government department responsible for policies aimed at reducing
global poverty and promoting sustainable development. Abbr DfID
Department for Transport /d
pɑtmənt fə trnspɔt/ noun a UK
government department responsible
for overseeing the transport system.
Abbr DfT
|

Department for Transport

|

Department for Work and Pensions

Department for Work and Pensions /d pɑtmənt fə w#k ən
|

penʃənz/ noun a UK government department responsible for Jobcentres,
the Child Support Agency, pensions,
services for people with disabilities,
and other matters relating to individual people’s needs. Abbr DWP
Department of Defense /d
pɑtmənt əv dfens/ noun the executive department of the US federal
government that is mainly responsible
for maintaining national security and
overseeing the armed forces. Abbr
DOD
Department of Energy /d
pɑtmənt əv enədi/ noun the executive department of the US federal
government that is mainly responsible
for developing energy technology and
regulating energy production and use.
Abbr DOE
Department of Defense

|

|

Department of Energy

|

Department of Environmental Protection

Department of Environmental
Protection /dpɑtmənt əv n
|

|

varənment(ə)l prətekʃ(ə)n/ noun
a US state agency responsible for protecting human health by ensuring
clean air and water and safe management of hazardous waste materials.
Abbr DEP
|

|

knədə/ noun the Canadian government department that is responsible
for preparing the federal budget, overseeing tax policies and legislation, and
regulating the country’s banks and financial institutions
Department of Health /d
pɑtmənt əv helθ/ noun GOV a UK
government department with the responsibility of improving the health
and well-being of the population.
Abbr DH
|

Department for International
Development /dpɑtmənt fə

|

Department of Finance Canada /d pɑtmənt əv fanns

Department of Health

Department for International Development

|

Department of Justice Canada
Department of Finance Canada

Department of Homeland Security

Department of Homeland Security /dpɑtmənt əv həυm lnd
|

|

skjυərəti/ noun the executive department of the US federal government that was established in the aftermath of 11 September 2001, to protect
the country against future terrorist attacks. Abbr DHS (NOTE: It became an
official cabinet department on 24
January 2003, bringing together 22
previously existing agencies to better coordinate defence planning and
strategy.)
|

Department of Housing and Urban Development

Department of Housing and
/d
Urban
Development

|

pɑtmənt əv haυzŋ ən #bən d
veləpmənt/ noun the executive department of the US federal government that is mainly responsible for
promoting community development
and enforcing fair housing laws. Abbr
HUD
|

Department of Human Resources and Skills Development

Department of Human Resources and Skills Development noun the Canadian government
department that is responsible for developing and administering policies
relating to labour and homelessness.
Abbr HRSD
Department of Justice /d
pɑtmənt əv dsts/ noun US the
department of the US government responsible for federal legal cases, headed by the Attorney-General. Also
called Justice Department
Department of Justice

|

Department of Justice Canada

Department of Justice Canada

/d pɑtmənt əv dsts knədə/
noun the Canadian government de|

GovtPol.fm Page 70 Tuesday, July 13, 2004 7:51 PM

Department of Social Services

70

partment that is mainly responsible for
developing policies affecting the justice system and providing legal services to the federal government

Department of National Defense and the Canadian Forces
Department of Social Services

/dpɑtmənt əv nʃ(ə)nəl dfens
ən ð kənediən/ noun the Canadian
government department that is mainly
responsible for national security and
overseeing the armed forces. Abbr
DND/CF
|

|

|

Department of Social Services
Department of Social Services

/dpɑtmənt əv səυʃ(ə)l s#vsz/
noun a US state agency responsible
|

for providing services and protection
to people living in poverty or situations of abuse or neglect. Abbr DSS
Department of the Interior /d
pɑtmənt əv ði ntəriə/ noun the
executive department of the US federal government that is mainly responsible for developing the nation’s natural
resources, managing national parks,
and overseeing Native American reservations and outlying territories.
Abbr DOI (NOTE: The UK does not
Department of the Interior

|

have a government department
called the ‘Department of the Interior’: the Home Office is responsible
for supervising the police and policy
on law and order.)

Department of Trade and Industry /d pɑtmənt əv tred ənd
Department of Trade and Industry

|

ndəstri/ noun the British government department dealing with business and commerce
dependant /d pendənt/, dependent /dpendənt/ noun a person, especially a relative, who is supported financially by someone else
dependency /dpendənsi/ noun a
country or state that belongs to another country with which it does not share
a border
dependency theory /dpendənsi
θəri/ noun a theory of international
relations that important countries influence other countries as a result of
their economic power
depoliticise, depoliticize verb to
prevent a discussion about something
dependant

|

being carried out according to fixed
political views 쑗 The government
wants to depoliticise the debate on
crime.
depopulated /dipɒpjυletd/ adjective of an area where there are now
far fewer people living than there were
in the past
deport /dpɔt/ verb to send someone away from a country 쑗 The illegal
immigrants were deported.
deportation / dipɔteʃ(ə)n/ noun
the act of sending someone away from
a country
deportation
order
/ dipɔ
teʃ(ə)n ɔdə/ noun an official order
to send someone away from a country
쑗 The minister signed the deportation
order.
deportee / dipɔti/ noun someone who is being or has been deported
depose /dpəυz/ verb to remove a
political leader or a king or queen
from their job
deposit /dpɒzt/ noun money paid
by a candidate in an election, which is
not returned if the candidate does not
win enough votes 쑗 He polled only 25
votes and lost his deposit. (NOTE: The
depopulated

|

deport

|

deportation

|

deportation order

|

deportee

|

depose

|

deposit

|

deposit is currently £500 and is not
returned if a candidate receives less
than 5% of the vote.) 쐽 verb to put

documents somewhere for safe keeping or for information 쑗 We have deposited the deeds of the house with the
bank. 쑗 She deposited her will with her
solicitor.
COMMENT: Information which has not
been presented to MPs in any other
way may be placed in either the
House of Commons or the House of
Lords library by a Minister or the
Speaker as a ‘deposited paper’. Most
deposited papers are replies to written
parliamentary questions.

|

dependency

|

dependency theory

|

depoliticise

deprived /dpravd/ adjective not
having the basic things regarded as
necessary for a pleasant life 쑗 a deprived childhood 쑗 a deprived area
dept abbreviation department
deputation / depjυteʃ(ə)n/ noun
a group of people who have been chodeprived

|

dept

deputation

|
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sen to represent and act on behalf of a
larger group of people
depute /dpjut/ verb to give someone the job of doing something 쑗 He
was deputed to act as chairman. 쐽 adjective same as deputy (used after
depute

|

nouns)

deputise /depjυtaz/, deputize
deputise

verb to take the place of a higher offi-

cial

deputy /depjυti/ noun 1. a person
deputy

who takes the place of a higher official
or who helps a higher official 쑗 She
acted as deputy for the chairman or
She acted as the chairman’s deputy. 2.
US a person who acts for or helps a
sheriff 3. (in some countries) a member of a legislative body 쑗 After the
Prime Minister resigned, the deputies
of his party started to discuss the election of a successor. 쒁 Chamber of
Deputies

Mayor /depjυti meə/
noun a member of a town council who

Deputy
Deputy Mayor

acts for a mayor if he or she is absent
Deputy
Minister
/ depjυti
mnstə/ noun in Canada the chief
civil servant in charge of a ministry
Deputy Minister

(NOTE: In the UK, the post is called
the Permanent Secretary.)
Deputy Prime Minister / depjυti
pram mnstə/ noun the title given
Deputy Prime Minister

to a senior Cabinet minister who acts
for the Prime Minister if he or she is
absent
Deputy Speaker / depjυti spikə /
noun a MP, elected by other MPs, who
acts as chair of the House of Commons when the Speaker is absent
Deputy Speaker

(NOTE: There are three Deputy
Speakers: one has the additional title
of the Chairman of Ways and Means,
the others are Deputy Chairmen of
Ways and Means.)
derecognition / direkənʃ(ə)n/
noun the situation when one country
derecognition

|

decides not to accept the government
of another country as the rightful government
deregulate /direjυlet/ verb to
remove government controls from an
industry
deregulate

|

despatch box
/di rejυleʃ(ə)n/
noun reducing government control

deregulation

deregulation

|

|

over an industry
dereliction / derəlkʃ(ə)n/ noun 왍
dereliction of duty failure to do what
you ought to do 쑗 he was found guilty
of gross dereliction of duty
derogation / derəeʃ(ə)n/ noun
in the European Union, the temporary
suspension of a regulation or directive
desegregate /diseret/ verb to
end the separation of people based on
their ethnic background
desegregation
/ diser
eʃ(ə)n/ noun the ending of the separation of people based on ethnic
background
deselect / dislekt/ verb to decide
that a person who had been chosen by
a political party as a candidate for a
constituency is no longer the candidate
deselection / dislekʃ(ə)n/ noun
the act of deselecting a candidate 쑗
Some factions in the local party have
proposed the deselection of the candidate.
desert /dz#t/ verb to leave the
armed forces without permission
designate /deznet / adjective a
person who has been given a job but
who has not yet started work 쑗 the
chairman designate 쐽 verb to name or
to appoint officially 쑗 The area was
designated a National Park.
despatch /dsptʃ/ verb to send 쑗
The letters about the rates were despatched yesterday. 쑗 The Defence
Minister was despatched to take
charge of the operation.
despatch box /dsptʃ bɒks/
noun 1. the red leather case in which
government papers are sent to ministers. Also called red box 2. one of
two boxes facing each other on the
centre table in the House of Commons
at which a Minister or member of the
Opposition Front Bench stands to
speak 왍 to be at the despatch box (of
a minister) to be speaking in parliament
dereliction

|

derogation

|

desegregate

|

desegregation

|

deselect

|

deselection

|

desert

|

designate

despatch

|

despatch box

|
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despot /despɒt/ noun a ruler with
great power
despotic /dspɒtk/ adjective like a
ruler with great power
despotism /despɒtz(ə)m/ noun
the system of government where the
ruler has great power
destabilise /disteblaz/ verb to
make a government or economy unable to function successfully
détente /de tɒnt/ noun an improvement in the relations between
two or more countries who have been
unfriendly
detention centre /d tenʃ(ə)n
sentə/ noun a place where people can
be kept while their request to enter and
remain in a country is considered
deterrent /dterənt/ noun 1. something which discourages someone
from doing something 쑗 Means testing
is a deterrent to the take-up of benefits. 2. weapons, particularly nuclear
weapons, seen as threat that will prevent another country from attacking
dethrone /dθrəυn / verb to remove
a king or queen from their official position
developer /dveləpə/ noun a business person who buys up land in order
to build houses on it
developing country /d veləpŋ
kntri/, developing nation /d
veləpŋ neʃ(ə)n/ noun a country
which is not yet fully industrialised
development /dveləpmənt/ noun
1. the process of encouraging business
activities in a region or country and
helping its economy grow 2. the process of planning the production of a
new product or new town 3. a change
which takes place 쑗 a new development in healthcare
development area /dveləpmənt
eəriə/ noun an area which has been
given special help from a government
to encourage businesses and factories
to be set up there. Also called develdespot

despotic

|

despotism

destabilise

|

détente

|

detention centre

|

ernment or council to show how an
area should develop over a period of
time
deviate /diviet/ verb to move
away from a planned course of action
deviationism
/ divi
eʃ(ə)nz(ə)m/ noun departure from
accepted political views, especially
from orthodox communism
devolution / divəluʃ(ə)n/ noun
the passing of power from a central
government to a local or regional authority (NOTE: In the UK, devolution is
deviate

deviationism

|

devolution

|

the process by which since 1997 a
parliament has been set up in Scotland, and assemblies have been created in Northern Ireland, Wales and
Greater London.)
COMMENT: Devolution involves the
transfer of more power than decentralisation. In a devolved state, the regional authorities are almost autonomous.

deterrent

|

dethrone

|

developer

|

developing country

|

|

development

|

development area

|

opment zone

/ divəluʃ(ə)nst/
noun someone who favours transfer-

devolutionist
devolutionist

|

ring power from a central government
to smaller political units
devolve /dvɒlv/ verb to transfer
power from a central to a regional or
local authority 쑗 Power is devolved to
regional assemblies.
Devolved Assembly /d vɒlvd ə
sembli/ noun one of the representative bodies set up in the UK in 1998,
which are the Scottish Parliament,
Welsh Assembly, Northern Ireland
Assembly and, in 2000, the Greater
London Assembly
devolved government /d vɒlvd
v(ə)nmənt/ noun government
with the power to make laws on the internal affairs of a region of a country
devolve

|

Devolved Assembly

|

|

devolved government

|

(NOTE: Devolved governments were
established in Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland in 1998, but in 2004
the one in Northern Ireland is in
abeyance.)
DFES abbreviation Department for
DFES

Education and Skills

DFID /dfd/ abbreviation DepartDFID

ment for International Development

development plan /dveləpmənt
development plan

|

pln/ noun a plan drawn up by a gov-

DfT abbreviation Department for
DfT

Transport
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DH
DH

Department

abbreviation

of

Health

DHS abbreviation US Department of
Homeland Security
dialogue /daəlɒ/ noun 1. formal
discussion between two people or
groups in order to reach a decision 쑗
engage in constructive dialogue 쑗 enter into dialogue 2. official diplomatic
contact between two countries
diarchy /daɑki/ noun 1. a form of
government in which power is held by
two rulers or governing bodies 2. a
country controlled by two rulers or
governing bodies
diary /daəri/ noun a book in which
you can write notes or appointments
for each day of the week and record
events which have taken place
dictator /dk tetə/ noun a ruler
who has complete power 쑗 The country has been ruled by a military dictator for six years. 쑗 The MPs accused
the party leader of behaving like a dictator.
dictatorial / dktətɔriəl / adjective
1. referring to a ruler who has complete power 쑗 a dictatorial form of
government 2. behaving like a ruler
with complete power 쑗 Officials disliked the Minister’s dictatorial way of
working.
dictatorship /dk tetəʃp/ noun 1.
rule by someone with complete power
쑗 Under the dictatorship of Mussolini,
personal freedom was restricted. 왍 the
dictatorship of the proletariat in
Marxist theory, the period after a revolution when the Communist Party
takes control until a true classless society develops 2. a country ruled by
someone with complete power 왍 a
military dictatorship a country ruled
by an army officer as a dictator
diehard noun, adjective a person
who strongly opposes any form of
change 쑗 He’s a diehard Conservative. 쑗 Diehard Labour supporters
criticised the new style of leadership.
Diet /daət/ noun the legislative
body in Japan and some other countries
DHS

dialogue

diarchy

diary

dictator

|

dictatorial

|

dictatorship

|

diehard

Diet

diplomatic etiquette

motion
/ dlət(ə)ri
məυʃ(ə)n/ noun a motion in the
House of Commons to put off the debate on a proposal until a later date
diplomacy /dpləυməsi/ noun 1.
the management of a country’s interest in another country 쑗 The art of diplomacy is to anticipate the next move
by the other party. 왍 quiet diplomacy
discussing problems with officials of
another country in a calm way, without telling the press about it 왍 secret
diplomacy discussing problems with
another country in secret 2. a quiet
way of persuading people to do what
you want or of settling problems without force 쑗 solved the dispute with tact
and diplomacy
diplomat /dpləmt/ noun a person such as an ambassador who is an
official representative of his or her
country in another country
diplomatic / dpləmtk/ adjective 1. referring to diplomats 쑗 His car
had a diplomatic number plate. 쑗 She
was using a diplomatic passport. 왍 to
grant someone diplomatic status to
give someone the rights of a diplomat
2. quietly persuasive in dealing with
other people
diplomatic bag / dpləmtk
b/ noun a bag containing official
government documents which is carried from one country to another by
diplomats and cannot be opened by
customs 쑗 He was accused of shipping
arms into the country in the diplomatic bag.
dilatory
dilatory motion

diplomacy

|

diplomat

diplomatic

|

diplomatic bag

|

diplomatic
diplomatic channels

channels

/ dpləmtk tʃn(ə)lz/ plural noun

the ways in which diplomats communicate between countries 쑗 The message was delivered by diplomatic
channels. 쑗 They are working to restore diplomatic channels between the
two countries.
diplomatic corps / dpləmtk
kɔ/ noun all the foreign ambassadors
and their staff in a city or country
diplomatic etiquette / dplə
mtk etket/ noun formal conventions of behaviour between diplomats
diplomatic corps

|

diplomatic etiquette

|
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immunity

diplomatic immunity

/ dpləmtk mjunti/ noun the
|

right of not being subject to the laws
of the country in which you are living,
because you are a diplomat 쑗 She
claimed diplomatic immunity to avoid
being arrested.
diplomatic relations / dplə
mtk rleʃ(ə)nz/ plural noun the
arrangements by which two countries
have representatives in each other’s
country and deal with each other formally 쑗 The countries have broken off
diplomatic relations.
diplomatic service / dpləmtk
s#vs/ noun the government department concerned with relations with
other countries, including those who
work in embassies, consulates, and
other representatives abroad 쑗 He has
decided on a career in the diplomatic
service.
diplomatist /dpləυmətst/ noun
same as diplomat (formal)
direct action /da rekt kʃən/
noun political or industrial action intended to have immediate and noticeable effect that will influence opinion,
e.g. a strike, boycott or civil disobedience
direct democracy /darekt d
mɒkrəsi/ noun rule of the people by
the people without the intervention of
representatives 쑗 The only really viable form of direct democracy for the
modern world is the use of referendums.
direct election /darekt lekʃən/
noun an election where the voters vote
for the person who will represent
them, as opposed to elections where
the voters vote for people who then
choose the representative
direction /darekʃən/ noun 1. control or leadership 2. the general
progress of something 쑗 unhappy
about the direction the party has taken
in recent years 쐽 directions instructions which explain how something
should be done 쑗 The court is not able
to give directions to the local authority.
diplomatic relations

|

|

diplomatic service

|

diplomatist

|

direct action

|

direct democracy

|

|

direct election

|

direction

|

|

directive /darektv/ noun 1. an ordirective

|

der to someone to do something 2. a
piece of legislation made by the European Commission 쑗 The Commission
issued a directive on food prices.
(NOTE: A directive of the European
Commission is binding as to the result to be achieved, but leaves to the
national authorities the choice of
form and method (Article 189 EC).)
direct labour organisation /da
rekt lebə ɔənazeʃ(ə)n/ noun a
direct labour organisation

|

|

group of workers employed by a council or other government department, as
opposed to a group who are privately
employed by a company which has a
contract to do the work from the council or government department. Abbr

DLO

director /darektə/ noun 1. a perdirector

|

son whose job involves managing all
or part of an organisation or company
쑗 He is the director of a government
institute. 쑗 She was appointed director
of the charity. 2. the person appointed
by the shareholders to manage a company 3. the chief officer of a department in a council 4. Director of Education or Housing or Social Services the chief officer in a local

government administration, in charge
of the education or housing or social
services in his or her area
directorate-general
/da
rekt(ə)rət den(ə)rəl/ noun an administrative section of the European
Commission
director-general
/da rektə
den(ə)rəl/ noun 1. a person in
charge of a large organisation, with
several directors responsible to him or
her 2. in the European Union, a civil
servant in charge of one of the directorates-general in the European Union
directorate-general

|

director-general

|

Director-General of Fair Trading

Director-General of Fair Trading /da rektə den(ə)rəl əv feə
|

tredŋ/ noun the official in charge of
the Office of Fair Trading, a body
which regulates businesses and protects consumers
Director of Education /darektə
əv edjυkeʃ(ə)n/ noun an officer of
Director of Education

|

|
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a local authority who is responsible
for schools and colleges in the area

Director of Public Prosecutions /da rektə əv pblk prɒs
Director of Public Prosecutions

|

|

kjuʃ(ə)nz/ noun the government official in charge of the Crown Prosecution Service, reporting to the Attorney-General, who advises on criminal
cases brought by the police, prosecutes in important cases and advises
other government departments if prosecutions should be started 쑗 The papers in the case have been sent to the
Director of Public Prosecutions. Abbr
DPP
directory /darekt(ə)ri/ noun a list
of people or businesses with their addresses and telephone numbers, and
sometimes further information about
them
direct
primary
/darekt
praməri/ noun in the United States,
a primary election in which the candidates for an office are each chosen by
popular vote
direct tax /da rekt tks/ noun tax
which is paid on money that has been
earned or profits, e.g. income tax
direct taxation /da rekt tk
seʃ(ə)n/ noun the system of taxing a
person or organisation on money that
has been earned or on profits
dirigisme noun tight government
control of a country’s economy and
social institutions
dirty trick / d#ti trk/ plural noun
tactics used in a political campaign
against an opponent that are not completely fair or honest
directory

|

direct primary

|

direct tax

|

direct taxation

|

|

dirigisme

dirty trick

Disability Rights Commission
Disability Rights Commission

/ dsəblti rats kə mʃ(ə)n/ an organisation which works to improve
the conditions of people with disabilities and to remove any discrimination
against them. Abbr DRC (NOTE: In
|

2006 the Disability Rights Commission will be merged with other bodies
to form the Commission for Equality
and Human Rights.)
disadvantage / dsədvɑntd/
noun something which makes somedisadvantage

|

one or something less successful than

disciplinary

others 쑗 It is a disadvantage for a tax
lawyer not to have studied to be an accountant. 왍 at a disadvantage less
likely to be successful 쑗 not having
studied law puts him at a disadvantage 쐽 verb to put someone or something in a more difficult position than
someone else, making success less
likely 쑗 She is disadvantaged by not
having the right qualifications for the
job.
disadvantaged / dsəd vɑntdd/
adjective referring to people who have
less money, education or opportunities
than others, or to places where conditions are more
disappear /dsəpə/ verb to arrest
or kill a political opponent without the
process of law
disarmament
/dsɑməmənt/
noun the process of reducing the
number of arms held by a country
disburse /dsb#s/ verb to pay
money to somebody out of a large
amount which has been collected for a
purpose
disbursement
/dsb#smənt/
noun the payment of money from a
large amount which has been collected for a purpose
discharge /dstʃɑd/ verb 쑗 The
judge discharged the jury. 왍 to discharge a committee US to remove
control of a bill from a committee, especially if a committee has not reported on a bill within 30 days
disadvantaged

|

disappear

|

disarmament

|

disburse

|

disbursement

|

discharge

|

COMMENT:

Committees of both House
of Representatives and the Senate
can be discharged; the action to discharge a committee in the House of
the Representatives is called a ‘discharge petition’ and in the Senate a
‘discharge resolution’.

Discharge Calendar / dstʃɑd
klndə/ noun a list of motions for
discharging committees
disciplinary / dsplnəri/ adjective relating to punishment for breaking rules 왍 disciplinary procedure a
way of warning someone officially
that he or she is not doing things in the
expected way 왍 to take disciplinary
action against someone to punish
Discharge Calendar

disciplinary

|
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someone for not doing things in the
expected way
disclaimer /ds klemə/ noun a legal refusal to accept responsibility or
to accept a right
disclosure /dskləυə / noun the
act of telling details or of publishing a
secret 쑗 The disclosure of the takeover
bid raised the price of the shares. 쑗
The defendant’s case was made
stronger by the disclosure that the
plaintiff was an undischarged bankrupt. 왍 disclosure of confidential information an act of telling someone
information which should not be made
public
discretionary /dskreʃ(ə)n(ə)ri/
adjective available to use if necessary
왍 the minister’s discretionary powers powers which the minister could
use if he thought he should do so
discriminate /dskrmnet/ verb
to note real or imagined differences
between things and act on these judgments, sometimes unfairly 쑗 The planning committee finds it difficult to discriminate between applications which
improve the community, and those
which are purely commercial.
discrimination
/d skrm
neʃ(ə)n/ noun action which treats
different groups of people in different
ways, sometimes unfairly 쑗 Racial
discrimination is against the law. 쑗
She accused the council of sexual discrimination in their recruitment policy.
disenfranchise
/ dsn
frntʃaz/, disfranchise verb to deprive a person or organisation of a
privilege or legal right, especially the
right to vote
disestablish / dsstblʃ/ verb to
end a legal relationship between a
state and a church or religion
disloyal /ds lɔəl/ adjective not
supporting your country, friends or
political party
disloyalty /dslɔəlti/ noun behaviour that does not support your country, friends or political party
disclaimer

|

disclosure

|

discretionary

|

discriminate

|

discrimination

|

|

disenfranchise

|

disestablish

|

disloyal

|

disloyalty

|

/ dspenseʃ(ə)n/
noun special permission to do some-

dispensation
dispensation

|

thing which is usually not allowed or
is against the law
displaced person /ds plesd
p#s(ə)n/ noun a man or woman who
has been forced to leave their home
and move to another country because
of war
disqualification
/ds kwɒlf
keʃ(ə)n/ noun the situation of being
prevented from continuing to do
something because you have broken
the rules in some way 왍 disqualification from office a rule which forces a
director to be removed from a directorship if he does not fulfil its conditions
disqualify /dskwɒlfa/ verb to
prevent someone from continuing to
do something because they have done
something wrong, or because it is not
allowed by a set of rules 쑗 After the accident he was fined £1,000 and disqualified from driving for two years. 쑗
Being a judge disqualifies her from
being a Member of Parliament. 쑗 Applicants will be disqualified for canvassing.
Disraeli /dzreli/, Benjamin, 1st
Earl of Beaconsfield (1804–81)
British politician and novelist. British
Conservative prime minister (1868,
1874–80).
dissent /dsent/ noun strong lack
of agreement 쑗 The opposition showed
its dissent by voting against the Bill. 쐽
verb not to agree with someone 쑗 The
motion was carried, three councillors
dissented. 왍 dissenting opinion the
opinion of a member of a committee,
showing that he or she disagrees with
the other members
dissident /dsdənt/ adjective not
in agreement with a political group or
government 쑗 a dissident writer 쐽
noun a person who is not in agreement
with a political group or government
dissolution / dsəluʃ(ə)n/ noun
the formal process of ending a business or legal relationship 쐽 also dissolution of Parliament the formal
displaced person

|

disqualification

|

disqualify

|

Disraeli

|

dissent

|

dissident

dissolution

|

|
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process of ending a parliament, which
is followed by a general election 쑗 The
government lost the vote of no confidence, and so the Prime Minister
asked for a dissolution of Parliament.
dissolve /d zɒlv/ verb to bring a
business or legal relationship to an end
왍 to dissolve Parliament to end a session of Parliament, and so force a general election
district /dstrkt/ noun a section of
a town or of a country
District Auditor /dstrkt ɔdtə/
noun a local official of the Audit
Commission
district
council
/ dstrkt
kaυnsəl/ noun an elected body which
runs a local area
dissolve

|

district

District Auditor

district council

COMMENT: There are two kinds of district council: metropolitan districts,
covering large urban areas, are responsible for all local matters; nonmetropolitan districts deal with some
local matters, but leave other matters
to be dealt with by the county council.

district court /dstrkt kɔt/ noun
US a court in a federal district
District of Columbia / dstrkt əv
kəlmbiə/ noun the district of which
district court

District of Columbia

|

the US capital Washington is the centre, which is not part of any state of the
USA and is administered directly by
Congress. Abbr DC
district
registry
/ dstrkt
redstri/ noun the office where
records of births, marriages and
deaths are kept for an area
divide /dvad/ verb 1. to make into
separate sections 쑗 The country is divided into six administrative regions.
쑗 The two departments agreed to divide the work between them. 2. (in the
House of Commons) to vote 쑗 The
House divided at 10.30. 3. to disagree,
or make people disagree 쑗 They were
divided on the issue of the benefits of
membership of the European Union.
division /dv(ə)n/ noun 1. a section of something which is divided
into several sections 쑗 Smith’s is now
a division of the Brown group of companies. 2. one of the separate sections
of the High Court (the Queen’s Bench
district registry

divide

|

division

|

division vote

Division, the Family Division and the
Chancery Division) or the sections of
the Appeal Court (Civil Division and
Criminal Division) 3. (in the House of
Commons) a vote 쑗 In the division on
the Law and Order Bill, the government had a comfortable majority. 쒁 divide 2 4. the act of dividing or of being
divided 왍 division of responsibility
the act of sharing the responsibility for
something between several people
COMMENT:

When a division is called in
the House of Commons, the Speaker
names four MPs as tellers, bells are
rung and the doors out of the division
lobbies are closed. MPs file through
the lobbies and are counted as they
pass through the doors and go back
into the chamber. At the end of the division, the tellers report the numbers
of Ayes and Noes, and the Speaker
declares the result by saying ‘the Ayes
have it’ or ‘the Noes have it’.

divisional /dv(ə)n(ə)l/ adjective
divisional

|

referring to a division 쑗 a divisional
education officer
division bell /dv(ə)n bel/ noun
the bell which is rung to warn MPs
that a vote is going to be taken
division bell area /d v(ə)n bel
eəriə/ noun the area round the House
of Commons which is near enough for
MPs to come to vote after the division
bell has rung. Eight minutes is allowed between the bell and the vote. 쑗
She has a flat in the division bell area.
division list /dv(ə)n lst/ noun a
list of MPs who voted for and against
a motion, usually included in Hansard
on the day after the vote
division lobby /dv(ə)n lɒbi/
noun one of two rooms in the House
of Commons through which MPs pass
to vote. Also called voting lobby
division bell

|

division bell area

|

division list

|

division lobby

|

(NOTE: The Aye lobby is to the right of
the Speaker’s chair, behind the seats
where the MPs who form the government sit, and the No lobby is to the
left.)
division vote /dv(ə)n vəυt/
noun US a vote in the House of Repdivision vote

|

resentatives, where members stand up
to be counted and the vote is not re-
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corded in the record. Also called
standing vote
DLO abbreviation Direct Labour OrDLO

dogma

dogmatic

ganization

|

‘…a good DLO will subcontract work to
the private sector, if only to give itself a
benchmark for performance measurement’ [Local Government News]
DMK

DMK noun in Tamil Nadu, India, a
political party advocating the promotion of Tamil society and culture. Full
form Dravida Munnetra Kazgham
DND/CF abbreviation Department
of National Defense and the Canadian
Forces
D-notice /di nəυts/ noun a government statement, without legal
force, containing official guidance to
news editors that the publication of a
specific piece of information is not advisable 쑗 should be DA-notice Full
form Defence Advisory notice
doctrine /dɒktrn/ noun a statement of policy
document /dɒkjυmənt/ noun 1. a
paper with information in it 쑗 Deeds,
contracts and wills are all legal documents. 2. an official paper from a government department 쐽 verb to put
something in a published document 쑗
The cases of unparliamentary language are well documented in Hansard.
documentary / dɒkjυment(ə)ri/
adjective in the form of documents 쑗
documentary evidence 쑗 documentary
proof
documentation
/ dɒkjυmen
teʃ(ə)n/ noun all the documents referring to something 쑗 Please send me
the complete documentation concerning the sale.
DOD abbreviation US Department of
Defense
DND/CF

D-notice

doctrine

document

documentary

|

documentation

|

DOD

Dod’s Parliamentary Companion

Dod’s Parliamentary Companion / dɒdz pɑləment (ə)ri kəm

|

pnjən/ noun a small book containing details of all MPs, their constituencies and government posts
DOE abbreviation US Department of
Energy
DOE

dogma /dɒmə/ noun a belief or set
of beliefs of a political, religious or
other group of people
dogmatic /dɒmtk/ adjective
relating to a religious, political, philosophical or moral dogma
DOI abbreviation US Department of
the Interior
dollar diplomacy /dɒlə d
pləυməsi/ noun 1. the use of money
to establish good relations with other
countries 2. in the United States, a
policy aimed at encouraging and protecting US interests abroad
domain /dəυmen / noun the territory ruled by a specific government or
leader
Domesday Book /dumzde bυk/
noun a record made for King William
I in 1086, which recorded lands in
England and their owners for tax purposes
domestic /dəmestk/ adjective 1.
referring to a family or home 2. referring to the home country or to the
country where a business has its head
offices 쑗 The remarks by the ambassador were regarded as interference in
the country’s domestic affairs.
domestic consumption /də
mestk kənsmpʃən/ noun the use
of goods in a country, or the amount
used
domestic production /də mestk
prədkʃən/ noun production of
goods in a country
domestic rate /dəmestk ret/
noun a local tax which is levied on
houses and flats
domicile /dɒmsal/ noun the country where someone is said to live permanently or where a company’s office
is registered, especially for tax purposes 왍 domicile of origin the domicile which a person has from birth,
usually the domicile of the father 왍
domicile of choice country where
someone has chosen to live, which is
not the domicile of origin 쐽 verb to
live in a particular place 왍 he is domiciled in Denmark he lives in Denmark officially
DOI

dollar diplomacy

|

domain

|

Domesday Book

domestic

|

domestic consumption

|

|

domestic production

|

|

domestic rate

|

domicile

GovtPol.fm Page 79 Tuesday, July 13, 2004 7:51 PM

79

dominant party /dɒmnənt pɑti/

Downing Street

doorstep poll /dɔstep pəυl/ noun

dominant party

doorstep poll

noun In a democracy, the way in

an opinion survey carried out by asking people questions at their front
doors 쑗 A doorstep poll suggested that
the sitting MP might lose her seat.
door-to-door / dɔ tə dɔ/ adjective going from one house to the next
쑗 Before the election, the party had
carried out a lot of door-to-door canvassing, talking to voters and handing
out leaflets.
Dorothy Dixer / dɒrəθi dksə/
noun a question asked in parliament
which allows a politician, especially a
minister, to give a prepared answer
double agent /db(ə)l edənt/
noun someone who spies for one government and also gives secret information about that government to the other
double dissolution /db(ə)l
dsəluʃ(ə)n/ noun in Australia, the
dissolution of both houses of the federal parliament by the governor general when the upper house has repeatedly refused to pass legislation already
passed by the lower house
double taxation / db(ə)l tk
seʃ(ə)n/ noun a system of taxing the
same income twice, e.g. by a direct tax
and an indirect tax, or by paying tax in
two countries
double tax treaty / db(ə)l tks
triti/ noun an agreement between
two countries so that citizens or businesses pay tax in one country only
dove /dv/ noun a person who tries
to achieve peace through discussion.
Compare hawk
doveish /dvʃ/, dovish adjective
favouring diplomatic solutions to foreign policy issues and preferring to
avoid confrontation or war 쑗 He was
accused of having doveish tendencies.
Compare hawkish
Downing Street /daυnŋ strit/
noun the street in London where the
Prime Minister and Chancellor of the
Exchequer have their official houses.
Also called No. 10 Downing Street

which one political party tends to be
stronger and more successful in winning elections than the others for a period of time 쑗 The dominant party in
US politics after 1932 was the Democrat Party, but its dominance was
probably at an end by the end of the
century.
dominion /dəmnjən/ noun 1. also
Dominion an independent state
which is part of the British Commonwealth 2. the power of control over
something 쑗 to exercise dominion over
a country
domino effect /dɒmnəυ  fekt/
noun the situation that happens when
one event causes another which then
causes another to happen (NOTE: In
dominion

|

domino effect

|

the 1960s some Americans argued
that if Vietnam became a communist
country the rest of Southeast Asia
would also become communist according to the domino effect.)
domino theory /dɒmnəυ θəri/
noun a theory that political events are
domino theory

connected and that one event can start
a chain of others (NOTE: The theory
was developed by US President
Dwight D. Eisenhower to warn of the
spread of Communism in Southeast
Asia.)
donate /dəυnet/ verb to give mondonate

|

ey to an organisation, especially a political party or charity
donation /dəυ neʃ(ə)n/ noun the
money given to an organisation such
as a political party or charity
donkey vote /dɒŋki vəυt/ noun in
the preferential voting system, a vote
in which the preferences are just
marked in the order that they appear
on the ballot sheet (NOTE: In Australia,
donation

|

donkey vote

where voting is compulsory, this is
often a way of registering a protest
vote or abstention.)
doorstep /dɔstep/ verb to talk to
doorstep

people at their doors in order to persuade them to buy something, to vote
for a candidate in an election, or to
find out their opinions

door-to-door

Dorothy Dixer

double agent

double dissolution

|

double taxation

|

double tax treaty

dove

doveish

Downing Street

(NOTE: The words ‘Downing Street’
are often used to mean ‘the Prime
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doyen of the diplomatic corps
Minister’ or even ‘the British government’: a Downing Street spokesman
revealed that the plan had still to be
approved by the Treasury; Downing
Street sources indicate that the
Prime Minister has given the goahead for the change; Downing
Street is angry at suggestions that
the treaty will not be ratified.)
doyen of the diplomatic corps

doyen of the diplomatic corps
/ dɔən əv ð dpləmtk kɔ/ noun
|

the foreign ambassador who has been
in that country for the longest time
DPP abbreviation Director of Public
Prosecutions
draconian /drəkəυniən/ adjective
extremely severe 쑗 The government
took draconian measures against the
student protesters.
draft /drɑft/ noun a first rough plan
or document which has not been finished 쑗 a draft of a contract or a draft
contract 쑗 He drew up a draft agreement 쑗 The draft minutes were sent to
the chairman for approval. 쑗 The draft
Bill is with the House of Commons
lawyers. 쑗 The draft of the press release was passed by the Minister. 쐽
verb to make a first rough plan of a
document 쑗 to draft a contract or a
document or a bill 쑗 The contract is
still being drafted
draft bill / drɑft bl/ noun a Bill
that is examined by a departmental Select Committee before it is introduced
in Parliament, allowing MPs who have
special knowledge of the subject to
make comments at an early stage
drafter /drɑftə/ noun a person who
makes a first rough plan of a document
drafting /drɑftŋ/ noun the act of
preparing the first rough plan of a document 쑗 the drafting stage of a parliamentary Bill 쑗 The drafting of the contract took six weeks.
draftsman
/drɑftsmən/,
draughtsman
/drɑftsmən/,
DPP

draconian

|

draft

draft bill

drafter

drafting

draftsman

draftswoman,
draughtswoman
noun same as drafter
draw up / drɔ p/ verb to write a
draw up

legal document

쑗

to draw up a con-

80

tract or an agreement 쑗 to draw up a
company’s articles of association
DRC abbreviation Disability Rights
Commission
dream ticket / drim tkt / noun a
pair or team of candidates standing for
associated political offices who seem
to share between them all the qualities
that will make them successful in an
election
DSS abbreviation US Department of
Social Services
DTI abbreviation Department of
Trade and Industry
dual nationality /djuəl nʃə
nlti/ noun the right to be a citizen
of two countries
ducal /djukəl/ adjective referring
to a person who holds the title of duke
or duchess
duchess /dtʃs/ noun the wife of
a man who holds the title of duke
duchy /dtʃi/ noun the area once
ruled by a person with the title of
duke. 쒁 Chancellor of the Duchy of
DRC

dream ticket

DSS

DTI

dual nationality

|

ducal

duchess

duchy

Lancaster

duke /djuk/ noun a person with the
duke

highest noble title

Duma /dumə/ noun the Russian
Duma

parliament

dummy /dmi/ noun a paper with
dummy

the titles of a Bill, presented in the
House of Commons for the First
Reading when the short title is read
out by the clerk
dutiable /djutjəb(ə)l/ adjective
carrying a tax 왍 dutiable goods, dutiable items goods on which a customs
or excise duty has to be paid
duty /djuti/ noun 1. the responsibility for something that someone has
쑗 It is the duty of every citizen to serve
on a jury if called. 쑗 The government
has a duty to protect its citizens from
criminals. 2. the official work which
someone has to do in their job 3. the
tax which is paid on goods 쑗 to take
the duty off alcohol 쑗 to put a duty on
cigarettes 왍 goods which are liable to
duty goods on which customs or excise tax has to be paid
dutiable

duty
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dystopia

is your duty 쑗 Witnesses under oath
are duty bound to tell the truth.
duty of care / djuti əv keə/ noun
the responsibility to be careful at work
not to harm other people
duumvir /duəmvə/ noun either of
two people who share a position of authority equally between them
DWP abbreviation Department for
Work and Pensions
dyarchy noun another spelling of di-

dynast /danəst/ noun a ruler who
is member of a powerful ruling family,
especially a hereditary monarch
dynastic /dnstk/ adjective referring to a family of rulers 쑗 the rules
of dynastic succession
dynasty /dnəsti/ noun 1. a family
of rulers, following one after the other
쑗 The Ming dynasty ruled China from
1368 to 1644. 2. a period of rule by
members of the same family
dystopia /dstəυpiə/ noun an imaginary place where everything is as
bad as it possibly can be. Compare

archy

utopia

duty bound /djuti baυnd/ adjecduty bound

tive having to do something because it

duty of care

duumvir

DWP

dyarchy

dynast

dynastic

|

dynasty

dystopia

|
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earl /#l/ noun a lord of middle rank,
earl

below a marquess and above a viscount (NOTE: The wife of an earl is a
countess.)

earldom /#ldəm/ noun the title of
earldom

earl

day motion / #l de
məυʃ(ə)n/ noun a motion proposed
in the House of Commons for discussion ’at an early date’. Usually used to
introduce the particular point of view
of the MP proposing the motion, and
seldom actually followed by a full debate.
earning power /#nŋ paυə/ noun
the amount of money someone should
be able to earn
East Asia / ist eə/ the area of
China, Hong Kong, Japan, North Korea, South Korea, Macau, Mongolia,
parts of Russia, and Taiwan. Also
called Far East
EC abbreviation European Community. Now called European Union
ECHR abbreviation European Court
of Human Rights
ECJ abbreviation European Court of
Justice
economic / ikənɒmk/ adjective
1. referring to a country’s economy 쑗
The government’s economic policy
was shown to be working. 2. not needing much money to be spent 쑗 It would
not be economic to open the advice office on Sundays.
economic migrant / ikənɒmk
marənt/ noun a worker who travels
to an area or country where work or an
easier life is available
economic planning / ikənɒmk
plnŋ/ noun the activity of planning
early
early day motion

earning power

East Asia

EC

ECHR

ECJ

economic

|

economic migrant

economic planning

the future financial state of a country
for the government
economic sanctions / ikənɒmk
sŋkʃ(ə)ns/ plural noun restrictions
place by one country on trade with another country in order to influence its
political situation or in order to make
its government change its policy 쑗 to
impose sanctions on a country or to
lift sanctions 쑗 The imposition of
sanctions has had a marked effect on
the country’s economy.
economic trend / ikənɒmk
trend/ noun the way in which a country’s economy is growing or shrinking
economic union / ikənɒmk
junjən/ noun the economies of two
or more countries merged to function
as a unit that shares a common financial policy and currency
economism /kɒnəmz(ə)m/ noun
1. the belief that economics is the
most important element to consider in
a society 2. the belief that improvement of the living standards of its
members is the chief goal of a political
or trade union organisation
economy /kɒnəmi/ noun 1. the financial state of a country or the way in
which a country makes and uses its
money 2. the careful use of waste
money or materials
ecoterrorism /ikəυ terərz(ə)m/
noun disruption of the activities of
people or companies who are regarded
as polluting or destroying the natural
environment
ECU abbreviation European Currency Unit
e-democracy /i d mɒkrəsi/ noun
the use of electronic systems for people to use in order to vote or for the
economic sanctions

economic trend

economic union

economism

|

economy

|

ecoterrorism

|

ECU

e-democracy

|
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government to consult people’s opinion
edict /idkt/ noun an official order
or announcement
Eduskunta noun the legislature in
Finland
EEA abbreviation European Economic Area
EEC abbreviation European Economic Community. Now called Euroedict

Eduskunta

EEA

EEC

pean Community (EC)

Eerste Kamer noun the upper
Eerste Kamer

house of the legislature in the Netherlands. 쒁 States-General
EFTA abbreviation European Free
Trade Area
egalitarian / lteəriən/ adjective referring to egalitarianism 쑗 She
holds egalitarian views. 쐽 noun a person who supports egalitarianism
egalitarianism
/ l
teəriənz(ə)m/ noun the political
theory that all members of society
have equal rights and should have
equal treatment
EGM abbreviation Extraordinary
General Meeting
e-government /i v(ə)nmənt/
noun government services made
available to the public by electronic
means such as the Internet
Eire noun now called Republic of
EFTA

egalitarian

|

|

egalitarianism

|

|

EGM

e-government

Eire

Ireland

electoral

election /lekʃən/ noun 1. the act of
election

|

electing a representative or representatives. 쒁 general election, local
election 2. the act of choosing 쑗 his
recent election as president of the society 쑗 The accused made his election
for jury trial.
election agent / lekʃən edənt/
noun a person appointed by a party to
organise its campaign in a constituency during an election 쑗 The ruling party lost votes in the general election or
in the elections for local councils. 쑗
The election results are shown on television.
election campaign / lekʃən km
pen/ noun the period immediately
before an election, when candidates
try to gain support
Election Day /lekʃ(ə)n de/ noun
in the United States, a day designated
by law for the election of people to
public office (NOTE: In the United
election agent

|

election campaign

|

|

Election Day

|

States, Election Day for national
elections is designated by law as the
Tuesday after the first Monday in November in even-numbered years.)
electioneer / lekʃənə/ verb (often as criticism) to get votes in an
electioneer

|

|

election, e.g. by visiting people and
giving interviews to the media 쑗 Cutting taxes just before the election is
pure electioneering.
election expenses / lekʃən k
spensz/ plural noun the money
spent by a candidate or political party
during an election campaign, which
has to be publicly declared
elective /lektv/ adjective 1. relating to voting 2. chosen by a vote, or
held by someone who is chosen by a
vote 쑗 elective office
elector /lektə/ noun a person who
is qualified to vote in an election
election expenses

|

Éireann 쏡 Seanad Éireann
Eisenhower /ezənhaυə/, Dwight
Éireann

Eisenhower

D. (1890–1969) supreme commander
of Allied forces in Europe during
World War II and 34th president of the
United States
elect /lekt/ verb 1. to choose someone by a vote 쑗 a vote to elect the officers of an association 쑗 She was
elected chair of the committee. 쑗 He
was first elected for this constituency
in 1979. 2. to choose to do something
쑗 He elected to stand trial by jury.
-elect /lekt/ suffix the person who
has been elected but has not yet started
the term of office 쑗 She is the president-elect. (NOTE: The plural is preselect

|

-elect

idents-elect.)

|

elective

|

elector

|

(NOTE: There is an important distinction to be made between electors,
who are qualified to vote but may not
choose to do so, and voters, who do
actually vote)
electoral /lekt(ə)rəl/ adjective reelectoral

|

lating to elections 쑗 the electoral process
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college / lekt(ə)rəl
kɒld/ noun a small group of people
elected by the whole population to
vote on their behalf in an election with
two stages
electoral college

electoral

|

electorate /lekt(ə)rət/ noun all
|

the people in an area or country qualified to vote 쑗 The electorate is tired of
party political broadcasts. 쑗 The British electorate want a change of government.
electronic voting / elektrɒnk
vəυtŋ/ noun the use of electronic
means to vote. Also called e-voting
electronic voting

|

Commission
/
lekt(ə)rəl kə mʃ(ə)n/ noun an independent body that reviews donations
to political parties and the amount of
money spent on election campaigns
and examines electoral law and practice. It also tries to make people more
aware of the process of electing people. (NOTE: It was established by the
Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000.)
electoral platform / lekt(ə)rəl
pltfɔm/ noun the set of proposals
for future policy set out by a candidate
or party before an election which the
candidate claims he or she will carry
out if elected 쑗 The party is campaigning on a platform of lower taxes and
less government interference in municipal affairs.
electoral
quota / lekt(ə)rəl
kwəυtə/ noun in Australia, the
number of representatives of a state or
territory that can be elected to the
House of Representatives, in proportion to the population of the state or
territory, i.e. approximately 1:70,000
inhabitants
electoral reform / lekt(ə)rəl r
fɔm/ noun the process of changing
the system of voting
electoral register / lekt(ə)rəl
redstə/, electoral roll / lekt(ə)rəl
rəυl/ noun a list of the names of all
the people who are eligible to vote
who have registered to do so. Also
called electoral roll
|

|

electoral platform

|

electoral quota

|

electoral reform

|

electoral register

|

|

sented by a councillor on a local council 쑗 Councillor Smith represents Central Ward on the council. (NOTE: The
electorate

Electoral Commission

|

|

noun an area, city or country repre-

US term is precinct.)

COMMENT: The President of the USA is
elected by an electoral college made
up of people elected by voters in each
of the states of the USA. Each state
elects the same number of electors to
the electoral college as it has Congressmen, plus two. This guarantees
that the college is broadly representative of voters across the country. The
presidential candidate with an overall
majority in the college is elected president.

Electoral

electoral ward / lekt(ə)rəl wɔd/
electoral ward

(NOTE: In the UK, trials of different
methods such as text message, Internet, electronic kiosk and, for the
first time ever, digital TV were carried
out in 2004.)
eligible /eldb(ə)l/ adjective able
eligible

to do or have something according to
a rule 쑗 Once you are over 18, you are
eligible to vote. 쑗 The family is eligible
for financial help.
elite /lit/ noun 1. a small group of
people in a group or society who have
high status, power and special advantages 쑗 a political elite 쑗 a social elite
2. the best people at a particular activity 쐽 adjective 1. having high status,
power and special advantages 2. very
good, usually the best of its kind 쑗 an
elite army unit
elitism /litz(ə)m/ noun the belief
that only people with the best education or other social advantages should
be allowed to do something 쑗 accused
the legal profession of elitism
elitist /litst/ noun someone who
supports elitism 쐽 adjective supporting elitism 쑗 elitist opinions
emancipation / mnspeʃ(ə)n/
noun the process of making a group
free from former legal and political restrictions
embargo /mbɑəυ/ noun a government order which stops something,
e.g. a type of trade 왍 to lay or put an
embargo on trade with a country to
say that trade with a country must not
take place 왍 to put an embargo on a
elite

|

elitism

|

elitist

|

emancipation

|

embargo

|

|
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press release to say that information
given to the media must not be made
public before a specific date 왍 to lift
an embargo to allow trade to start
again 쐽 verb to stop something, or not
to allow something to take place 쑗 The
government has embargoed trade with
the Eastern countries. 왍 the press release was embargoed until 1st January the information in the release
could not be published until 1st January
embassy /embəsi/ noun 1. a building where an ambassador and other
diplomats work in a foreign country 쑗
the American embassy 쑗 Each embassy is guarded by special police. 2. an
ambassador and his staff, sent by a
government to represent it in another
country 쑗 Queen Elizabeth I sent an
embassy to the Tsar Ivan the Terrible.
embassy

COMMENT: An embassy is the territory
of the country which it represents. The
police and armed forces of the country
where the embassy is situated are not
allowed to enter the embassy without
official permission. People seeking
asylum in a specific country can take
refuge in its embassy, but it is not
easy for them to leave, as to do so
they have to step back into the country
against which they are seeking protection.

emergency powers

|

emergency services

|

emergent

|

emigrant

emigrate

|

emissary

emoluments

|

emblem /embləm/ noun an object

The US term is emolument.)

used as the symbol of a country, state
or town 쑗 The leek and the red dragon
are emblems of Wales.
emergency /m#dənsi/ noun a
dangerous situation where decisions
have to be taken quickly
emergency debate / m#dənsi
dbet/ noun a special debate on a
subject of great national importance,
which takes place within 24 hours of
being requested (NOTE: Only one or
emergency

|

emergency debate

|

|

two emergency debates are accepted each year.)

emergency planning department / m#dənsi plnŋ d
emergency planning department

|

council official who prepares the actions needed to deal with dangerous
situations such as major accidents
emergency powers / m#dənsi
paυəz/ plural noun the special powers granted to a government or to a
minister to deal with a dangerous situation
emergency
services
/
m#dənsi s#vsz/ plural noun the
police, fire and ambulance services,
which are ready for action if a dangerous situation happens
emergent /m#dənt/ adjective
still in the process of developing 쑗
emergent countries
emigrant /emrənt/ noun a person
who leaves one country to live permanently in another
emigrate /emret/ verb to go to
another country to live permanently
emigration / emreʃ(ə)n/ noun
the act of leaving a country to go to
live permanently in another country
emissary /emsəri / noun a person
who carries a special message from
one government to another
emoluments /mɒljυmənts/ plural noun the pay earned by someone
for the work they have done (NOTE:
emigration

emblem

pɑtmənt/ noun a department in a local council which plans for action to
be taken in case of major accidents
emergency planning officer /
m#dənsi plnŋ ɒfsə/ noun a

employee

|

emergency planning officer

emperor /emp(ə)rə/ noun a man
emperor

who rules a country or a group of
countries 쑗 the Emperor of Japan or
the Japanese Emperor 쒁 empress
empire /empaə/ noun a large
group of countries ruled by one country 쑗 The British Empire came to an
end after the Second World War, and
was replaced by the Commonwealth.
employ /mplɔ/ verb to give someone regular paid work 쑗 The council
employs people with disabilities in its
offices. 쑗 She runs a department employing two hundred people.
employed /mplɔd/ adjective in
regular paid work 쐽 plural noun the
people who are working 쑗 the employers and the employed
employee /mplɔi/ noun a person
paid to work for someone or for a
empire

employ

|

employed

|

employee

|

|
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company 쑗 Employees of the firm are
eligible to join a profit-sharing
scheme. 쑗 Relations between management and employees have improved. 쑗
The council has decided to stop taking
on new employees.
employer /mplɔə/ noun a person
or company which has paid workers
employer’s contribution /m
plɔəz kɒntrbjuʃ(ə)n/ noun the
money paid by an employer towards
an employee’s pension
employment /mplɔmənt/ noun
the state of being employed or paid to
work for someone or for a company
employment programme /m
plɔmənt prəυrm/ noun a government plan to create more jobs
employment
statistics /m
plɔmənt stətstks/ plural noun
government figures on the numbers of
people who are working
empress /emprs/ noun 1. a woman who rules an empire 쑗 Queen Victoria was the Empress of India. 2. the
wife of an emperor
enabling legislation /n eblŋ
ledsleʃ(ə)n/ noun an Act of Parliament which gives a minister the
power to put other legislation into effect
enact /nkt/ verb to make a proposal for legislation into a law
enacting clause /nktŋ klɔz/,
enacting words noun the first section of a bill, starting with the words
‘be it enacted that’ which gives the bill
its official legal status when parliament has voted to accept it
enactment /nktmənt/ noun 1.
the act of making a proposal for legislation into a law 2. an Act of Parliament
enclave /eŋklev/ noun a region
which belongs to one country or is independent but is completely surrounded by another country
endorse /ndɔs/ verb 1. to agree
with or support something 쑗 The
council endorsed the action taken by
the Chief Executive. 쑗 Many MPs endorsed the efforts made the soldiers to
employer

|

employer’s contribution

|

|

employment

|

employment programme

|

employment statistics

|

|

empress

enabling legislation

|

|

enact

|

enacting clause

|

enactment

|

enclave

endorse

|

gain compensation. 2. to formally approve or permit something 쑗 These
practices have not been endorsed by
any official. 3. to make a note on a
driving licence that the holder has
been convicted of a traffic offence 4.
to sign a receipt or cheque
endorsement /n dɔsmənt/ noun
1. an act of approving or permitting
something 2. a signature on a document which approves or permits
something 3. a note on a driving licence to show that the holder has been
convicted of a traffic offence
enemy /enəmi / noun a person or
country which is hostile to another 쑗
His political enemies took the opportunity to oust him from the post.
enforce /nfɔs/ verb to make sure
something is done or is obeyed 쑗 to
enforce the terms of a contract
enforceable /nfɔsəb(ə)l/ adjective something which can be enforced
쑗 In practice the bylaw was not easily
enforceable.
enfranchise /nfrntʃaz/ verb to
give someone the right to vote. 쒁 franendorsement

|

enemy

enforce

|

enforceable

|

enfranchise

|

chise
/n
frntʃazmənt/ noun the action of
giving someone the right to vote
engagé /ɒne/ adjective (of artists, writers, etc.) showing political
involvement
engross /n rəυs/ verb to draw up
a legal document in its final form
engrossed Bill /nrəυst bl/
noun US a Bill which has been passed
by either the House of Representatives
or Senate which is written out in its final form with all amendments to be
sent to the other chamber for discussion
engrossment
/nrəυsmənt/
noun 1. the drawing up of a legal document in its final form 2. a legal document in its final form
enquire /ŋkwaə/ same as inquire
enquiry /ŋ kwari/ same as inquiry
enrolled bill /nrəυld bl/ noun US
the final copy of a bill which has been

enfranchisement
enfranchisement

|

engagé

|

engross

|

engrossed Bill

|

engrossment

|

enquire

|

enquiry

|

enrolled bill

|

GovtPol.fm Page 87 Tuesday, July 13, 2004 7:51 PM

87

passed by both House and Senate, and
is written out with all its amendments
for signature by the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, the President of the Senate and the President of
the USA
entente /ɒn tɒnt/ noun an agreement between two or more countries,
used especially of the ‘Entente Cordiale’ between Britain and France in
1904
enterprise /entəpraz/ noun 1. a
system where businesses are developed privately rather than by the state
2. a business 쑗 She runs a mail order
enterprise.
entente

|

enterprise

Enterprise, Transport and Lifelong Learning Department
Enterprise, Transport and Lifelong Learning Department

noun a department of the Scottish Ex-

ecutive, responsible for industrial development, transport and communications, and further education. Abbr

enterprise zone /entəpraz zəυn/

noun an area of a country, where the
government offers special payments
to companies to encourage them to set
up businesses
entitlement /ntat(ə)lmənt/ noun
something to which someone has a
right
entitlement card /ntat(ə)lmənt
kɑd/ noun a national identity card
proposed by the UK government that
could include personal information
such as health and tax records as well
as enable the bearer to claim state benefits
entitlement
program
/n
tat(ə)lmənt prəυrm/ noun in
the United States, a government programme that targets a particular section of the population to receive specific social benefits
entrenched /ntrentʃt/ adjective
fixed and difficult to change 쑗 the government’s entrenched position on employees’ rights
entrenched clause /ntrentʃt
klɔz/ noun a section in a constitution
which cannot be amended except by
an unusual and difficult process
entitlement

|

entitlement card

|

entitlement program

|

entrenched clause

|

|

entryist

environment

|

environmental

|

|

|

enterprise zone

|

entryism /entri z(ə)m/ noun a
way of taking control of a political
party or elected body, where extremists join or are elected in the usual
way, and are able to take over because
of their numbers or because they are
more active than other members
entryist /entrist/ adjective referring to entryism 쑗 The party leader
condemned entryist techniques.
environment
/nvarənmənt/
noun 1. the surroundings in which
somebody or something exists and
which affect the development of that
person or thing 쑗 the working environment 2. the environment the earth,
its natural features and resources
environmental
/n varən
ment(ə)l/ adjective referring to the
environment 쑗 the Opposition spokesman on environmental issues
environmental
health
/n
varənment(ə)l helθ/ noun the
health of the public and how their surroundings and living conditions affect
it
environmental health

ETLLD

entrenched

equalisation
entryism

Environmental Health Officer
Environmental Health Officer

/n varənment(ə)l helθ
ɒfsə/
noun an official of a local authority
|

who examines the environment and
tests for air pollution or bad sanitation
or noise levels. Also called Public
Health Inspector
/ nvarən
mentəlz(ə)m/ noun the belief that
political policy should have the protection of the natural world and its resources as its first consideration
environmentalist
/n varən
ment(ə)lst/ noun a supporter of environmentalism 쐽 adjective referring
to environmentalism
envoy /envɔ/ noun 1. a person who
is sent with a message from one government or organisation to another 쑗
the President’s special envoy to the
Middle East 2. a senior diplomat with
a rank below that of ambassador
EOC abbreviation Equal Opportunities Commission
equalisation / ikwəlazeʃən/,
equalization noun the process of

environmentalism
environmentalism

|

environmentalist

|

envoy

EOC

equalisation

|

|
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making something the same in size,
amount or importance for all the
members of a group

equalitarian, equalitarianism
equalitarian

쏡

egalitarian
equality /kwɒlti/ noun the condi-

|

|

tion where all citizens are equal, have
equal rights and are treated equally by
the state
equality of opportunity /
kwɒlti əv ɒpətjunti/ noun a situation where each citizen has the
same chance to get a job, be elected or
have other opportunities
equal opportunities / ikwəl ɒpə
tjuntiz/ noun a policy of avoiding
discrimination against groups in society like women, disabled people and
ethnic and religious groups (NOTE:
equality of opportunity

|

|

equal opportunities

|

The US term is affirmative action
program.)
|

mʃ(ə)n/ noun the official organisation set up in 1975 to make sure that
men and women have equal chances
of employment and to remove discrimination between the sexes (NOTE:
From 2006 the Equal Opportunities
Commission is to be merged with
other similar bodies into the Commission for Equality and Human
Rights)
equivalence /kwvələns/ noun
the same value as something else
equivalent /kwvələnt/ adjective
being of the same value as something
else
Erskine May / #skn me/ noun
the book which gives detailed information on how Parliament conducts
its business
equivalence

|

equivalent

|

Erskine May

COMMENT: Erskine May’s ‘Treatise on
the Law, Privileges, Proceedings and
Usage of Parliament’ was originally
published in 1844. The author, Sir
Thomas Erskine May, was Clerk of
the House of Commons. The book is
updated frequently, and is the authority on questions of parliamentary procedure.

escalation / eskə leʃ(ə)n/ noun an
increase in something
|

establishment

|

establishment officer

|

estate

Equal Opportunities Commission / ikwəl ɒpətjuntiz kə
Equal Opportunities Commission

escalation

use of spies to get important secret information about another country or
company. 쒁 counter-espionage
established post /stblʃt
pəυst/ noun a permanent post in the
civil service or similar organisation
establishment
/stblʃmənt/
noun 1. an organisation or institution
2. 왍 the Establishment powerful and
important people who run the country
and its government 쑗 the judiciary and
the old universities form the basis of
the Establishment 쒁 great 3. the permanent staff of a government department or military force
establishment
officer
/
stblʃmənt ɒfsə/ noun a civil
servant in charge of personnel in a
government department
estate /stet/ noun any of three divisions of parliament or constitutional
government, either the Lords Temporal, Lords Spiritual, and the Commons, or the Crown, the House of
Lords, and the House of Commons.
The Scottish parliament before the
Union was composed of the three estates of the high-ranking clergy, the
barons, and the representatives of the
royal burghs.
estate duty /stet djuti/ noun
the tax paid on the property left by a
dead person. Also called death duty
estimate noun /estmət/ an attempt
to say what future costs or income will
be 왍 estimates of expenditure calculation of future expenditure prepared
for each government department by
the minister 쐽 verb /estmet/ to attempt to say what future costs or income will be 앳 estimates 1. detailed
statements of future expenditure for
each government department (divided
into Civil Estimates and Defence Estimates) presented to the House of
Commons for approval 2. detailed
statements of future expenditure for
each department of a local authority
ethical /eθk(ə)l/ adjective morally
correct
established post

equality

|

espionage /espiənɑ/ noun the
espionage

|

estate duty

|

estimate

ethical
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ethnic /eθnk/ adjective referring to
some nation or race
ethnic cleansing / eθnk klenzŋ/
noun violent action to remove people
of a different culture from an area
ethnic group /eθnk rup/ noun a
group of people who have the same
culture and traditions, especially when
they are living in a country with a different culture
ethnicity /eθnsti/ noun the fact of
belonging to a specific ethnic group 쑗
The form asks you to state your ethnicity.
ethnic minority / eθnk ma
nɒrti/ 쏡 ethnic group
ETLLD abbreviation Scotland Enterprise, Transport and Lifelong
Learning Department
EU abbreviation European Union
euro /jυərəυ/ noun the currency of
the European Union
Euro- /jυərəυ/ prefix referring to Europe or the European Union
Eurocentric / jυərəυsentrk/ adjective focusing on Europe, sometimes in a way that is dismissive of
other parts of the world
Euro-constituency / jυərəυ kən
sttjυənsi/ noun an electoral district
which elects an MEP to the European
Parliament. Also called Euro-seat
Eurocrat /jυərəυkrt/ noun a civil
servant working in any of the European Union institutions (informal)
Euro-MP / jυərəυ em pi/ noun a
Member of the European Parliament
European / jυərəpiən/ adjective
referring to Europe
ethnic

ethnic cleansing

ethnic group

ethnicity

|

ethnic minority

|

ETLLD

EU

euro

Euro-

Eurocentric

|

Euro-constituency

|

Eurocrat

Euro-MP

European

|

European

Commission

European Commission

/ jυərəpiən kəmʃ(ə)n/ noun the
|

main executive body of the European
Union made up of commissioners
nominated by the Member States.
Also called Commission of the European Community
COMMENT: The European Commission
is the executive body of the European
Union. The commissioners are nominated by the Member States for a fiveyear term and their appointments are
ratified by the European Parliament.

European Economic Area
Each commissioner has responsibility
for a Directorate-General or department with specific policy interests like
transport or agriculture.

European

Community

European Community

/ jυərəpiən kəmjunti/, European
Economic Community / jυərəpiən
ikənɒmk kəmjunti/ noun now
called European Union
European Constitution / jυərə
piən kɒnsttjuʃ (ə)n/ noun a con|

|

European Constitution

|

|

stitution that brings together the many
treaties and agreements on which the
European Union is based. It defines
the powers of the EU, stating where it
can and cannot act and in what cases
the Member States have a right of veto, and also defines the role of the EU
institutions. (NOTE: It was ratified in

Brussels on 18 June 2004.)
European Council / jυərəpiən
kaυns(ə)l/ noun a group formed of
European Council

the heads of state or of government of
the member states of the European
Union, which meets at least twice a
year under the chairmanship of the
member state which holds the presidency, to discuss EU matters. The
presidency of the council passes from
country to country every six months.

European Court of Human
Rights / jυərəpiən kɔt əv
European Court of Human Rights

hjumən rats/ noun the court
which sits in Strasbourg considering
the rights of citizens of states which
have signed the European Convention
of Human Rights

European Court of Justice
European Court of Justice

/ jυərəpiən kɔt əv dsts/ noun

the court which sits in Luxembourg
and is responsible for judging cases
under the law of the European Union
and hearing appeals under European
law from Member States of the EU

European
European Economic Area

Economic

Area

/ jυərəpiən ikənɒmk eərə/ noun

the area covered by the treaty signed
between the European Union and
some other European countries outside the EU which allows free trade
with these countries. Abbr EEA

European External Action
Service / jυərəpiən kst#n(ə)l
European Economic Area

|

|
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kʃ(ə)n s#vs/ noun a provision of
the European Constitution for a European diplomatic service

European Free Trade Association / jυərəpiən fri tred ə səυsi
Europeanism

|

|

|

eʃ(ə)n/ noun a union of Western European countries established to eliminate trade tariffs among member
states The original members in 1960
were Austria, Denmark, the United
Kingdom, Norway, Portugal, Sweden
and Switzerland. Current members are
Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and
Switzerland. Abbr EFTA
Europeanism / jυərəpiənz(ə)m/
noun support for the European Union
and its further development
Europeanism

|

European

Parliament

European Parliament

/ jυərəpiən pɑləmənt/ noun the

parliament made up of people (MEPs
or Euro-MPs) elected by the voters of
each member state of the European
Union

European

Social

European Social Charter

Charter

/ jυərəpiən səυʃ(ə)l tʃɑtə/ noun a

charter for workers drawn up by the
European Union in 1989, setting out
the rights for workers to fair treatment
and pay
European Union / jυərəpiən
juniən/ noun the 25 European countries which have joined together to
work for peace in Europe, economic
growth and improvements in the living and working conditions of their
citizens. Abbr EU
Europol /jυərəυpɒl/ abbreviation
European Police
Eurosceptic /jυərəυskeptk/ adjective opposed to further growth of
the powers of the European Union
over its Member States
Euro-seat /jυərəυ sit/ noun same
as Euro-constituency
evacuate /vkjuet/ verb to make
the people who live in a place move
away from it because of the threat of
disaster or invasion
evidence /evd(ə)ns/ noun 1. a
written or spoken statement of facts
which helps to prove something at a
trial 쑗 The National Association of
European Union

Europol

Eurosceptic

|

Euro-seat

evacuate

|

evidence

Teachers of English gave evidence to
the committee. 2. a spoken statement
made to a committee of the House of
Commons or House of Lords, which is
then printed in the official record 쑗
The Home Secretary gave evidence
before the Select Committee. 3. a spoken or written statement made to a
government or other inquiry 쑗 In evidence presented to the tribunal, the
employees showed that their wages
had not risen in line with the cost of
living. 쐽 verb to show something 쑗 the
lack of good faith, as evidenced by the
minister’s refusal to make a statement
to the Commons
e-voting /i vəυtŋ/ noun same as
e-voting

electronic voting
excellency /eksələnsi/ noun 왍 His
excellency

Excellency, Her Excellency the way
of referring to an ambassador
exceptional needs payment /k
sepʃən(ə)l nidz pemənt/ noun a
payment made by the social services
to a person who has a particular urgent
need, such as for clothes
excess vote /ekses vəυt/ noun a
vote to approve the spending of more
money than was originally approved
exchangeable /kstʃendəb(ə)l/
adjective possible to exchange
exchange controls /kstʃend
kən trəυlz/ plural noun government
restrictions on changing local money
into foreign money 쑗 The government
imposed exchange controls to stop the
rush to buy dollars.
exceptional needs payment

|

excess vote

exchangeable

|

exchange controls

|

|

Exchange Equalisation Account

Exchange Equalisation Account /ks tʃend kwəlazeʃən
|

|

ə kaυnt/ noun an account with the
Bank of England used by the government when buying or selling foreign
money to influence the exchange rate
for the pound
Exchequer /ks tʃekə/ noun the
government department which deals
with taxes and government spending.
Also called Treasury. 쒁 Chancellor
of the Exchequer
excise /eksaz/ noun a government
tax on some goods used, made or sold
|

Exchequer

|

excise
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Excise Department /eksaz d
Excise Department

|

pɑtmənt/ noun same as Customs
and Excise
excise duty /eksaz djuti/ noun
a tax on the sale of goods such as alcohol and petrol which are produced in
the country or on some goods brought
into the country
exclusion zone /ksklu(ə)n
zəυn/ noun an area, usually of sea,
near a country, which the military
forces of other countries are ordered
not to use
execute /ekskjut/ verb to carry
out a decision, plan or order
executive /zekjυtv/ adjective
1. putting decisions into action 왍 executive session US a meeting of a congressional committee where only
committee members, witnesses and
other members of Congress may attend, and the public is excluded 2. referring to the branch of government
which puts laws into effect 쐽 noun 1.
a person in an organisation who takes
decisions 2. 왍 the Executive the section of a government which puts into
effect the laws passed by Parliament
(NOTE: In the USA, this is the president.)
excise duty

exclusion zone

|

execute

executive

|

‘…the principles of a free constitution
are lost when the legislative power is
nominated
by
the
executive’
[Edward Gibbon]

executive agency / zekjυtv
executive agency

|

edənsi/ noun a semi-independent
organisation set up to carry out some
of the responsibilities of government
department
executive
agreement
/
zekjυtv ərimənt/ noun an agreement between a US president and a
foreign head of state that has not been
given approval by the Senate
Executive Branch / zekjυtv
brɑntʃ/ noun the part of government
which puts legislation into action
(NOTE: The other two branches are
the judicial and the legislative.)
Executive Council / zekjυtv
kaυns(ə)l/ noun 1. in Australia and
New Zealand, a body made up of the
executive agreement

|

|

Executive Branch

|

Executive Council

|

exemption

Governor-General or Governor and
government ministers which meets to
brief the Governor-General or Governor on policies and formally approve
government appointments and legislation 2. in Canada, the cabinet of a provincial government
executive
document
/
zekjυtv dɒkjυment/ noun a document such as a treaty, sent by the President of the USA to the Senate for ratification
executive order / zekjυtv
ɔdə/ noun an order made by the
President of the USA or by a state
governor
executive power / zekjυtv
paυə/ noun the right to put decisions
into action
executive privilege / zekjυtv
prvld/ noun the right of the President of the USA not to reveal matters
which are considered secret
executive session / zekjυtv
seʃ(ə)n/ noun US a meeting of a
committee of Congress which only
committee members, witnesses and
other members of Congress may attend, and the public is not allowed to
attend
exempt /zempt/ adjective not
covered by a law, or not forced to obey
a law 왍 exempt from tax not required
to pay tax, or not subject to tax 쑗 Food
is exempt from sales tax. 쐽 verb to free
something from having tax paid on it
or from having to pay tax 쑗 Non profitmaking organisations are exempted
from tax. 쑗 The government exempted
trusts from tax.
exempt information / zempt
nfəmeʃ(ə)n/ noun information
which may be kept secret from the
public, because if it were not it might
be unfair to an individual or harmful to
the council 쑗 The council resolved that
the press and public be excluded for
item 10 as it involved the likely disclosure of exempt information.
exemption / zempʃ(ə)n/ noun
the act of freeing something from a
contract or from a tax
executive document

|

|

executive order

|

executive power

|

executive privilege

|

executive session

|

exempt

|

exempt information

|

|

exemption

|

GovtPol.fm Page 92 Tuesday, July 13, 2004 7:51 PM

exemption clause

92

exemption clause /zempʃ(ə)n
exemption clause

|

klɔz/ noun a section in a contract
freeing a party from specific liabilities
exempt supplies / zempt sə
plaz/ plural noun sales of goods or
services on which tax does not have to
be paid
exercise /eksəsaz/ noun 1. the use
of a power 쑗 A court can give directions to a local authority as to the exercise of its powers in relation to children in care. 2. a test or trial to get experience or information 쑗 Getting the
residents’ views on the new road will
be a useful exercise. 쑗 The leaflets prepared by the department are just a
public relations exercise. 쐽 verb to use
or to put into practice
exile /eksal/ noun 1. the punishment of being sent to live in another
country 쑗 The ten members of the opposition party were sent into exile. 왍
government in exile a government
formed outside a country to oppose
the government inside it 2. a person
who has been sent to live in another
country as a punishment 쑗 The new
leadership hopes that after the amnesty several well-known exiles will return home. 쐽 verb to send someone to
live in another country as a punishment 쑗 He was exiled for life.
exit poll /ezt pəυl/ noun a survey
taken outside a place where people
have voted, asking those who have just
voted how they voted, to get an idea of
the likely result of an election
ex officio / eks əfʃiəυ/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘because of an office
held’ 쑗 The mayor is ex officio a member or an ex officio member of the finance committee.
expansionism
/k
spnʃ(ə)nz(ə)m/ noun a policy of
expanding a country’s economy or territory
expansionist
/k spnʃ(ə)nst/
adjective (of a country or government) wanting to increase the lands it
controls
expatriate noun /eksptriət/ a
person who lives in a country which is
exempt supplies

|

|

exercise

exile

exit poll

ex officio

|

expansionism

|

expansionist

|

expatriate

|

not his or her own 쑗 There is a large
expatriate community or a large community of expatriates in Geneva. 쐽
verb /eksptriet/ to force someone
to leave the country where he or she is
living
expatriation /eks ptrieʃ(ə)n/
noun the act of forcing someone to
leave the country where he or she is
living. Compare repatriation
expenditure /kspendtʃə / noun
the amount of money spent on something 쐽 the major costs of a council or
central government (such as schools,
roads, hospitals, etc.)
expire /kspaə/ verb ((of an official
document)) to stop being valid on a
particular date 왍 his passport or visa
has expired his passport or visa is no
longer valid
explanatory note /k splnət(ə)ri
nəυt/ noun a short piece of text that
explains something in more detail or
helps you to understand it better 쐽 plural noun explanatory notes general
information about a Bill, explaining
its legal and political implications,
written by the relevant Government
Department
export verb /kspɔt/ to send goods
to foreign countries for sale 쑗 We have
exported more goods this month than
ever before. 쐽 noun /ekspɔt/ 1. the
sending of goods out of a country to be
sold 쑗 The export of firearms is forbidden. 2. something sent out of the
country for sale
export restitution / ekspɔt rest
tjuʃ(ə)n/ noun money paid by the
European Union to subsidise European food exporters
exports /ekspɔts/ plural noun
goods sent abroad for sale 쑗 Exports
have fallen because the exchange rate
is too high.
expropriate /eksprəυpriet/ verb
to take private property for public use
expropriation
/ks prəυpr
eʃ(ə)n/ noun US the action of the
state in taking private property for
public use, and paying compensation
|

expatriation

|

|

expenditure

|

expire

|

explanatory note

|

export

|

export restitution

|

exports

expropriate

|

expropriation

|

|
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to the former owner (NOTE: The UK
term is compulsory purchase.)
expunge /kspnd/ verb to reexpunge

|

move something from an official
record 쑗 The Chairman ordered the remarks to be expunged from the record.
extension /kstenʃən/ noun the act
of increasing something
extension of remarks /k
stenʃən əv rmɑks/ noun US additional material which a member of
Congress adds to the Congressional
Record after a sitting
external /kst#n (ə)l/ adjective involving relations with foreign countries
exterritorial / ekstertɔriəl/ adjective same as extraterritorial

/k strɔd(ə)n(ə)ri
den(ə)rəl
mitŋ/ noun a special meeting of
|

extension of remarks

|

|

external

|

exterritorial

|

payments

/ ekstrə ɔ θɒrti pemənts/, extraborough, extra-district plural noun
|

payments made to another authority
for services provided by that authority
extradite /ekstrədat/ verb to bring
an arrested person from one country to
another country because she or he is
wanted for trial for a crime which she
or he committed in that country 쑗 She
was arrested in France and extradited
to stand trial in Germany.
extradition / ekstrədʃ (ə)n/ noun
the action of bringing an arrested person from one country to be tried for a
crime he or she committed in another
country 쑗 The USA requested the extradition of the leader of the drug
gang.
extradite

extradition

|

|

triti/ noun an agreement between
two countries that a person arrested in
one country can be sent to the other to
stand trial for a crime committed there

Extraordinary General Meeting

|

extra-authority

extradition treaty / ekstrədʃ(ə)n

Extraordinary General Meeting

extension

extra-authority payments

extremist
extradition treaty

members to discuss an important matter which cannot wait until the next
Annual General Meeting
extraterritorial
/ ekstrə ter
tɔriəl/ adjective 1. situated or coming from outside a country’s borders
2. relating to exemption from the legal
control of a country of residence
extra-territoriality
/ ekstrə
tertɔrilti/ noun (of diplomats)
the fact of being outside the territory
of a country and so not subject to its
laws
extra-territorial waters / ekstrə
tertɔriəl wɔtəz/ plural noun international waters, outside the jurisdiction of a country
extremism /kstrimz (ə)m/ noun
ideas and practices that support very
strong action such as the use of violence to achieve change
extremist /kstrimst/ noun (as
criticism) a person who supports very
strong or sometimes violent methods
to achieve change 쑗 The party has
been taken over by left-wing extremists. 쑗 The meeting was broken up by
extremists from the right of the party.
쐽 adjective in support of strong methods 쑗 The electorate decisively rejected the extremist parties.
extraterritorial

|

extra-territoriality

|

extra-territorial waters

extremism

|

extremist

|

|
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Fabian /febiən/ adjective relating
Fabian

to the Fabian Society 쐽 noun a member or supporter of the Fabian Society
Fabianism /febiənz(ə)m/ noun
the beliefs of the Fabian Society
Fabian Society /febiən sə saəti/
noun a political organisation founded
in Britain in 1884 with the aim of developing socialism by gradual and
lawful means rather than by revolution
facedown /fesdaυn/ noun a determined confrontation between two opposing people or groups
Fabianism

Fabian Society

|

facedown

facie 쏡 prima facie
facsimile /fksmli/, facsimile
facie

facsimile

|

copy /fk smli kɒpi/ noun an ex|

act copy of a document
fact-finding /fkt fandŋ/ adjective looking for information 왍 a factfinding delegation a group of people
who visit somewhere to get information about an issue
faction /fkʃən/ noun a group of
people within a larger organisation
such as a political party, who have different views or special aims 쑗 Arguments broke out between different factions at the party conference.
factional /fkʃən(ə)l/ adjective referring to factions 쑗 Factional infighting has weakened the party structure.
factionalise /fkʃənəlaz / verb to
split into factions, or cause a group to
split into factions
factionalism
/fkʃənəz(ə)m/
noun the existence of or conflict between groups within a larger group
factor /fktə/ noun a thing which is
important or which influences something 쑗 The need to encourage tourism
is a major factor in increased council
fact-finding

faction

factional

factionalise

factionalism

factor

spending on amenities. 쑗 The rise in
unemployment is an important factor
in the job market.
Factortame case noun a legal case
in 1991 which showed clearly that
British law, made by Parliament, had
to give way to European Law (NOTE:
Factortame case

The Spanish fishing company, Factortame, had been stopped from
fishing according to the Merchant
Shipping Act of 1988, but the law
lords struck down this Act because,
according to European law, Factortame had done nothing illegal. This
seemed to some commentators to
show that Parliament had given
away its legal sovereignty to the European Union.)
Faculty of Advocates / fk(ə)lti
əv dvəυkəts/ noun the legal body
Faculty of Advocates

to which Scottish barristers belong
fair trade / feə tred/ noun an international business system where countries agree not to charge duties on
goods imported from their trading
partners
fall /fɔl/ verb to lose political power
or be defeated (NOTE: falling – fell –
fallen) 왍 to fall outside not to be part
of a list or not to be covered by a rule
쑗 the case falls outside the jurisdiction
of the local planning authority 왍 to
fall within to become part of a list or
to be covered by a rule 쑗 the newspaper report falls within the category of
defamation 쑗 the case falls within the
competence of the local authority 쐽
noun a loss of political power or control
FAO abbreviation Food and Agriculture Organization (of the UN)
fair trade

fall

FAO
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fascism /fʃz(ə)m/ noun extreme
fascism

right-wing nationalist ideas, in favour
of the power of the state, the army and
the leader of the nation, violently opposed to Communism
fascist /fʃst/ adjective referring
to fascism 쑗 a fascist dictatorship 쑗
The leader of the party has made
speeches advocating fascist principles. 쐽 noun a supporter of fascism
fascist

Fatah, Al noun 쏡 Al Fatah
Father of the House /fɑðə əv ð
Fatah, Al

Father of the House

haυz/ noun the MP who has been an
MP for the longest time without a
break (NOTE: It is also sometimes
used to refer to the oldest member of
the House of Lords.)
fatwa /ftwə / noun an official order

made by a Muslim religious leader
FBI / ef bi a / abbreviation Federal
Bureau of Investigation
FCO abbreviation Foreign and Commonwealth Office
FCSD abbreviation Scotland Financial and Central Services Department
FDA abbreviation First Division Association
feasibility study / fizəblti
stdi/, feasibility report / fizə
blti r pɔt/ noun work done to see
if something which has been planned
is a good idea 쑗 The council asked the
planning department to comment on
the feasibility of the project. 쑗 The department has produced a feasibility
report on the development project.
feasibility test / fizəblti test/
noun a test to see if something proposed is possible
fed. abbreviation 1. federal 2. federated 3. federation
Fed. abbreviation 1. Federal 2. Federated 3. Federation
federal /fed (ə)rəl/ adjective 1. referring to a system of government in
which a group of states are linked together in a federation 왍 a federal constitution a constitution such as that in
Germany which provides for a series
of semi-autonomous states joined together in a national federation 2. referFBI

FCO

FCSD

FDA

feasibility study

|

|

feasibility test

|

fed.

Fed.

federal

ring especially to the central government of the United States 왍 federal
court, federal laws court or laws of
the USA, as opposed to state courts or
state laws
Federal Assembly /fed(ə)rəl ə
sembli/ noun the legislature in Russia
Federal Assembly

|

Federal Bureau of Investigation / fed(ə)rəl bjυərəυ əv n vest
Federal Bureau of Investigation

|

|

eʃ(ə)n/ noun a section of the US
Department of Justice, which looks
into crimes against federal law and
subversive acts in the USA. Abbr FBI
Federal Chancellor /fed(ə)rəl
tʃɑns(ə)lə / noun the head of the executive in Germany
federal
district
/fed(ə)rəl
dstrkt/ noun an area in which the
seat of the national government of a
federation such as the United States is
located
federal government /fed(ə)rəl
v(ə)nmənt/ noun the central government of a federal state
federalise /fed(ə)rəlaz/ verb 1. to
bring various states together in a federal union 2. to place something under
the control of a federal government
federalism /fed(ə)rəlz(ə)m/ noun
the system of government which operates in a country which is a federation
of semi-autonomous provinces or
states, with a central federal government linking them together
federalist /fed(ə)rəlst/ noun a
supporter of a federal system of government
Federal Reserve /fedrəl rz#v
bŋk/ noun US the national system
of banks in the United States
Federal Chancellor

federal district

fatwa

|

Federal Reserve

federal government

federalise

federalism

federalist

Federal Reserve

COMMENT:

The Federal Reserve system is the central bank of the USA.
The system is run by the Federal Reserve Board, under a chairman and
seven committee members (or ‘governors’) who are all appointed by the
President. The twelve Federal Reserve Banks act as lenders of last resort to local commercial banks. Although the board is appointed by the
president, the whole system is relatively independent of the US government.
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Federal Reserve Board /fedrəl
rz#v bɔd/ noun in the USA , the
government organisation which runs
the central banks and sets US interest
rates
federate /fedəret/ verb to join together in a federation, or cause various
bodies to join together in a federation
federation / fedəreʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
a group of organisations which are
linked together and have a central
body which represents their interests 쑗
the American Federation of Labor 2. a
group of semi-autonomous states
which have a central government
which represents them and looks after
their common interests, in areas such
as foreign policy and the armed forces
Federal Reserve Board

federate

federation

|

COMMENT: Many federations exist,
though they are not often called such:
the USA, Russia, Canada, Australia
and Germany are all federations. Federations differ in how much independence the component regions or states
have. A very loose form of federation
is known as a confederation.

feudal system

noun 쏡 feudalism

Fianna Fáil noun the republican
Fianna Fáil

party, one of the two main political
parties in the Republic of Ireland

fide 쏡 bona fide
fief /fif/ noun same as fiefdom
fiefdom /fifdəm/ noun 1. the lands
fide

fief

fiefdom

controlled by a feudal lord 2. something such as territory or a sphere of
activity that is controlled or dominated by a specific person or group 쑗 The
company has an ethical responsibility
to the existing residents of the area
since this is their community and not
the personal fiefdom of the developer.
Fifth /ffθ/ noun same as Fifth
Fifth

Amendment

Amendment / ffθ ə
mendmənt/ noun an amendment to
the constitution of the USA, which
says that no person can be forced to
give evidence which might incriminate himself or herself
fifth column / ffθ kɒləm/ noun a
secret group that works to promote its
own ends and undermines the efforts
of others
figure /fə/ noun 1. a particular
number 쑗 By 1982 unemployment had
reached a very high figure 2. a person
쑗 He was one of the more colourful
figures to lead the party.
file /fal/ noun a collection of papers
stored away 쑗 The official files are
usually opened after 50 years and the
contents made public. 쐽 verb 1. to
store away a collection of papers 2. to
make an official request 3. to present
something officially so it can be recorded 쑗 to file an application for a
patent 쑗 to file a return to the tax office
filibuster /flbstə/ noun in a debate, a speech which carries on for a
long time so that the debate cannot be
closed and a vote taken 쑗 The Democrats organised a filibuster in the Senate. 쒁 talk out
Fifth
Fifth Amendment

Council
/ fedə
reʃ(ə)n kaυns(ə)l/ noun the upper
house of the legislature in Russia. 쒁
Duma
federative /fed(ə)rətv/ adjective
relating to a federation
fellow traveller /feləυ trv(ə)lə/
noun someone who sympathises with
the cause of a group, especially the
Communist Party, without becoming
an official member
feminism /femnz(ə)m/ noun a
movement supporting equality of
women with men
feminist /femnst/ adjective, noun
referring to feminism 쑗 the feminist
movement
feudalise /fjudəlaz/ verb to make
a system similar to the feudal system
feudalism /fjud(ə)lz(ə)m/ noun
the medieval system where land was
granted by a king to his nobility, and
by the nobility to the peasants, on condition that each performed a service
for their superior
feudal society / fjud(ə)l sə
saəti/ noun a society where each
Federation

class or level has a duty to serve the
class above it
feudal system /fjudəl sstəm/

Federation Council

|

federative

fellow traveller

feminism

feminist

feudalise

feudalism

fifth column

figure

file

filibuster

feudal society

|

COMMENT: Filibusters are possible in
the US Senate, because the rules of

|
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the Senate allow unlimited debate. A
filibuster may be ended by a closure
motion which requires a three-fifths
majority to pass. The filibuster is also
used in the UK but in practice only for
Private Members Bills, since government bills can be pushed through using the closure or guillotine.

Financial Secretary to the
Treasury /fa nnʃəl sekrət(ə)ri
|

filibustering /flbstərŋ/ noun

the organising or carrying out of a filibuster
finance /fanns/ noun public
money used by a government or local
authority 쑗 Where will the authority
find the finance to pay the higher salaries? 쑗 He is the secretary of the local authority finance committee. 쐽
verb to pay for something 쑗 a government-financed programme of prison
construction 쑗 The new building must
be financed by the local authority.
Finance Act /fanns kt/ noun
the annual Act of the British Parliament which gives the government
power to raise taxes as proposed in the
budget
Finance
Minister / fanns
mnstə/ noun the government minister responsible for finance, both taxation and spending. Also called Minfinance

Finance Act

Finance Minister

ister of Finance
financial /fannʃəl/ adjective re-

ferring to finance 쑗 She has a financial
interest in the company.

fire regulations

First Amendment

|

Division

Association

/ f#st d v(ə)n ə səυsieʃ(ə)n/
noun same as Association of First
Division Civil Servants
first estate / f#st stet/ noun the
|

Financial and Central Services Department

Financial and Central Services
Department /fa nnʃ(ə)l ən
|

sentrəl s#vsz d pɑtmənt/ noun
a department of the Scottish Executive, responsible for collecting taxes
and managing public revenue. Abbr
|

FCSD

financial assistance /fa nnʃəl
financial assistance

|

əsstəns/ noun help in the form of
money
financial commitments /fa
nnʃəl kəmtmənts/ plural noun
money which is owed
financial institution /fa nnʃəl
nsttjuʃ(ə)n/ noun a bank or investment company or insurance company whose work involves lending or
investing money
|

financial commitments

|

|

finlandisation

First

|

|

Fine Gael

First Division Association

financial

financial institution

tə ðə treəri/ noun the minister of
state in the Treasury, responsible to
the Chancellor of the Exchequer
findings /fandŋz/ noun the decisions reached by an official group 왍
the findings of a commission of inquiry the conclusions of the commission
Fine Gael noun one of the two main
political parties in the Republic of Ireland, considered more moderate than
Fianna Fail
finlandisation,
finlandization
noun a policy of neutrality, similar to
that formerly adopted by Finland because of its geographical position between the West and the USSR
fire
regulations
/ faə
rejυleʃ(ə)nz/ plural noun the local
or national laws which owners of
buildings used by the public have to
obey in order to be given a fire certificate
First Amendment / f#st ə
men(d)mənt/ noun the first amendment to the Constitution of the USA,
which protects freedom of speech and
religion
findings

filibustering

|

first-past-the-post
Financial Secretary to the Treasury

|

|

first estate

|

social and political class that consists
of senior members of the clergy
first lady / f#st ledi/ noun the
wife or woman partner of a high government official, especially of a country’s leader
First Lord of the Treasury / f#st
lɔd əv ðə treəri/ noun a former
British government post, now combined with that of Prime Minister
First Minister / f#st mnstə/
noun the leader of the National Assembly of Northern Ireland, Scotland
or Wales
first-past-the-post / f#st pɑst
ðə pəυst/ noun an electoral system
such as that used in the UK, where the
first lady

First Lord of the Treasury

First Minister

first-past-the-post
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candidate with most votes wins the
election even if he or she does not
have more than half of all votes. Also
called Single Member Plurality
System

First Reading / f#st ridŋ/ noun
First Reading

the formal introduction of a Bill into
the House of Commons, after which it
is printed
First World / f#st w#ld/ noun the
principal industrialised countries of
the world, including the United States,
the United Kingdom, the nations of
western Europe, Japan, Canada, Australia and New Zealand
fiscal /fskəl/ adjective referring to
tax or to government money 쑗 the government’s fiscal policies
fiscal measures / fskəl meəz/
plural noun tax changes made by a
government
fiscal year / fskəl jə/ noun the
twelve-month period on which taxes
are calculated (NOTE: In the UK it is
First World

fiscal

fiscal measures

fiscal year

April 6th to April 5th; in the USA it is
from July 1st to June 30th.)
Five-Year Plan / fav jə pln/
noun a set of proposals for running a
Five-Year Plan

country’s economy over a five-year
period
fixture /fkstʃə/ noun a permanently arranged meeting 쑗 The council
meeting is a fixture on the third
Wednesday of every month.
flag /fl/ 앳 to fly a flag 1. to attach
a flag in an obvious position to show
that your ship belongs to a certain
country 쑗 a ship flying the British flag
2. to act in a way that shows that you
are proud of belonging to a certain
country or working for a certain company 쑗 The Trade Minister has gone to
the World Fair to fly the flag.
flag conservative / fl kən
s#vətv/ noun a neoconservative
who believes that the United States’
role is to engage in global policing in
order to secure the national interest,
national security, and the security of
US allies
flag of convenience / fl əv kən
viniəns/ noun the flag of a country
fixture

flag

flag conservative

|

flag of convenience

|

which may have no ships of its own
but allows ships of other countries to
be registered in its ports and fly its flag
flag of truce / fl əv trus/ noun
a white flag used to end a conflict temporarily, to allow negotiations to take
place. Also called white flag
flag-waving /fl wevŋ/ noun
activities showing obvious and emotional patriotism
floating vote / fləυtŋ vəυt/ noun
the votes of floating voters 쑗 The Opposition is trying to capture the bulk of
the floating vote.
floating voter / fləυtŋ vəυtə/
noun 1. a voter who has not decided
how to vote 2. a voter who does not always vote for the same party, but
changes from election to election
flag of truce

flag-waving

floating vote

floating voter

(NOTE: The US term is swing voter.)
floor /flɔ / noun 왍 the floor of the
floor

House the main part of the House of
Commons, House of Lords or Congress where business is conducted 쑗
Debates on the floor of the House are
often lively.
floor leader /flɔ lidə/ noun a
member of an American legislative
body chosen by fellow party members
to organise their activities and strategy
on the floor of the legislature
floor manager /flɔ mndə/
noun a member, usually the chairman,
of the reporting committee in the
House of Commons who is responsible for trying to get agreement on a
bill
floor
spokesman
/flɔ
spəυksmən/ noun in the US Senate,
the spokesperson for a particular party
쑗 The Senate majority leader is the
floor spokesman for his party in the
Senate.
FO abbreviation Foreign Office
focus group /fəυkəs rup/ noun
a small group of representative people
who are questioned about their opinions as part of political or market research
Foggy Bottom / fɒi bɒtəm/
noun US the State Department
floor leader

floor manager

floor spokesman

FO

focus group

Foggy Bottom

(informal) (NOTE: Foggy Bottom is an
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area in Washington DC where the
State Department has its offices.)
FOL abbreviation Federation of LaFOL

bour

Folketing noun the legislature in

Foreign Secretary

foreign exchange / fɒrən ks
foreign exchange

|

tʃend/ noun the system of changing the money of one country for that
of another

Folketing

foreign exchange dealing

Denmark

/ fɒrn kstʃend dilŋ/ noun the

follower /fɒləυə/ noun a person

who supports a party, without being a
member of that party
follow up / fɒləυ p/ verb to examine something further 쑗 The tax inspectors are following up the information they received.
follow up

Food and Drug Administration
Food and Drug Administration

/ fud ən dr əd mnstreʃ(ə)n/
noun full form of FDA
force /fɔs/ noun 1. strength or power 쑗 took control by force 2. effect or
|

force

influence 왍 to come into force to start
to operate or work 쑗 The new regulations will come into force on January
1st. 왍 to put into force to make something apply 왍 the new regulations
have the force of law they are the
same as if they had been voted into
law by parliament 3. an organised
group of people 쑗 a military force 쑗 a
police force 쐽 verb to make someone
do something 쑗 The government has
been forced to reconsider its plans.
force majeure / fɔs m# / noun
something which happens which is
out of the control of the parties who
have signed a contract and which prevents one of the parties keeping to the
contract, e.g. a war or storm
foreign /fɒrn/ adjective not belonging to one’s own country 쑗 Foreign cars have flooded our market. 쑗
We are increasing our trade with foreign countries.
foreign affairs /fɒrn əfeəz/ plural noun matters concerning other
countries
force majeure

|

foreign

foreign affairs

|

Foreign and Commonwealth
office /fɒrn ən kɒmənwelθ ɒfs/
Foreign and Commonwealth office

noun same as Foreign Office. abbr
FCO
foreign currency / fɒrn krənsi/
noun the money of another country
foreigner /fɒrnə/ noun a person
foreigner

from another country

exchange

dealing

|

follower

foreign currency

foreign

activity of buying and selling foreign
money
foreign exchange market / fɒrn
kstʃend mɑkt/ noun the place
where foreign money is bought and
sold
foreign exchange market

|

foreign exchange reserves

foreign

exchange

reserves

/ fɒrn kstʃend r z#vz/ noun the
|

|

foreign money held by a government
to support its own currency
foreign goods / fɒrn υdz/ plural
noun things produced in other countries
foreign investments / fɒrn n
vestmənts/ plural noun money invested in other countries
foreign minister /fɒrn mnstə/
noun in many countries, a minister in
a government who is responsible for
relations with other countries
foreign ministry /fɒrn mnstri/
noun in many countries, the department of government responsible for
relations with other countries
foreign mission /fɒrn mʃ(ə)n/
noun a group of diplomats who represent their country abroad
Foreign Office /fɒrn ɒfs/ noun
the British government department
dealing with relations with other
countries. Abbr FO. Also called Forforeign goods

foreign investments

|

foreign minister

foreign ministry

foreign mission

Foreign Office

eign and Commonwealth Office
COMMENT:

In most countries, the government department dealing with other countries is called the Foreign Ministry, with the Foreign Minister in
charge. In the UK, they are called the
Foreign Office and Foreign Secretary.
In the USA, they are called the State
Department and the Secretary of
State.

foreign policy / fɒrn pɒlsi/ noun
foreign policy

the policy followed by a country when
dealing with other countries
Foreign
Secretary
/ fɒrn
sekrt(ə)ri/ noun the British governForeign Secretary
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ment minister in charge of relations
with other countries
Foreign Service / fɒrn s#vs/
noun the government department responsible for a country’s relations
with other countries
foreign trade / fɒrn tred/ noun
trade with other countries
formal /fɔm(ə)l/ adjective according to correct and suitable methods 쑗
to make a formal application 쑗 to send
a formal order
formality /fɔmlti/ noun a thing
which has to be done to obey the law
or because it is the custom 쑗 The
chairman dispensed with the formality
of reading the minutes.
formation /fɔmeʃ(ə)n/ noun the
act of organizing 쑗 The formation of
the new splinter group has altered the
voting pattern in the assembly.
formulate /fɔmjυlet/ verb to
write down or state clearly 쑗 The Government’s proposals are formulated in
a White Paper.
forty-ninth parallel /fɔti nanθ
prəlel/ noun the border between the
United States and Canada, that runs at
49° latitude along most of its length
forum /fɔrəm/ noun a place or opportunity for matters to be discussed 쑗
The debate should be carried out in
the forum of the council chamber, not
on the pages of the local newspaper.
founder /faυndə/ noun a person
who establishes a party, institution or
company
founder
member
/ faυndə
membə/ noun a member of a party or
organisation who has been a member
from the beginning
fourth estate / fɔθ stet/ noun
journalists, the press, or the media in
general
Fourth World /fɔθ w#ld/ noun
the poorest countries of the world
franchise /frntʃaz/ noun 1. a
right given to someone to do something, especially the right to vote in local or general elections. 쒁 enfranchise, universal franchise 2. a right
Foreign Service

foreign trade

formal

formality

|

formation

|

formulate

forty-ninth parallel

forum

founder

founder member

fourth estate

|

Fourth World

franchise

given by a company to someone to
trade in the company’s name in a particular area 쑗 She has bought a printing franchise or a hot dog franchise. 쐽
verb to sell the right to trade in a company’s name in a particular area 쑗 Her
sandwich bar was so successful that
she decided to franchise it.
frank /frŋk/ noun the right of sending official post free of charge, used
by members of Congress
free circulation of goods / fri
s#kjυleʃ(ə)n əv υdz/ noun the
movement of goods from one country
to another without legal restrictions
free collective bargaining / fri
kə lektv bɑnŋ/ noun negotiations over pay and working conditions
between the management and the
workers’ representatives without government interference
free competition / fri kɒmpə
tʃ(ə)n/ noun being free to compete
without government interference
free currency / fri krənsi/ noun
a currency which is allowed by the
government to be bought and sold
without restriction
freedom /fridəm/ noun 1. the state
of being free or not being held in prison or as a slave 쑗 The president gave
the accused man his freedom. 2. the
state of being free to do something
without restriction 3. 왍 freedom of
the city the highest honour given to a
person by a town or city 쑗 In a ceremony at the Town Hall yesterday, Lord
Smith was given the Freedom of the
City.
Freedom
Charter /fridəm
tʃɑtə/ noun a document setting out
the basic rights of all South Africans,
composed in 1955 in opposition to the
Nationalist government and constituting the manifesto of the African National Congress
freedom fighter /fridəm fatə/
noun a guerrilla fighting against an
oppressive government or to free the
country from foreign control
freedom of assembly / fridəm
əv əsembli/ noun the right to hold a
frank

free circulation of goods

|

free collective bargaining

|

free competition

|

free currency

freedom

Freedom Charter

freedom fighter

freedom of assembly

|
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meeting or a peaceful demonstration
without being afraid of prosecution.
Also called freedom of meeting
freedom of association

freedom

of

association

/ fridəm əv əsəυsieʃ(ə)n/ noun the
|

right to join together with other people
in a group, such as a church or trade
union, without being afraid of prosecution

freedom of information

freedom

of

information

/ fridəm əv nfəmeʃ(ə)n/ noun the
|

right of government information being
available to ordinary people, or of official records about private people being available to each person concerned

Freedom of Information Act

Freedom of Information Act
/fridəm əv nfəmeʃ(ə)n e si
ti/ noun the Act of Parliament
|

(2000) which allows people to gain
access to government documents
(NOTE: The UK Freedom of Information Act is a weaker measure than
most people had hoped for, and
gives British citizens less access to
information than similar measures in
the USA and other countries do.)
freedom of meeting /fridəm əv
mitŋ/ noun same as freedom of
assembly
freedom of speech / fridəm əv
spitʃ/ noun the right to say, write or
freedom of meeting

freedom of speech

publish what you want without being
afraid of prosecution
freedom of the press / fridəm
əv ðə pres/ noun the right to write
and publish in a newspaper what you
wish without being afraid of prosecution
free elections / fri lekʃ(ə)nz/
plural noun elections which are honest and not rigged by one of the parties
or by the government 쑗 the right to
hold free elections
free enterprise / fri entəpraz/
noun the economic system where
business is free from government interference and the economy is largely
in private hands rather than under state
control
freelance /frilɑns/ noun someone, especially a politician, who is not
freedom of the press

free elections

|

free enterprise

freelance

French Revolution

committed to any group and takes action or forms alliances independently
freeman /frimn/ noun a person
who has received the honour of freedom of the city
free market economy / fri
mɑkt kɒnəmi/ noun the economic system where the government does
not interfere in business activity and
where the economy is largely in private hands rather than under state control
free movement of capital / fri
muvmənt əv kpt(ə)l/ noun the
ability to transfer capital from one
country to another without any restrictions
free port /fri pɔt/, free trade
zone / fri tred zəυn/ noun a port
or area where there are no customs duties
free speech / fri spitʃ/ noun 쏡
freeman

free market economy

|

free movement of capital

free port

free speech

freedom of speech
free trade / fri tred/ noun the
free trade

economic system where goods can go
from one country to another without
any restrictions
free trade area / fri tred eəriə/
noun a group of countries practising
free trade
free trader / fri tredə/ noun a
person who supports free trade
free vote / fri vəυt/ noun an occasion in a parliament when members
are allowed to decide how to vote according to their consciences and personal opinions rather than as instructed by their party leaders
free world / fri w#ld/ noun the
countries of the world with democratic governments, as opposed to those
with totalitarian or communist governments
French Community / frentʃ kə
mjunəti/ noun an association linking France and several former French
colonies
French Revolution / frentʃ revə
luʃ(ə)n/ noun the violent overthrow
of the French king by the people of
France in 1789
free trade area

free trader

free vote

free world

French Community

|

French Revolution

|
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fringe /frnd/ noun the members of

function /fŋkʃən/ noun 1. an offi-

fringe

function

a group or organisation whose views
are not representative of the group as a
whole 쑗 a fringe meeting 쑗 Some on
the conservative fringes argue that the
state should not grant any rights at all
to gay couples.
front /frnt/ noun a political group,
usually an alliance of several smaller
groups, formed to resist a threat 왍 to
form a common front to join into a
group against a threat. 쒁 Popular

cial ceremony 쑗 At a function held in
the council offices, the mayor gave
testimonials to two of the library staff.
쑗 The council offices are closed for an
official function. 2. a job or duty 쑗 It is
not the function of the clerk to give an
opinion on the candidates. 쑗 The job
description lists the various functions
of a Chief Education Officer. 쐽 verb to
work 쑗 Lack of qualified engineers is
hindering the functioning of the council’s maintenance department.
functionary /fŋkʃənəri/ noun an
official, especially someone who is regarded as having unimportant duties
fund /fnd/ verb to pay for something 쑗 The scheme is funded by the local education committee. 쑗 Redevelopment of the centre of the town has
been funded partly by government and
partly by local industry. 쐽 noun a collection of money for a special purpose
쑗 The mayor has opened a fund to help
poor families.
fundamentalism
/ fndə
ment(ə)lz(ə)m/ noun 1. the practice
of following extremely traditional religious beliefs 2. a government based
on extremely traditional religious beliefs
fundamentalist
/ fndə
ment(ə)lst/ adjective referring to
fundamentalism 쑗 a fundamentalist
regime 쐽 noun a person who holds
fundamentalist views
fund-raising /fnd rezŋ/ noun
the activity of asking people or organisations to give money 쑗 The mayor
launched a fund-raising scheme to get
more money for the children’s club.
further education / f#ðər edjυ
keʃ(ə)n/ noun the teaching of students after they have left school at 16
쑗 The borough’s College of Further
Education offers a wide range of
courses.
fusionism /fju(ə)nz(ə)m/ noun
the formation of political coalitions,
support for their formation or belief in
their effectiveness

front

Front

functionary

frontbencher / frntbentʃə/ noun
frontbencher

|

a Member of Parliament who sits on
the front rows of seats in the chamber
and who is a government minister or a
member of the Opposition shadow
cabinet. Also called frontbench MP
front benches / frnt bentʃz/
plural noun two rows of seats in the
House of Commons, facing each other
with a table between them, where
Government ministers or members of
the Opposition Shadow Cabinet sit 왍
the Government front bench the
seats where the members of the Government sit facing the Opposition.
Also called Treasury bench. 쒁 Opfront benches

position front bench
frontier /frntə/ noun the boundafrontier

|

ry of a country
frontline /frntlan/ adjective relating to countries that have a border
with another country in which fighting
is taking place
frontline state / frntlan stet/
noun a nation situated on the border of
an area where fighting is happening or
is likely to happen
front
organisation
/ frnt
ɔənazeʃ(ə)n/ noun an organisation which pretends to be neutral, but
in fact supports a political party or
other interest group
full title / fυl tat(ə)l/ noun the summary of an Act of Parliament, printed
at the beginning of the Act. Also
called long title
frontline

frontline state

front organisation

|

full title

fund

fundamentalism

|

fundamentalist

|

fund-raising

further education

|

fusionism
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G
G8

G8 noun the group of the eight most
industrialised nations in the world, i.e.
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, the United Kingdom, and
the United States. Representatives
from these countries meet regularly
for discussions, especially on global
economic policies. Full form Group
of Eight
Gaeltacht

Gaeltacht noun the parts of Ireland
or Scotland where Gaelic is spoken by
a large part of the population
gag // verb to try to stop someone talking or writing 쑗 The government was accused of using the Official
Secrets Act as a means of gagging the
press.
gag rule / rul/ noun a rule in
the House of Representatives which
limits the time for debate. Also called
gag

gag rule

closed rule
gain /en/ noun 1. an increase 2. an
gain

increase in a share of the vote 쑗 The
latest poll shows a socialist gain of
2%. 3. a seat won in an election 쑗 The
Conservatives had 20 gains and 10
losses in the local elections. 쐽 verb 1.
to get or to obtain something 2. to win
a seat in an election 쑗 The Socialists
gained six seats on the council at the
expense of the Tories.
gainful /enf(ə)l/ adjective 왍 gainful employment employment which
pays money
gainfully employed /enf(ə)li
mplɔd/ adverb paid for the work
carried out
gallery /ləri/ noun the seats
above the House of Commons and
House of Lords, where the public and
journalists sit 왍 the Speaker ordered
gainful

the galleries to be cleared the Speaker asked for all visitors to leave
Gallup poll /ləp pəυl/ noun a
survey in which a group of people taken as a representative sample of a larger group are asked their opinions on a
specific subject
gaming
licence
/emŋ
las(ə)ns/ noun a document which allows someone to run a gambling club
gangway /ŋwe/ noun the space
between the benches running down
the middle of the House of Commons
왍 below the gangway further away
from the Speaker
garda /ɑdə/ noun a police officer
in the Republic of Ireland
Garda /ɑdə/ noun the police force
of the Republic of Ireland
gardaí plural of garda
GATT abbreviation General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
Gaullism /ɔlz(ə)m/ noun the nationalist and conservative policies of
General Charles de Gaulle, leader of
France after World War II, and his followers
gavel /v (ə)l/ noun a small wooden hammer used by the chairman of a
meeting to call the meeting to order 쑗
The chairman banged his gavel on the
table and shouted to the councillors to
be quiet.
Gallup poll

gaming licence

gangway

garda

Garda

gardaí

GATT

Gaullism

gavel

COMMENT:

In the American Senate, a
ceremonial gavel is placed on the
Vice-President’s desk when the Senate is in session.

gainfully employed

|

gallery

GCHQ abbreviation Government
GCHQ

Communications Headquarters

GDP abbreviation gross domestic
GDP

product
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General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade / den(ə)rəl ə rimənt
general amnesty

|

years, and a president can stand for
re-election once.

general instrument /den(ə)rəl

ɒn θrfs ən tred/ noun the international treaty which aimed to try to
reduce restrictions in trade between
countries. Abbr GATT (NOTE: Re-

general instrument

placed on 1st January 1995 by the
World Trade Organization (WTO).)
general amnesty / den(ə)rəl
mnəsti/ noun a pardon granted to

Generalitat

general amnesty

all prisoners or unconvicted criminals
General Assembly / den(ə)rəl ə
sembli/ noun the meeting of all the
members of the United Nations,
where each country is represented and
each has a vote
General Assembly

|

General Assembly of the United Nations / den(ə)rəl ə sembli
General Assembly of the United Nations

|

əv θi ju natd neʃ(ə)nz/ noun the
meeting of all the members of the
United Nations to discuss international problems, where each member state
has one vote
general election / den(ə)rəl 
lekʃən/ noun choosing a legislature
or executive by all the voters in a
country
|

general election

|

COMMENT: In Britain, a Parliament can
only last for a maximum of five years,
and a dissolution is usually called by
the Prime Minister before the end of
that period. The Lord Chancellor then
issues a writ for the election of MPs.
All British subjects (including Commonwealth and Irish citizens), are eligible to vote in British elections provided they are on the electoral register,
are over 18 years of age, are sane,
are not members of the House of
Lords and are not serving prison sentences for serious crime. In the USA,
members of the House of Representatives are elected for a two-year period. Senators are elected for six-year
terms, one third of the Senate being
elected every two years. The President of the USA is elected by an electoral college made up of people elected by voters in each of the states of
the USA. Each state elects the same
number of electors to the electoral college as it has Congressmen, plus two.
This guarantees that the college is
broadly representative of voters
across the country. The presidential
candidate with an overall majority in
the college is elected president. A
presidential term of office is four

nstrυmənt/ noun a form of Statutory Instrument which does not need approval by both Houses of Parliament
Generalitat noun the parliament in
Catalonia

General Purposes Committee
General Purposes Committee

/den(ə)rəl p#pəsz kə mti/ noun
|

a local council committee which deals
with matters which do not come under
any other committee
general strike / den(ə)rəl strak/
noun a strike involving all or most
workers in a country
Geneva Convention /d nivə
kənvenʃ(ə)n/ noun the international
treaty governing the behaviour of
countries relating to behaviour in time
of war
Geneva
Protocol /dnivə
prəυtəkɒl/ noun the international
agreement to limit the use of chemical
and biological weapons
genocide /denəυsad/ noun the
killing of an entire ethnic group
general strike

Geneva Convention

|

|

Geneva Protocol

|

genocide

Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod / dent(ə)lmən ʃə əv ðə blk
Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod

rɒd/ noun same as Black Rod

geopolitical / diəυpəltkəl / adgeopolitical

|

jective relating to political relations

between different
groups of countries

countries

and

/ diəυ pɒlətks/
noun the political relations between

geopolitics
geopolitics

|

different countries and groups of
countries
geostrategy /diəυ strtəd/
noun the policy of a country based on
a combination of geographical and political factors
gerontocracy
/ erəntɒkrəsi/
noun 1. a system of government in
which older people are chosen as rulers 2. a group of older people who
make up a government
gerrymander /derimndə/ verb
to change the boundaries of an electoral area in order to gain an unfair political advantage in an election
geostrategy

|

gerontocracy

|

gerrymander
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good neighbourliness

/derimndərŋ/ noun the reorgani-

glasnost /lznɒst/ noun openness in government or freedom of information (NOTE: The term was first

get out

used by president Gorbachev to describe the system he developed in
Russia after the fall of communism.)
global /ləυb(ə)l/ adjective refer-

gerrymandering
gerrymandering

glasnost

sation of parliamentary constituencies
or electoral districts to get an advantage in the next election
get out / et aυt/ verb to produce
something 쑗 The Royal Commission
got out the report in time for the meeting. 쑗 The party was late in getting out
its election manifesto.
get round / et raυnd/ verb 1. to
find the time to do something 쑗 hadn’t
got round to reading the report 2. to
avoid 쑗 We tried to get round the embargo by shipping from Canada. 쑗
Can you advise me how we can get
round the quota system?
GG abbreviation Governor General
ghetto /etəυ/ noun the area of a
town where many people of the same
ethnic group or background live, separately from the rest of the population
ginger group /dndə rup /
noun a group of people within a political party or organisation who try to
make the organisation more radical
give away / v əwe/ verb 1. to
give something as a free present 2. to
reveal a secret
give rise to / v raz tə/ verb to be
the cause of something 쑗 The decisions of the planning committee have
given rise to complaints from applicants.
give up / v p/ verb to agree that
someone else should have something
that was once yours 쑗 gave up their
claim to the land 쑗 give up sovereignty
give way / v we/ verb to allow
someone else to speak (NOTE: used
get round

GG

ghetto

ginger group

give away

|

give rise to

give up

give way

frequently in the House of Commons
when a Member wants to say something when someone else is speaking: Will the hon. Gentleman give
way? No, I will not give way or I will
give way shortly.)
Gladstone /ldstəυn/, W. E.
Gladstone

(1809–98) leader of the Liberal Party
after 1867 and four times prime minister (1868–74, 1880–85, 1886, and
1892–94). He introduced national education in Britain (1870).

global

ring to the whole world 왍 global conflict a world war
globalism /ləυbəlz(ə)m/ noun
the belief that political policies should
consider national concerns in the context of international situations and issues
gloss /lɒs/ verb words in a document used to explain it more fully or to
explain specific words
GNP abbreviation gross national
product
go-ahead /əυ ə hed / noun permission to begin to do something
go back on / əυ bk ɒn/ verb not
to do what has been promised 쑗 Two
months later they went back on the
agreement.
God Save the Queen / ɒd sev
ðə kwin/ noun the title of the British
national anthem
go into / əυ ntu/ verb 1. to enter
2. to examine carefully 쑗 The bank
wants to go into the details of the
council’s loans to the club. 쑗 The
fraud squad is going into the facts behind the property deals.
good cause / υd kɔz/ noun 1. a
group or charity which deserves to be
helped 쑗 The money collected by the
Mayor’s Christmas Fund will go to
good causes in the borough. 2. a reason which is accepted in law 쑗 The
court asked the accused to show good
cause why she should not be sent to
prison.
good faith / υd feθ/ noun general
honesty
good neighbour / υd nebə/
noun a country which has good relations with other countries near it
good neighbourliness / υd
nebəlinəs/ noun good relations beglobalism

gloss

GNP

go-ahead

|

go back on

God Save the Queen

go into

good cause

good faith

good neighbour

good neighbourliness
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goods

tween a country and those that are
near it
goods /υdz/ plural noun things that
are produced to be sold
good title / υd tat(ə)l/ noun the
legal right to own a property
go on / əυ ɒn/ verb 1. to continue
쑗 The staff went on working in spite of
the fire. 쑗 The chairman went on
speaking for two hours. 2. to use to
help find something or decide something 쑗 Two bank statements are all
the tax investigators have to go on. 쑗
The Foreign Office has only a report in
a Hong Kong newspaper to go on.
gov. abbreviation government
govern /v(ə)n/ verb 1. to rule a
country 쑗 The country is governed by
a group of military leaders. 쑗 The
Chief Minister governs in the name of
the Federal Government. 2. to control
something 쑗 the rules governing elections to the National Assembly 3. to
influence something 쑗 Their behaviour will govern our response.
governance /v(ə)nəns/ noun
the theory or activity of governing 쑗
The Bill is a threat to the governance
of Britain.
government /v(ə)nmənt/ noun
1. the way of ruling or controlling a
country 쑗 People want democratic
government. 쑗 The leader of the Opposition is promising to provide effective government. 2. an organisation
which administers a country or part of
a country 쑗 The government has decided to introduce new immigration
laws. 쑗 The Labour government introduced nationalisation. 쑗 Succeeding
governments have been unable to deal
with the rising crime rate. 3. coming
from the government or referring to
the government 쑗 government intervention or intervention by the government 쑗 a government ban on the import of arms 쑗 a government investigation into organised crime 쑗
Government officials prevented him
leaving the country. 쑗 Government
policy is outlined in the Green Paper.
쑗 Government regulations state that
goods

good title

go on

gov.

govern

governance

government
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import duty has to be paid on expensive items.
governmental / v(ə)nment(ə)l/
adjective relating to a government
governmentalise
/ v(ə)n
mentəlaz/ verb to put a sphere of activity under the control of a government
governmental

|

governmentalise

|

Government Chief Whip

Government

Chief

Whip

/v(ə)nmənt tʃif wp/ noun the

main whip of the party in power, who
reports to the Cabinet and whose job it
is to make sure that government bills
are passed by Parliament (NOTE: In the
House of commons the Government
Chief Whip’s official title is Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury
and in the House of Lords it is Captain of the Honourable Corps of Gentleman-at-Arms.)

government

contractor

government contractor

/ v(ə)nmənt kəntrktə/ noun a
|

company which supplies goods or
services to the government on contract

(NOTE: government can take a singular or plural verb: the government
have decided to repeal the Act; the
government feels it is not time to
make a statement. Note also that the
word Government is used, especially by officials, without the article:
Government has decided that the
plan will be turned down; the plan is
funded by central government.)

government economic indicators / v(ə)nmənt ikənɒmk
government economic indicators

ndketəz/ plural noun figures
which show how the country’s economy is expected to perform
government of national unity

government of national unity

/v(ə)nmənt
əv
nʃ(ə)nəl
junti/ noun a government formed
of a coalition of several parties, usually to deal with a specific emergency
such as a war
governor /v(ə)nə / noun 1. a person who governs a state or province 쑗
the governor of Uttar Pradesh 쑗 Ronald Reagan was Governor of California before becoming President. 2. a
person representing the Crown, e.g.
the official in charge of a colony 3. a
governor
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person in charge of a prison 쑗 a prison
governor 쑗 The prisoners applied to
the governor for parole. 4. a member
of a group responsible for controlling
a public institution such as a hospital
or school
Governor-General
/ v(ə)nə
den(ə)rəl/ noun a person representing the United Kingdom in a Commonwealth country which still has the
British Queen as head of state. 쒁 LieuGovernor-General

tenant-Governor
govt abbreviation government
graft /rɑft/ noun bribery of offigovt

graft

cials 쑗 He was accused of graft when
it was learnt that he had tried to bribe
the Planning Officer.

Grand
Grand National Assembly

National

Assembly

/ rnd nʃ(ə)nəl əsembli/ noun
|

the legislature in Turkey
grant /rɑnt / noun 1. the act of giving something to someone, permanently or temporarily, by a written
document 쑗 She made a grant of land
to her son. 2. money given by the government or local authority or other organisation to help pay for something 쑗
The institute has a government grant
to cover the cost of the development
programme. 쑗 The local authority has
allocated grants towards the costs of
the scheme. 쑗 Many charities give
grants for educational projects. 쐽 verb
to agree to give someone something or
to agree to allow someone to do something 쑗 to grant someone permission
to build a house or to leave the country
쑗 The local authority granted the company an interest-free loan to start up
the new factory. 쑗 She was granted
leave to appeal. 쑗 The government
granted an amnesty to all political
prisoners.
grant-aided / rɑmnt edd / adjective supported by funds from the
government 쑗 a grant-aided scheme
grantee /rɑnti/ noun a person
who receives money as a grant
grant-in-aid / rɑnt n ed/ noun
money given by central government to
local government to help pay for a
project
grant

grant-aided

grantee

|

grant-in-aid

Green Line

grantor /rɑntɔ / noun a person
grantor

|

who makes a grant of money

Grant-Related Expenditure Assessment / rɑnt r letd k
Grant-Related Expenditure Assessment

|

|

spendtʃə ə sesmənt/ noun the government calculation of what each local
authority needs to spend each year.
Abbr GREA
grass roots / rɑs ruts/ noun the
ordinary members of a political party
or of society in general 쑗 What is the
grass-roots reaction to the constitutional changes? 쑗 The party has considerable support at grass-roots level.
쑗 The Chairman has no grass-root
support.
grata 쏡 persona
GREA abbreviation Grant-Related
Expenditure Assessment
great / ret/ noun 왍 the great and
the good important public figures
Great Hural / ret hjυərəl/ noun
the legislative body in Mongolia
Great Power / ret paυə/ noun a
nation that has international political,
social, economic and usually military
influence
Great Seal / ret sil/ noun the
ceremonial seal, kept originally by the
Lord Chancellor, used for authenticating important public documents on
behalf of the Queen (NOTE: The use of
a seal to authenticate public documents dates back hundreds of years
but is now only used for reasons of
tradition and ceremony.)
green /rin/ adjective supporting or
promoting the protection of the environment 쐽 noun a supporter or advocate of protecting the environment, especially a member of a political party
concerned with environmental issues
green card / rin kɑd/ noun a
work permit needed by a foreigner in
the USA
greenie /rini/ noun a conservationist or environmentalist
Green Line / rin lan/ noun in
the state of Israel, the pre-1967 border
along the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip
|

grass roots

grata

GREA

great

Great Hural

Great Power

Great Seal

green

green card

greenie

Green Line
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Green Paper / rin pepə/ noun
Green Paper

in the United Kingdom or Canada, a
discussion document from the government on possible proposals for a new
law. Compare White Paper (NOTE: A
Green Paper is issued when plans
for legislation are at quite an early
stage and the government is open to
further suggestions. A White Paper
is issued generally when plans are
more fully developed and it may be
very close to the final Bill.)
Green Party /rin pɑti/, the
Greens /ðə rinz/ noun the political
Green Party

party existing in several countries,
which is concerned mainly with environmental and health issues
greymail /remel/ noun a threat
used by the defence in a spy trial to reveal national secrets unless the government drops the case against the defendant
grey vote /re vəυt/ noun older
people considered as a group that can
be influenced to vote in a specific way
쑗 The healthcare issue will affect the
grey vote.
Grit /rt/ noun, adjective in Canada,
a Liberal (informal)
gross domestic product / rəυs
də mestk prɒdkt/ noun the annual
value of goods sold and services paid
for inside a country. Abbr GDP
gross national product / rəυs
nʃ(ə)nəl prɒdkt/ noun the annual
value of goods and services in a country including income from other countries. Abbr GNP
grounds /raυndz/ noun the basic
reasons for believing something or for
doing something 쑗 She retired on medical grounds. 쑗 Does he have good
grounds for complaint? 쑗 There are no
grounds for thinking any misconduct
has occurred.
Group of Eight / rup əv et/
noun full form of G8
groupuscule /rupəskjul/ noun
a very small and extreme political
group
greymail

grey vote

Grit

gross domestic product

|

gross national product

grounds

Group of Eight

groupuscule
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/ ubənətɔriəl/
adjective relating to a governor, espe-

gubernatorial

gubernatorial

|

cially a governor of a US state
guerrilla /ərlə/, guerilla noun a
person or small group fighting an enemy often in a civil war, but not a member of an official army 쑗 After the defeat of the army, guerrilla groups
sprang up all over the country. 쑗
Guerrillas have attacked government
outposts in many parts of the North.
guest country / est kntri/ noun
a country invited to an international
meeting, without the right to vote
guidelines /adlanz/ plural noun
instructions or suggestions as to how
something should be done 쑗 The government has issued guidelines on increases in wages and prices. 쑗 The
National Union of Teachers has issued
guidelines to its members on dealing
with claims. 쑗 The Secretary of State
can issue guidelines for expenditure. 쑗
The minister said he was not laying
down guidelines for the spending of
money which was not earmarked for
special projects.
guillotine /lətin/ noun 1. a motion in the House of Commons to end
a debate on a clause of a Bill at an
agreed time and generally without allowing a full debate 2. the machine
formerly used in France for executing
criminals by cutting off their heads 쐽
verb 1. in the House of Commons, to
end a debate at an agreed time, and
generally without allowing a full debate to take place 2. to execute someone by cutting his or her head off with
a guillotine
gulag /ul/ noun the network of
political prisons and labour camps in
the former Soviet Union
Gulf States / lf stets/ noun 1.
the countries that border the Persian
Gulf and are producers of oil, i.e. Iran,
Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain,
Qatar, the United Arab Emirates and
Oman 2. the states of the southern
United States that border the Gulf of
Mexico, i.e. Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas
guerrilla

|

guest country

guidelines

guillotine

gulag

Gulf States
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gun amnesty /n

mnəsti/
noun an arrangement where any per-

gun amnesty

son having a gun illegally can hand the
gun in to the police without being
prosecuted for it
gunboat diplomacy / nbəυt d
pləυməsi/ noun the attempt to solve
international problems by force or by
threatening to use force. 쒁 diplomacy
Gunpowder Plot /n paυdə
plɒt/ noun a conspiracy by a group of
gunboat diplomacy

|

Gunpowder Plot

|

gynocracy

Roman Catholics, including Guy
Fawkes, to blow up Parliament in
1605
gynaecocracy / ankɒləkrəsi/
noun political control by women, or a
political system that gives power to
women
gynarchy /anɑki/ noun same as
gynaecocracy

|

gynarchy

gynaecocracy

/anɒkrəsi /
same as gynaecocracy

gynocracy
gynocracy

|

noun
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H
hack /hk/ noun 1. a journalist or
hack

writer, especially one who does routine work or work that is not very good
2. a political party member who works
for the party uncritically in a routine
job
Hail to the Chief / hel tə ðə tʃif/
noun the piece of military music
played to greet the President of the
United States
Hamas /hms/ noun a fundamentalist Islamic Palestinian organisation
engaged in resistance to Israel in the
Israeli-occupied territories
hamlet /hmlət / noun a small village
hammer and sickle /hmə ən
sk(ə)l/ noun a symbol of Soviet
Communism representing industrial
and agricultural workers, used on the
flag of the former Soviet Union
hand down / hnd daυn/ verb 1.
to pass something from one generation to another 쑗 The house has been
handed down from father to son since
the nineteenth century. 2. to deliver a
judgment or decision
hand over / hnd əυvə/ verb to
pass something to someone 쑗 She
handed over the documents to the lawyer.
Hansard /hnsɑd/ noun the official report of everything that is said
and done in the House of Commons
and the House of Lords
Hail to the Chief

Hamas

hamlet

hammer and sickle

hand down

hand over

Hansard

COMMENT: These reports were first
published by Luke Hansard in 1774
and are now published daily by the
Stationery Office. Each page is divided into two numbered columns, so a
reference to a particular speech in
Hansard could read: Vol.120, No.24,
22 July 1987, Col. 370.

Hansard reporter /hn sɑd r
Hansard reporter

|

|

pɔtə/ noun one of the people who
take notes of the debates in Parliament
for printing in Hansard
hard currency / hɑd krənsi/
noun the currency of a country which
has a strong economy and which can
be changed into other currencies
hardliner /hɑdlanə/ noun a person who is inflexible, especially over
policy 쑗 Hardliners in the Government are pushing the President to
refuse to talk to the rebel leader.
harmonisation
/ hɑməna
zeʃ(ə)n/, harmonization noun the
process of bringing a number of different rules or systems in different
countries into a position where they
are parallel or similar to one another 쑗
harmonisation of tax policies throughout the EU
harmonise /hɑmənaz/, harmonize verb to bring a number of different rules or systems in different countries into a position where they are
similar or parallel to one another
hawk / hɔk/ noun a person who believes in threatening or using armed
force as a means of settling problems
between countries. Compare dove
hawkish /hɔkʃ/ adjective favouring military force rather than diplomatic solutions to foreign policy issues 쑗 The agreement will not satisfy
the more hawkish members of the
Cabinet. Compare doveish
HE / atʃ i/ abbreviation His Excellency or Her Excellency
head /hed/ noun 1. the most important person 2. the most important or
main 쑗 head clerk 쑗 head porter 쑗
head salesman 쑗 head waiter 3. the
hard currency

hardliner

|

harmonisation

|

harmonise

hawk

hawkish

HE

head
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top part or first part 쑗 Write the name
of the company at the head of the list.
4. a person 쑗 Allow £10 per head for
expenses. 쑗 Factory inspectors cost on
average £25,000 per head per annum.
쐽 verb to be the manager or to be the
most important person 쑗 to head a department 쑗 She is heading a government delegation to China.
headed /hedd/ adjective having a
name and address printed at the top of
a piece of paper
headhunt /hedhnt/ verb to look
for suitable people and offer them jobs
in other companies
heading /hedŋ/ noun the title
printed at the beginning of a section of
a document
head of government / hed əv
v(ə)nmənt / noun the leader of a
country’s government. 쒁 Prime Minisheaded

headhunt

heading

head of government

ter

əv
prəυtəkɒl/ noun an official in an embassy who is concerned with relations
with the government of the country
where the embassy is and with other
embassies
head of state / hed əv stet/ noun
the official leader of a country, who in
some cases is also the head of the government, e.g. a king, queen or president
head of protocol

head

of

protocol

/ hed

head of state

COMMENT: A head of state may not
have much political power and may be
restricted to ceremonial duties such
as meeting ambassadors, laying
wreaths at national memorials, opening parliament, etc. The head of government is usually the effective ruler
of the country, except in countries
where the President is the executive
ruler, and the head of government is in
charge of the administration. In the
United Kingdom, the Queen is head of
state, and the Prime Minister is head
of government. In the United States,
the President is both head of state and
head of government.

headquarters /hedkwɔtəz/ plural
noun the main office of an organisation. Abbr HQ
heads of agreement / hedz əv ə
rimənt/ noun a draft agreement

heir apparent

containing the most important points
but not all the details

Health and Safety at Work Act
Health and Safety at Work Act

/ helθ ən sefti ət w#k kt/ noun

the Act of Parliament which regulates
what employers must do to make sure
that their workers are kept healthy and
safe at work
Health Canada / helθ knədə/
noun the Canadian government department that is responsible for protecting the health and safety of the
people of Canada
Health Canada

Health Service Commissioners / helθ s#vs kəmʃənəz/,
Health Service Commissioners

|

Health Service Ombudsmen noun

the officials who investigate complaints from the public about the National Health Service
hear /hə/ verb 왍 hear! hear! words
used in a meeting to show that you
agree with the person speaking
hearing /hərŋ/ noun 1. a case
which is being heard by a committee,
tribunal or court of law 쑗 The hearing
about the planning application lasted
ten days. 2. the opportunity of speaking to an official body about something 쑗 He asked to be given a hearing
by the full council so that he could
state his case.
heartland /hɑtlnd / noun 1. a
central area of a country or region that
has special economic, political, military or sentimental significance 2. an
area of a country where a particular
activity or opinion is common 쑗 the industrial heartland 쑗 The new party
has made advances into the Conservative heartlands.
heckle /hek(ə)l/ verb to shout remarks, insults or questions in order to
upset someone who is making a
speech
hegemony /heməni/ noun the
leadership by one strong state over a
group of other states, usually in the
same area
heir apparent / eər əprənt/
noun an heir whose inheritance cannot be altered by the birth of another
heir
hear

hearing

heartland

heckle

hegemony

|

headquarters

|

heir apparent

|

heads of agreement

|
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presumptive / eə pr
zmptv/ noun an heir whose inheritance will pass to another heir if one
is born whose entitlement is greater
helotism /hilətz(ə)m/ noun a political or social system in which one
group, class or country is systematically oppressed by another
hemicycle /hemi sak(ə)l/ noun a
meeting room with seats in the form of
a semicircle 쑗 MEPs meet in the hemicycle.
henceforth /hensfɔθ/ adverb
from this time on 쑗 Henceforth it will
be more difficult to avoid customs examinations.
henchman /hentʃmən/ noun
someone, especially a man, who is a
close supporter or associate of someone in an important position, often using strong methods to carry out their
wishes
henchwoman
/hentʃwυmən /
noun a woman who is a close supporter or associate of someone in an important position, often using strong
methods to carry out their wishes
heptarch /heptɑk/ noun one of the
seven rulers in a heptarchy
heptarchy /heptɑki/ noun 1. government by seven rulers or leaders 2. a
state governed by seven rulers, or a
state divided into seven parts, each
ruled by a different leader
here- /hə/ prefix this time or this
point
hereafter /hərɑftə / adverb from
this time or point on
hereby /həba/ adverb in this way
or by this letter 쑗 We hereby revoke the
agreement of January 1st 1982.
hereditament
/ herdtəmənt/
noun property which can be passed
from parents to their children
hereditary /həredt(ə)ri/ adjective
passed from one member of a family
to another
hereditary office /hə redt(ə)ri
ɒfs/ noun an official position which
is passed from one member of a family to another
heir

heir presumptive

|

helotism

hemicycle

|

henceforth

|

henchman

henchwoman

heptarch

heptarchy

here-

hereafter

|

hereby

|

hereditament

|

hereditary

|

hereditary office

|

herein / hərn / adverb in this document 쑗 the conditions stated herein 쑗
See the reference herein above.
hereinafter / hərnɑftə/ adverb
stated later in this document 쑗 the conditions hereinafter listed
hereof / hərɒv/ adverb of this
hereto / hətu/ adverb to this 쑗 according to the schedule of payments
attached hereto 왍 as witness hereto as
a witness of this fact
heretofore /hətə fɔ/ adverb previously or earlier
hereunder / hərndə/ adverb below this point in a document 쑗 See the
documents listed hereunder.
Her Majesty’s government / h#
mdəstiz v(ə)nmənt/ noun the
official title of the government of the
United Kingdom
Her Majesty’s pleasure / h#
mdəstiz pleə/ noun 왍 detention
or during Her Majesty’s pleasure
detention for an indefinite period, until the Home Secretary decides that a
prisoner can be released
herein

|

hereinafter

|

hereof

|

hereto

|

heretofore

|

hereunder

|

Her Majesty’s government

Her Majesty’s pleasure

Her Majesty’s Stationery Office
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office

noun the government department
which prints documents for all government departments and also publishes and sells books for the government. Abbr HMSO. Also called The
Stationery Office
/ hetərɒnə+əs/
adjective subject to laws and rules im-

heteronomous
heteronomous

|

posed by other people or institutions.
Compare autonomous
hierarchy /haərɑki/ noun the arrangement of an organisation in various ranks, with fewer and fewer people in the higher ranks 쑗 He started as
a local official and rapidly rose
through the ranks of the party hierarchy.
hierocracy / haərɒkrəsi/ noun 1.
government by clergy 2. a body of
clergy that rules a place or country
High Commission / ha kə
mʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. in a Commonwealth country, an embassy 쑗 the British High Commission in Ottawa or the
hierarchy

hierocracy

|

High Commission

|

GovtPol.fm Page 113 Tuesday, July 13, 2004 7:51 PM

113

UK High Commission in Ottawa 쑗
The High Commission staff were told
not to speak to journalists. 쑗 She is
joining the High Commission as an interpreter. 2. the office of a High Commissioner
High Commissioner / ha kə
mʃ(ə)nə/ noun a person who represents a Commonwealth country in another Commonwealth country, having
the same rank and the same duties as
an ambassador
High Court / ha kɔt/, High
Court of Justice / ha kɔt əv
dsts/ noun the main civil court in
England and Wales
High Court of Justiciary / ha
kɔt əv dstʃiəri/ noun the highest
criminal court of Scotland
high flyer / ha flaə/ noun 1. a person who is very successful or who is
likely to get a very important job 2. a
share whose market price is rising rapidly
high-level /ha lev(ə)l/ adjective
involving participation by people who
have important positions in their organisation or country 쑗 high-level
talks
highlight /halat/ verb to emphasise an important point 쑗 The report
highlighted weaknesses in the work of
the department. 쐽 noun the best part
of something 쑗 The speech of the Deputy Prime Minister was the highlight
of the Party Conference.
high-profile / ha prəυfal/ adjective in or intended to be noticeable to
the public, e.g. to attract attention,
support or business 쑗 a high-profile
politician 쑗 a high-profile public information campaign
High Sheriff / ha ʃerf/ noun the
senior representative appointed by the
Crown in a county
high treason / ha triz(ə)n/ noun
the formal way of referring to treason
highway /hawe/ noun a main road
Highway Code / hawe kəυd/
noun the rules which govern the behaviour of people and vehicles using
roads
High Commissioner

|

High Court

High Court of Justiciary

|

high flyer

high-level

highlight

high-profile

High Sheriff

high treason

highway

Highway Code

hold

Agency /hawez
edənsi/ noun an executive agency
of the Department of Transport that
operates, maintains and improves the
main roads in Britain
highways committee /hawez
kə mti / noun the committee of a local council with deals with roads and
paths
Highways Department /ha
wez d pɑtmənt/ noun the part of a
local council that looks after the main
roads
Hilary /hləri/ noun one of the four
law terms in a year
historic /hstɒrk / adjective 1. old
or having a long history 쑗 The council
is trying to redevelop the historic centre of the city. 쑗 The building is preserved as a historic monument. 2. important and likely to be remembered 쑗
The MP, opening the town’s first shopping precinct, said that it was a historic occasion.
HK abbreviation House of Keys
HL / etʃ el/ abbreviation House of
Lords
HMG abbreviation 1. Her Majesty’s
Government 2. His Majesty’s Government
HMS / etʃ em es/ abbreviation 1.
Her Majesty’s Service 2. His Majesty’s Service
HMSO abbreviation Her Majesty’s
Stationery Office
Hobbes, Thomas /hɒbz/ noun the
English philosopher (1588–1679)
whose Leviathan defended the right of
a ruler to use absolute power in order
to keep peace (NOTE: Hobbes said
that without government, life for people in a state of nature or anarchy
would be ‘nasty, solitary, brutish and
short’.)
hoc 쏡 ad hoc
hold /həυld/ verb 왍 to hold a seat (of
a party or candidate) to have a member elected for a constituency of the
same party as the previous member 쑗
Labour held the seat with an increased majority.
Highways
Highways Agency

highways committee

|

Highways Department

|

|

Hilary

historic

|

HK

HL

HMG

HMS

HMSO

Hobbes, Thomas

hoc

hold
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hold back / həυld bk/ verb to
hold back

wait or not to go forward
hold down / həυld daυn/ verb to
control strictly or to keep in check 쑗
The Government is trying to hold
down food prices. 쑗 The army has
been sent to hold down the rebel areas.
hold out / həυld aυt / verb 1. to offer 쑗 The negotiators held out the possibility of increased aid. 쑗 The chairman held out the possibility of rapid
promotion. 2. to remain in a place or
position, while being attacked 쑗 The
rebels are holding out in the government radio station.
hold over / həυld əυvə/ verb to put
back to a later date 쑗 Discussion of
item 4 was held over until the next
meeting.
holdover /həυldəυvə / noun someone who remains in a job or other position that has come under different
control 쑗 A holdover from the previous
administration at the Pentagon agency ordered the destruction of classified documents.
hold to /həυld tu/ verb to keep or
limit 왍 the government hopes to hold
wage increases to 5% the government hopes that wage increases will
not be more than 5%
hold up / həυld p/ verb 1. to show
or display 쑗 The agreement was held
up as an example of good management-worker relations. 2. to stay at a
high level 쑗 Share prices have held up
well. 쑗 Sales held up during the tourist
season. 3. to delay 쑗 The shipment has
been held up at the customs. 쑗 Payment will be held up until the contract
has been signed.
holiday /hɒlde/ noun a period
away from work. 쒁 bank holiday
home /həυm/ noun 1. a place where
a person lives 2. someone’s country of
origin, or the country where a company is based
homeland /həυmlnd/ noun 1. the
country where someone was born or
where they live and have a sense of belonging to 2. in South Africa under the
hold down

hold out

114

apartheid system, a partly self-governing region set aside for the Black population
homeland security /həυmlnd
skjυərti/ noun US safety and protection from terrorist attack of a country (NOTE: Following the terrorist athomeland security

|

tack of 11 September 2001, President Bush created a new executive
department, the Department of
Homeland Security.)
Home Office /həυm ɒfs/ noun
Home Office

the UK government ministry dealing
with crime, the police and prisons
COMMENT: In most countries the government department dealing with the
internal order of the country is called
the Ministry of the Interior, with a Minister of the Interior in charge.

hold over

holdover

hold to

hold up

holiday

home

homeland

home rule / həυm rul / noun the
home rule

right of an area of a country to rule itself after being governed by another
country
COMMENT: Home Rule was the aim of
Irish Nationalists between 1870 and
1920 when they were trying to achieve
independence for Ireland.

Home
Secretary
/ həυm
sekrət(ə)ri/ noun the minister of the
UK government in charge of the
Home Office, dealing with law and order, the police and prisons. Also called
Secretary of State for Home Affairs
hon. abbreviation honourable
honest broker / ɒnst brəυkə/
noun a person, group or country that
helps two sides to come together in a
dispute
honorary /ɒnərəri/ adjective not
paid a salary
honorary
consul
/ ɒnərəri
kɒnsəl/ noun a person who represents one country in a different country but is not paid a salary, and is not a
professional diplomat
honourable /ɒn(ə)rəb (ə)l/ noun
the title used when one MP addresses
another in the House of Commons 쑗
The hon. Member for London East
would do well to remember the conditions in her constituency. 쑗 Will my
hon. Friend give way? 쑗 The hon.
Home Secretary

hon.

honest broker

honorary

honorary consul

honourable
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Gentleman is perfectly entitled to ask
that question.
COMMENT: Various conventions are attached to the use of the word in Parliament. In general, MPs can refer to
each other as ‘the hon. Member for…’;
the Speaker will refer to all MPs as
‘hon. Members’. To distinguish MPs of
one’s own party from those on the other side of the House, an MP will say
‘my hon. Friend’. To distinguish between women and men MPs, you can
say ‘the hon. Lady’ or ‘the hon. Gentleman’. Lawyers may be addressed
as ‘hon. and learned’.

Honours List /ɒnəz lst/ noun a
Honours List

list of the people who have been or are
to be awarded honours such as a peerage or membership of a chivalric order
by the British monarch
hopper /hɒpə/ noun US a box
where bills are put after being introduced in the House of Representatives
horse-trading /hɔs tredŋ/
noun the negotiations between political parties or politicians or members
of a committee to obtain a general
agreement for something 쑗 After a period of horse-trading, the committee
agreed on the election of a member of
one of the smaller parties as Chairman.
hostile /hɒstal/ adjective not
friendly, or aggressive 쑗 The proposal
was given a hostile reception by the
main committee.
hostile act /hɒstal kt/ noun an
unfriendly action which suggests that
the country committing it is an enemy
쑗 We consider the violation of our air
space a hostile act.
hostilities /hɒstltiz/ plural noun
armed fighting 쑗 The president is trying to negotiate an end to hostilities in
the region.
hostility /hɒstlti/ noun an unfriendly attitude towards someone 쑗
Her proposal was greeted by the rest
of the committee with hostility. 쑗
Members of the public showed their
hostility by throwing eggs.
hot button /hɒt bt(ə)n/ noun
something that is known to be likely to
hopper

horse-trading

hostile

hostile act

hostilities

|

hostility

|

hot button

House of Commons

provoke a strong response, especially
among voters or consumers
hot pursuit / hɒt pəsjut/ noun in
international law, the right which is
sometimes claimed to chase a ship
into international waters or to chase
suspected criminals across an international border into another country
house /haυs/ noun 1. one of the two
chambers of a legislature, usually the
lower chamber 2. also House one of
the two parts of the UK Parliament, either the House of Commons or the
House of Lords 쑗 The minister
brought a matter to the attention of the
House. 3. one of the two chambers of
the United States Congress 쑗 The bill
was passed by both houses and sent to
the President for signature.
household /haυshəυld/ noun the
people living together in a house
householder /haυshəυldə/ noun
person who occupies a private house
House leader / haυz lidə/ noun
1. (in the UK) the Leader of the House,
a government minister and member of
the cabinet, who is responsible for the
administration of legislation in the
House of Commons or House of
Lords, and is the main government
spokesman in the House 2. (in the
USA) the chief of one of the political
parties in the House of Representatives
House of Assembly / haυs əv ə
sembli/ noun the legislative body in
Barbados, Dominica, Tasmania and
Zimbabwe
House of Chiefs / haυz əv tʃifs/
noun the upper consultative council in
Botswana
House of Commons / haυs əv
kɒmənz/ noun 1. the lower house of
the British Parliament, made up of 659
elected members 2. the lower house of
a legislature with two parts such as
that in Canada
hot pursuit

|

house

household

householder

House leader

House of Assembly

|

House of Chiefs

House of Commons

COMMENT:

Members of the House of
Commons (called MPs) are elected
for five years, which is the maximum
length of a Parliament. Bills can be
presented in either the House of Commons or House of Lords, and sent to
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House of Councillors
the other chamber for discussion and
amendment. All bills relating to revenue must be introduced in the House
of Commons, and most other bills are
introduced there also.

House of Councillors / haυz əv
House of Councillors

kaυnsləz/ noun the upper house of
the legislature in Japan
House of Keys / haυs əv kiz/
noun the lower house of the legislature of the Isle of Man
House of Lords / haυs əv lɔdz/
noun the non-elected upper house of
Parliament in the United Kingdom,
made up of life peers, some hereditary
peers and some bishops
House of Keys

House of Lords

COMMENT:

The composition of the
House of Lords was changed by the
House of Lords act 1999; hereditary
peers no longer sit there by right, although 92 remain, elected by their
own party or crossbench (non-party)
groups, or as Deputy Speakers, Committee Chairs, or to fill two hereditary
royal appointments, the Earl Marshal
and the Lord Great Chamberlain. The
House of Lords was for centuries the
highest court of appeal; now the only
appeal from the House of Lords is to
the European Court of Justice. Proposals for reform introduced in 2003–
4 will remove the ’law lords’ from the
House of Lords and create a new Supreme Court. This is being done to
make it quite clear that the judiciary is
independent from the other two
branches of government.

House
House of Representatives

of

Representatives

/ haυs əv reprzentətvz/ noun 1.
|

the lower house of the Congress of the
United States of America, made up of
435 elected members 2. the legislative
body in many countries, including Antigua, Australia, Colombia, Cyprus,
the Gambia, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan,
Nepal, New Zealand, the Philippines,
Trinidad and Tobago, Yemen
COMMENT:

The members of the House
of Representatives (called Congressmen or Congresswomen) are elected
for two years. All bills relating to revenue must originate in the House of
Representatives; otherwise bills can
be proposed in either the House or the
Senate and sent to the other chamber
for discussion and amendment.

House of the People / haυz əv ðə
House of the People

pip(ə)l/ noun same as Lok Sabha

116

House

Republican

House Republican Leader

Leader

/ haυz r pblkən lidə/ noun the
|

head of the Republican Party in the
House of Representatives
Houses of Parliament / haυzz
əv pɑləmənt/ 1. the building where
the British Parliament meets, containing the chambers of the House of
Commons and the House of Lords 2.
the British Parliament
housing /haυzŋ/ noun the supply
of houses or flats for people to live in
쑗 The council provides low-cost housing for families in the borough. 쑗 The
family lives in council housing.
housing association /haυzŋ ə
səυsieʃ(ə)n/ noun an organisation
subsidised by government, which provides cheap housing for people
housing department /haυzŋ d
pɑtmənt/ noun the department of a
local authority which deals with council houses and flats
housing list /haυzŋ lst/ noun the
list of people waiting to be placed in
council housing 쑗 They have been on
the housing list for three years.
Howard /haυəd /, John (b. 1939)
Australian prime minister (1996–)
Howard /haυəd/, Michael (b. 1941)
Elected as a Conservative to Parliament in 1982, he was Home Secretary
from 1993 to 1997 and became leader
of the Opposition in 2003
HP abbreviation Houses of Parliament
HQ abbreviation headquarters 쑗 The
party HQ was surrounded by demonstrators.
HR abbreviation House of Representatives
HSE abbreviation Health and Safety
Executive
HUD /hd/ abbreviation US Department of Housing and Urban Development
humanitarian aid /hju mn
teəriən ed/ noun help in the form of
essential basic food and medicines
sent to countries suffering from famine or other disasters
Houses of Parliament

housing

housing association

|

housing department

|

housing list

Howard

Howard

HP

HQ

HR

HSE

HUD

humanitarian aid

|

|
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humanitarian space /hju mn
humanitarian space

|

|

teəriən spes/ noun a neutral zone
occupied by international aid agencies
in a region which is at war
human rights / hjumən rats/
plural noun the rights of individual
men and women to basic freedoms
such as freedom of speech and freedom of association
Human Rights Act / hjumən
rats kt/ noun the Act of Parliament (1998) which incorporated the
European Convention on Human
Rights into British law
humble address / hmbəl ədres/
noun a formal communication from
one or both Houses of Parliament to
the Queen
Hundred Days / hndrəd dez/
plural noun the first 100 days of a new
administration in the USA, seen as a
test of that administration’s ability
human rights

Human Rights Act

humble address

|

Hundred Days

COMMENT: It was originally applied to
the first 100 days of president Roosevelt’s administration in 1933, and is
now applied to all new administrations.

hung /hŋ / adjective with no majorhung

ity 왍 hung council, hung parliament
a council or parliament in which no
single party has enough votes to form
a government
hunger march /hŋə mɑtʃ /
noun a march organised by unemhunger march

Hybrid Bill

ployed people to draw attention to
their problems
hunger strike /hŋə strak/
noun a refusal to eat over a period of
time as a form of protest, especially by
a prisoner
Hural /hjυərəl/ noun the legislative
body in Mongolia
hustings /hstŋz/ noun 왍 at the
hustings at a parliamentary election
hunger strike

Hural

hustings

COMMENT:

The hustings were formerly
the booths where votes were taken, or
the platform on which candidates
stood to speak, but now the phrase is
used simply to mean ‘at an election’.

Enquiry /htən ŋ
kwaəri/ noun a judicial enquiry
headed by Lord Justice Hutton in 2003
into the events surrounding the suicide
of a senior government scientist with
expertise on weapons of mass destruction in connection with the war with
Iraq (NOTE: Lord Hutton found that
the BBC had misreported government actions over the war with Iraq
and, to most people’s surprise, made
very few criticisms of the government.)
Hybrid Bill /habrd bl/ noun a
parliamentary bill with some provisions affecting the public domain and
others affecting private interests
Hutton Enquiry

Hutton

Hybrid Bill

|
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I
ICC abbreviation International CrimICC

inal Court
ICM / a si em/ abbreviation Intergovernmental Committee for Migrations
ID abbreviation identity or identification
ID card / a di kɑd/ noun same as
ICM

ID

ID card

identity card
idem /dem/ pronoun the same thing
idem

or the same person

|

illegal immigrant

|

ILO

immigrant

identic /adentk/ adjective referidentic

|

ring to diplomatic notes sent, or diplomatic action taken, by two or more
governments in exactly the same form
identity /adentti/ noun who
someone is
identity card /adentti kɑd/
noun a card carried by citizens of a
country or members of a group to
prove who they are
identity theft /adentti θeft/ noun
the stealing of personal information
that makes it possible to use someone’s bank account, credit card etc.
ideological / adiəlɒdk(ə)l/ adjective referring to ideology 쑗 The two
sections of the party have important
ideological differences.
ideologist, ideologue noun a person who follows a particular ideology
identity

|

identity card

|

identity theft

|

ideological

|

ideologist

(often disapproving)
ideology / adiɒlədi/ noun a set of
ideology

|

basic ideas about life and society, such
as religious or political opinions 쑗
Most political parties are based on
ideologies. 쑗 Marxist ideology states
that a classless society will be established.
IGC abbreviation Intergovernmental
Conference
IGC

ignore /nɔ/ verb to reject a bill of
indictment because there is not
enough evidence
illegal
immigrant
/ li (ə)l
mrənt/ noun a person who enters
a country to live permanently without
having the permission of the government to do so
ILO abbreviation International Labour Organisation
immigrant /mrənt/ noun a person who moves into a country to live
permanently
immigrate /mret/ verb to move
into a country to live permanently
immigration / mreʃ(ə)n/ noun
moving into a country to live permanently
Immigration Laws / mreʃ(ə)n
lɔz/ plural noun the legislation controlling the movement of people into a
country to live there
immunity /mjunti/ noun protection against arrest or prosecution 쐽 US
the protection of members of Congress against being sued for libel or
slander for statements made on the
floor of the House (NOTE: The UK
ignore

immigrate

immigration

|

Immigration Laws

|

immunity

|

term is privilege.)
COMMENT: Immunity from prosecution
is granted to magistrates, counsel and
witnesses as regards their statements
in judicial proceedings. Families and
servants of diplomats may be covered
by diplomatic immunity.

impartial /mpɑʃ(ə)l/ adjective not
impartial

|

biased towards one group or political
party or one side in a dispute or competition 쑗 to give someone a fair and
impartial hearing 쑗 A judgment must
be impartial.
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impartiality /m pɑʃilti/ noun
impartiality

|

|

the state of being impartial 쑗 The
newspapers doubted the impartiality
of the Ombudsman.
impartially /mpɑʃ(ə)li/ adverb
not showing any bias towards one
group or political party or one side in
a dispute or competition 쑗 ACAS has
to act impartially towards the two parties in the dispute.
impeach /mpitʃ / verb to charge a
head of state, minister or judge with
treason, bribery or with serious crimes
impeachment
/mpitʃmənt/
noun the charge of treason, bribery or
serious crimes brought against a head
of state, judge or minister (NOTE: Imimpartially

|

impeach

|

impeachment

|

peachments ended in Britain in the
late 18th century, but have continued
to be used occasionally under the
Constitution of USA. In 1999 impeachment proceedings against
President Clinton failed to gain sufficient support in the Senate.)
impending /mpendŋ/ adjective
impending

|

about to happen soon 쑗 The newspapers carried stories about the impending general election.
imperial /mpəriəl/ adjective referring to an empire 쑗 the power of imperial Rome
imperialism
/mpəriəlz(ə)m/
noun (disapproving) 1. the idea or
practice of having an empire formed
of colonies 2. the practice of controlling other countries as if they were
part of an empire
imperialist /mpəriəlst/ adjective
referring to imperialism 쐽 noun a person who is in favour of empires and
imperialism
imperialistic /mpiəriəlstk/ adjective referring to imperialism
imperial

|

imperialism

|

imperialist

|

imperialistic

|

COMMENT: Although imperialism is
used to refer to states which have or
had colonies such as Britain, France,
Belgium or the Netherlands, it is now
widely used to refer to states which
exert strong influence over other
states. This influence can be political,
military or commercial: cultural imperialism.

impunity

implicate /mplket/ verb to sugimplicate

gest or show that someone is involved
in something 쑗 Several ministers were
implicated in the arms-selling scandal.
import noun /mpɔt/ the bringing
of foreign goods into a country to be
sold 쑗 The import of firearms is forbidden. 쐽 verb /m pɔt/ to bring foreign goods into a country
import duty /mpɔt djuti/ noun
a tax on foreign goods brought into a
country. Also called customs duty
import levy /mpɔt levi/ noun a
tax on foreign goods brought into a
country, e.g. in the European Union a
tax on imports of farm produce from
outside the EU
import quota /mpɔt kwəυtə/
noun a fixed quantity of a particular
type of foreign goods which the government allows to be brought into the
country 쑗 The government has imposed a quota on the import of cars. 쑗
The quota on imported cars has been
lifted.
imports /mpɔts/ plural noun foreign goods brought into a country 쑗
All imports must be declared to the
customs.
impose /mpəυz/ verb to ask someone to pay a fine 쑗 to impose a tax on
bicycles 쑗 The court imposed a fine of
£100. 쑗 They tried to impose a ban on
smoking. 쑗 The government imposed a
special duty on oil. 쑗 The customs
have imposed a 10% tax increase on
electrical items.
imposition / mpəzʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the act of putting a tax on goods or
services 쑗 Council officials consider
having to attending all-night sittings
to be an imposition. 2. an unreasonable request
impound /mpaυnd/ verb to take
something and keep it, usually because something illegal has been done
쑗 The lorries were impounded by customs.
impunity /mpjunti/ noun freedom from threat of punishment
import

|

import duty

import levy

import quota

imports

impose

|

imposition

|

impound

|

impunity

|
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in abeyance / n əbeəns/ noun
in abeyance

|

being out of operation or use for a period 왍 this law is in abeyance this law
in not being enforced at the present
time
in absentia / n bsenʃə/ adverb
while someone is not present 쑗 The
former President was tried and sentenced to death in absentia.
inalienable /neliənəb(ə)l/ adjective which cannot be taken away or
given away or sold
inaugurate /nɔjυret/ verb to
mark the start of someone’s period of
office with a formal ceremony
inauguration / nɔjυreʃ(ə)n/
noun the formal act of confirming
someone in an official position, especially the President of the United
States, or a ceremony held for this purpose
in camera / n km(ə)rə/ adverb
in private or with no members of the
public present 쑗 The case was heard in
camera.
incitement /nsatmənt/ noun the
crime of encouraging, persuading or
advising someone to commit a crime 왍
incitement to racial hatred the offence of encouraging people to attack
others because of their race, by words,
actions or writing
inclusive /nklusv/ adjective not
excluding any group or section of society 쑗 inclusive of tax or not inclusive
of VAT 왍 the party conference runs
from the 12th to the 16th inclusive it
starts on the morning of the 12th and
ends on the evening of the 16th
inclusive language /n klusv
lŋwd/ noun language that
avoids careless discrimination against
some people because of gender, class,
ethnic group, etc. in the words and descriptions used
incomes policy /nkmz pɒlsi/
noun an economic policy that plans to
control inflation by keeping control of
wage levels
income tax /nkm tks/ noun a
tax, mainly on what someone is paid
in absentia

|

inalienable

|

inaugurate

|

inauguration

|

|

in camera

incitement

|

inclusive

|

inclusive language

|

incomes policy

income tax

incoming /nkmŋ/ adjective reincoming

cently elected or appointed 왍 the incoming government, the incoming
Minister the new government or the
Minister who has just been appointed
and is about to start working 쑗 The
chairman welcomed the incoming
committee. 쑗 The incoming cabinet
was sworn in at the Presidential palace.
incompetency /nkɒmpt(ə)nsi/
noun the state of not being legally able
to do something
incompetent /nkɒmpt (ə)nt/ adjective 1. unable to work well or to
perform some duty 쑗 The Finance
Minister is quite incompetent, but he
is the President’s brother-in-law. 쑗
The company has an incompetent
sales director. 2. not legally able to do
something 쑗 She is incompetent to
sign the contract.
incorporate /nkɔpəret/ verb 1.
to bring something in to form part of a
main group or to make a document
part of another document 쑗 Income
from the 1994 acquisition is incorporated into the accounts. 쑗 The list of
markets is incorporated into the main
contract. 2. to form a registered company 쑗 a company incorporated in the
USA 쑗 an incorporated company 쑗 J.
Doe Incorporated 3. to give legal status and the right to have a council to a
town
incorporation /n kɔpəreʃ(ə)n/
noun act of incorporating something
incumbency /nkmbənsi/ the situation of being the holder of an elected position
incumbency effect /nkmbənsi
 fekt/ noun the way in which people
who have already been elected to an
office tend to be re-elected for a further term
incumbent /nkmbənt/ adjective
holding an official position 쑗 the incumbent President 쐽 noun a person
who holds an official position 쑗 There
will be no changes in the governor’s
staff while the present incumbent is
still in office.
incompetency

|

incompetent

|

incorporate

|

incorporation

|

|

incumbency

|

incumbency effect

|

|

incumbent

|
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incursion /nk#ʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
raid or limited military attack on another country 2. entry into an area
where someone or something should
not be
indefeasible right / ndfizb(ə)l
rat/ noun a right which cannot be
taken or given away
indemnification
/n demnf
keʃən/ noun a promise of payment
for loss or damage
independence
/ ndpendəns/
noun 1. freedom from rule or control
or influence of others 쑗 The colony
struggled to achieve independence. 쑗
Britain granted her colonies independence in the years after the Second
World War. 쑗 An independence movement grew in the colony. 2. the time
when a country became independent
from another country 쑗 The ten years
since independence have seen many
changes.
Independence
Day
/ nd
pendəns de/ noun the day when a
country celebrates its independence,
e.g. July 4th in the USA
independent / ndpendənt/ adjective free or not controlled by anyone 쑗 The council has asked an independent consultant to report on the
housing department. 쑗 The country
has been independent since 1956.
incursion

|

indefeasible right

indemnification

|

|

independence

|

Independence Day

|

independent

|

Indian
Indian National Congress

National

Congress

/ndiən nʃ(ə)nəl kɒŋres/ noun

an Indian political party that led the
struggle for independence from the
British Empire and has dominated the
post-independence government
Indian Subcontinent / ndiən
sbkɒntnənt/ noun India, Pakistan
and Bangladesh
individual / ndvduəl/ noun a
single person 쑗 He was approached by
two individuals on a constituency matter. 쐽 adjective referring to a single
person or thing 쑗 The records are kept
in individual files.
individualism
/ nd
vduəlz(ə)m/ noun the political
theory which places most importance
on the rights of each person and tries
Indian Subcontinent

|

individual

|

individualism

|

informal vote

to free each person from too much social control and restriction
industrial /n dstriəl/ adjective relating to work
industrial development /n
dstriəl dveləpmənt/ noun the
planning and building of new industries in special areas
industrial processes /n dstriəl
prəυsesz/ plural noun the methods
and systems involved in making products in factories
Industrial
Revolution
/n
dstriəl revəluʃ(ə)n/ noun the period in the late 18th and early 19th
centuries when industry began to develop
infiltrate /nfltret/ verb to enter
an organisation secretly, without the
officials knowing 쑗 The club has been
infiltrated by right-wing agitators.
inflation /nfleʃ(ə)n/ noun the situation where prices rise to keep up
with increased money available to buy
goods
influence /nfluəns/ noun the effect on someone or something 쑗 They
said the president was acting under
the influence of the Ambassador. 쑗 The
decision of the court was not influenced by the speech of the Prime Minister. 쑗 We are suffering from the influence of a high exchange rate. 쐽 verb to
have an effect on someone or something 쑗 The House was influenced in
its decision by the gravity of the financial crisis. 쑗 The price of oil has influenced the price of industrial goods. 쑗
He was accused of trying to influence
the Select Committee.
influence peddling /nfluəns
pedlŋ/ noun offering to use your influence, especially political power, for
payment, to help a person or group
achieve something
influential / nfluenʃəl/ noun having the power to influence someone or
something 쑗 He is the chairman of the
influential Foreign Affairs Committee.
informal vote /nfɔm(ə)l vəυt/
noun a ballot paper which is not filled
industrial

|

industrial development

|

|

industrial processes

|

Industrial Revolution

|

|

infiltrate

inflation

|

influence

influence peddling

influential

|

informal vote

|
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in or is incorrectly filled in and is
therefore declared invalid
information / nfəmeʃ(ə)n/ noun
details or facts about something or
somebody
information
office
/ nfə
meʃ(ə)n ɒfs/ noun an office where
someone can answer questions from
the public
infringe /nfrnd/ verb to break a
law or a right
inhabitant /nhbt(ə)nt/ noun a
person who lives in a building or town
or country 쑗 Spain has 39 million inhabitants.
initiative /nʃətv/ noun 1. a decision to start doing something 쑗 The
president took the initiative in asking
the rebel leader to come for a meeting.
쑗 The minister has proposed several
initiatives to try to restart the deadlocked negotiations. 2. (in Switzerland and the USA) a move by a group
of citizens to propose that something
should be decided by a referendum
injunction /ndŋkʃ(ə)n/ noun a
court order telling someone to stop
doing something or not to do something 쑗 He got an injunction preventing the company from selling his car. 쑗
The council applied for an injunction
to stop the developer from continuing
with the demolition.
injustice /ndsts/ noun a lack of
justice 쑗 She complained about the injustice of the system.
Inkatha noun a Zulu political party
that was founded in South Africa in
1975
INLA abbreviation Irish National
Liberation Army
inland /nlənd/ adjective inside a
country 왍 inland freight charges
charges for carrying goods from one
part of the country to another
Inland
Revenue
/ nlənd
revənju/ noun the department of the
British government dealing with tax 쑗
to make a declaration to the Inland
Revenue
information

|

information office

|

infringe

|

inhabitant

|

initiative

|

injunction

|

injustice

|

Inkatha

INLA

inland

Inland Revenue

Inland Revenue Department
Inland Revenue Department

/ nlnd

revə nju
|

d pɑtmənt/
|

noun in New Zealand, the government
department responsible for the collection and administration of taxes. Abbr
IRD

inner cabinet / nə kbnət/ noun
inner cabinet

an informal group of the most important members of the Cabinet, who under some Prime Ministers may meet
with the Prime Minister and decide
policy away from the rest of the Cabinet
inner city / nə sti/ noun the central part of a large urban area, often an
area of poverty, poor housing and other social problems
input tax /npυt tks/ noun VAT
paid on goods or services bought
inquire /n kwaə/, enquire /ŋ
kwaə/ verb to ask questions about
something 쑗 He inquired if anything
was wrong. 쑗 She inquired about the
rate of inflation in other European
countries. 쑗 The commission is inquiring into corruption in the customs
service.
inquiry /nkwaəri/, enquiry /n
kwari/ noun an official investigation
쑗 There has been a government inquiry into the loss of the secret documents.
inquorate /nkwɔret/ adjective
without the required number of people
to hold or carry on a meeting 쑗 The
meeting was declared inquorate and
had to be abandoned.
in-service training / n s#vs
trenŋ/ noun training offered by an
employer to his or her staff 쑗 The report suggested increasing in-service
training facilities in the department.
Abbr INSET
inspector /n spektə/ noun 1. an
official whose job is to check that a
particular activity or situation is follows approved standards 왍 inspector
of taxes, tax inspector an official of
the Inland Revenue who examines tax
returns and decides how much tax
each person should pay 2. a British
police officer of a rank above sergeant
inspectorate /nspekt(ə)rət/ noun
a group of inspectors with the same
inner city

input tax

inquire

|

|

inquiry

|

|

inquorate

|

in-service training

inspector

|

inspectorate

|
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area of responsibility 왍 the school inspectorate all local or national inspectors of schools
institute /nsttjut/ noun 1. an official organisation 2. the title of a professional organisation 쑗 The Royal Institute of British Architects. 쐽 verb to
start something 쑗 to institute proceedings against someone
institution / nst tjuʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. an organisation or society set up for
a particular purpose 2. a building for a
special purpose
institutionalised
/ nst
tjuʃ(ə)nəlazd/, institutionalized
adjective 1. unable to live independently after having been in prison, hospital or other institution for a long
time 2. happening so often that it is
considered to be normal even though
wrong or harmful 쑗 The office of US
President has become institutionalised.
instrument /nstrυmənt/ noun 1. a
tool or piece of equipment 2. a legal
document
instrumentality
/ nstrυmen
tlti/ noun in the United States, a
subsidiary branch of a department or
agency
insular /nsjυlə/ adjective 1. referring to islands 2. not interested in anything outside one’s immediate surroundings
insularity / nsjυ lrti/ noun indifference to anything outside one’s immediate surroundings
insurable /nʃυərəb(ə)l/ adjective
possible to insure
insurance /nʃυərəns/ noun the
business of insuring
insurgency /ns#dənsi/ noun a
state where many groups fight to try to
bring down a government over a long
period of time
insurgent /ns#dənt/ noun a person who fights to bring down a government by force 쑗 The army tried to
capture the leaders of the insurgents.
insurrection / nsərekʃən/ noun
an armed attempt to overthrow a govinstitute

institution

|

institutionalised

|

instrument

instrumentality

|

insular

insularity

|

insurable

|

insurance

|

insurgency

|

insurgent

|

insurrection

|

interest group

ernment 쑗 The insurrection lasted two
weeks.
insurrectionist / nsərekʃənst/
noun a person who takes part in an
armed attempt to overthrow a government
integrationist / ntreʃ(ə)nst/
noun someone who works to promote
or maintain integration 쐽 adjective
promoting or maintaining integration
intelligence /nteldəns / noun
secret information
intelligence service /nteldəns
s#vs/ noun the government department which tries to discover other
countries’ secrets
inter- /ntə/ prefix between
inter alia / ntə eliə / Latin phrase
meaning ‘among other things’
intercameral / ntəkmərəl/ adjective between the two chambers of a
bicameral legislature
intercontinental
/ ntəkɒnt
nent(ə)l/ adjective between continents
interdependent / ntədpendənt/
adjective dependent on each other 쑗
Great Britain and the EU are economically interdependent.
interest /ntrəst/ noun 1. special
attention 쑗 The managing director
takes no interest in the staff club. 쑗 The
government has shown a lot of interest
in the scheme. 2. the payment made by
a borrower for the use of money, calculated as a percentage of the capital
borrowed 쑗 The bank pays 10% interest on deposits. 3. money paid as income on investments or loans 쑗 to receive interest at 5% 쑗 the loan pays
5% interest 쑗 deposit which yields or
gives or produces or bears 5% interest
쑗 account which earns interest at 10%
or which earns 10% interest 4. the percentage to be paid for borrowing 5. the
right or title to a property or money invested in a company or financial share
in, and part control over, a company
interest group /ntrəst rup/
noun a group of people who work together for a specific reason, often by
putting pressure on the government
insurrectionist

|

integrationist

|

intelligence

|

intelligence service

|

inter-

inter alia

intercameral

|

intercontinental

|

interdependent

|

interest

interest group
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interfere / ntəfə/ verb to get involved or to try to change something
which is not your concern
intergovernmental / ntə v(ə)n
ment(ə)l/ adjective between governments 왍 intergovernmental communications messages passed from one
government to another
interfere

|

intergovernmental

|

|

Intergovernmental Conference

Intergovernmental Conference
/ ntəv(ə)nment(ə)l kɒnf(ə)rəns/
noun 1. a meeting for discussion in
which many countries take part 2. a

special meeting of all the heads of the
governments of the European Union,
held every few years to make important decisions on the future development of the EU 왘 abbr IGC
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change / ntəv (ə)n
|

|

ment(ə)l pn(ə)l ɒn klamət
tʃend/ noun an international body
set up in 1988 to assess information
relating to climate change caused by
human activities. Abbr IPCC
interim /ntərm/ adjective serving
temporarily until a permanent replacement can be elected or appointed
Interior /n təriə/ adjective relating
to the internal affairs of a country, especially as opposed to its foreign relations
internal /nt#n(ə)l/ adjective referring to the inside 왍 an internal memo
a memo from one department in an organisation to another 왍 internal affairs of a country the way in which a
country deals with its own citizens 쑗 It
is not usual for one country to criticise
the internal affairs of another.
Internal Revenue Service /n
t#n(ə)l revənju s#vs/ noun the
department of the US government
dealing with income tax. Abbr IRS
(NOTE: The UK equivalent is the Inland Revenue.)
international / ntənʃ(ə)nəl/ adjective involving two or more countries
International
/ ntənʃ(ə)nəl/
noun any of four international Socialist, Communist, or Anarchist organiinterim

Interior

|

internal

|

Internal Revenue Service

|

sations formed in 1864, 1889, 1919,
and 1938 respectively
International Court of Justice

International Court of Justice

/ ntənʃ(ə)nəl kɔt əv dsts/
noun the court of the United Nations,

which is in The Hague, Netherlands
International Criminal Court

International Criminal Court

/ ntənʃ(ə)nəl krmn(ə)l kɔt/
noun the court set up by the United
|

Nations to deal with war crimes and
crimes against humanity committed
by political leaders and those engaged
in warfare. Abbr ICC
International Development Association

International Development Association
/ ntə nʃ(ə)nəl
d
|

|

veləpmənt ə səυsieʃ(ə)n/ noun a
specialised agency of the United Nations that provides credit to nations on
less strict terms than the World Bank.
Abbr IDA
Internationale / ntə nʃ(ə)nɑl/
noun the song used as an anthem by
Socialists and Communists
|

Internationale

|

|

International Finance Corporation

International Finance Corporation
/ ntənʃ(ə)nəl
fanns

kɔpəreʃ(ə)n/ noun a specialised
agency of the United Nations that is
affiliated with the World Bank and
promotes private enterprise in developing nations by providing risk capital. Abbr IFC
internationalise
/ ntə
nʃ(ə)nəlaz/ verb to place something under the protection or control
of several countries instead of one
country
internationalism
/ ntə
nʃ(ə)nəlz(ə)m/ noun the idea that
different countries should try to work
together more closely
internationalist
/ ntə
nʃ(ə)nəlst/ noun someone who
supports greater cooperation between
countries 쐽 adjective favouring greater cooperation between countries
internationalise

|

internationalism

|

internationalist

|

international

|

International

|

International Labour Organisation

International Labour Organisation / ntənʃ(ə)nəl lebə/ noun
|

the organisation set up by the United
Nations which tries to improve working conditions and workers’ pay in
member countries. Abbr ILO
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international law / ntənʃ(ə)nəl
lɔ/ noun the laws governing relations
between countries
international law

International Monetary Fund
International Monetary Fund

/ ntənʃ(ə)nəl mnt(ə)ri fnd/
noun an organisation of the United
|

Nations, which is a type of bank that
helps member states in financial difficulties, gives financial advice to members and encourages world trade. Abbr

international

politics

diplomatic and political interaction
between the governments of different
countries
international relations / ntə
nʃ(ə)nəl rleʃ(ə)nz/ plural noun
political activities undertaken between two or more countries 쐽 noun
the branch of political science that
studies relations between different
countries
international relations

|

|

International Telecommunication Union noun a specialised agenInternational Telecommunication Union

cy of the United Nations that promotes
international cooperation in telecommunications and allots radio frequencies for various purposes. Abbr ITU
internuncial / ntənnsiəl/ adjective relating to an internuncio of the
Roman Catholic Church
internuncio / ntənnsiəυ/ noun a
diplomatic representative of the pope
of a rank below a nuncio
interpellate /nt#pəlet/ verb to
interrupt a parliamentary debate by
asking a question on an aspect of government policy
Interpol /ntəpɒl/ noun an international police organisation through
which the member countries co-operate in solving crimes 쑗 They warned
Interpol that the man was thought to
have gone to France or Spain.
interpret /nt#prt/ verb 1. to say
what you think something such as a
document, law or decision means 쑗
The chairman asked the Chief Executive to interpret the clause in the White
Paper. 2. to translate what someone
has said into another language 쑗 My
|

internuncio

|

interpellate

|

Interpol

interpret

|

interpretation

|

|

|

/ ntənʃ(ə)nəl pɒltks/ noun the

internuncial

assistant knows Spanish, so she will
interpret for us.
interpretation /n t#prteʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. what someone thinks is the
meaning of something such as a document, law or decision 2. a translation
of what has been said in one language
into another
Interpretation Act /n t#pr
teʃ(ə)n kt/ noun an Act of Parliament which rules how words used in
other Acts of Parliament are to be understood
interpreter /nt#prtə/ noun a person who translates what someone has
said into another language 쑗 My assistant will act as interpreter. 쑗 The
witness could not speak English and
the court had to appoint an interpreter.
interregnum / ntərenəm/ noun
the period between the end of the
reign of one king or ruler and the beginning of the next
interrupt / ntərpt/ verb to try to
speak or to shout when someone else
is talking
Interpretation Act

IMF
international politics

interventionism

|

interpreter

|

interregnum

|

interrupt

|

COMMENT:

In the House of Commons,
an MP is allowed to interrupt another
MP only if he wants to ask the member who is speaking to explain something or to raise a point of order.

controls / ntəstet
kəntrəυlz/ noun restrictions on trade
or the movement of people between
one state and another
intervener / ntəvinə/ noun a person who gets involved in an action to
which he or she was not originally a
party
intervention / ntəvenʃən/ noun
1. acting to make a change 쑗 the government’s intervention in the foreign
exchange markets 쑗 the central bank’s
intervention in the banking crisis 쑗 the
Association’s intervention in the labour dispute 2. an act of interfering in
another country’s affairs 쑗 The Minister of Foreign Affairs said the President’s remarks were an intervention in
the domestic affairs of his country.
interventionism
/ ntə
venʃənz(ə)m/ noun political interinterstate
interstate controls

|

intervener

|

intervention

|

interventionism

|

GovtPol.fm Page 126 Tuesday, July 13, 2004 7:51 PM

intitule

126

ference or military involvement by
one country in the affairs of another
intitule verb to give a title to an Act
of Parliament
intolerant /ntɒlərənt/ adjective
refusing to accept that other people
can have different opinions or ways of
doing things 쑗 Extremist political parties tend to be very intolerant.
intranational
/ ntrənʃ(ə)nəl/
adjective existing or occurring within
the boundaries of a single nation
intransigent /ntrnsdənt/ adjective refusing to change or discuss
compromise
intra vires / ntrə variz/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘within the legal
powers’ 쑗 The minister’s action was
ruled to be intra vires. Compare ultra
intitule

intolerant

|

intranational

|

intransigent

|

intra vires

vires

introduce / ntrədjus/ verb to
present something or to put something
forward 쑗 He is introducing a Bill in
Parliament to prevent the sale of
drugs. 쑗 The department has introduced some new evidence to the Committee. 쑗 The education department
has decided to introduce vegetarian
meals in schools.
introduction / ntrədkʃən/ noun
an act of presenting something or
putting something forward 쑗 the introduction of new evidence into the case
왍 introduction of a Bill putting forward a Bill for discussion in Parliament
invade /nved/ verb 1. to attack
and enter another country 2. to enter
somewhere in large numbers or in a
way that causes problems 쑗 Corruption had invaded every area of public
life. 왍 to invade someone’s privacy to
prevent someone from doing what
they want to do without being watched
or interrupted by someone else 쑗 The
press even invaded their privacy on
family holidays.
invalidate /nvldet/ verb 1. to
make something legally or officially
unacceptable 쑗 Because the company
has been taken over, the contract has
been invalidated. 2. to show that
introduce

|

introduction

|

invade

|

invalidate

|

something previously said or done is
wrong 쑗 The recent findings invalidate
the earlier study.
invalidation /n vldeʃən/ noun
an act of making something legally or
officially unacceptable
invalidity / nvəldti/ noun 1. the
fact of being legally or officially unacceptable 쑗 the invalidity of the contract 2. the condition of being ill and
unable to work
invasion /nve(ə)n/ noun an act
of attacking and entering the territory
of another country
ipso facto / psəυ fktəυ/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘by this very fact’ or
‘the fact itself shows’ 쑗 The writing of
the letter was ipso facto an admission
that the Minister knew of the case. 쑗
He was chairman of the committee at
the time of the investigation and ipso
facto was seen to be under suspicion.
IRA /arə/ noun an organisation of
Irish nationalists who originally
fought for an independent Ireland and
who still want to achieve the unity of
the island of Ireland. Full form Irish
invalidation

|

|

invalidity

|

invasion

|

ipso facto

IRA

Republican Army

IRD abbreviation Inland Revenue
IRD

Department

Irish Republican Army /arʃ r
Irish Republican Army

|

pblkən ɑmi/ noun full form of
IRA
IRO abbreviation 1. International
Refugee Organization 2. international
relief organization
Iron Curtain /aən k#t(ə)n/ noun
the imaginary barrier created by the
policy of isolation which prevented
freedom of travel and communication
between Western and Eastern Europe
during the Cold War
iron triangle /aən traŋəl /
noun US the close connection between interest groups, executive departments and Congressional committees in making policy
irredenta / rdentə/ noun a territory that was formerly part of one country but is now ruled by another and is
subject to claims that it should be returned to its former country
IRO

Iron Curtain

iron triangle

irredenta

|
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irredentism / rdentz(ə)m/ noun
irredentism

|

the policy of trying to get back a region which has been lost to another
country, or trying to take over a region
which is felt to belong to the country
because of similar language or culture
irredentist / rdentst/ noun a
supporter of irredentism 쑗 The meeting was disrupted by Albanian irredentists.
irregularity / rejυlrti/ noun
something which does not conform to
the rules
irresponsibility / rspɒnsəblti/
noun a failure to act in a responsible
way
IRS abbreviation Internal Revenue
Service
Islamic Jihad /z lmk dhd/
noun an Islamic fundamentalist organisation that wants to create an Islamic Palestinian state by armed opposition to Israel and opposes proWestern Arab governments
isolation / asəleʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the situation of a country which is not
allied to other countries 2. the situation of being alone or kept apart from
other people
irredentist

|

irregularity

|

|

irresponsibility

|

IRS

Islamic Jihad

|

isolation

|

|

item

isolationism / asəleʃ(ə)nz(ə)m/
isolationism

|

noun the political policy of a country

refusing to make alliances with other
countries
isolationist / asəleʃ(ə)nst/ noun
a person who believes that his or her
country should not make alliances
with other countries
issue /ʃu/ noun 1. the subject of a
dispute or discussion 쑗 The speaker
was told to deal with the issue being
discussed. 쑗 The sale of the site raises
a completely new issue. 2. an occasion
of making new shares available 쐽 verb
to announce something or make something available officially 쑗 to issue a
writ against someone 쑗 The chairman’s office issued a statement. 쑗 The
council was forced to issue a denial. 쑗
The government issued a report on
London’s traffic. 쑗 The Secretary of
State issued guidelines for expenditure. 쑗 The Minister issued writs for libel in connection with allegations
made in a Sunday newspaper.
item /atəm/ noun 1. something for
sale 2. a piece of information 3. a matter for discussion 왍 we will now take
item four on the agenda we will now
discuss the fourth subject listed on the
agenda
isolationist

|

issue

item
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Janata Dal noun an Indian political
Janata Dal

party founded in India
noun the American politician and
writer (1743–1826) who wrote the
Declaration of Independence and had
a considerable influence on the American Constitution (NOTE: Jefferson
was a democrat who wanted an educated population and believed that
government ought to be limited by a
system of checks and balances.)
Jerga /d#ə/ 쏡 Loya Jerga
Jim Crow / dm krəυ/ noun disJerga

Jim Crow

crimination against Black people, especially by public segregation
jingoism /dŋəυz(ə)m/ noun
extreme patriotism
Job Centre /dɒb sentə/ noun the
government office which lists and
helps to fill jobs
job creation scheme / dɒb kri
eʃ(ə)n skim/ noun a governmentbacked plan to encourage new work
for the unemployed
John Birch Society / dɒn b#tʃ
sə saəti/ noun a right-wing political
organisation formed in the United
States to fight Communism
join /dɔn/ verb 1. to put things together 쑗 The appendix is joined to the
report. 2. to become part of something
쑗 They joined the Labour Party.
joint /dɔnt/ adjective 1. with two
or more organisations or people linked
together 2. one of two or more people
who work together or who are linked
쑗 joint managing director 쑗 joint owner 쑗 joint signatory
joint and several / dɔnt ən
sev(ə)rəl/ adjective as a group together and also separately
jingoism

Job Centre

job creation scheme

|

|

join

joint

joint and several

joint commission of inquiry

/ dɔnt kə mʃ(ə)n əv nkwaəri/
noun a committee set up to look into
|

Jefferson, Thomas /defəsən/
Jefferson, Thomas

John Birch Society

joint commission of inquiry

|

something with representatives of various organisations on it
joint committee / dɔnt kəmti/
noun 1. a committee formed of equal
numbers of members of the House of
Commons and House of Lords 2. US
a committee with members of both
House of Representatives and Senate,
usually set up to investigate a serious
problem
joint resolution / dɔnt rezə
luʃ(ə)n/ noun US a motion passed
by both the House of Representatives
and the Senate
journal /d#n(ə)l/ noun 1. a diary
or record of something which happens
each day 쑗 The chairman kept a journal during the negotiations. 2. an official record of the proceedings of a legislature such as the House of Commons, House of Lords, House of
Representatives or Senate 쑗 the Official Journal of the European Union
journalist /d#n(ə)lst/ noun
someone who writes articles for a
newspaper, or reports for TV or radio
쑗 The council chairman asked the
journalists to leave the committee
room.
JP abbreviation Justice of the Peace
joint committee

|

joint resolution

|

journal

journalist

JP

(NOTE: The plural is JPs.)
judge /dd/ noun an official of the
judge

judicial branch who presides over a
law court, and in civil cases decides
which party is in the right 쑗 a County
Court judge 쑗 a judge in the Divorce
Court 쑗 The judge sent him to prison
for embezzlement.
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2003–4 are likely replace the law
lords with a Supreme Court)

COMMENT: At present the appointment
of judges is the work of the Lord Chancellor and Prime Minister. Under reforms announced in 2003–4, all judges will be appointed by an Independent
Judicial
Appointments
Commission. The minimum requirement is that one should be a barrister
or solicitor of ten years’ standing. The
majority of judges are barristers, but
they cannot practise as barristers. The
appointment of judges is not a political
appointment, and judges remain in office unless they are found guilty of
gross misconduct. In the USA, state
judges can be appointed by the state
governor or can be elected; in the
Federal courts and the Supreme
Court, judges are appointed by the
President, but the appointment has to
be approved by Congress.

Judge

Judicial Committee of the Privy Council

Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council /du dʃ(ə)l kə
|

|

|

judiciary

|

/ dd dvəkət den(ə)rəl/ noun

a lawyer employed by the state to advise on all legal matters concerning
the Army

Judge Advocate of the Fleet
Judge Advocate of the Fleet

/ dd dvəkət əv ðə flit/ noun a

lawyer employed by the state to advise
on all legal matters concerning the
Royal Navy
judgement /ddmənt/, judgment noun 1. the ability to make a
good decision 쑗 The officer was criticised for showing lack of judgement. 쑗
The Minister’s judgement is at fault.
2. a legal decision or an official decision of a court
Judges’ Rules / ddz rulz /
plural noun an informal set of rules
governing how the police may question someone suspected of a crime
judicature /dudkətʃə / noun
judges and the justice system as a
whole
judgement

Judges’ Rules

judicature

judice 쏡 sub judice
judicial /dudʃ(ə)l/ adjective rejudice

judicial

|

lating to judges and the justice system
Judicial Branch /dudʃ(ə)l
brɑntʃ/ noun same as judiciary

junior minister

junta

jurisdiction

|

jury

jury service

Judicial Branch

|

Judicial Committee of the
House of Lords /du dʃ(ə)l kə
Judicial Committee of the House of Lords

|

|

mti əv ðə prvi kaυns(ə)l/ noun
the appeal court for appeals from
some Commonwealth countries and
colonies
judicial review /du dʃ(ə)l r
vju/ noun, noun an examination of a
case a second time by a higher court
because a lower court has acted
wrongly 쐽 noun an examination by a
court of administrative or legislative
decisions taken by an authority or
government
judiciary /dυdʃəri/ noun the
branch of government concerned with
the system of justice. Also called judicial branch (NOTE: The other two
branches are the executive and the
legislative)
junior minister /duniə mnstə/
noun in a government or department,
the Under-Secretary of State or Minister of State
junta /dntə/ noun a ruling group
which has taken power in a country by
force 쑗 The junta came to power six
years ago and is formed of representatives of each of the armed forces.
(NOTE: The term is used mainly of
military governments, and usually in
South America; the word is correctly
pronounced as /hυntə/ but this pronunciation is not often used in English.)
jurisdiction
/ dυərsdkʃən/
noun legal power over someone or
something
jury /dυəri/ noun a group of twelve
people who decide whether someone
is guilty or not guilty on the basis of
the evidence they hear in court
jury service /dυəri s#vs/ noun
the duty which each person has of
serving on a jury if asked to do so
(NOTE: The US term is jury duty.)
just /dst/ adjective fair or right 왍
just war war which is considered to
be morally right
judicial review

Advocate-General

Judge Advocate-General

just

|

mti əv ðə haυs əv lɔdz/ noun the
highest appeal court in England and
Wales (NOTE: Reforms introduced in

just
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justice /dsts / noun 1. the legal
process of dealing with someone accused of a crime in court 2. a judge or
magistrate 3. the title given to a High
Court judge 쑗 Mr Justice Adams
justice

(NOTE: It is sometimes written as J
after the judge’s name: Adams J.)
Justice Department /dsts d
pɑtmənt/ noun 1. a department of
Justice Department

|

the Scottish Executive, responsible for
all aspects of the legal system and the
police 2. US same as Department of

Justice

justice of the peace / dsts əv
ðə pis/ noun a person without legal
training who works as a judge in a local court. Abbr JP
justice system /dsts sstəm/
noun the legal process of judging people and giving punishments in court
justiciary /dstʃəri/ noun the
system of justice or legal system 왍
High Court of Justiciary the highest
criminal court in Scotland
justice of the peace

justice system

justiciary

|
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K
kakistocracy
kakistocracy

/ kkstɒkrəsi/
|

noun government by the most unscru-

pulous or unsuitable people, or a state
governed by such people
Kamer

Kamer

쏡

Eerste Kamer, Tweede

Kamer

kangaroo / kŋəru/ noun the
kangaroo

|

system used when discussing a Bill,
where some clauses are not discussed
at all, but simply voted on, with the
discussion then moving on to the next
clause
keep down / kip daυn/ verb to
control or oppress 쑗 The generals have
managed to keep down the country
districts by stationing troops in the area.
Keeper of the Great Seal / kipər
əv ði ret sil/ noun same as Lord
keep down

Keeper of the Great Seal

Chancellor (NOTE: Reforms introduced in 2003–4 are likely to abolish
the office of Lord Chancellor)
Keeper of the Seal /kipə əv ð
sil/ noun same as Lord Chancellor
(NOTE: Reforms introduced in 2003–
4 are likely to abolish the office of
Lord Chancellor)
Kenesh 쏡 Uluk Kenesh
Kennedy /kendi/, John F. (1917–
Keeper of the Seal

Kenesh

Kennedy

63) 35th president of the United
States, assassinated in Dallas, Texas,
on 22 November 1963
Keynesianism noun the theory that
government must compensate for insufficient business investment in times
of recession by spending on its own
projects
keynote /kinəυt/ verb 1. to deliver
the most important speech at a conference or meeting 2. to outline an important policy in a speech or report
Keynesianism

keynote

address /kinəυt ə
dres/, keynote speech /ki nəυt
spitʃ/ noun the main speech at a conference by an important speaker who
sums up the main areas to be discussed
kill /kl/ verb to stop discussion of a
proposal 쑗 The veto in the Security
Council killed the resolution.
king /kŋ/ noun the man who rules in
a monarchy (NOTE: often used with a
name as a title: King Juan Carlos)
kingdom /kŋdəm/ noun a country
ruled by a king or queen 쑗 the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 쑗 the kingdom of Saudi
Arabia
kingly /kŋli/ adjective suitable for a
king or like a king (NOTE: kingly
shows approval, as opposed to royal
which does not imply approval or
condemnation)
kingmaker /kŋ mekə/ noun
someone with sufficient power to have
an influence on who is appointed to
important positions, usually within a
government
kingship /kŋʃp/ noun the rule of a
king
King’s
Messenger
/ kŋz
mesndə/ noun 쏡 Queen’s Messenger
kitchen cabinet / ktʃn kbnət/
noun a private, unofficial committee
of ministers, advisers and friends who
advise some Prime Ministers or Presidents (NOTE: The term was first used
to describe the advisors of the President of the USA, Andrew Jackson,
who used to meet literally in the
kitchen of the White House.)
keynote address

keynote

|

|

kill

king

kingdom

kingly

kingmaker

|

kingship

King’s Messenger

kitchen cabinet
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Knesset

Knesset noun the legislature in Israel

knight /nat/ noun a man who has reknight

ceived a title of honour from the king
or queen 쐽 verb to make someone into
a knight 쑗 He was knighted in the
Birthday honours list.
knighthood /nathυd/ noun the
position of being a knight
knock-on effect /nɒk ɒn  fekt/
noun an indirect effect, following on
from something 쑗 The political unrest
had a knock-on effect on the tourist industry. 쑗 The coup had a knock-on efknighthood

knock-on effect

|

fect on the governments of neighbouring states.
Kremlin /kremln/ noun a series of
buildings surrounded by a high wall in
the centre of Moscow, where the offices of the main ministers of the Russian
Federation are situated (NOTE: often
Kremlin

used to mean ‘the Russian Government’: a Kremlin spokesman said the
letter was helpful)
Kremlinologist, Kremlin-watcher noun a non-Russian who specialisKremlinologist

es in studying the actions of the Russian political leadership and tries to
guess what is really going on in Russia
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Lab. abbreviation Labour
Labor /lebə/ noun the Australian
Lab.

Labor

Labor Party 쐽 adjective relating to the
Australian Labor Party
Laborite /lebərat/ noun a member or supporter of the Australian Labor Party
labor union /lebə jυnjən/ noun
US an organisation which represents
workers who are its members in discussions about pay and conditions of
work with management (NOTE: The
Laborite

labor union

easily from one job to another, or from
one place to another to find work
labour
movement
/lebə
muvmənt/ noun the organisations
working for the improvement of working conditions for workers
Labour Party /lebə pɑti/ noun a
political party, one of the main parties
in Britain which is on the left of the
political spectrum. Also called Lalabour movement

Labour Party

bour
COMMENT:

The British Labour Party
was founded in 1906 as a fusion of the
Independent Labour Party and other
workers’ groups, including representatives from the Trades Union Congress. The Labour Party has been
closely allied to the Trades Union
Congress in the past. Members of
trade unions pay a political levy to
support the Party, and some Labour
MPs are sponsored by trade unions.

UK term is trade union.)
labour /lebə/ noun 1. heavy work
(NOTE: The US spelling is labor.) 2.
workers in general (NOTE: The US
spelling is labor.) 왍 skilled labour
labour

workers who have special knowledge
or qualifications 3. 왍 labour law, labour laws, labour legislation laws
relating to the employment of workers

ladies’ gallery /lediz ləri/
ladies’ gallery

(NOTE: The US spelling is labor.)
Labour, the Labour Party adjective relating to the Labour Party in the
Labour

United Kingdom or New Zealand
labour force /lebə fɔs/ noun all
the people who are available to work
labour-intensive
/ lebər
n
tensv/ adjective a type of work that
needs many people to do it
labourism /lebərz(ə)m/ noun a
political or social movement that
works to ensure the rights of workers,
or support for such a movement
labourist /lebərst/ noun a supporter of the rights of workers
Labourite /lebərat/ noun a member or supporter of the Labour Party in
the United Kingdom or New Zealand
labour mobility / lebə məυblti/
noun the ability of people to move
labour force

labour-intensive

|

labourism

labourist

Labourite

labour mobility

|

noun an area of the public gallery of
the UK House of Commons that is
kept for women only
Lady /ledi/ noun a title given to the
wife of a knight or baronet or baron or
earl
Lady

COMMENT:

In most case, the title is
used before the family name without
the Christian name. Where the title is
used to indicate the daughter of a nobleman, the Christian name is used.
So the wife of Sir Edwin Smith is Lady
Smith; the daughter of the Duke of
Northumberland is Lady Jane Percy.

Lady Mayoress /ledi meəres/
Lady Mayoress

|

noun the wife of a Lord Mayor
laissez-faire, laisser-faire noun
laissez-faire

the political theory that a government
should do nothing to control the economy 쑗 Laissez-faire resulted in increased economic activity, but contributed to a rise in imports.
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lame duck / lem dk/ noun a comlame duck

pany or administration which is in difficulties and which needs support 쑗
The government has promised a rescue package for lame duck companies.
lame duck administration

lame duck administration or
presidency / lem dk əd mn
|

|

streʃ(ə)n/ noun a US administration
towards the end of a President’s second term, when there is very little incentive to do much
lame duck president / lem dk
prezd(ə)nt/ noun a US president in
the last part of the term of office, who
cannot stand for re-election, and so
lacks political force
LAMSAC abbreviation Local Authorities Management Services and
Computer Committee
land /lnd/ noun 1. an area of earth
2. a nation or country 쑗 The President
welcomed the official delegation from
the land of his ancestors. 3. Land one
of the regions which make up the federal republic of Germany and also
Austria (NOTE: The plural is Länder.)
lame duck president

LAMSAC

land

COMMENT: Under English law, the
ownership of all land is vested in the
Crown, although individuals or other
legal persons may hold estates in
land, the most important of which are
freehold estates, which amount to absolute ownership, and leasehold estates, which last for a fixed period of
time. Ownership of land usually confers ownership of everything above
and below the land. The process of
buying and selling land is ‘conveyancing’. Any contract transferring land or
any interest in land must be in writing.
Interests in land can be disposed of by
a will.
Landlord and Tenant Act

Landlord

and

Tenant

Act

/ lndlɔd ən tenənt kt/ noun the

Act of Parliament which regulates the
letting of property
landmark /lndmɑk/ noun 1. a famous building or natural feature 쑗 The
Houses of Parliament and Westminster are well-known London landmarks. 2. an important event or decision 쑗 The opening of the new bridge
is a landmark in the town’s history.
landmark

landmark decision / lndmɑk
ds(ə)n/ noun an important legal or
political decision
land office /lnd ɒfs/ noun a
government office that administers
and records sales and transfers of public land
land reform /lnd r fɔm/ noun
the policy of changing the ownership
of agricultural land by government
law, so that those owning no land receive some
Land Registry /lnd redstri/
noun the British government office
where land is registered
landslide /lndslad/ noun a very
large majority obtained in an election
쑗 The Socialists won in a landslide. 왍
a landslide victory or win an election
success with a very large majority
Lands Tribunal /lɑndz tra
bjun(ə)l/ noun a court which deals
with compensation claims relating to
land
Landtag /lnttɑ/ noun the legislative assembly of a German or Austrian state
land tax /lnd tks/ noun a tax on
the value of land owned
laodicean adjective lacking in religious or political commitment 쐽 noun
someone who has no strong commitment to religion or politics
lapse /lps/ noun the ending of a
right, contract or offer 쐽 verb to stop
being valid or to stop being active 쑗
The insurance policy lapsed because
the premiums had not been paid. 왍
lapsed passport a passport which is
out of date
late-night /let nat/ adjective happening late at night 쑗 The House of
Commons had a late-night sitting. 쑗
Their late-night negotiations ended in
an agreement signed at 3 a.m.
law /lɔ/ noun 1. a rule by which a
country is governed and by which the
activities of people and organisations
are controlled 쑗 A law has to be passed
by Parliament. 쑗 The government has
proposed a new law to regulate the
sale of goods on Sundays. 2. all the
landmark decision

|

land office

land reform

|

Land Registry

landslide

Lands Tribunal

|

Landtag

land tax

laodicean

lapse

late-night

law
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statutes of a country taken together 왍
inside the law, within the law obeying the laws of a country 왍 against the
law, outside the law not according to
the laws of a country 쑗 Dismissing an
employee without reason is against
the law. 쑗 The agents were operating
outside the law. 왍 in law according to
the law 쑗 What are the duties in law of
a guardian? 왍 to break the law to do
something which is not allowed by
law 쑗 He is breaking the law by selling
goods on Sunday. 쑗 You will be breaking the law if you try to take the goods
out of the country without an export licence. 3. a general rule
law and order / lɔ ənd ɔdə/ noun
a situation in which the laws of a
country are being obeyed by most
people 쑗 There was a breakdown of
law and order following the assassination of the president.
Law Centre /lɔ sentə / noun a local office with full-time staff who advise and represent people free of
charge
Law Commission /lɔ kə
mʃ(ə)n/ noun a permanent committee which reviews English law and
recommends changes to it
law court /lɔ kɔt/ noun a place
where a trial is held or where a judge
listens to cases
law
enforcement
/lɔ
n
fɔsmənt/ noun the official activity
of making sure that a law is obeyed
Law Lords /lɔ lɔdz/ plural noun
the members of the House of Lords
who are judges, including the Lord
Chancellor and the Lords of Appeal in
Ordinary (NOTE: Reforms proposed
law and order

Law Centre

Law Commission

|

law court

law enforcement

|

Law Lords

in 2003–4 are likely to remove these
law lords from the House of Lords
and set up a separate Supreme
Court)
lawmaker /lɔmekə/ noun a perlawmaker

son who makes or passes laws, e.g. an
MP or a Congressman
law-making /lɔ mekŋ/ noun the
making of laws 쑗 Parliament is the
law-making body in Great Britain.
law-making

leader

Law Officers /lɔr ɒfsəz/ plural
Law Officers

noun the posts of Attorney-General
and Solicitor-General (in England and
Wales) and Lord Advocate and Solicitor-General (in Scotland)
law reform / lɔ rfɔm/ noun the
continuing process of revising laws to
make them better suited to the needs
of society
Law Reports /lɔ r pɔts/ plural
noun the collection of reports of cases
of special interest and importance,
which may set legal precedents
lay /le/ verb to put or present something 쑗 The report of the planning
committee was laid before the council.
왍 to lay an embargo on trade with a
country to forbid trade with a country
왍 to lay a proposal before the House
to introduce a new Bill before Parliament 쐽 adjective not belonging to a
profession or not trained to a professional standard in a subject 쑗 The
Committee has a chairman and several lay advisers.
lay down / le daυn/ verb to state
clearly 쑗 The conditions are laid down
in the document. 쑗 The guidelines lay
down rules for dealing with traffic offences. (NOTE: laying – laid – has
law reform

|

Law Reports

|

lay

lay down

laid)
LC abbreviation Lord Chancellor
lead /lid/ verb 1. to be the first or to
LC

lead

be in front 쑗 The company leads the
world in waste disposal. 2. to be the
main person in a group 쑗 The Parliamentary delegation is led by J.M.
Jones, MP. 3. to start to do something,
especially to start to present a motion
for debate 쑗 The Home Secretary will
lead for the Government in the emergency debate.
leader /lidə/ noun 1. someone who
is responsible for organising or controlling a group of people 쑗 our political and military leaders 쑗 a meeting of
world leaders 쑗 She was appointed
leader of the delegation. 2. someone
such as a person, company, country or
something such as a product that is the
most successful of its type 쑗 a world
leader in biomedical research 쑗 indusleader
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Leader of the Council

try leaders in electronic surveillance
systems
Leader of the Council /lidə əv
ðə kaυns(ə)l/ noun same as council
leader 쑗 Councillor Jenkins, Leader
of the Council, stated that the report
would be examined at the next meeting.
Leader of the House / lidə əv ðə
haυs/ noun the senior government
minister and member of the Cabinet,
who is responsible for the administration of legislation in the House of
Commons or House of Lords, and is
the main government spokesman in
the House (NOTE: Both people can be
Leader of the Council

Leader of the House

referred to as Leader of the House
and more specific terms are Leader
of the Commons and Leader of the
Lords.)
Leader of the Opposition / lidə
əv ð ɒpəzʃ (ə)n/ noun the head of
Leader of the Opposition

|

the largest party opposing the government
leadership /lidəʃp/ noun 1. the
quality of being a good leader 쑗 He
showed leadership in defending the
party against attacks by splinter
groups. 2. the position of leader 쑗
There are six candidates for the leadership of the party. 쑗 The leadership
contest is wide open. 3. the few people
who are the most important members
of a party or group 쑗 None of the party
leadership appeared at the meeting.
leading /lidŋ/ adjective most important 쑗 He was the leading figure in
the movement to increase pensions.
lead to /lid tə/, lead up to / lid
p tu/ verb to be the cause of 쑗 The
discussions led to a big argument between the management and the union.
쑗 We received a series of approaches
leading up to the takeover bid.
leaflet /liflət/ noun a sheet of paper
advertising something, usually a single sheet perhaps folded in two 쑗 Party
workers distributed leaflets to all the
householders in the constituency. 쐽
verb to give leaflets to people in an
area 쑗 They leafleted all the houses in
leadership

leading

lead to

leaflet

136

the electoral ward early on the morning of the election.
leafleting /liflətŋ/ noun the activity of giving out leaflets
league /li/ noun a group of people
or states with similar aims, who come
together to form a group and take action to further their aims
League of Nations / li əv
neʃ(ə)nz/ noun the group of states
which joined between the First and
Second World Wars in a group similar
to the present United Nations
leak /lik/ noun the unofficial passing
of secret information or information
which has not yet been published to
newspapers or television stations 쐽
verb to pass information unofficially
to newspapers or television stations 쑗
The details of the plan have been
leaked to the press to test public reaction. 쑗 Information about the government plans has been leaked to the Sunday papers.
leakage /likd/ noun the unofficial release of secret information, usually to the media
leakproof /likpruf/ adjective not
allowing secret information to be
made public unofficially 쑗 No committee is leakproof.
leaky /liki/ adjective allowing secret information to be made public unofficially
leave /liv/ noun 1. permission to do
something 쑗 The representative of the
construction company asked leave of
the council to show a detailed plan of
the proposed development. 왍 ‘by your
leave’ with your permission 2. 왍 leave
of absence permission to be absent
from work or, in the case of an MP, to
be away from the House of Commons
left /left/, Left noun 1. the political
parties which hold ideas in favour of
change and furthering the interests of
the working class and the poor 2. the
political ideas which support change,
especially in the interests of the working class and the poor 왍 swing to the
left a movement of support towards
socialist principles 왍 on the left with
leafleting

league

League of Nations

leak

leakage

leakproof

leaky

leave

left
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views that are more strongly progressive and less conservative 쑗 She’s always been on the left of the Tory party.
COMMENT: The division of political parties and political ideas into left, right
and centre dates from the French
Revolution when deputies in the National Assembly sat on the left or right
of the chamber according to their
views. It was easiest to apply these labels when socialists (left) parties
faced conservative (right) parties in
the middle years of the twentieth century. Some commentators say the old
divisions of left and right are less and
less relevant in the modern world, but
they continue to be used.

leftism /leftz(ə)m/ noun belief in a
leftism

policy of liberal, socialist or communist political and social change or reform
leftist /leftst/ adjective (usually
disapproving) supporting the views of
the left 쑗 The minister is showing leftist tendencies. 쐽 noun a person with
left-wing ideas
left-of-centre / left əv sentə/ adjective relating to political views that
are slightly left-wing
left wing / left wŋ/ noun the people who are more strongly socialist
than others of their party 쑗 the left
wing of the Labour Party.
left-wing / left wŋ/ adjective
strongly favouring the left 쑗 She was
criticised for abandoning her leftwing principles. 쑗 The party caucus
has been infiltrated by left-wing activists.
left-winger /left wŋə/ noun a person with left-wing political ideas
legal /li(ə)l/ adjective 1. according to the law or allowed by the law 쑗
The company’s action was completely
legal. 2. referring to the law 쑗 legal
advice
Legal Aid scheme / li(ə)l ed
skim/ noun the British government
scheme where a person with very little
money can have legal advice paid for
by the state
legalisation / liəlazeʃ(ə)n/, legalization noun the process of makleftist

left-of-centre

left wing

left-wing

left-winger

legal

Legal Aid scheme

legalisation

|

Legislative Council

ing something legal that was previously not legal
legalise /liəlaz/, legalize verb to
make something legal 쑗 a proposal to
legalise certain drugs
legality /llti/ noun the fact of
something being legal 쑗 They questioned the legality of the police action.
legally /liəli/ adjective according
to the law 쑗 In Australia, you are legally obliged to vote. 왍 legally binding enforced by law 쑗 signed a legally
binding agreement
legal system /li(ə)l sstəm/
noun the way in which the laws of a
particular country are used to judge
people in court
legate /leət/ noun an official representative of a government, especially a diplomat
legation /l eʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a
group of diplomats representing their
country in another country at a lower
level than an embassy 2. a building in
which a group of diplomats below the
rank of ambassador works
legalise

legality

|

legally

legal system

legate

legation

|

legis 쏡 corpus legis
legislate /ledslet/ verb to make a
legis

legislate

law 쑗 Parliament has legislated
against the sale of drugs or to prevent
the sale of drugs.
legislation / ledsleʃ(ə)n/ noun
laws or written rules which are passed
by a parliament and implemented by
the courts
legislation

|

‘…the greatest happiness of the greatest
number is the foundation of morals and
legislation’ [Jeremy Bentham]

legislative /ledslətv/ adjective
legislative

relating to laws and the process or
function of making new laws 쑗 the legislative processes 쑗 Parliament has a
legislative function.

Legislative

Assembly

Legislative Assembly

/ ledslətv əsembli/ noun the low|

er house of the legislature in Australian states, Canadian provinces, Costa
Rica, Panama and El Salvador
Legislative Branch /ledslətv
brɑntʃ/ noun same as legislature
Legislative Council /ledslətv
kaυns(ə)l/ noun the upper house of
Legislative Branch

Legislative Council
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the legislature in some Commonwealth countries, e.g. in most South
Asian and Australian states
legislative day /ledslətv de/
noun US the time from the start of a
meeting of one of the Houses of Congress to its adjournment. The House of
Representatives usually adjourns at
the end of each day, but the Senate
may not, so that the Senate’s legislative day can last several calendar days.
legislative veto / ledslətv
vitəυ/ noun in the USA, a clause
written into legislation which gives
powers to government agencies stating that Congress may override a decision taken by the agency using of
these powers
legislator /ledsletə/ noun a person who makes or passes laws, e.g. an
MP or a Congressman
legislature /ledslətʃə / noun 1. a
body such as a parliament which
makes laws 쑗 Members of the legislature voted against the proposal. Also
called Legislative Branch (NOTE:
legislative day

legislative veto

legislator

legislature

The other two branches are the executive and the judicial.) 2. the build-

ing where a parliament meets 쑗 The
protesters marched towards the State
Legislature.
legitimation
/l dtmeʃ (ə)n/
noun the way in which a political system or part of a political system is given the respect of the people so that it
can do its work with authority (NOTE:
legitimation

|

|

One of the functions of parliament is
said to be legitimation because laws
made by parliament are the work of
elected representatives of the people.)
legitimise /ldtmaz/, legitimize verb to make something legitilegitimise

|

mate and give it authority 쑗 The support of the Prime Minister has legitimised attacks on the party activists.
legitimist /ldtmst/ noun a person who supports the return to the
throne of the rightful king or the rightful descendant of the last king
Leninism /lennz(ə)m/ noun
Communist ideas put forward by the
legitimist

|

Leninism

Russian follower of Marx, Vladimir
Ilyich Lenin (1870 – 1924) who ruled
Russia after the Revolution of 1917
(NOTE: Lenin believed that Marxism
could be applied successfully only if
the proletariat was led by an intellectual group which formed the main
leadership of a governing and authoritarian party.)
Leninist /lennst/ adjective referring to Leninism 쐽 noun a person who
Leninist

supports and believes in Leninism
lese majesty / laz mdəsti/
noun a criminal offence against a ruler
or head of state
letters patent / letəz petənt/ plural noun an official document from
the Crown, which gives someone the
exclusive right to do something, especially making and selling an invention
leveller /lev(ə)lə/ noun somebody
who wants everyone in society to be
equal
levy /levi/ noun a tax or extra payment placed on goods or services 쐽
verb to collect a tax or an extra payment 쑗 to levy a duty on the import of
computer parts 쑗 The government has
decided to levy a tax on imported cars.
liability / laəblti/ noun the state
of being legally responsible for paying
for damage or loss 쑗 The council has
admitted liability but the amount of
damages has not yet been agreed.
liable /laəb(ə)l/ adjective being legally responsible for paying for damage or loss
Lib. abbreviation Liberal
Lib Dem / lb dem/ abbreviation
Liberal Democrat
liberal /lb (ə)rəl/ adjective 1. allowing freedom to people or not controlling people 쑗 The government has
adopted a very liberal attitude towards tax reform. (NOTE: To show the
lese majesty

letters patent

leveller

levy

liability

|

liable

Lib.

Lib Dem

liberal

difference between the different
meanings of the adjective, people
sometimes say ‘liberal with a small l’
when not referring to political ideas.)
2. generous 쑗 He has given a liberal
donation to party funds. 쐽 noun a per-
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son who believes in individual freedom and the improvement of society
Liberal /lb(ə)rəl/ adjective relating
to the Liberal Party in the United
Kingdom, Canada, or Australia 쐽
noun a member or supporter of the
Liberal Party, e.g. in the United Kingdom, Canada, or Australia
liberal democracy /lb(ə)rəl d
mɒkrəsi/ noun a political system that
has free elections, many political parties, political decisions made by an independent legislature, independent
judges, and law enforcement by the
state
Liberal Democrat /lb(ə)rəl
deməkrt/ noun a member of the
British Liberal and Social Democratic
Party
Liberal

liberal democracy

|

Liberal Democrat

Liberal Democratic Party

Liberal

Democratic

Party

/lbrəl deməkrtk pɑti/ noun a
|

British political party formed in 1988
from the existing Liberal Party and
some members of the Social Democratic Party (NOTE: often called the

Lib Dems)

liberalism /lb(ə)rəlz(ə)m/ noun
liberalism

the ideals and beliefs of liberals
Liberal Party /lb(ə)rəl pɑti/
noun a political party which supports
some social change, some involvement of the state in industry and welfare, but opposes the centralisation of
government and has no fixed connections with either workers or employers
Liberal Party

(NOTE: The British Liberal Party developed from the Whig Party of the
17th and 18th centuries. The name
Liberal was applied from the middle
of the 19th century onwards.)
Liberal Party of Australia

Liberal

Party

of

Australia

/lb(ə)rəl pɑti əv ɒstreliə/ noun a
|

conservative Australian political party
which has almost always been in coalition with the National Party
liberation / lbəreʃ(ə)n/ noun the
process of being set free from an oppressive regime
liberation
theology
/ lbə
reʃ(ə)n θiɒlədi/ noun the religious
theory developed in Latin America,
liberation

|

liberation theology

|

|

lieutenant

which involves the church in finding
solutions to social problems
libertarian / lbəteəriən/ noun
someone who believes that people
should have complete freedom to
think and act as they wish
liberty /lbəti/ noun freedom 왍 liberty of the individual the freedom for
each person to act within the law 왍 liberty of the press the freedom of newspapers to publish what they want within the law without censorship 왍 liberty of the subject the right of a citizen
to be free unless convicted of a crime
which is punishable by imprisonment
앳 at liberty 1. free or not in prison 쑗
They are still at liberty while waiting
for charges to be brought. 2. free to do
something 쑗 You are at liberty to complain if you are not satisfied with the
service of the department.
libertarian

|

liberty

‘…liberty is the right to do everything
which the laws allow’ [Montesquieu]

licence /las(ə)ns/ noun 1. official
permission to do something or to use
something 쑗 He granted his neighbour
a licence to use his field. (NOTE: The
US spelling is license.) 2. an official
document showing that someone has
permission to do something (NOTE:
The US spelling is license.) 왍 import licence, export licence a document which allows goods to be imported or exported 왍 licence to sell
liquor, liquor licence a document given by a Magistrates’ Court allowing
someone to sell alcohol
license /las(ə)ns/ verb to give
someone official permission to do
something 쑗 licensed to sell beers,
wines and spirits 쑗 to license a company to produce spare parts 쑗 She is licensed to drive a bus. 쑗 She is licensed
to run an employment agency. 쐽 noun
US spelling of licence
lie upon the table / la  pɒn ðə
teb(ə)l/ verb (of a petition) to have
been put before the House of Commons (NOTE: After a petition has
licence

license

lie upon the table

|

been presented by an MP it is said to
‘lie upon the table’.)
lieutenant /leftenənt/ noun a US
lieutenant

|

police or fire department officer of a
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rank above sergeant 쑗 The party leader’s main lieutenant has decided to
quit Parliament.
lieutenant governor /lef tenənt
v(ə)nə/ noun 1. an elected official
in a US state government of a rank below governor 2. an official appointed
by the Canadian federal government
who acts for the Crown as the representative of the British monarch in a
Canadian province
Lieutenant-Governor /lef tenənt
v(ə)nə/ noun 1. a representative of
the British Crown in states or provinces of countries which are members of
the Commonwealth 쑗 the LieutenantGovernor of Nova Scotia 2. US a deputy to the governor of a state
life peer /laf pə/ noun a member
of the House of Lords who is appointed for life, and whose title is not inherited when he or she dies
life peeress /laf pəres/ noun a
woman who is a life peer
limitrophe adjective on the border
between countries or areas (French)
Lincoln /lŋkən/, Abraham (1809–
65) 16th president of the United
States. 16th president of the United
States, he led the North to victory in
the US Civil War, and announced the
emancipation of slaves in the southern
states (1863). His Gettysburg Address, delivered on 19 November
1863, became one of the great texts of
US history. He was assassinated by
John Wilkes Booth while attending a
performance at Ford’s Theatre in
Washington, DC.
Line of Control / lan əv kən
trəυl/ noun the line separating the areas of the disputed territory of Kashmir controlled by India and Pakistan,
established in 1972
lingua franca / lŋwə frŋkə/
noun a language which serves as the
language of communication between
different countries or different regions
linkage /lŋkd/ noun progress towards an objective which depends on
concessions made by the various parties on other related issues
lieutenant governor

|

Lieutenant-Governor

|

life peer

life peeress

limitrophe

Lincoln

Line of Control

|

lingua franca

linkage

list system / lst sstəm/ noun
list system

쏡

party list system

standards
/lvŋ
stndədz/ plural noun 쏡 standard
of living
Lloyd George / lɔd dɔd/, David, 1st Earl of Dwyfor (1863–1945)
the last Liberal prime minister of the
United Kingdom (1916–22)
Lloyd’s Register / lɔdz redstə/
noun a list showing details of all the
ships in the world
lobby /lɒbi/ noun 1. 쏡 division lobby 2. a group of people which tries to
influence MPs or the passage of legislation 왍 the car lobby people who try
to persuade MPs that cars should be
encouraged and not restricted 왍 the
environmentalist lobby group who
try to persuade MPs that the environment must be protected, pollution
stopped, etc. 3. the group of journalists attached to the House of Commons, who are given information in
regular official meetings by senior
ministers or their assistants 쐽 verb to
ask someone such as an MP or local
official to do something on your behalf 쑗 A group of local businessmen
has gone to London to lobby their
MPs on the problems of unemployment in the area.
lobby correspondent /lɒbi kɒr
spɒndənt/ noun a journalist who is
one of those attached to the House of
Commons who receive information
from ministers in regular official
meetings
lobby fodder / lɒbi fɒdə/ noun ordinary MPs who vote as their party
tells them without thinking
lobbyist /lɒbist/ noun a person
who is paid to represent a pressure
group
lobby system /lɒbi sstəm/ noun
the system of employing professional
lobbyists to attempt to influence political policy
local authority / ləυk(ə)l ɔθɒrti/
noun a section of elected government
which runs an area, e.g. a district
council
living
living standards

Lloyd George

Lloyd’s Register

lobby

lobby correspondent

|

lobby fodder

lobbyist

lobby system

local authority

|
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Local Commissioner /ləυk(ə)l
Local Commissioner

kəmʃ(ə)nə/, Local Government
Ombudsman
/ləυk(ə)l
v(ə)nmənt ɒmbυdzmən / noun
an official who investigates complaints against local authorities
local council /ləυk(ə)l kaυnsəl/
noun same as council noun 2
local election /ləυk(ə)l lekʃən/
noun the elections to choose representatives for local government or for
a town, city or county council. Also
called municipal elections
local
government / ləυk(ə)l
v(ə)nmənt / noun administration
and politics at the level below national
government, e.g. county and borough
councils
|

local council

local election

|

local government

COMMENT: Local government in England and Wales is a two-tier system:
county councils, with non-metropolitan district councils under them, and
metropolitan district councils which
are self-governing large urban areas.
In Scotland there are nine large Regional Councils instead of county
councils.

Local Government Ombuds/ləυk(ə)l
v(ə)nmənt
man
Local Government Ombudsman

ɒmbυdzmən/ noun same as Local
Commissioner
Locke, John /lɒk/ noun the English
Locke, John

philosopher (1632–1704) who justified the overthrow of royal power in
England and the creation of a system
based on the power of parliament

(NOTE: Locke believed that the power
of a government was based on a
contract between the government
and the people, and that if the government broke their side of the contract the people did not have to obey
it.)
Lodge /lɒd/ noun the official resiLodge

dence of the Australian prime minister
in Canberra
logroll /lɒrəυl/ verb to agree with
political colleagues that each will support the other’s piece of legislation
logrolling /lɒrəυlŋ/ noun an understanding between colleagues in a
legislature that each will support the
other’s piece of legislation
logroll

logrolling

Lord Chancellor
Lok Sabha

Lok Sabha noun the lower house of
Parliament in India (NOTE: The upper
house is the Rajya Sabha.)
London Mayor /lndən meə/
noun the directly elected mayor of
London Mayor

Greater London, a job first created in
2000 (NOTE: Ken Livingstone was
elected first mayor of London in 2000
as an independent candidate, having
failed to secure the nomination of the
Labour Party. He was re-elected, this
time as a Labour candidate, in
2004.)
loophole /luphəυl/ noun a mistake
loophole

in a law or contract which allows people to avoid their obligations 쑗 The
measure was largely introduced to
close a loophole in the law.
lord /lɔd/ noun 1. a member of the
House of Lords 2. Lord a title given to
barons and to the sons of dukes or
marquesses
lord

COMMENT:

When used for a baron, the
title is given with the family name:
Lord Smith; but when used for the son
of a duke or marquess, the Christian
name is used as well: Lord James
Stuart.

Lord Advocate / lɔd dvəkət/
Lord Advocate

noun a member of the government
who is one of the two Law Officers in
Scotland
Lord
Chamberlain
/ lɔd
tʃembəln/, Lord Great Chamberlain noun a hereditary peer with various ceremonial duties especially for
the sovereign (NOTE: Under the
Lord Chamberlain

changes to the House of Lords, the
Lord Chamberlain remains a member of the House despite being an
hereditary peer.)
Lord Chancellor / lɔd tʃɑnsələ/
noun a member of the government
Lord Chancellor

and cabinet who presides over the debates in the House of Lords, is responsible for the administration of justice,
plays an important role in appointing
judges, and who is the most important
judge in England (NOTE: In 2003 the
government announced plans to
abolish the office of Lord Chancellor,
which was thought to be incompati-
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ble with the independence of the judiciary.)
Lord Chief Justice / lɔd tʃif
dsts/ noun the chief judge of the
Lord Chief Justice

Queen’s Bench Division of the High
Court, and second most important
judge after the Lord Chancellor
Lord Justice / lɔd dsts/ noun
the title given to a judge who is a
member of the House of Lords (NOTE:
Lord Justice

It is sometimes written as LJ after
the name: Smith LJ)
Lord Justice Clerk / lɔd dsts
klɑk/ noun the second most imporLord Justice Clerk

tant judge in the Scottish High Court
of Justiciary (NOTE: It is sometimes
written as LJ after the name: Smith
LJ)
Lord Justice General / lɔd
dsts den(ə)rəl/ noun the most
Lord Justice General

important judge in the Scottish High
Court of Judiciary
Lord Lieutenant / lɔd leftenənt/
noun a person who is a representative
of the Crown in a county
Lord Mayor / lɔd meə/ noun in the
United Kingdom except Scotland, the
mayor of a large city such as London
or Dublin, elected for a year by other
councillors. 쒁 Lord Provost
Lord of Appeal / lɔd əv əpil/,
Lord of Appeal in Ordinary / lɔd
əv ə pil n ɔd(ə)n(ə)ri/ noun one of
the law lords who sit as judges in the
House of Lords when the House is acting as a Court of Appeal (NOTE: ReLord Lieutenant

|

Lord Mayor

Lord of Appeal

|

|

forms proposed in 2003–4 are likely
to remove these law lords from the
House of Lords and set up a separate Supreme Court.)

Lord of Appeal in Ordinary
Lord of Appeal in Ordinary

/ lɔd əv ə pil n ɔd(ə)n(ə)ri/ noun
same as Lord of Appeal
Lord Ordinary / lɔd ɔd(ə)n(ə)ri/
noun a judge of the upper house of the
|

Lord Ordinary

Scottish Court of Session
Lord President / lɔd prezdənt/
noun a judge of the Scottish Court of
Session
Lord President

Lord President of the Council
Lord President of the Council

/ lɔd prezdənt əv ðə kaυns(ə)l/
noun a senior member of the govern-

ment and member of the House of
Lords who is the head of the Privy
Council Office and has other duties
given by the Prime Minister
Lord Privy Seal / lɔd prvi sil/
noun a senior member of the government, often a member of Cabinet, with
duties given by the Prime Minister
Lord Protector / lɔd prətektə/
noun the title taken by Oliver
Cromwell during the Protectorate
Lord Provost / lɔd prɒvəst/ noun
in Scotland, the chairperson of the city
councils of Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen and Dundee, elected by the
other councillors. 쒁 Lord Mayor
Lords /lɔdz/ plural noun the House
of Lords as a whole, or the members
of the House of Lords 쑗 The Bill goes
before the Lords next week. 쑗 The
Lords voted to amend the Bill.
Lords Spiritual / lɔdz sprtʃuəl/
noun the archbishops and bishops
who are members of the House of
Lords, not associated with a political
party (NOTE: The Archbishop of CanLord Privy Seal

Lord Protector

|

Lord Provost

Lords

Lords Spiritual

terbury, the Archbishop of York, the
Bishops of London, Durham and
Winchester and 21 other bishops, in
order of seniority, are the Lords Spiritual.)
Lords
Temporal
/ lɔdz
temp(ə)rəl/ noun the members of the
Lords Temporal

House of Lords who are not bishops
lose /luz/ verb 1. not to win something such as an election, vote or court
case 쑗 The government lost the vote of
no confidence. 쑗 The government is
going to lose the next election. 쑗 He
lost his appeal to the House of Lords.
쑗 She lost her case for compensation.
왍 the motion was lost the motion did
not receive enough votes to be approved 2. not to have something any
more 쑗 He lost his seat at the last election. 쑗 The Opposition lost several
seats in the council election. 3. to have
less money 쑗 He lost £25,000 in his father’s computer company. 4. to drop
to a lower price 쑗 The dollar lost two
cents against the pound. 쑗 Gold shares
lost 5% on the market yesterday.
lose
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van /laυdspikə
vn/ noun a vehicle with a loudspeaker so that political or other messages can be delivered to people in the
streets and adjacent houses (NOTE:
The US term is sound truck.)
lower chamber / ləυə tʃembə/,
lower house noun one of the two
parts of a parliament that has two
chambers, e.g. the British House of
Commons or the American House of
Representatives. 쒁 upper chamber
(NOTE: In practice the House of Commons is now far more important than
the House of Lords, although it is still
called the lower house. The Senate
and House of Representatives in the
USA are considered ’co-equal’, but
the Senate is still the upper house
there.)
Loya Jerga /lɔə d#ə/ noun the
Grand Council in Afghanistan, which
is a type of parliament
loyal /lɔəl/ adjective continuing to
support somebody or something 쑗 He
loudspeaker
loudspeaker van

lower chamber

Loya Jerga

loyal

|

Lumpenproletariat

has been loyal to the party, even
though the leader criticised him in
public.
loyalist /lɔəlst/ noun a person
who continues to support something,
especially a king or political party
Loyalist /lɔəlst/ noun a Northern
Ireland Protestant who supports the
continuation of Northern Ireland’s political union with Britain
loyally /lɔəli/ adverb in a way that
supported something even in difficult
situations 쑗 She has served the council
loyally for ten years.
loyalty /lɔəlti/ noun support given
out of a sense of duty and respect 쑗 All
the members of the government have
sworn an oath of loyalty to the President.
Lumpenproletariat noun in the
philosophy of Marxism, the ordinary
workers who are not strongly interested in Marxism
loyalist

Loyalist

loyally

loyalty

Lumpenproletariat
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Treaty /mɑstrkt
triti/ noun the treaty of 1st November 1993 by which the member states
of the European Community established the European Union. It significantly extended the scope of the previous treaties, preparing the way for the
adoption of the single European currency, adopting a Social Chapter
which gave rights to workers,
strengthening European institutions
and suggesting further scope for development in the fields of education,
justice, defence and foreign policy.
The British Prime Minister at the time,
John Major, signed the treaty with the
exclusion of the Single Currency and
the Social Chapter. In trying to have
the treaty ratified by Parliament, Major’s Conservative government almost
fell from power. Also called Treaty of
Maastricht (NOTE: Maastricht is a
town in the southeastern part of the
Netherlands.)
MacDonald /məkdɒnəld/, Ramsay (1866–1937) a founder member
of the Labour Party and the United
Kingdom’s first Labour prime minister (1924, 1929–35)
mace /mes/ noun a large ornamental stick, made of gold or silver, which
is ceremonially placed on the table in
the House of Commons or House of
Lords, or in some local council chambers to show that business can begin
Maastricht Treaty

Maastricht

MacDonald

|

mace

COMMENT: The significance of the
mace in the House of Commons is so
great that if it is not on the table, no
business can be done. The mace is
carried by the Serjeant at Arms in official processions. It is kept under the
table in the House of Commons and
placed on the table at the beginning of
each sitting. It is taken off the table

when the House goes into Committee.
In the House of Lords, the mace is
placed on the Woolsack. Local authorities usually also have maces which
are carried in front of the mayor on
ceremonial occasions by the macebearer, and often placed on the table
at full council meetings. In the US
House of Representatives, the mace
is placed beside the Speaker’s chair
when the House is in session. There is
no mace in the Senate, but a ceremonial gavel is placed on the vice-president’s desk when the Senate is in session.

mace-bearer /mes beərə/ noun
mace-bearer

the official who carries a mace in procession
Machiavellian / mkiəveliən/ adjective using trickery and dishonesty
to achieve what you want. Compare
Machiavellian

|

Byzantine
COMMENT: The Italian writer, Niccolo
Machiavelli (1469–1527) published a
book The Prince in 1516. In it Machiavelli encouraged rulers to ignore all
the rules of morality in the pursuit of
power, but to try at the same time to
appear to be acting morally.

machine /mə ʃin/ noun 1. a complicated mechanical tool which can do
difficult, heavy and repetitive jobs better than an individual person 2. the
people and system used to achieve or
control something 쑗 to get the party
machine geared up for the next election 쑗 the Allied war machine 쑗 an effective propaganda machine
machinery /məʃinəri/ noun an established organisation or system for
achieving something 쑗 the local government machinery or the machinery
of local government 쑗 the machinery
for awarding government contracts 쑗
The council’s administrative machinmachine

|

machinery

|
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ery seems to have broken down in this
case.
Macmillan /məkmlən/, Harold,
1st Earl of Stockton (1894–1986)
prime minister of the United Kingdom
(1957–63). twice Conservative prime
minister (1957–63) during which time
many former British colonies became
independent.
Madam /mdəm/ noun a formal
way of addressing a woman, especially one whom you do not know, sometimes used in front of the title of a post
왍 Madam Chairman a formal way of
addressing the chair of a committee
who is a woman 왍 Madam Speaker
the correct way to address a woman
Speaker in the Commons
Magna Carta / mnə kɑtə/
noun the Great Charter, granted by
King John in 1215, which gave his
subjects political and personal
freedoms
Macmillan

|

Madam

Magna Carta

COMMENT: The Magna Carta is supposed to be the first step taken towards democratic rule, since it gave
political power to the aristocracy and
reduced the power of the King to override the law. It did not give power to
the ordinary people, but confirmed the
rights of the individual to own property
and receive impartial justice.

maiden speech / med(ə)n spitʃ/
maiden speech

noun the first speech by a new MP in

the House of Commons
mailbag /melb/ noun US same
as postbag
mainstream /menstrim/ noun
the opinions held by a majority of people 쑗 He is in the mainstream of Conservative politics. 쑗 Environmentallyfriendly policies quickly entered the
mainstream.
majesty /mdəsti/ noun an impressive or royal quality, or appearance 쑗 the majesty of the State Opening of Parliament
Majesty /mdəsti/ noun a title
given to a King or Queen 쑗 His Majesty, the King 쑗 Their Majesties, the
King and Queen 쑗 ‘Your Majesty, the
Ambassador has arrived’ 왍 on Her
Majesty’s Service words printed on
mailbag

mainstream

majesty

Majesty

majority vote

official letters from government departments. Abbr OHMS. 쒁 Her Majesty’s Stationery Office
majeure /m#/ 쏡 force majeure
Majlis noun the Consultative Assemmajeure

|

Majlis

bly in Iran, Saudi Arabia, Oman and
Turkmenistan, which is a type of parliament
Major /medə/, John (b. 1943)
Conservative prime minister of the
United Kingdom(1990–97)
majoritarian /mə dɒrteəriən/
adjective relating to control by the
majority in any group of people 쐽
noun someone who supports the view
that a group should be controlled in
the way decided on by the majority of
its members
majority /mədɒrti/ noun 1. a
larger group than any other 왍 a majority of members more than 50% of
MPs or councillors 왍 the cabinet accepted the proposal by a majority of
ten to seven ten members of the cabinet voted to accept and seven voted
against 2. the age at which someone
becomes responsible for his or her actions and can be given the rights and
responsibilities of an adult
Major

majoritarian

|

|

majority

|

COMMENT:

The age of majority in the
UK and US is eighteen.

majority decision /mədɒrti d
majority decision

|

|

s(ə)n/ noun a decision made after a
vote according to the wishes of the
larger group
majority leader /mə dɒrti lidə/
noun US the spokesman for the majority party in the House of Representatives or the Senate, elected by other
members of the party
majority rule /mədɒrti rul/
noun control of a group of people according to the decision of the majority
of its members
majority system /mə dɒrti
sstəm/ noun the system of voting
where half the votes plus one more
must be cast for a proposal for it to be
accepted
majority vote /mədɒrti vəυt/
noun a vote for or against a proposal
of more than half of the people voting
majority leader

|

majority rule

|

majority system

|

majority vote

|
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majority whip /mədɒrti wp /
majority whip

|

noun US one of the assistants to ma-

jority leaders in the House of Representatives or the Senate, whose responsibility is to make sure the members of their party vote
maladministration / mləd mn
streʃ(ə)n/ noun managing a business or a government organisation in a
bad or dishonest way 쑗 The ombudsman found the council guilty of
maladministration.
malcontent /mlkəntent/ noun
someone who is unhappy or not satisfied with a particular system
manage /mnd/ verb 1. to direct
or to be in charge of a business or organisation 쑗 to manage a department
쑗 to manage a branch office 2. to succeed in doing something 3. to use
money or time successfully
management
/mndmənt/
noun 1. the activity of directing or
running a business 쑗 to study management 쑗 good management or efficient
management 2. a group of managers
or directors
manager /mndə/ noun 1. the
head of a department 2. a person in
charge of a branch or shop 3. a politician who helps in the detailed business
of running a political party or a legislative body 4. US a member of the
House of Representatives or Senate,
elected to represent the chamber in a
conference to discuss differences of
opinion over a bill
mandarin /mndərn/ noun 왍
Whitehall mandarin an important
British civil servant (informal)
mandate /mndet/ noun the authority given to a person or group to
do something for somebody else 쑗 The
government has a mandate from the
people to carry out the plans put forward in its manifesto. (NOTE: In the
maladministration

|

|

malcontent

manage

management

manager

mandarin

mandate

case of a democratic government
the mandate is given by the electors.) 왍 to seek a new mandate to try
to be re-elected to a position 쐽 verb 1.

to give a government the authority to
carry out policies 쑗 The government

has been mandated to revise the tax
system. 2. to give a person authority to
vote for a group 쑗 The delegates were
mandated to vote on behalf of their
membership.
mandatory /mndət(ə)ri/ adjective required by law 쑗 a mandatory
pension provision
mandatory

mandatory

meeting

mandatory meeting

/ mndət(ə)ri mitŋ/ noun a meet-

ing which must be held, or a meeting
which all members have to attend
manhood suffrage /mnhυd
sfrd/ noun the right to vote given
to all adult men
Manifest Destiny /mn fest
destəni/ noun a belief held in the
19th century that the United States
had the God-given right to expand into
and control the whole North American
continent
manifesto / mnfestəυ/ noun a
written public statement of the aims
and policies of a group or party 쑗 The
Labour Party manifesto was published
at the beginning of the election campaign. 쑗 Will the government implement all its manifesto promises?
Mansion House /mnʃən haυs/
noun the official residence of the Lord
Mayor of London
manual /mnjuəl/ noun 1. a book
which explains how a piece of equipment works 2. US a book which explains the organisation and procedures
of the Houses of Congress
Maoism /maυz(ə)m/ noun the
communist ideas developed by Mao
Zedong
manhood suffrage

Manifest Destiny

|

manifesto

|

Mansion House

manual

Maoism

COMMENT: Maoism is different from
Marxism, because it is based on the
wisdom of the people as a whole. Party officials and technical experts can
be criticised if they do not follow the
people’s wishes. Maoists also believe
that Communist principles may be
adapted to different circumstances in
different countries, though the basic
aim of imposing Communism is most
important and is to be achieved by
force if necessary.

Maoist /maυst/ adjective referring
Maoist

to Maoism 쐽 noun a person who follows the ideas taught by Mao Zedong
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Mao Zedong / maυ ze dɒŋ/ noun
Mao Zedong

a dictator (1893–1976) who was
chairman of the People’s Republic of
China form 1949 until his death and
head of the Chinese Communist Party.
He developed Marx’s ideas of communism into Maoism. Also called
Chairman Mao
march /mɑtʃ/ noun a political promarch

test in the form of an organised walk
through the streets by a group of people in support of a cause
marchioness / mɑʃə nes/ noun
the wife or widow of a marquess
marginal /mɑdn(ə)l/ adjective
not very large 쑗 The rate increases had
only a marginal effect on the council’s
loan repayments. 쐽 noun also marmarchioness

|

marginal

ginal constituency or marginal
seat a constituency where the sitting

MP has a small majority 쑗 The swing
in several crucial marginals showed
that the government was going to lose
the election. 쑗 MPs representing marginal seats are worried about the government’s poor showing in the opinion polls.
market /mɑkt/ noun 1. a place
where goods are sold, often in the
open air 2. a place where a product
might be sold or a group of people
who might buy a product 쑗 the home
market 쑗 overseas markets 쑗 We want
to increase our activity in the European Market. 3. the trade or business in
a particular type of goods 쑗 the property market 쑗 the job market 4. the
economic system of buying and selling goods 쑗 We need to let prices find
their market level.
market forces / mɑkt fɔsz/
plural noun economic pressure caused
by free trade and not governed by the
action of the government 쑗 The government decided to stop paying subsidies to the farmers and to leave food
supply to market forces
mark up / mɑk p/ verb 왍 to mark
up a bill US to make changes to a bill
as it goes through committee
marquess /mɑkws/ noun a member of the nobility, the rank below a
market

market forces

mark up

marquess

matter

duke (NOTE: The wife of a marquess
is a marchioness.)

marshal /mɑʃ (ə)l/ noun 1. in some
marshal

US cities, the head of the fire or police
service 2. in some US cities, a law enforcement officer
martial /mɑʃ(ə)l/ adjective relating
to war, fighting or military forces 쑗
martial music
martial law / mɑʃ(ə)l lɔ/ noun the
rule of a country or part of a country
by the army on the orders of the main
government, the ordinary law having
been suspended 쑗 The president imposed or declared martial law in two
provinces. 쑗 The government lifted
martial law.
Martin /mɑtn/, Paul (b. 1938) Canadian prime minister (2003–)
Marx, Karl /mɑks/ noun the German philosopher (1818–83) who lived
most of his life in London and whose
ideas were the inspiration for communism (NOTE: Marx believed that peomartial

martial law

Martin

Marx, Karl

ple all over the world would eventually live in a state of perfect liberation,
free from government, social class
and misleading ideas. Lenin, Stalin
and Mao changed Marx’s ideas in order to maintain themselves as dictators.)
Marxism /mɑks z(ə)m/ noun the
Marxism

|

communist ideas of Karl Marx

Marxism-Leninism
Marxism-Leninism

/ mɑksz(ə)m lennz(ə)m/ noun

Marxism adapted by the inclusion of
Lenin’s ideas that imperialism is the
final stage of capitalism and that the
focus of class struggle should shift
from industrialised to nonindustrialised societies
Marxist /mɑksst/ adjective referring to Marxism 쑗 a Marxist analysis
of economic history 쑗 The book is an
account of Marxist ideology. 쐽 noun a
person who supports the ideas of Karl
Marx
Master of the Rolls / mɑstə əv
ðə rəυlz/ noun the judge who presides over the Court of Appeal
matter /mtə/ noun a problem or
issue to be discussed 쑗 the most imMarxist

Master of the Rolls

matter
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portant matter on the agenda 쑗 We
shall consider first the matter of last
month’s fall in prices. 왍 matter of
concern an issue which causes concern 쐽 verb to be important 쑗 Does it
matter if the staff are paid a day late?
matters arising / mtəz ə razŋ/
plural noun a section in a meeting,
where problems or questions which
refer to items in the minutes of the previous meeting can be discussed
mayor /meə/ noun 1. a person who is
elected by the public as the official in
control of a city, as in London or New
York (NOTE: ‘Mayor’ is also used in
matters arising

|

mayor

English to apply to persons holding
similar positions in other countries:
the Mayor of Berlin; the Mayor of
Paris; the Mayor of New York.) 2. an

honorary title held for a year by a town
councillor who has been elected to the
position by the other councillors. The
Mayor may act as chair of the council
and has a role in civic, social and charitable activities in the town. 왘 쒁 Lord
Mayor
COMMENT: Previously, a mayor was
the head of the elected government of
a town and the head of the majority
party. The mayor’s responsibilities
have now been taken over by the
Council Leader, and the office of mayor is largely ceremonial. It is an honour often given to a long-serving or
distinguished councillor. In Scotland,
a mayor is called a Provost. In the
USA, mayors are elected by popular
vote, and appoint their team to run the
various departments in a city. In 1999
Londoners voted in a referendum to
have a directly-elected mayor with limited powers over transport and police.
Other towns and cities have also been
given the power to have such an official, but only one in three have chosen
to do so after referendums have been
held.

mayoral /meər(ə)l/ noun referring
to a mayor 쑗 mayoral duties
mayoralty /meər(ə)lti/ noun the
position of a mayor
mayoress /meəres/ noun the wife
of a mayor, or another woman chosen
by the mayor as an official partner for
the term of office
mayoral

mayoralty

mayoress

|

/meə mekŋ/
noun a ceremony which takes place at

mayor-making
mayor-making

a council’s Annual Meeting, when the
new mayor is invested with the chain
of office
Mbeki /əmbeki /, Thabo (b. 1942)
president of South Africa (1999–)
McCarthyism
/məkɑθiz(ə)m /
noun the policy of searching for Communists or Communist sympathisers
in the USA in the 1950s (NOTE: SenaMbeki

|

McCarthyism

|

tor Joseph McCarthy was the leading figure on the committee which
questioned Americans, among them
prominent figures from the world of
films and entertainment, about their
political beliefs, and ruined their careers if they showed communist
sympathies.
McCarthyism
was
strongly opposed in the 1950s by
many people in America and thoroughly discredited by the 1960s.)
means of production / minz əv
prədkʃən/ plural noun in Marxism,
means of production

|

the raw materials, machinery and other things needed to manufacture goods
means test /minz test/ noun a
test to see if someone is entitled to
government financial assistance because they have a low income
measure /meə/ noun 1. a way of
calculating size or quantity 2. an action taken to deal with a problem, e.g.
a law passed by Parliament 쑗 a government measure to reduce crime in
the inner cities 쑗 This is one of a series
of measures to be introduced in the
next session of Parliament. 왍 as a precautionary measure to prevent something taking place 쐽 verb 1. to find out
the size or quantity of something 2. 왍
to measure the government’s or the
company’s performance to judge
how well the government or the company is doing
media /midiə/ noun the newspapers, radio and television 쑗 The main
way that people learn about politics
today is through the media.
mediate /midiet/ verb to try to
make the two sides in an argument
come to an agreement 쑗 to mediate bemeans test

measure

media

mediate
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tween the manager and staff 쑗 to mediate in a dispute
mediation / mideʃ(ə)n/ noun an
attempt by a third party to make the
two sides in an argument agree 쑗 The
employers refused an offer of government mediation.
mediatise /midiətaz/ verb to take
control of another country while allowing its ruler to have some part in
governing it
mediator /midiəetə/ noun a person who attempts to make the two
sides in an argument agree
megalomania / meələυmeniə/
noun extreme pleasure in someone’s
own power or importance
megalomaniac
/ meələυ
menik/ adjective, noun a person
who takes extreme pleasure in their
own power and importance
member /membə/ noun 1. a person
who belongs to a group or a society 2.
a Member of Parliament, or a member
of Congress 쑗 the member for Oxford
쑗 the newly elected member for Windsor 3. a person elected to a local council 쑗 The members asked for a report
from the planning officer. 쑗 Officers
must carry out the wishes of members.
4. an organisation or country which
belongs to a group 쑗 the members of
the United Nations 쑗 the member
countries of the European Free Trade
Association 쑗 the member companies
of a trade association
Member of Congress /membə
əv kɒŋres/ noun someone who is
elected to the US Congress, especially
to the House of Representatives
Member of Parliament / membər
əv pɑləmənt/ noun a person elected
to represent the people of an area of
the United Kingdom in parliament.
Abbr MP
mediation

|

mediatise

mediator

megalomania

|

megalomaniac

|

member

Member of Congress

Member of Parliament

COMMENT: Any British subject over 21
is eligible for election as an MP, but
the following are disqualified: peers,
ministers of the Church of Scotland,
persons holding a paid job granted
them by the monarch, judges, civil
servants, bankrupts, people who are

memorandum
insane, and some categories of prisoners.

Member of the European Parliament / membə əv ðə jυərəpiən
Member of the European Parliament

pɑləmənt/ noun a person elected to
represent the people of an area of Europe in the European Parliament. Abbr
MEP

Member of the Northern Ireland Assembly /membə əv ð
Member of the Northern Ireland Assembly

nɔð(ə)n aələnd/ noun a person
elected to represent the people of an
area of Northern Ireland in the devolved representative body. Abbr
MNIA

Member of the Scottish Parliament /membə əv ð skɒtʃ
Member of the Scottish Parliament

pɑləmənt/ noun a person elected to
represent the people of an area of
Scotland in the devolved assembly.
Abbr MSP

Member of the Welsh Assembly /membə əv ð welʃ/ noun a perMember of the Welsh Assembly

son elected to represent the people of
an area of Wales in the devolved representative body. Abbr MWA
Members’ Gallery /membəz
ləri/ noun the seats in the House of
Commons for visitors invited by
Members of Parliament
membership /membəʃp/ noun 1.
the fact of belonging to a group 쑗
membership qualifications 쑗 conditions of membership 쑗 to pay your
membership or your membership fees
쑗 Is Iceland going to apply for membership of the European Union? 2. all
the members of a group 쑗 The membership was asked to vote for the new
president.
Member State /membə stet/
noun one of the countries that is part
of the European Union
memo /meməυ/ noun a short note
memorandum / memərndəm/,
memo /meməυ/ noun 1. a short written statement about a subject from officials to other officials 쑗 a memorandum to all the Chief Officers about the
new arrangements 2. a written communication circulated among diplomats, especially one that summarises
Members’ Gallery

membership

Member State

memo

memorandum

|
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a country’s position on an issue 3. a
written summary of a legal document
4. a memo (formal)
memorial /mmɔriəl/ noun 1. a
written statement of facts presented by
a group of citizens, asking a legislature such as a parliament or town
council to perform some action 2. a
ceremony which is performed in order
to remember an important event or
person, or a building or statue which is
created to remember something or
somebody
Memorial Day /məmɔriəl de/
noun a public holiday in the USA to
remember those who died in wars, celebrated at the end of May
memorialise /mmɔriəlaz/ verb
to present a memorial accompanying a
petition to a person or group in power
memorialist /mmɔriəlst/ noun
someone who writes, supports or
presents a memorial accompanying a
petition
MEP abbreviation Member of the
European Parliament (NOTE: The plumemorial

|

Memorial Day

|

memorialise

|

memorialist

|

metropolis /mtrɒpəls/ noun a
very large town, usually the capital of
a country
metropolitan / metrəpɒlt(ə)n/
adjective referring to a large city
metropolitan county / metrə
pɒlt(ə)n kaυnti/ noun in England,
any of the six large urban administrative units that existed in the system of
local government in force between
1974 and 1986
metropolitan district / metrə
pɒlt(ə)n dstrkt/ noun in England,
any of the principal units of local government that used to be metropolitan
counties, each with an elected council
metropolis

|

metropolitan

|

metropolitan county

|

metropolitan district

|

Metropolitan District Council
Metropolitan District Council

/ metrəpɒlt(ə)n
dstrkt
kaυns(ə)l/ noun in England and

Wales, a large administrative area covering an urban area

Metropolitan

/ metrəpɒlt(ə)n pəlis/ noun the po|

lice force of Greater London

COMMENT: The higher ranks in the
Metropolitan Police are Deputy Assistant
Commissioner,
Assistant
Commissioner, and Commissioner.

MEP

ral is MEPs.)

Metropolitan Police Commissioner / metrəpɒlt(ə)n pə lis kə
Metropolitan Police Commissioner

mercenary /m#s(ə)n(ə)ri/ noun a
mercenary

soldier who fights for a foreign country for money
meritocracy / mertɒkrəsi/ noun a
society where people of ability have
higher status than people of inherited
wealth and good birth
merit system /mert sstəm/
noun in the USA, the way in which
the majority of civil servants and appointments to the federal bureaucracy
are permanent specialists who win
their jobs by a competitive selection
process (NOTE: Most of the important
meritocracy

|

merit system

figures in the federal bureaucracy
are appointed by the spoils system,
which means they are temporary appointments made by the incoming
President.)
mesocracy /mezɒkrəsi/ noun a
mesocracy

|

society governed by the middle class
Met /met/ abbreviation Metropolitan
Police
Met

Police

Metropolitan Police

|

|

mʃ(ə)nə/ noun the head of the Metropolitan Police
MFN abbreviation most-favoured nation
MHA abbreviation Member of the
House of Assembly
MI5, MI6 noun the British government intelligence agencies (NOTE:
The US equivalent is the Central Intelligence Agency.)
MFN

MHA

MI5

COMMENT: MI5 (or the Security Service) is concerned with national security, in particular counter-terrorism and
counter-espionage. MI6 (or the Secret
Intelligence Service) is concerned
with obtaining information about other
countries which may be of use to the
government’s defence, security, economic and foreign services.

America /md(ə)l ə
merkə/ noun a section of the middle
class in the United States regarded as
politically conservative with traditional social and moral values
Middle
Middle America

|
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Middle East /md(ə)l ist/ noun

Minister-President

Middle East

Min.

countries to the east of Egypt and west
of Pakistan
Middle
England
/ md(ə)l
ŋlənd/ noun a section of the middle
class in England regarded as politically conservative with traditional social
and moral values
middle-of-the-road / md(ə)l əv
ðə rəυd/ adjective not extreme
(informal) 쑗 middle-of-the-road political opinions
midterm / midt#m/ adjective relating to the middle of a term of office
militant /mltənt/ adjective, noun
very actively supporting and working
for a cause 쑗 The speaker was shouted
down by militant environmental campaigners.
Militant Tendency /mltənt
tendənsi/ noun a former Trotskyite
faction of the Labour Party, active in
the 1970s and 1980s
militarise /mltəraz/ verb to
greatly strengthen a country’s armed
forces
militarism /mltərz(ə)m/ noun 1.
strong influence or control by military
leaders on the government or policies
of a country or state 2. a government
policy of greatly strengthening a
country’s armed forces
military /mlt(ə)ri/ adjective referring to the armed services 왍 a period
of military rule government by the
army 쑗 The country was ruled by a
military government for nine years. 쑗
The military dictatorship has agreed
to return to civilian rule next year. 쐽
noun 왍 the Military the Army
military attaché / mlt(ə)ri ə
tʃe/ noun an army officer who
works in an embassy and reports on
military affairs to his or her home government
Mill, John Stuart /ml/ noun the
British philosopher (1806–73) whose
best known work of political philosophy is On Liberty (NOTE: Mill argued

istry

Middle England

middle-of-the-road

midterm

|

militant

Militant Tendency

militarise

militarism

military

military attaché

|

Mill, John Stuart

that people should be free to do anything they liked as long as it did not
harm others.)

Min. abbreviation 1. Minister 2. Minminibudget / mnibdt/ noun a
minibudget

|

statement of the government’s financial position and plans made at some
point before the main annual budget
minimum
wage
/ mnməm
wed/ noun the lowest hourly wage
which a company can legally pay its
workers, set at a rate decided by the
government
minister /mnstə/ noun a senior
diplomat below the rank of ambassador
minimum wage

minister

Minister

Minister, Minister of the Crown
noun a member of a government who
is in charge of a department 쑗 a government minister 쑗 the Minister of Information or the Information Minister
쑗 the Minister of Foreign Affairs or the
Foreign Minister 쑗 the Minister of Justice or the Justice Minister
COMMENT:

In the USA, heads of government departments have the title of
secretary: the Secretary for Commerce; in the UK, ministers in charge
of government departments have the
title of Secretary of State: the Secretary of State for Defence.

Minister for the Civil Service

Minister for the Civil Service
/mnstə fə ð sv(ə)l s#vs/ noun

a former British government post,
now combined with that of Prime
Minister
ministerial / mnstəriəl/ adjective referring to a minister 쑗 ministerial responsibilities 쑗 The ministerial
car was waiting at the airport.
ministerial tribunal / mnstəriəl
trabjun(ə)l/ noun a sort of court set
up by a government minister to hear
appeals from local courts of a similar
sort
Minister of State / mnstə əv
stet/ noun a member of a government who is in charge of a section of a
government department. Also called
ministerial

|

ministerial tribunal

|

Minister of State

junior minister, Under-Secretary
of State
Minister-President
/mnstə
prezdənt/ noun in Germany, the tiMinister-President

tle of the premier in a Land
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Portfolio

/ mnstə w ðaυt pɔtfəυliəυ/ noun
|

|

a minister who does not have responsibility for any particular department
ministry /mnstri/ noun 1. a department of state in the government 쑗
a ministry official or an official from
the ministry 쑗 She works in the Ministry of Finance or the Finance Ministry.
쑗 He is in charge of the Ministry of Information or of the Information Ministry. (NOTE: In Britain and the USA,
ministry

important ministries are called departments: the Department of
Trade; the Commerce Department.)
2. a government 왍 during the Wilson

ministry when the government headed by Prime Minister Wilson was in
office
Ministry of Defence / mnstri əv
dfens/ noun a government department in charge of the armed forces
Ministry of Defence

|

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
/ mnstri əv fɒrn əfeəz/ noun a
|

government department dealing with a
country’s relations with other countries (NOTE: The UK equivalent is the
Foreign Office and the US equivalent is the State Department.)
minor /manə/ noun a person less
minor

minoritarianism

minority

|

minority government

|

minority leader

|

minority report

|

|

minority whip

|

minute

than eighteen years old 쑗 Minors cannot vote in a general election.
minoritarianism
/ma nɒr
teəriən(ə)m/ noun support for or
political action on behalf of a minority
minority /manɒrti/ noun 1. a
number or quantity which is less than
half of the total 쑗 A minority of council
members opposed the chairman. 쑗
Only a small minority of football supporters get involved in violence. 왍 in
the minority being fewer than half 쑗
the small parties are in the minority on
the local council 2. a small group of
people who differ in some way from a
large group 쑗 It’s only a minority of
the supporters who are violent and
causing trouble. 3. a part of a society
that differs from the rest of it in some
way, especially in ethnic background,
religion or culture 4. being less than
eighteen years old, or the time when
|

someone is less than eighteen years
old 쑗 A person is not liable for debts
contracted during minority.
minority government /ma nɒrti
v(ə)nmənt/ noun a government
which does not have majority over all
other groups in the House of Commons
minority leader /ma nɒrti lidə/
noun US the person who speaks for
the minority party in the House or
Senate, elected by other members of
the party
minority report /ma nɒrti r
pɔt/ noun a statement of their views
made by a small number of people
who hold an opposing view from the
rest of the group asked to consider
something 쑗 Two of the members of
the Royal Commission disagreed with
the others and submitted a minority
report.
minority whip /ma nɒrti wp/
noun US one of the assistants to minority leaders in the House or Senate,
whose responsibility is to make sure
the members of their party vote
minute /mnt/ noun a note or document about a subject 쑗 Have you read
his minute about the report? I have
asked the Chief Education Officer to
prepare a minute about the discussions. 쐽 verb to put something into the
record of a meeting 쑗 The chairman’s
remarks about the auditors were minuted.
minutebook /mntbɒk/ noun a
book in which the minutes of a meeting are kept
miscellaneous /msəleniəs/ adjective not all of the same sort 쑗 miscellaneous items 쑗 a box of miscellaneous pieces of equipment 쑗 miscellaneous expenditure
miscount noun /mskaυnt/ a mistake in counting 쐽 verb /mskaυnt/ to
make a mistake in counting 쑗 The
votes were miscounted, so the ballot
had to be taken again.
misgovern /msv(ə)n/ verb to
govern badly

|

minutebook

miscellaneous

|

miscount

|

misgovern

|
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/ms
v(ə)nmənt / noun bad government
misinterpret / msnt#prt/ verb
to understand something wrongly 쑗
The protestors misinterpreted the instructions of the police.
misinterpretation / msn t#pr
teʃ(ə)n/ noun a wrong understanding of something 왍 clause which is
open to misinterpretation a clause
which can be wrongly interpreted
mislead /mslid/ verb to make
someone
understand
something
wrongly 쑗 The instructions in the document are quite misleading. 쑗 The
wording of the Bill is misleading and
needs to be clarified. 쑗 The minister
misled the House in his statement on
the affair.
misrepresent
/ msreprzent /
verb to report facts or statements or
opinions wrongly 쑗 The Minister complained that the TV news report had
misrepresented him.
misrepresentation
/ ms
reprzenteʃ(ə)n/ noun a wrong
statement, especially in order to trick
someone
misrule /msrul/ noun bad government 쑗 13 years of misrule
mission /mʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a special
purpose for which someone is sent
somewhere 쑗 Her mission was to try to
persuade the rebels to accept the government’s terms. 2. an important plan
or goal 쑗 a mission to end child poverty 왍 mission in life a personal goal 쑗 It
was her mission in life to see a Labour
MP elected for her constituency for
the first time. 3. a group of people who
visit another country for a special purpose, generally on government or official business 쑗 a trade mission to Japan 쑗 The members of the government
mission are staying in the embassy. 4.
an embassy or consulate or building
where representatives of a foreign
country work 쑗 The crowd gathered
outside the gates of the British Mission.
misunderstanding
/ msndə
stndŋ/ noun a mistake 쑗 There was

misgovernment
misgovernment

|

misinterpret

|

misinterpretation

|

|

mislead

|

misrepresent

|

misrepresentation

|

|

misrule

|

mission

misunderstanding

|

moderation

a misunderstanding over the date of
the next meeting.
MLA abbreviation Member of the
Legislative Assembly
MMP abbreviation Mixed Member
Proportional
MNA abbreviation Member of the
National Assembly (of Quebec)
MNIA abbreviation Member of the
Northern Ireland Assembly
mob /mɒb/ noun 1. a large violent
crowd 쑗 The embassy was burned
down by a mob of students. 쑗 The police fired on the mob of demonstrators.
2. (old) the lower classes of society
mobilise /məυblaz/, mobilize
verb 1. to get the armed forces ready
for war 2. to encourage people to take
decisions or protest about something 쑗
The opposition is trying to mobilise
public opinion against the draft legislation.
mobocracy /mɒbɒkrəsi / noun 1.
political control exercised by a mob 2.
a place where a mob has political control
mob rule / mɒb rul/ noun 1. the
rule of a town or country by an angry
crowd or by the lower classes 2. (old)
rule by the lower classes of society
MoD abbreviation Ministry of Defence
moderate /mɒd(ə)rət/ adjective
not extreme or not very large 쑗 a moderate increase in government spending 쑗 She holds very moderate political views. 쑗 We had only moderate
success in our negotiations. 쐽 noun a
person with moderate ideas or opinions 쑗 The moderates were defeated
by the extremists. 쐽 verb to make
something less extreme 쑗 The rebels
were forced to moderate their demands.
moderation / mɒdə reʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. the avoidance of extremes or becoming less extreme 쑗 The negotiators
practised moderation in their dealings
with the enemy. 2. a reduction 쑗 a
moderation in the speed of political
change
MLA

MMP

MNA

MNIA

mob

mobilise

mobocracy

|

mob rule

MoD

moderate

moderation

|
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Committee

Modernisation Committee

/ mɒdənazeʃ(ə)n kə mti/ noun a
|

|

Select Committee of the House of
Commons set up 1997 to recommend
changes in the practices and procedures of the House to meet modern
standards
modus vivendi / məυdəs v
vendi/ Latin phrase meaning ‘way
of living’, an informal agreement between parties to exist peacefully together 쑗 After years of confrontation,
they finally have achieved a modus
vivendi.
mole /məυl/ noun someone who
anonymously reveals sensitive information about the organisation they
work for
monarch /mɒnək/ noun a royal ruler of a country, e.g. a king, queen or
emperor
monarchic /mɒnɑkk(ə)l/, monarchical adjective referring to or in
favour of a monarchy
monarchism
/mɒnəkz(ə)m/
noun 1. the belief in monarchy as a
system of government 2. the system of
government in which a monarch has
power
monarchist /mɒnəkst/ noun a
person who supports or believes in
rule by a monarch
monarchy /mɒnəki/ noun 1. rule
by a king or queen 쑗 The monarchy
was overthrown in the revolution, and
the king replaced by a president. 2. a
country ruled by a king or queen 쑗
Belgium, Sweden and Britain are
monarchies.
Monday Club /mnde klb/ noun
a club for right-wing members and
supporters of the Conservative Party
in Britain (NOTE: Their first meetings
modus vivendi

|

mole

monarch

monarchic

|

monarchism

monarchist

monarchy

Monday Club

were held at lunchtime on Mondays.)

money /mni/ noun coins or bank
money

notes

Money Bill /mni bl/ noun 1. a
Bill which authorises expenditure
from the Exchequer 2. a Bill which
authorises the levy of taxes
money market /mni mɑkt/
noun the business of lending and borMoney Bill

money market

rowing money carried on by the banks
and other financial institutions
money supply /mni sə pla/
noun the amount of money which exists in a country
monocracy /mɒnɒkrəsi/ noun a
form of government in which one person rules alone
money supply

|

monocracy

|

Monopolies Commission, MoMonopolies Commission

nopolies and Mergers Commission noun the British body which ex-

amines takeovers of one company by
another, and mergers between companies to make sure that a monopoly is
not being created
monopolisation
/mə nɒpəla
zeʃ(ə)n/, monopolization noun
complete control of the trade in particular goods or services
monopoly /mənɒpəli/ noun a situation where one person or company
has the complete control of trade in
particular goods or the supply of a particular service 쑗 to have the monopoly
of alcohol sales or to have the alcohol
monopoly 쑗 The company has the absolute monopoly of imports of French
wine. (NOTE: A more common US
monopolisation

|

|

monopoly

|

term is trust.)

doctrine
/mnrəυ
dɒktrn/ noun US the principle that
the USA has an interest in preventing
outside interference in the internal affairs of American states, especially
from Europe (NOTE: So called because it was first proposed by President Monroe in 1823.)
moral majority /mɒrəl mə
dɒrti/ noun in the USA, a group of
people with conservative Christian beliefs and political opinions
moratorium / mɒrətɔriəm/ noun
a temporary stop to an activity, especially by official agreement 쑗 The
Conference called for a moratorium
on killing seals. (NOTE: The plural is
moratoria.)
morning hour /mɔnŋ aυə/ noun
US the period at the beginning of each
day’s sitting of Congress, when members can make a short speech on any
topic they choose
Monroe
Monroe doctrine

|

moral majority

|

moratorium

|

morning hour
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most-favoured nation / məυst
most-favoured nation

fevəd neʃ(ə)n/ noun a country
which is given the best trade terms by
another country. Abbr MFN 왍 mostfavoured-nation clause an agreement
between two countries that each will
offer the other the best possible terms
in commercial contracts
Mother of Parliaments / mðə əv
pɑləmənts/ noun the British Parliament at Westminster
motion /məυʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a proposal which will be put to a meeting
for that meeting to vote on, e.g. a proposal to the House of Commons or
Congress 쑗 to propose or to move a
motion 쑗 to speak against or for a motion 쑗 The meeting voted on the motion. 쒁 subsidiary motion, substantive motion 왍 the motion was carried or defeated by 220 votes to 196
the motion was approved or not approved 왍 to table a motion to put forward a proposal for discussion 왍 motion to suspend the rules a motion to
speed up the passage of a bill, by limiting debate on it and not allowing any
amendments 왍 motion to reconsider
a vote a motion at the end of a discussion of any bill, but especially one
passed with a close vote, so that a second vote has to be taken to settle the
matter 2. an application to a judge in
court, asking for an order in favour of
the person making the application
move /muv/ verb to ask a meeting to
vote on a proposal 쑗 She moved the
proposal for new street lighting. 쑗 He
moved that the accounts be agreed. 쑗 I
move that the meeting adjourn for ten
minutes. (NOTE: The US term is
move for: Congressman Smith
moved for a measure to be considered.) 왍 to move the previous question to propose that the previous motion should be discussed again, so that
the debate on the current question is
dropped
movement /muvmənt/ noun 1. a
change, especially an improvement 쑗
movements in the money markets 쑗 cyclical movements of trade 2. a group
of people working towards the same
Mother of Parliaments

motion

move

movement

multiparty

aim, though not necessarily members
of a political party 쑗 the British Labour Movement 쑗 He was the founder
of the movement for the reunification
of his country. 3. the process of changing place or position 쑗 free movement
of labour 4. a part of a military operation 쑗 The satellites observed troop
movements. 쑗 The forces closed in on
two sides in a pincer movement.
mover /muvə/ noun a person who
proposes a motion 쑗 The mover of this
resolution has said that it is a matter
of public safety. 왍 movers and shakers the people who are powerful or influential in making things happen
MP /em pi/ abbreviation Member
of Parliament or military police
mover

MP

(NOTE: The plural is MPs.)
MSP abbreviation Member of the
Scottish Parliament (NOTE: The plural
is MSPs.)
multilateral / mltilt(ə)rəl/ adjective involving more than two counMSP

multilateral

|

tries, people or groups
nuclear disarmament

쑗

multilateral

/ mlti
lt(ə)rəlz(ə)m/ noun the belief that
a policy should only be followed by
several countries acting together
multilaterally / mltilt(ə)rəli/
adverb between more than two parties
or countries 쑗 The group of western
nations agreed multilaterally to reduce import tariffs.

multilateralism
multilateralism

|

multilaterally

|

multilateral nuclear disarmament

multilateral nuclear disarmament / mltilt(ə)rəl njukliə ds
|

|

ɑməmənt/ noun an agreement between several countries to stop making or holding nuclear weapons
multinational / mltinʃ(ə)nəl/
adjective referring to several countries 쑗 a multinational peacekeeping
force 쐽 noun a large company operating in several countries
multipartite / mltipɑtat/ adjective involving more than two political
parties or countries
multiparty / mltipɑti/ adjective
where several political parties exist in
the same country 쑗 a multiparty demultinational

|

multipartite

|

multiparty

|

GovtPol.fm Page 156 Tuesday, July 13, 2004 7:51 PM

multiple voting

156

mocracy 쑗 Multiparty elections will be
held next year.
multiple
voting /mltp(ə)l
vəυtŋ/ noun the illegal practice of
voting in more than one constituency
in an election
multiracialism
/ mlti
reʃ(ə)lz(ə)m/ noun the practice of
fully including people of various ethnic groups in all aspects of a society
municipal /mjunsp(ə)l/ adjective referring to a town which has its
own local government 쑗 The finance
department supervises the collection
of municipal taxes. 쑗 She works in the
municipal offices.
municipal bond /mju nsp(ə)l
bɒnd/ noun a financial investment offered by a city or other local government to the general public, usually to
pay for improvements to public facilities
municipalise
/mjunspəlaz /
verb 1. to bring something such as a
public service or area of land under
multiple voting

multiracialism

|

municipal

|

municipal bond

|

municipalise

|

the control of a city or other locally
governed area 2. to give a city or other
area responsibility for government in
local matters
municipality
/mju nsplti/
noun a town or city with its own local
government
municipal law /mjunsp(ə)l lɔ/
noun law which is in operation within
a state. Compare international law
mutineer / mjutnə/ noun a person who takes part in a mutiny
mutinous /mjutnəs/ adjective
likely to disobey orders 쑗 mutinous
backbenchers
mutiny /mjutni/ noun the refusal
to obey the orders of somebody in a
position of authority such as the officers in the army or navy 쐽 verb to
refuse to obey the orders of somebody
in authority
MWA abbreviation Member of the
Welsh Assembly (NOTE: The plural is
municipality

|

municipal law

|

mutineer

|

mutinous

mutiny

MWA

MWAs.)

|
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NAFTA /nftə / abbreviation North
NAFTA

American Free Trade Agreement
NALGO abbreviation National Association of Local Government Officers
name /nem/ verb to refer formally
by name to a Member of Parliament
who has behaved in a way regarded as
unsuitable, which leads to that MP being unable to enter the House of Commons for a period as a punishment 쑗
The Secretary of State was named in
the divorce case.
nanny state /nni stet/ noun a
system of government which provides
everything for the citizens and tells the
citizens how they should behave
Nat /nt/ noun a member of the National Party in Australia or New Zealand, or of the former National Party
in South Africa, or a member of parliament belonging to the National Party
nation /neʃ(ə)n/ noun a country
and the people living in it. 쒁 nation
NALGO

name

nanny state

Nat

nation

state

national /nʃ(ə)nəl/ adjective renational

ferring to a particular country 쐽 noun
a person who is a citizen of a state
national accounts / nʃ(ə)nəl ə
kaυnts/ plural noun the record of a
country’s finances
National Anthem / nʃ(ə)nəl
nθəm/ noun a piece of music, usually with words which are sung to it,
which is used to represent the nation
officially and is played at official ceremonies
National Assembly / nʃ(ə)nəl ə
sembli/ noun the lower body of the
legislature in many countries, including Benin, Botswana, Bulgaria, Burkinational accounts

|

National Anthem

National Assembly

|

na Faso, Cambodia, Central African
Republic, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Cuba, Equatorial Guinea, France, Gabon,
Guyana, Hungary, Kenya, South Korea, Kuwait, Laos, Lesotho, Mauritania, Mauritius, Namibia, Nicaragua,
Pakistan, Quebec, Senegal, Seychelles, South Africa, Tanzania, Thailand, Togo and Vietnam

National Assembly for Wales
National Assembly for Wales

/ nʃ(ə)nəl ə sembli fə welz/ noun
|

|

the devolved government for Wales,
made up of elected members, with the
power to introduce secondary legislation in areas such as health and education in Wales
National Audit Office / nʃ(ə)nəl
ɔdt ɒfs/ noun an independent
body, headed by the Comptroller and
Auditor-General, which examines the
accounts of government departments
National Congress /nʃ(ə)nəl
kɒŋres/ noun the legislature in Ecuador and Venezuela
National Council /nʃ(ə)nəl
kaυns(ə)l/ noun the upper house of
the legislature in Namibia, Nepal and
Slovakia
National Front /nʃ(ə)nəl frnt/
noun a right-wing political group with
racist opinions
National Guard /nʃ(ə)nəl ɑd/
noun in the USA, the state militia or
volunteer army which can be called on
to act on the orders of the federal government
National Guardsman / nʃ(ə)nəl
ɑdzmən/ noun US in the USA, a
member of the National Guard
National Audit Office

National Congress

National Council

National Front

National Guard

National Guardsman

National
National Health Service

Health

Service

/ nʃ(ə)nəl helθ s#vs/ noun a Brit-

ish organisation which provides medi-
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cal services free of charge or at a low
cost, to the whole population. Abbr
NHS

National Party / nʃ(ə)nəl pɑti/
National Party

noun a political party representing the
interests of the nation

National Party of Australia

National Institutes of Health

National Party of Australia

/ nʃ(ə)nəl nsttjuts əv helθ/
noun an agency of the US federal gov-

/nʃ(ə)nəl pɑti əv ɒstreliə / noun

National Institutes of Health

ernment that conducts and supports
medical research and programmes designed to improve people’s health.
Abbr NIH
National Insurance / nʃ(ə)nəl
nʃυərəns/ noun a British tax on income which pays for medical care,
hospitals and unemployment benefits
National Insurance

|

National Insurance contributions

National Insurance contributions
/ nʃ(ə)nəl
nʃυərəns
|

kɒntrbjuʃ(ə)nz/ plural noun money paid both by an employee and an
employer to the National Insurance
system
nationalisation
/ nʃ(ə)nəla
zeʃ(ə)n/, nationalization noun the
act of taking control of a private industry by the state
nationalise /nʃ(ə)nəlaz/, nationalize verb to put a private industry under state ownership and control
nationalised industry / nʃ(ə)nə
lazd ndəstri/ noun a company
which was once privately owned, but
now belongs to the state
nationalism /nʃ(ə)nə lz(ə)m/
noun 1. the desire for political independence by people who have the
same culture 쑗 Basque nationalism 2.
the feeling of great pride in one’s
country
nationalist /nʃ(ə)nəlst/ noun 1.
a person who wants his or her ethnic
group or country to be politically independent 쑗 a Welsh nationalist 쑗 the
Scottish Nationalist Party 2. a person
who is very proud of his or her country
or feels it is better than other countries
nationality / nʃənlti/ noun the
legal state of being the citizen of a
country 왍 he is of United Kingdom
nationality he is a citizen of the United Kingdom 왍 he has dual nationality he is a citizen of two countries at
the same time
nationalisation

|

nationalise

nationalised industry

|

nationalism

|

nationalist

nationality

|

|

in Australia, a conservative political
party that has usually formed a coalition with the Liberal Party of Australia

National People’s Congress
National People’s Congress

/ nʃ(ə)nəl pipəlz kɒŋres/ noun

the legislature in China
Nationalrat / nʃənɑlrt/ noun
1. the lower house of the legislature in
Austria 2. the lower house of the federal legislature in Switzerland
Nationalrat

|

National
National Security Council

Security

Council

/nʃ(ə)nəl skjυərəti kaυns(ə)l/
noun in the United States, a council
|

that decides on policies designed to
maintain national security, consisting
of the president, the secretary of state,
the national security adviser, and senior military and intelligence officers.
Abbr NSC
national socialism /nʃ(ə)nəl
səυʃəlz(ə)m/ noun the ideology of
the German Nazi Party, including national expansion, totalitarian government and racial purity
national socialism

National
National Socialist Party

Socialist

Party

/ nʃ(ə)nəl səυʃəlst pɑti/ noun a

political party founded in Germany in
1919 and led by Adolf Hitler. Also
called Nazi Party

National
National State Assembly

State

Assembly

/ nʃ(ə)nəl stet əsembli/ noun the
|

legislature in Sri Lanka

National Union of Civil and
Public Servants /nʃ(ə)nəl
National Union of Civil and Public Servants

junjən əv sv(ə)l ən pblk/ noun
a trade union representing civil servants replaced by the Public Services,
Tax and Commerce Union. Abbr
NUCPS
Nation of Islam /neʃ(ə)n əv
zlɑm/ noun a movement of African
Americans who follow Islam and believe that Black Americans have Islamic origins. Abbr NoI
nation state /neʃ(ə)n stet/ noun
a country which is an independent political unit, usually formed of people
Nation of Islam

nation state
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with the same language and traditions
쑗 The 19th century saw the rise of
many European nation states.
nationwide
/ nʃ(ə)nə lazd
ndəstri/ adjective, adverb across
the whole of a country 쑗 A nationwide
opinion poll suggested that the Opposition is losing support in marginal
constituencies. 쑗 They’re gaining
ground nationwide.
native /netv/ noun 1. a person
who comes originally from a place or
was born there 쑗 She lives in London,
but she is a native of Denmark. 2. an
original inhabitant of a colony (offensive) 쑗 The colonists captured the natives and sold them into slavery. 3. 왍
to go native to cease to represent the
interests of the United Kingdom, and
instead to start to believe in the policies of the country where you are
working (of officials)
native land /netv lnd/ noun the
country where someone was born
nativism /netvz(ə)m/ noun 1. a
policy, especially in the United States,
of favouring the interests of native citizens of a country over those of immigrants 2. a policy of protecting traditional and local cultures
NATO /netəυ/ abbreviation North
Atlantic Treaty Organization
natural-born subject / ntʃ(ə)rəl
bɔn sbdkt/ noun formerly, a person born in the UK or a Commonwealth country who was a British citizen by birth
naturalisation
/ ntʃ(ə)rəla
zeʃ(ə)n/, naturalization noun the
granting of the citizenship of a state to
someone who has come into the country from abroad 쑗 She has applied for
naturalisation. 쑗 You must fill in the
naturalisation papers.
naturalise /ntʃ(ə)rəlaz /, naturalize verb to make someone a citizen
of another country
naturalised /ntʃ(ə)rəlazd /, naturalized adjective having become a
citizen of another country 쑗 He is a
naturalised American citizen.
nationwide

|

native

native land

nativism

NATO

natural-born subject

naturalisation

|

naturalise

naturalised

neighbour

natural right / ntʃ(ə)rəl rat/
natural right

noun a freedom which people ought to
enjoy to have something or do something, and which is thought to be theirs
simply because they are human beings
Nazi /nɑtsi/ noun a person who was
a member of the Nazi Party
Nazi Party /nɑtsi pɑti/ noun
same as National Socialist Party
Nazism /nɑtsz(ə)m/ noun the belief in racist and nationalist ideas and
support for authoritarian government
NDPB abbreviation non-departmental public body
Near East /nə ist / noun the countries at the eastern end of the Mediterranean (NOTE: Now often called the
Nazi

Nazi Party

Nazism

NDPB

Near East

Middle East.)

negative instrument /neətv
negative instrument

nstrυmənt/ noun a form of Statutory Instrument which can be over-ruled
by either House of Parliament
negotiate /nəυʃiet/ verb 왍 to
negotiate with someone to discuss a
problem formally with someone, so as
to reach an agreement 쑗 The management refused to negotiate with the union.
negotiating
committee /n
əυʃietŋ kə mti/ noun a group of
representatives of management who
discuss pay and hours of work with
representatives of the workers
negotiation
/n əυʃieʃ(ə)n/
noun a discussion between two people
or two groups who disagree, intended
to reach an agreement between them 왍
to enter into negotiations, to start
negotiations to start discussing a
problem 왍 to resume negotiations to
start discussing a problem again, after
talks have stopped for a time 왍 to
break off negotiations to refuse to go
on discussing a problem 왍 to conduct
negotiations to negotiate
negotiator /nəυʃietə / noun a
person who tries to reach an agreement with someone
neighbour /nebə/, neighbouring
state noun a country which is next to
another, sharing a common border
negotiate

|

negotiating committee

|

|

negotiation

|

negotiator

|

neighbour

|
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(NOTE: The US spelling is neighbor
or neighboring state.)
nemine contradicente / nemne
kɒntrdsente/, nem con / nem
kɒn/ Latin phrase meaning ‘with no
nemine contradicente

|

one speaking against something’: a
phrase used to show that no one spoke
against the proposal, although some
may have abstained in the vote 쑗 The
motion was adopted nem con. Compare unanimous
neo- /niəυ/ prefix meaning ‘new’ or
‘in a new form’ 쑗 a neo-fascist movement 쑗 a neo-Nazi organisation
neocolonialism
/ niəυkə
ləυniəlz(ə)m/ noun a policy by
which a strong country tries to influence or control weaker countries
which are independent
neocon /niəυkɒn/ noun US same
as neoconservative
neoconservative
/ niəυkən
s#vətv/ noun someone who began
to support conservative policies in the
mid-1980s as a reaction to the social
changes of the 1960s-70s
neofascism
/ niəυfʃz(ə)m/
noun 1. modern support for Fascist
beliefs 2. the beliefs of white groups
or movements that hold racist views,
especially those involved in violence
towards non-white people
neofascist / niəυfʃst/ adjective
relating to neofascism 쐽 noun someone who has Fascist or white racist
opinions
neo-Nazi / niəυ nɑtsi/ noun 1.
someone who supports Nazi beliefs 2.
a white person who has racist views,
especially one involved in violence towards non-white people
net gain / net en / noun the total
number of seats gained in an election
after subtracting the number of seats
lost 쑗 The government lost twenty
seats and gained thirty one, making a
net gain of eleven.
neutral /njutrəl/ adjective 1. not
taking sides in a dispute 쑗 The conference agreed to refer the dispute to a
neutral power. 쑗 The UN sent in neutral observers to observe the elections.
neo-

neocolonialism

|

neocon

neoconservative

|

neofascism

|

neofascist

|

neo-Nazi

|

net gain

neutral

2. referring to a country which refuses
to take part in wars or which does not
join in a war 쑗 During the Second
World War, Switzerland and Sweden
remained neutral. 쑗 The navy was accused of having attacked neutral shipping. 쑗 Neutral states in the area have
tried to bring an end to the war. 쐽
noun a country which is neutral
neutralism /njutrəlz(ə)m/ noun
a policy of being neutral
neutrality /njutrlti/ noun being
neutral
neverendum / nevərendəm/ noun
1. the practice of holding of referendums on the same subject on many occasions 2. a referendum on a subject
on which there have been referendums
before
New Democratic Party /nju
deməkrtk pɑti/ noun one of the
main political parties in Canada, representing the interests of the working
class
New Labour / nju lebə/ noun the
British Labour Party as it has developed since 1995, abandoning the principle of state ownership and moving
towards a greater acceptance of a freemarket economy
New Left / nju left/ noun a political movement, mainly among students
and intellectuals in the United States
and Europe during the 1960s and
1970s, that wanted radical social and
economic change
New National Party / nju
nʃ(ə)nəl pɑti/ noun in South Africa, a political party formed in 1998
when the National Party changed its
name to distance itself from its apartheid policies in the past
New Right / nju rat/ noun a conservative political movement that developed in the United States during
the late 1960s, with a commitment to
established religion, patriotism, and
less control from government
news agency /njuz edənsi/
noun an office which distributes news
to newspapers and television companies
neutralism

neutrality

|

neverendum

|

New Democratic Party

|

New Labour

New Left

New National Party

New Right

news agency
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newspeak /njuspik/ noun lannewspeak

guage that is designed to conceal the
truth, especially when used by bureaucrats and politicians
NF abbreviation National Front
NGO abbreviation non-governmental organization
NIC / en a si/ abbreviation National Insurance contributions
nihilism /nahlz(ə)m/ noun 1. the
general rejection of accepted social
practices and beliefs 2. the belief that
all authority is corrupt and must be rejected in order to establish a just society
Nimbyism /nmbiz(ə)m/ noun the
practice of objecting to something
such as a road, airport or housing being developed near where someone
lives (NOTE: Nimby stands for ‘not in
NF

NGO

NIC

nihilism

Nimbyism

my backyard’.)
NIO abbreviation Northern Ireland
NIO

Office

NLF abbreviation National LiberaNLF

tion Front
no /nəυ/ noun in the House of Commons, a vote against a motion 쑗 The
proposal received a resounding ‘No’
vote. 왍 the No lobby, the Noes lobby
the room in the House of Commons
which MPs pass through when they
vote against a motion 왍 the Noes have
it the announcement that a motion has
been defeated
no

No. 10 Downing Street, No. 10 쏡
No. 10 Downing Street

Number 10

No. 11 Downing Street, No. 11 쏡
No. 11 Downing Street

Number 11
nobility /nəυblti/ noun all noble
nobility

|

families, taken as a group
noble /nəυb(ə)l/ noun a person
from a family which has been given a
title such as lord
nobleman /nəυb(ə)lmən/, noblewoman /nəυb(ə)lwυmən/ noun a
person who has a title such as lord or
duchess
nod /nɒd/ verb to move the head forwards to show agreement 쑗 When the
chairman asked her if she would head
the subcommittee, the treasurer nodnoble

nobleman

nod

nominee

ded. 왍 the proposal went through on
the nod the motion was carried without any discussion and no formal vote
왍 to nod through to agree that an
MP’s vote is recorded, even if he or
she has not personally gone through
the voting lobby, e.g. when an MP is
present in the Houses of Parliament
but is too ill to go into the chamber
no-fly zone /nəυ fla zəυn/ noun
an area of sky which the military forces of other countries are ordered not to
use. 쒁 exclusion zone
NoI abbreviation Nation of Islam
Nolan Committee /nəυlən kə
mti/ noun same as Committee on
no-fly zone

NoI

Nolan Committee

|

Standards in Public Life

nomenklatura noun 1. in Communomenklatura

nist governments, the class consisting
of the people holding positions of authority in the bureaucracy 2. in Communist countries, the system for appointing people to senior positions in
the bureaucracy, controlled by committees in the Communist Party
nominate /nɒmnet/ verb to suggest someone or name someone for a
job 쑗 She was nominated as Labour
candidate. 왍 to nominate someone to
a post to appoint someone to a post
without an election 왍 to nominate
someone as proxy to name someone
to act for you, especially in a vote
nomination / nɒmneʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. the act of suggesting or naming
someone for a job 쑗 He was proposed
for nomination as Labour candidate. 왍
nominations close at 10.00 a.m. the
last time for nominating someone is
10.00a.m. 2. a person who has been
nominated 쑗 There were a number of
nominations for the post of Deputy
Leader.
nominative /nɒmnətv/ adjective
appointed or suggested for election to
an office or position. Abbr nom.
nominee / nɒmni/ noun a person
who has been nominated 쑗 She is the
Party leader’s nominee for the post.
nominate

nomination

|

nominative

nominee

|

COMMENT:

In the UK, a person who is
nominated as a candidate for local or
national elections, has to have the signatures of local residents as his or her
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sponsors, and, in the case of national
elections, has to deposit a sum of
money which is forfeited if not enough
votes are received. In the United
States, the executive (i.e. the President) nominates people to federal offices such as members of the Supreme Court or the cabinet, but these
nominations are subject to confirmation by the Senate. Most nominations
are accepted without discussion, but
some are debated, and some are not
confirmed. If the executive nominates
someone to a federal post in one of
the states without consulting the senators for that state, they can object to
the nominee by saying that he is ‘personally obnoxious’ to them.

non-resident

nonstate actor

nonvoter

|

non-aggression / nɒn əreʃ(ə)n/
non-aggression

|

noun a policy of not using force

north

against another country 왍 a non-aggression treaty a treaty between two
countries who agree not to attack each
other
nonaligned / nɒnə land/ adjective
not formally associated with any major world power
noncooperation
/ nɒnkəυ ɒpə
reʃ(ə)n/ noun the practice of refusing to pay taxes or obey other laws as
a protest
nonaligned

|

noncooperation

|

|

non-departmental public body

non-departmental public body
/ nɒn dipɑtment(ə)l pblk bɒdi/
noun an organisation set up to carry

out a specific role within government
responsibilities, but which is not a
government department or part of one.
Abbr NDPB
non-governmental organisation

non-governmental organisa/ nɒn
v(ə)nment(ə)l
tion

ɔənazeʃ(ə)n/ noun a pressure
group or charity which is not fully
funded by a government and which
may work with the government on a
local, national or international level.
Abbr NGO
non-intervention / nɒn
ntə
venʃ(ə)n/ noun a policy of not becoming involved in the internal affairs
of another country 쑗 The USA has followed a policy of non-intervention.
non-proliferation treaty / nɒn
prə lfəreʃ(ə)n triti/ noun an
agreement to prevent the use of nucle|

non-intervention

|

non-proliferation treaty

|

|

ar weapons spreading to countries
which do not have them
non-resident / nɒn rezdənt/
noun a person who does not live in a
place, or a company which is not officially based in a place 쑗 He has a nonresident account with a French bank. 쑗
She was granted a non-resident visa.
nonstate actor / nɒnstet ktə/
noun a person or group whose actions
are not controlled by a state or government, e.g. an international terrorist
group
nonvoter /nɒnvəυtə/ noun somebody who does not vote or is not eligible to vote
north /nɔθ/ 앳 the North 1. the north
of a country 2. the developed countries of the world 쑗 the North-South
divide

North American Free Trade Association / nɔθ ə merkən fri
North American Free Trade Association

|

tred ə səυsieʃ(ə)n/ noun the trade
agreement between Canada, Mexico
and the United States which allows
goods to be taken from one country to
another free of taxes. Abbr NAFTA
|

North Atlantic Treaty Organisation / nɔθ ət lntk triti
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation

|

ɔənazeʃ(ə)n/ noun the alliance
set up in 1949 to link various countries
in a common political and military alliance to provide mutual defence in
the case of attack by Communist
countries. The members in 2004 were
expanded by the inclusion of a number
of the former Communist countries of
the Warsaw Pact. The members are:
Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, France,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland,
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
the Netherlands, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Turkey, the UK, and the
USA. Abbr NATO
Northern Alliance / nɔð(ə)n ə
laəns/ noun a loose grouping of Afghan military forces that ended Taliban rule in Afghanistan in 2001
Northern Alliance

|

Northern
Northern Ireland Assembly

Ireland

Assembly

/ nɔð(ə)n aələnd əsembli/ noun
|
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the devolved elected representative
body set up in 1999 in Belfast with
limited powers to make laws for
Northern Ireland (NOTE: The Northern Ireland Assembly has been unable to work effectively because of
continued distrust between the political parties in Northern Ireland and
has been suspended for longer than
it has been in effective operation.)
Northern Ireland Executive

Northern

Ireland

Executive

/ nɔð(ə)n aələnd  zekjυtv/
noun the devolved government of
|

Northern Ireland, suspended from 14
October 2002
Northern Ireland Office

Northern

Ireland

Office

/ nɔð(ə)n aələnd ɒfs/ noun dur-

ing devolution, a UK government department responsible for constitutional and security issues in Northern Ireland. Abbr NIO
North-South dialogue / nɔθ
saυθ daəlɒ/ noun discussions between the industrialised countries of
the northern hemisphere and the developing countries of the southern
hemisphere
North-South Divide / nɔθ saυθ
dvad/ noun the political and economic differences between industrialised countries of the northern hemisphere and the developing countries of
the southern hemisphere
Northstead /nɔθsted/ 쏡 Chiltern
North-South dialogue

North-South Divide

|

Northstead

Hundreds
note /nəυt/ noun 1. a brief piece of
writing 2. an official document with a
note

particular purpose

notice /nəυts / noun 1. a piece of
notice

written information 쑗 The company
receptionist pinned up a notice about
the pension scheme. 2. the official
passing of information to someone,
especially warning that something
may happen such as a that a contract is
going to end, that a worker will leave
his job or that a tenant must leave the
property he or she is living in 쑗 The
Leader of the Opposition has given
notice that he will seek an emergency
debate on the economy. 쑗 The Minister
asked for notice of the question.

nullification

notice of motion / nəυts əv
məυʃ(ə)n/ noun a document telling
the other party to a case that an application will be made to the court
notwithstanding
/ nɒtwð
stndŋ/ adverb, preposition without being affected by something 쑗 The
debate proceeded notwithstanding the
objections of the Opposition members
or the objections of Opposition members notwithstanding. (NOTE: can be
used before or after the phrase to
which it refers)
nuclear deterrent / njukliə d
terənt/ noun a nuclear weapon which
it is hoped will prevent attacks from
other countries because of fears that it
will be used
nuclear disarmament / njukliə
dsɑməmənt/ noun the process of
reducing or getting rid of nuclear
weapons and/or the capacity to manufacture them
nuclear energy / njukliə enədi/
noun electricity made using a nuclear
process
nuclear-free zone / njukliə fri
zəυn/ adjective an area where the
people say they will not allow nuclear
power stations or nuclear weapons to
be placed
nuclear proliferation / njukliə
prə lfəreʃ(ə)n/ noun the spread of
nuclear weapons to countries who
have previously not possessed them
nuclear test / njukliə test/ noun
a test on a nuclear weapon
nuclear test ban / njukliə test
bn/ noun a decision to stop the testing of nuclear weapons
nuclear war / njukliə wɔ/ noun a
war using nuclear weapons
NUCPS abbreviation National Union of Civil and Public Servants
null /nl/ adjective of no value 왍 to
render a decision null to make a decision useless or to cancel a decision
nullification
/ nlfkeʃ(ə)n/
noun the act of making something
useless or of no value
notice of motion

notwithstanding

|

nuclear deterrent

|

nuclear disarmament

|

nuclear energy

nuclear-free zone

nuclear proliferation

|

|

nuclear test

nuclear test ban

nuclear war

NUCPS

null

nullification

|
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nullify /nlfa/ verb to make somenullify

thing of no value or force
Number 10 / nmbə ten/ noun No
10, Downing Street, the official home
of the Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom (NOTE: It is used informally
to refer to the Prime Minister) 왍 he is
hoping to move into Number Ten after the election he is expecting to be
elected Prime Minister
Number 11 / nmbər levən/ noun
No 11, Downing Street, the official
home of the Chancellor of the ExNumber 10

|

Number 11

|

chequer of the United Kingdom
(NOTE: It is used informally to refer to
the Chancellor of the Exchequer.) 왍

he’s set his sights on Number 11 he
would like to become Chancellor of
the Exchequer
numerical order /nju merk(ə)l
ɔdə/ noun the arrangement of
records in order of their numbers 쑗
The documents are filed in numerical
order.
nuncio /nnsiəυ / noun an ambassador of the Pope
numerical order

|

nuncio
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O
OAS abbreviation Organization of
OAS

American States

oath of allegiance / əυθ əv ə

obstructive

oath of allegiance

|

lidəns/ noun 1. a promise to be loyal or to obey the orders of a country or
ruler 2. an oath sworn by all MPs before they can take their seats in the
House of Commons, unless they affirm instead. 쒁 affirm 왍 to take the
oath to swear allegiance to the Queen
before taking a seat in the House of
Commons as an MP 쑗 after taking the
oath, the new MP signs the test roll
obedience /əbidiəns/ noun the
practice of doing what someone asks
you to do 쑗 Every citizen should show
obedience to the laws of the state. 쑗
The army swore obedience to the president.
objection /əbdekʃən/ noun a
statement of opposition to something
objector /əbdektə/ noun a person
who opposes something. 쒁 conscientious objector
observer /əbz#və/ noun 1. someone who is appointed to act as a witness to an important event such as an
election, sometimes in another country, to see that it has been carried out
fairly 쑗 United Nations observers
were stationed on the ceasefire line. 2.
someone who attends a meeting to listen but not to take part 쑗 Two official
observers attended the meeting. 쑗 International observers were present
during the general elections.
obstruct /əbstrkt/ verb to get in
the way or to stop something progressing 쑗 MPs attempted to obstruct the
passage of the Bill.
obstruction /əbstrkʃən/ noun an
act of preventing some actions from
obedience

|

objection

|

objector

|

observer

|

obstruct

|

obstruction

|

being taken 쑗 The MPs were successful in their obstruction of the Bill.
obstructive /əbstrktv / adjective
trying to prevent something deliberately 쑗 MPs complained of the obstructive behaviour of some rightwingers.
obtain /əbten/ verb to be a rule or
to have a legal status 쑗 a rule obtaining in international law 쑗 This right
does not obtain in the House of Commons.
occupation / ɒkjυpeʃ(ə)n/ noun
an invasion of a country or place by an
army, which then stays there to keep
control 왍 army of occupation an
army which invades a country and
then stays there to keep control
occupy /ɒkjυpa / verb to invade a
place or building or country and stay
there 쑗 The protesters occupied the radio station. 쑗 The enemy army occupied the south of the country. 왍 occupying forces armed forces which invade a country and then stay there
Ofcom /ɒfkɒm/ noun a regulatory
body for the telecommunications and
broadcasting industries
office /ɒfs/ noun 1. a British government department 왍 the Home Office the ministry dealing with the internal affairs of the country, including
the police and the prisons 2. a post or
position 쑗 She holds or performs the
office of treasurer. 왍 high office an important position or job 왍 the high offices of state the most important ministerial posts in the British government (the Prime Minister, the Foreign
Secretary, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Home Secretary) 3. the
set of rooms where an organisation
|

obtain

|

occupation

|

occupy

Ofcom

office
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works or where business is done 4. a
room where someone works and does
business
office holder /ɒfs həυldə / noun
an official in a government position
Office of Fair Trading / ɒfs əv
feə tredŋ/ noun the British government department which protects consumers against unfair or illegal business
officer /ɒfsə/ noun 1. a person who
has an official position, e.g. a person
working in a local government department 쑗 Detailing the expenditure will
necessitate a high cost in officer time.
쑗 The report was drawn up by the officers on the instructions of the council. 쑗 The members ignored the advice
of the officers. 쒁 police officer 2. a
usually unpaid official of a club or society 쑗 the election of officers of an association
official /əfʃ(ə)l/ adjective 1. done
because it has been authorised by a
government department or organisation 쑗 on official business 쑗 He left official documents in his car. 쑗 She received an official letter of explanation.
2. done or approved by a director or by
a person in authority 쑗 This must be an
official order – it is written on the department’s notepaper. 왍 the strike
was made official the local strike was
approved by the main trade union office 쐽 noun a person working in a central or local government department 쑗
Airport officials inspected the shipment. 쑗 Government officials stopped
the import licence. 쑗 The council
members met with officials to discuss
the implementation of the new policy.
office holder

Office of Fair Trading

officer

official

|

(NOTE: In the UK, a distinction is
made between an official, who is an
appointed employee of the government, and elected representatives.
In US English, even the President is
an official.) 왍 high official an impor-

tant person in a government department 왍 minor official a person in a
low position in a government department
officialdom /əfʃ(ə)ldəm/ noun
(usually disapproving) officials workofficialdom

|

ing together in a set way 쑗 The whole
plan has been obstructed by officialdom.
officialese /ə fʃəliz/ noun the
language used in government documents, often regarded as difficult to
understand
Official
Journal
/ə fʃ(ə)l
d#n(ə)l/ noun in the European Union, the published record of all the regulations and directives that have been
produced
officially /əfʃ(ə)li/ adverb in an official way 쑗 Officially he knows nothing about the problem, but unofficially
he has given us a lot of advice about it.
official
mediator
/ə fʃ(ə)l
midietə/ noun the government official who tries to make the two sides in
an industrial dispute agree
Official Receiver /ə fʃ(ə)l r
sivə/ noun the government official
whose job is to deal with bankrupt
companies
Official Report /əfʃ(ə)l rpɔt/
noun the exact record of what is said
and done in the House of Commons
and House of Lords. 쒁 Hansard
official secret /ə fʃ(ə)l sikrət/
noun a piece of information which is
important to the state and which it is a
crime for an official to tell someone
who has no right to know about it
Official Secrets Act /ə fʃ(ə)l
sikrəts kt/ noun the Act of Parliament which makes it a crime for anyone to make public secret information
relating to the state
Official Unionist Party /əfʃ(ə)l
junjənst pɑti/ noun same as Ulofficialese

|

|

Official Journal

|

officially

|

official mediator

|

Official Receiver

|

|

Official Report

|

|

official secret

|

Official Secrets Act

|

Official Unionist Party

|

ster Unionist Party
officio /əfʃəυ/ 쏡 ex officio
off licence /ɒf  as(ə)ns/ noun 1. a
officio

|

off licence

|

licence to sell alcohol to be drunk
away from the place where it is bought
2. a shop which sells alcohol to be taken away for drinking elsewhere
off-message / ɒf mesd/ adjective not following the official policy of
a political party or other organisation
off-message
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OFSTED /ɒfsted/ noun the governOFSTED

ment department that monitors educational standards in schools and colleges in England and Wales. Full form

Office for Standards in Education
OHMS abbreviation On Her MajesOHMS

ty’s Service
000 a statement saying how much income you have to the tax office
Oireachtas noun the national parliament of Ireland, consisting of the
president and two chambers: the lower
is the Dáil Eireann and the upper, the
Seanad Eireann
Old
Commonwealth
/əυld
kɒmənwelθ/ noun the oldest members of the Commonwealth, e.g. Canada and Australia
Old Labour /əυld lebə/ noun the
British Labour Party, as it existed during most of the 20th century, supporting traditional socialist principles
such as state ownership and opposition to a free market economy. Compare New Labour
oligarch /ɒlɑk/ noun a member
of an oligarchy
oligarchical / ɒlɑkk(ə)l/, oligarchic / ɒlɑkk/ adjective referring to an oligarchy
oligarchy /ɒlɑki/ noun 1. government by a small group of people 2.
a small ruling group 쑗 The country is
ruled by an oligarchy called the ‘fifteen families’. 3. a state ruled by a
small group
ombudsman /ɒmbυdzmən / noun
an official who investigates complaints by the public against government departments or other large organisations
000

Oireachtas

Old Commonwealth

Old Labour

oligarch

oligarchical

|

|

oligarchy

ombudsman

COMMENT:

There are in fact several
ombudsmen: the main one is the Parliamentary Commissioner, but there
are also others, such as the Health
Service Commissioners, who investigate complaints against the Health
Service, and the Local Commissioners or Local Government Ombudsmen who investigate complaints
against local authorities. Although
ombudsmen will make their recommendations to the department concerned, and may make their recom-

one-party state
mendations public, they has no power
to enforce them. The Parliamentary
Commissioner may only investigate
complaints which are presented
through an MP, but the Local Government Ombudsmen can be approached directly, or through a local
councillor. A member of the public first
brings the complaint to a councillor or
MP, and if they cannot get satisfaction
from the department against which the
complaint is made, then the matter is
passed to the Ombudsman.

one man one vote / wn mn
one man one vote

wn vəυt/ noun the democratic
principle that each person entitled to
vote has a single vote, equal to all the
others
one minute speech / wn mnət
spitʃ/ noun US a short speech by a
member of the House of Representatives on any subject at the beginning
of the day’s business
one minute speech

One-Nation

Conservatism

One-Nation Conservatism

/ wn neʃ(ə)n kəns#və tz(ə)m/
noun the belief that Conservatives
|

|

should include every willing person in
the life and opportunity of our country
and get support from all classes by undertaking social reforms to help the
working class
COMMENT:

The One Nation Conservative tradition, with its emphasis on social justice, was started by Benjamin
Disraeli. In his novel Sybil (1845) he
had described the rich and the poor as
‘Two nations between whom there is
no intercourse and no sympathy; who
are as ignorant of each other’s habits,
thoughts, and feelings, as if they were
dwellers in different zones, or inhabitants of different planets; who are
formed by a different breeding, are fed
by different food, are ordered by different manners, and are not governed by
the same laws’.

Committee
/ nantin
twenti tu kə mti/ noun a committee formed of all backbench Conservative MPs in the House of Commons,
who meet regularly and question ministers and other party leaders (NOTE:
The equivalent in the Labour Party is
the Parliamentary Labour Party
(PLP).)
one-party state / wn pɑti
stet/ noun a country in which only
1922
1922 Committee

|

one-party state
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one party is allowed to exist, although
voters generally have a choice of candidates all from the same party
on-message / ɒn mesd/ adjective following the official policy of a
political party or other organisation
OPEC /əυpek/ n an organisation of
oil-producing countries. Full form Oron-message

OPEC

ganization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (NOTE: The members are
Algeria, Gabon, Indonesia, Iran,
Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Nigeria, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Venezuela.)
open door policy /əυpən dɔ
pɒlsi/ noun a trading policy by
open door policy

which a country allows free trade with
all other countries
open-ended / əυpən endd/ adjective with no fixed limit or restrictions to what has been agreed 쑗 an
open-ended agreement (NOTE: The
open-ended

US term is open-end.)

government
/əυpən
v(ə)nmənt/ noun a system in
which most decisions by government
and most government records are
available for any citizen to read
open hearing / əυpən hərŋ/
noun a court case or meeting which is
open to the public and to journalists
opening /əυp(ə)nŋ/ noun 1. a ceremony to celebrate the start of a public
event 쑗 The Queen attends the State
Opening of Parliament every year, 2.
the act of making something open 쐽
adjective the first of several similar
things 쑗 the chairman’s opening remarks 쑗 The opening speech from the
Home Secretary was interrupted by
Opposition shouts.
open society /əυpən səsaəti/
noun a society in which people can
say what they think freely and openly
opinion /əpnjən/ noun a belief or
set of beliefs held by people about an
issue
opinion poll /əpnjən pəυl/ noun a
study of the opinions of a small carefully chosen group of people, so as to
guess the opinion of the whole population 쑗 Politicians take very careful
open
open government

open hearing

opening

open society

|

opinion

|

opinion poll

|

note of the opinion polls in the run-up
to a general election.
opinion research / əpnjən r
s#tʃ/ noun the study of the changing
opinions of a population based on interviewing
small
representative
groups
opponent /əpəυnənt/ noun a person who is against you or who votes
against what you propose 쑗 The pronuclear group tried to discredit their
opponents in the debate.
oppose /əpəυz/ verb to try to stop
something happening 쑗 A minority of
committee members opposed the motion. 쑗 We are all opposed to the government’s plan. 쑗 The Speaker opposed the opposition’s application for
an adjournment.
opposed business /əpəυzd
bzns/ noun matters for discussion
in the House of Commons which an
MP objects to
opposition / ɒpəzʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
the action of trying to stop something
or of not agreeing to something 쑗
There was considerable opposition to
the plan for reorganising the local
boundaries. 쑗 The voters showed their
opposition to the government by voting against the proposal in the referendum. 2. Opposition the largest political party which opposes the government 쑗 The Opposition tried to
propose a vote of censure on the Prime
Minister. 쑗 The spokesman for the Opposition or the Opposition spokesman
answered the Minister’s allegations. 왍
Leader of the Opposition, Opposition Leader the head of the largest
political party opposing the government 3. Opposition a group of parties which oppose the government
Opposition Day / ɒpəzʃ(ə)n de/
noun a day on which a debate is held
on a subject chosen by the Opposition
Opposition front bench / ɒpə
zʃ(ə)n frnt bentʃ/ noun 1. the
seats for the Opposition Shadow Cabinet 2. the members of the Opposition
Shadow Cabinet 쑗 An Opposition
front bench spokesman asked why the
opinion research

|

|

opponent

|

oppose

|

opposed business

|

opposition

|

Opposition Day

|

Opposition front bench

|
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Government had been so slow in investigating the affair.
oppress /əpres/ verb to rule cruelly
and unfairly, especially by limiting the
personal freedom of the citizens 쑗 The
dictator has stayed in power by using
the army and police force to oppress
the people.
oppression /əpreʃ(ə)n/ noun cruel
and unfair rule and control
oppressive /əpresv/ adjective using cruel and unfair methods of government 쑗 Under the dictator’s oppressive regime, the ordinary citizens
were afraid to speak out against the
system.
oppressor /əpresə/ noun a ruler
who governs in a cruel or unjust way 쑗
The people rose in revolution to overthrow their oppressors.
opt out / ɒpt aυt/ verb to decide not
to take part in a group, activity or
agreement, or to stop taking part 쑗 Under John Major the UK opted out of
some provisions of the Maastricht
Treaty such as the Social Chapter.
opt-out /ɒpt aυt/ noun a decision or
permission not to take part in something
Orange Order /ɒrnd ɔdə/ noun
a Protestant organisation that strongly
supports Protestantism in Ireland, especially Northern Ireland
order /ɔdə/ noun 1. a general state
of calm, where everything is working
as planned. 쒁 law and order 2. an official statement asking someone to do
something 왍 on the orders of someone because someone has officially
asked 쑗 On the orders of the Chief
Constable, the demonstrators dispersed. 3. the arrangement of records
such as filing cards or invoices 쑗 filed
in date or alphabetical order 4. the arrangement of business in the House of
Commons. 쒁 order of business, order of the day 5. 왍 to bring a meeting to order, to come to order (of a
meeting) to get a meeting back to discussing the agenda again after an interruption 왍 Order! Order! a call by
the Speaker of the House of Commons
oppress

|

oppression

|

oppressive

|

oppressor

|

opt out

opt-out

Orange Order

order

orders

to bring the meeting to order 6. a general social or political situation at a
particular time 쑗 a threat to the established order 쑗 a time of great changes
to the existing social order 7. a request
for goods to be supplied 쑗 to give a
supplier an order or to place an order
with a supplier for military equipment
8. a document which allows money to
be paid to someone 쑗 She sent us an
order on the Chartered Bank.
Order Book /ɔdə bυk/ noun a list
showing the House of Commons’
business for each day of the rest of the
session of Parliament
Order in Council / ɔdə n
kaυns(ə)l/ noun a decision made by
the Queen in Council, on the advice of
her ministers, in an area which does
not need the agreement of Parliament
order of business / ɔdə əv
bzns/ noun the timetable showing
what the House of Commons has to do
for that day
Order Book

Order in Council

order of business

COMMENT:

The normal order of business of the House of Commons begins with prayers, followed by messages from the Queen or official messages from foreign governments,
motions for writs to hold by-elections,
private business and Question Time,
when ministers answer questions
about the work of their departments.
Following this, various matters can be
discussed, including debate on motions and public Bills.

order of precedence /ɔdə əv
order of precedence

presd(ə)ns/ noun the arrangement
of things or people according to their
importance 쑗 The item on finance
takes precedence over all other items
on the agenda.
order of the day /ɔdə əv ð de/
noun a matter which the House of
Commons has decided will be discussed on an agreed day
order paper / ɔdə pepə/ noun a
piece of paper showing the timetable
to be followed that day in the House of
Commons 쑗 As the Prime Minister
rose to speak his supporters waved
their order papers in great excitement.
orders /ɔdəz/ plural noun secondary legislation made by ministers, unorder of the day

order paper

orders
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der powers given by Act of Parliament, which still has to be approved
by Parliament before coming into
force
ordinance /ɔdnəns/ noun 1. a
law or rule made by an authority 2. US
a rule made by a town council which is
effective only within the town
ordinarily /ɔd (ə)n(ə)rli/ adverb 왍
ordinarily resident usually resident
in some country
ordinary resolution / ɔd(ə)n(ə)ri
rezəluʃ(ə)n/ noun a matter or decision which can be agreed by a simple
majority of those voting
organ /ɔən/ noun 1. an organisation that is responsible on behalf of a
larger institution for a particular job 2.
the newspaper, magazine or other regular publication of a particular organisation, which gives official information 쑗 the official organ of the association
ordinance

ordinarily

ordinary resolution

|

organ

Organization of African Unity

Organization of African Unity

/ ɔənazeʃ(ə)n
əv
frkən
junəti/ noun an organisation of Af|

rican states, replaced in 2002 by the
African Union
Országgyülés noun the legislature
in Hungary
OSCE abbreviation Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe
OSD abbreviation Office of the Secretary of Defense
outcome /aυtkm/ noun the result
쑗 We are waiting for the outcome of
the enquiry. 쑗 The outcome of the debate was in doubt.
outcry /aυtkra/ noun a strong public protest
Outer House /aυtə haυz/ noun a
part of the Scottish Court of Session,
formed of five judges
outgoing /aυtəυŋ/ adjective a
person or group that is about to leave
office 쑗 the outgoing president
outlaw /aυtlɔ/ verb to say that
something is not allowed by law 쑗 The
government has proposed a bill to outlaw drinking in public. 쐽 noun formerOrszággyülés

OSCE

OSD

outcome

outcry

Outer House

outgoing

|

outlaw

ly, a person who was excluded from
society as a punishment

outline planning permission
outline planning permission

/ aυt(ə)lan plnŋ pə mʃ(ə)n/
noun general permission to build a
|

property on a piece of land, but not final because there are no details
outpoll /aυtpəυl/ verb to receive
more votes than an opponent in an
election
outreach /aυtritʃ/ noun services
or advice for members of the public
who find travel difficult, provided outside a hospital or government offices
in the places where people live
outvote /aυtvəυt/ verb to defeat
someone in a vote 쑗 He was outvoted
3 to 1.
Oval Office / əυvəl ɒfs/ noun the
room in the White House which is the
personal office of the President of the
United States ( NOTE: It is also used to
outpoll

|

outreach

outvote

|

Oval Office

mean the President in person: The
Oval Office was not pleased by the
attitude of the Senate.)
overall / əυvərɔl/ adjective coveroverall

|

ing everything 쑗 The Chief Executive
has overall responsibility for running
the council’s affairs.
overall majority / əυvərɔl mə
dɒrti/ noun a majority of votes or
seats, which is more than all the votes
and seats of the opposition taken together 쑗 The government had an overall majority of two. 쑗 After the election, the ruling coalition lost its overall majority. Also called straight
overall majority

|

majority

overclass /əυvəklɑs/ noun the
overclass

governing or ruling class of a country
over-populated
/əυvə
pɒpjυletd/ adjective having too
many people
overrepresent / əυvəreprzent /
verb to give more representation to a
group than is reasonable based on its
size 쑗 The present system tends to
overrepresent the majority party. 쑗
Males are overrepresented in the
House of Commons.
overriding interest / əυvəradŋ
ntrəst/ noun a more important conover-populated

overrepresent

|

overriding interest
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cern than any other 쑗 National security is the overriding interest in this
case.
overthrow verb / əυvəθrəυ/ to remove a government or leader suddenly from power 쑗 The regime was overthrown in a military coup. 쐽 noun
overthrow

|

OVP
/əυvəθrəυ/ the sudden removal of a

government or leader 쑗 The army was
involved in the overthrow of the president.
OVP abbreviation Office of the Vice
President
OVP
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pacifism /psfz(ə)m/ noun the
belief that war is wrong
pacifist /psfst/ noun a person
who believes that war is wrong 쐽 adjective believing that war is wrong
pacify /psfa/ verb 1. to make
someone who is angry or upset feel
happier 쑗 The announcement was
clearly intended to pacify angry residents. 2. to end war or fighting in a
place and establish peaceful conditions
pack /pk/ verb to fill a committee
or other group with members who are
sympathetic to your views 쑗 The leftwing group packed the general purposes committee with activists.
packaging /pkdŋ/ noun a way
of introducing someone or something
to the public in order to create a favourable impression
pact /pkt/ noun an agreement between two parties or countries 쑗 The
countries in the region signed a nonaggression pact. 쑗 The two minority
parties made an electoral pact not to
oppose each other in agreed constituencies.
page /ped/ verb to send an electronic message to someone on a pager
쐽 noun in the US Congress, a High
School student employed to support
members and get work experience
pager /pedə/ noun, noun a small
electronic device for receiving messages when a person cannot be contacted by phone, e.g. when they are in
a meeting or in Parliament 쑗 received
a pager message (NOTE: Pagers are a
pacifism

pacifist

pacify

pack

packaging

pact

page

pager

useful way of getting messages to
people in the House of Commons

and House of Lords discreetly and
without making a noise.)
paid-up member / ped p
membə/ noun a person who has paid
paid-up member

to be a member of a political party or
other organisation
pair /peə/ noun an agreement between two MPs from opposite sides of
the House of Commons not to vote on
a motion, so allowing one of them to
be away from the House during a vote
if necessary 쑗 She was not able to find
a pair, so had to come back from Paris
to attend the debate. 쐽 verb to arrange
for two MPs from opposite sides of
the House of Commons to agree that if
one of them is away from the House in
an emergency the other one will not
vote 쑗 He was paired with John Smith.
palace /pls/ noun 1. a large
house, especially one where a ruler or
leader lives or used to live 2. the royal
family, especially the British royal
family 쑗 a Palace spokesman
Palace of Westminster / pləs
əv westmnstə/ noun the Houses of
Parliament, together with the area
round them
pair

palace

Palace of Westminster

COMMENT: The Palace was the main
home of the kings of England from the
middle of the 11th century until 1512,
by which time most governing and judicial functions took place there. After
private chapels were abolished in
1547, the Royal Chapel of St Stephen
within the Palace of Westminster was
handed over to the Commons as a
meeting place, until 1834 when most
of the Palace was burned down. The
present Houses of Parliament were
built during the next 30 years. The
chamber of the House of Commons
was destroyed in a German air attack
in 1941 and rebuilt after the Second
World War.
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palace revolution /pls revə
palace revolution

|

luʃ(ə)n/ noun a change of leader or
ruler achieved by those who are already part of the ruling group
pamphlet /pmflət/ noun a small
book, often about a political issue
pan- /pn/ prefix covering all 왍 panAfrican, pan-American covering all
Africa or all America
Pan-African / pn frkən/ adjective relating to all the nations of Africa
pantisocracy
/ pntsɒkrəsi/
noun a community in which everyone
shares power and is equal
Papal Nuncio / pep(ə)l nnsiəυ/
noun an ambassador sent by the Pope
to a country
paper /pepə/ noun 1. a written report or proposal 쑗 The Treasurer asked
his deputy to write a paper on new
funding. 쑗 The planning department
prepared a paper for the committee on
the possible uses of the site. 2. a newspaper 3. an official document
paper tiger /pepə taə/ noun a
person, organisation or country which
appears to be strong and powerful but
is in fact weak
parastatal /prəstet(ə)l/ adjective performing a function usually associated with a government under indirect government control 쑗 a parastatal utility company
Paris /prs/ 쏡 Treaty of Paris
parish council / prʃ kaυnsəl/
noun the smallest unit of local government, representing a group of at least
200 people in a village or small town
parish meeting / prʃ mitŋ/
noun a meeting which must be held
once a year in a parish and which all
electors in the parish may attend
parish pump politics / prʃ
pmp pɒltks/ noun local politics,
concerning only minor local issues
Parl. abbreviation 1. Parliament 2.
parliamentary
parliament /pɑləmənt/ noun 1.
the elected group of representatives
who form the legislative body which
pamphlet

pan-

Pan-African

pantisocracy

|

Papal Nuncio

paper

paper tiger

parastatal

|

Paris

parish council

parish meeting

parish pump politics

Parl.

parliament

Parliamentary Commissioner

makes the laws of a country 쑗 the Dáil
or Irish parliament 왍 Mother of Parliaments the British Parliament at
Westminster 2. Parliament in the
UK, the body formed of the House of
Commons and House of Lords. 쒁 Act
of Parliament, Houses of Parliament 왍 to open Parliament to start a

new session of Parliament 쑗 Te Queen
opened the new Parliament yesterday.
Parliament Act /pɑləmənt kt/
noun an Act passed in 1911 that prevented the House of Lords from having the power to veto the financial proposals of the Commons and from
holding up other legislation for more
than two years. It also made the maximum length of a parliament five years.
parliamentarian
/ pɑləmen
teəriən/ noun 1. a member of one of
the Houses of Parliament 쑗 A delegation of British parliamentarians was
invited to visit Canada. 2. one of two
officials of the US Congress who attend all debates and advise on procedure: the House Parliamentarian and
the Parliamentarian of the Senate
parliamentarianism / pɑləmen
teəriənz(ə)m/ noun government of
a country by a parliament
parliamentary / pɑləment(ə)ri/
adjective referring to parliament
Parliament Act

parliamentarian

|

parliamentarianism

|

parliamentary

|

parliamentary

agent

parliamentary agent

/ pɑləment(ə)ri ed(ə)nt/ noun an

expert, usually a lawyer, who advises
people who are not MPs on how to get
a Bill through Parliament
parliamentary calendar / pɑlə
ment(ə)ri klndə/ noun a timetable of events in Parliament, with dates
for discussion of each Bill
parliamentary calendar

|

Parliamentary Commissioner
Parliamentary Commissioner

/ pɑlə ment(ə)ri kəmʃ(ə)nə/, Parliamentary Commissioner for Administration / pɑləment(ə)ri kə
mʃ(ə)nə fər ədmnstreʃ(ə)n/
noun the official who investigates
|

|

|

|

complaints by the public against government departments. Also called
Ombusdman

Parliamentary Commissioner
for Standards / pɑləment(ə)ri kə
Parliamentary Commissioner

|
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mʃ(ə)nə fə stndədz/ noun an official whose job is to supervise the
Register of Members’ Interests and to
advise the Committee on Standards
and Privileges about issues relating to
the MPs’ code of conduct. Also called
Ombudsman

avoid confusion, they are called Parliamentary Under-Secretaries in departments where the head of the department is a Secretary of State.)
Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury

parliamentary

counsel

parliamentary counsel

/ pɑləment(ə)ri kaυnsəl/, parliamentary
draftsman
/ pɑlə
ment(ə)ri drɑftsmən/ noun a law-

|

yer who is responsible for drawing up
parliamentary Bills. Also called par-

liamentary draftsman

parliamentary
parliamentary diary

/ pɑlə

|

parliamentary etiquette

|

Parliamentary

Labour

Party

/ pɑlə ment(ə)ri lebə pɑti/ noun
|

the group formed of all Labour Party
members elected to Parliament. Abbr
PLP

parliamentary
parliamentary party

party

/ pɑlə

Parliamentary
Under-Secretary
/ pɑlə ment(ə)ri
ndə
|

sekrətri/, Parliamentary UnderSecretary of State noun 쏡 Parliamentary Secretary
parliamentary
year
/ pɑlə
ment(ə)ri jə/ noun the year of a session of Parliament, running from the
Opening of Parliament, usually in the
autumn, until the recess usually in the
following summer
participation /pɑ tspeʃ(ə)n/
noun the way in which people become
involved in the political process by
voting, campaigning, joining political
parties and generally playing an active
part in politics (NOTE: The low turnout in recent local and general elections has led people to express concerns about the level of participation
in British politics.)
particularism /pətkjυlərz(ə)m/
noun the policy of allowing political
divisions within a country or federation to be self-governing, without regard to what effect this may have on
the larger body
partisan /pɑtz(ə)n, pɑtzn/
noun 1. a person who supports a policy or political party strongly 쑗 She’s a
partisan of the campaign for more
women Members of Parliament. 2. an
armed supporter of a political group
parliamentary year

|

|

Parliamentary Private Secretary / pɑlə ment(ə)ri
pravət
Parliamentary Private Secretary

|

sekrətri/ noun the most junior rank
of minister, acting as a general helper
to a particular Cabinet minister. Abbr
PPS

privilege

/ pɑləment(ə)ri prvld/ noun the

right of a Member of Parliament or
Member of the House of Lords to
speak freely to the House without the
possibility of being sued for slander
Parliamentary Secretary / pɑlə
ment(ə)ri sekrətri/, Parliamentary
Under-Secretary / pɑlə ment(ə)ri
ndə sekrətri/ noun a government
member such as an MP or a member
of the House of Lords who works in a
Parliamentary Secretary

|

|

Parliamentary Under-Secretary

participation

|

ment(ə)ri pɑti/ noun the members
of a political party who are also Members of Parliament

Parliamentary

|

sekrətri tə ð treəri/ noun in the
House of Commons, the Government
Chief Whip. 쒁 Captain of the Honourable Corps of Gentleman-atArms
parliamentary sketch / pɑlə
ment(ə)ri sketʃ/ noun a short humorous article in a newspaper on
events that have recently taken place
in Parliament

|

|

parliamentary draftsman

Parliamentary Labour Party

Parliamentary Secretary to the
/ pɑləment(ə)ri
Treasury

parliamentary sketch

diary

ment(ə)ri daəri/ noun the list of
days of the week, showing what business is to take place in Parliament on
each day
parliamentary draftsman / pɑlə
ment(ə)ri drɑftsmən/ noun same
as parliamentary counsel
parliamentary etiquette / pɑlə
ment(ə)ri etket/ noun the formal
rules of behaviour in Parliament

Parliamentary privilege

department headed by a Secretary of
State or Minister of State (NOTE: To

|

particularism

|

partisan

|
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which is fighting against the ruling
government
partisan alignment / pɑtz(ə)n ə
lanmənt/ noun the long-term connection between a person and a particular political party for which they regularly vote (NOTE: Partisan alignment
partisan alignment

|

seems to be in decline in most modern democracies.)
partisan dealignment

partisan

dealignment

/ pɑtz(ə)n diəlanmənt/ noun the
|

way in which in recent years people
have been less willing to vote regularly for a particular political party
partition /pɑtʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of dividing up a country
party /pɑti/ noun a political group
which joins together to gain representation and political power and which is
united by common goals and ideas 왍
the party line the official policy of a
political party, which must be followed by its members and supporters
왍 to toe the party line to say what the
party expects you to say or not to have
a different view from the official party
policy 쑗 He was expelled from the party for refusing to toe the party line.
party headquarters /pɑti hed
kwɔtəz/ noun the central office of a
political party 쑗 The leader called a
meeting of the national committee at
the party headquarters.
party leader / pɑti lidə/ noun the
head of a political party, who usually
becomes head of government if the
party wins power
partition

|

party

party headquarters

|

party leader

COMMENT: Normally a party leader has
a great deal of power when it come to
making appointments and deciding
policy. This power has increased in recent years as the influence of the party conference has declined. Party
leaders must still consult widely
among their colleagues before they
make important decisions. In the end,
they have been appointed by the party
membership and can be dismissed by
them if they get out of touch with party
opinion.

party line / pɑti lan/ noun the official policy of a political party or other organisation
party line

pass

party list system / pɑt lst
sstəm/ noun an electoral system
used for constituencies which have
more than one representative, in
which a voter votes for a list of candidates belonging to a particular party
rather than for an individual candidate. Seats are then given to each party
according to their share of the vote in
that constituency and to each candidate according to the position they
have been given by their party on the
list. The next candidate on a party’s
list fills any vacancy that occurs in
mid-term. Also called list system
(NOTE: This system has been used
for British elections to the European
Parliament since1999.)
party list system

COMMENT:

Under the list system, each
party draws up a list of candidates,
and the electors vote for the party list,
not for individual candidates. The parliament is then formed of candidates
from each party’s list in proportion to
the total number of votes which the
party has received. British elections to
the European Parliament are conducted under a party list system.

party man /pɑti mn/ noun a man
who is a loyal member or supporter of
a political party
party person /pɑti p#s(ə)n/
noun a loyal member or supporter of a
political party
party political broadcast /pɑti
pəltk (ə)l brɔdkɑst/ noun a short
television or radio programme in
which a political party talks about political issues, especially during an
election
party politics / pɑti pɒltks/
noun the situation where decisions are
made or actions taken in line with the
policies of a particular party, rather
than independently or in the general
interest
party woman /pɑti wυmən/
noun a woman who is a loyal member
or supporter of a political party
pass /pɑs/ noun a piece of paper allowing someone to go into a building
or area 쑗 You need a pass to enter the
Ministry offices. 쑗 All members of staff
must show a pass. 쐽 verb 1. to vote to
party man

party person

party political broadcast

|

party politics

party woman

pass

GovtPol.fm Page 176 Tuesday, July 13, 2004 7:51 PM

passable

176

make a law 쑗 Parliament passed the
Bill which has now become law. 쑗 The
Congress passed the bill over the president’s veto. 2. to approve something 쑗
The Director of Finance has to pass
an invoice before it is paid. 쑗 The loan
has been passed by the council. 3. to
be successful in an exam or test
passable /pɑsəb(ə)l/ adjective referring to proposed legislation that is
likely to be passed or made law
passage /psd/ noun 1. the
process of passing through a system 쑗
They tried to obstruct the Bill’s passage through the House of Commons.
2. a piece of writing 쑗 The censor removed several passages from the
newspaper report.
passive resistance / psv r
zst(ə)ns/ noun resistance to authority using peaceful methods such as
demonstration or noncooperation
rather than violence
passport /pɑspɔt/ noun an official document with a photograph
proving that you are a citizen of a
country, which you usually have to
show when you travel from one country to another (NOTE: Passports now
passable

passage

passive resistance

|

passport

contain biometric data on the holder
as a means of preventing identity
fraud and can be checked electronically.)
patent /petənt, ptənt/ noun ofpatent

ficial permission to be the only person
to have the right to produce something
which you have invented 쐽 verb to receive a patent
patented /petəntd, ptəntd/
adjective protected by a patent
patentee / petənti/ noun a person
who has received a patent
Patent Office /pet(ə)nt ɒfs/
noun the government office which issues patents
paternalism
/pət#n(ə)lz(ə)m/
noun a style of government or management which limits individual
choice and personal responsibility
patrial /petriəl/ noun 1. ((under
the 1971 Immigration Act)) a person
who has the right to live in the United
patented

patentee

|

Patent Office

paternalism

|

patrial

Kingdom because he or she was born
before 1 January 1983 and has a parent who was born in the UK 2. ((before the 1981 British Nationality Act))

a person who had the right to live in
the United Kingdom because he or she
was born, adopted, registered or naturalised in the United Kingdom
patriarchal / petriɑk(ə)l/ adjective referring to a patriarchy
patriarchy /petriɑki/ noun ruled
or controlled by men
patriate /petriet/ verb to transfer
control to the home country 쑗 The Canadian constitution was formally patriated in 1982.
patriot /ptriət/ noun a person who
proudly supports his or her country
patriotic / ptriɒtk/ adjective referring to patriotism 쑗 It is every citizen’s patriotic duty to learn the words
of the National Anthem.
patriotism /ptriətz(ə)m/ noun
the feeling of great pride and support
for your country. Compare chauvinpatriarchal

|

patriarchy

patriate

patriot

patriotic

|

patriotism

ism

patronage /ptrənd/ noun the
patronage

right to give government posts or honours to people 쑗 The Prime Minister
has considerable patronage.
patronage secretary / ptrənd
sekrət(ə)ri/ noun the official of the
Prime Minister’s staff who deals with
giving people honours and government jobs
PAU abbreviation Pan American Union
pax /pks/ noun a period of peace
and stability under the influence of a
particular powerful country or empire
쑗 pax Brittanica
Paymaster-General /pe mɑstə
den(ə)rəl/ noun the government
minister who heads the office that acts
as paying agent for government departments
PC / pi si/ abbreviation 1. personal
computer 2. police constable 3. politically correct 4. privy council
PCP / pi si pi/ abbreviation Progressive Conservative Party
patronage secretary

PAU

pax

Paymaster-General

|

PC

PCP
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PCS abbreviation Public and Commercial Services Union
PD abbreviation police department
peace /pis / noun 1. the state of not
being at war 쑗 After six years of civil
war, the country is now at peace. 쑗 The
peace treaty was signed yesterday. 쑗
Both sides claimed the other side
broke the peace agreement. 2. the
state of being quiet or calm
PCS

PD

peace

‘…there never was a good war or a bad
peace’ [Benjamin Franklin]

Peace Corps /pis kɔ/ noun a US
Peace Corps

government organisation that trains
volunteers to work in developing
countries on educational and agricultural projects
peaceful coexistence / pisf(ə)l
kəυzstəns/ noun a situation
where countries may be in complete
disagreement, but exist together without threatening war
peace process /pis prəυses/
noun the gradual establishment of
peace by a process of negotiation between people who have been at war
Peel /pil /, Sir Robert (1788–1850)
prime minister of Great Britain
(1834–35 and 1841–46) and, s Home
Secretary (1822–27 and 1828–30), the
person who created the London police
force, later known as ‘bobbies’ or
‘peelers’. He founded the modern
Conservative Party and it won the
1841 election.
peer /pə/ noun 1. a member of the
House of Lords (NOTE: A peer is dispeaceful coexistence

|

peace process

Peel

peer

qualified from standing for election to
the House of Commons, but can renounce the peerage in order to be
able to stand for election as an MP.)
2. a person who is in the same group

or rank as another 쑗 a teacher well respected by her peers
peerage /pərd/ noun 1. all peers,
taken as a group 2. the position of being a peer 쑗 Three new peerages were
created in the New Year’s Honours
List. 쑗 He was elevated to the peerage
in 1993.
Peerages Act /pərdz kt/
noun an Act passed in 1963 that alpeerage

Peerages Act

people

lowed hereditary peers to refuse their
title for life. It also admitted female
hereditary peers to the House of Lords
and allowed the admittance of all
Scottish Peers.
COMMENT: The

Act was introduced because Tony Benn, a Labour MP, wanted to continue to be an MP after he inherited the title of Viscount Stansgate.
At the time this status automatically
disqualified him from continuing to be
an MP although he was entitled to become a Member of the House of
Lords.

peeress /pəres/ noun a female
member of the House of Lords
penal /pin(ə)l/ adjective referring
to punishment 왍 penal code a set of
laws governing crime and its punishment
penal
institution
/pin(ə)l
nsttjuʃ(ə)n/ noun a place where
criminals are kept, e.g. a prison
penalise /pinəlaz/, penalize verb
to punish someone for breaking a rule
or law 쑗 The government penalised
councils for overspending. 쑗 The contractors were penalised for late delivery.
penal system / pin(ə)l sstəm/
noun the system of punishments relating to different crimes
pending /pendŋ/ adverb while
waiting for 쑗 Pending the council’s decision, rates should be paid in the usual way. 쑗 Pending advice from our
lawyers, we sent a simple letter of acknowledgement.
Pentagon /pentəən/ noun the
building used by Department of Defense in Washington (NOTE: The
peeress

|

penal

penal institution

penalise

penal system

pending

Pentagon

building has five sides, hence the
name, which is also used to mean
the Defense Department itself: Pentagon officials stated that the supply
of arms was illegal; Sources close to
the Pentagon refused to comment
on the story.)
people /pip(ə)l/ plural noun 1. hupeople

man beings seen as a group 쑗 young
people 쑗 old people 쑗 Thousands of
people lined the streets to watch the
procession. 쑗 Most people voted for
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the new constitution. 2. all the members of a nation 쑗 the government of
the people, by the people, for the people 쑗 The President promised to serve
the people. (NOTE: The plural peoples means ‘members of several nations’: the peoples of southern Africa.) 왍 a man or woman of the people

People’s Assembly

|

People’s Bureau

People’s Council

People’s Party

people’s republic

|

per

per capita

per cent

written % after numbers.)
perestroika / perestrɔkə/ noun a
perestroika

|

period of political and economic reform that took place in the 1980s in
the former Soviet Union
period /pəriəd/ noun a particular
length of time 쑗 the post-war period
periodic / pəriɒdk /, periodical
/ pəriɒdk(ə)l/ adjective happening
regularly from time to time 쑗 the periodic rise of extreme right-wing groups
period

periodic

|

|

Permanent

term is Deputy Minister.)
COMMENT: Permanent Secretaries are
appointed by the Prime Minister but
are responsible to the Secretary of
State in charge of the relevant department.

permit /p#mt/ noun an official
permit

a leader or politician who understands
what is important to ordinary people 쐽
noun someone’s business assistants
and advisers 쑗 Ask your people to contact me next week.
People’s Assembly / pipəlz ə
sembli/ noun the legislature in Egypt
People’s
Bureau
/ pipəlz
bjυərəυ/ noun the embassy of the
Libyan Republic
People’s
Council
/ pipəlz
kaυnsəl/ noun the legislature in Syria
People’s Party / pipəlz pɑti/
noun the name given to some political
parties, e.g. in Austria
people’s republic / pipəlz r
pblk/ noun a Socialist or Communist republic
per /p#, pə/ preposition 1. at a rate
of 2. out of 쑗 The rate of imperfect
items is about fifteen per hundred. 쑗
The birth rate has fallen to twenty per
thousand.
per capita /pə kptə/ adjective,
adverb for each person 왍 average income per capita, per capita income
the average income of one person
per cent /pə sent/ adjective, adverb out of each hundred or for each
hundred 쑗 Eighty per cent (80%) of
crimes are solved. (NOTE: It is usually

Permanent Secretary

civil servant in a government department or ministry ( NOTE: The Canada

Secretary

/ p#mənənt sekrətri/ noun a chief

document which allows someone to
do something 왍 export permit, import permit an official document
which allows goods to be exported or
imported
per
procurationem
/p#
prɒkjυrtsəυnəm/ Latin phrase
meaning ‘with the authority of.’ Abbr
per procurationem

|

p.p.

per se /p# se/ Latin phrase
meaning ‘on its own’ or ‘by itself’ 쑗
per se

Fixing the rates is not per se a matter
for the Housing Committee, though
they may wish to offer an opinion.
persecute /p#skjut/ verb to treat
someone cruelly or unfairly on political, religious or racial grounds
persecution
/ p#skjuʃ(ə)n/
noun cruel or unfair treatment of
someone on political, religious or racial grounds
person /p#s(ə)n/ noun a human
being
persona /p#səυnə/ Latin word
meaning person 왍 persona grata a
person who is acceptable to a government, used especially of foreign diplomats 왍 persona non grata a person
who is not acceptable to a government, used especially of foreign diplomats 쑗 The Military Attaché was declared persona non grata and asked to
leave the country.
persecute

persecution

|

person

persona

|

personal

allowances

personal allowances

/ p#s(ə)n(ə)l əlaυənsz/ plural noun
|

the part of a person’s income which is
not taxed 쑗 allowances against tax or
tax allowances
Personal Bill /p#s(ə)nəl bl/ noun
a private bill introduced into Parliament which refers to a single person
and is the only way in which the person concerned can get justice, usually
in matters of property
Personal Bill
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placeman

personal income / p#s(ə)n(ə)l

business, it is said to ‘lie upon the table’ and is placed in a bag behind the
Speaker’s Chair.

personal income

nkm/ noun the income received by
an individual person before tax is paid
personality cult / p#sənlti
klt/ noun intense popular feeling
built around the character of a politician, usually a dictator
personal statement /p#s(ə)n(ə)l
stetmənt/ noun a statement made
by an MP after Question Time, when
he or she apologises to the House for
something. Also called personal explanation
persuadable
/pəswedəb(ə)l/
noun a voter who is regarded as being
willing to vote for a candidate if the
right arguments are given
persuade /pə swed/ verb to get
people to do or believe what you want
by using clever arguments 쑗 After
hours of discussion, they persuaded
the proposer of the motion to accept
the amendment. 쑗 We could not persuade the French negotiating team to
sign the agreement.
persuasive /pəswesv/ adjective
able to get people to do or believe
what you want by using clever arguments 쑗 He made a very persuasive
speech against restoring the death
penalty.
pertain /pəten/ verb to apply or exist in a particular situation
petition /pətʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a written request signed by the people supporting it, asking those with power to
do something 쑗 They presented a petition with a million signatures to Parliament, asking for the law to be repealed. 쑗 The councillor presented
two petitions which were referred to
the appropriate committees. 2. a written request made to a court 쐽 verb to
make an official request 쑗 He petitioned the government for a special
pension. 쑗 The marriage had broken
down and the wife petitioned for divorce.
personality cult

|

personal statement

persuadable

|

persuade

|

persuasive

|

pertain

|

petition

|

COMMENT:

Petitions to the House of
Commons are written by hand, and
have a set form of words. After a petition is presented in the House of Commons at the beginning of the day’s

petitioner /pətʃ (ə)nə/ noun a person who puts forward a petition
petty bourgeois / peti bυəwɑ/
adjective referring to the lower middle
class
petty bourgeoisie / peti bυəwɑ
zi/ noun the lower middle class of
small shopkeepers and minor civil
servants (NOTE: The word bourgeois
petitioner

|

petty bourgeois

petty bourgeoisie

|

is used in radical or communist circles to refer to anyone who is a capitalist, or even to anyone who is not a
communist.)
PFI noun a government scheme to enPFI

courage private companies to fund
public capital projects such as the
building of hospitals and schools. Full
form Private Finance Initiative
photo opportunity / fəυtəυ ɒpə
tjunəti/ noun a planned opportunity
for the media to photograph a politician or other public figure doing
something, especially to produce favourable publicity
pink /pŋk/ adjective relating to political views that are slightly left-wing
Pitt /pt/, William, 1st Earl of
Chatham (1708–78) As secretary of
state (1756–61), he was the most powerful politician in Great Britain and effectively prime minister. He headed a
new government from 1766 to 1768.
Pitt, William (1759–1806) Great
Britain’s youngest prime minister, at
the age of 24. Great Britain’s youngest
prime minister, at the age of 24 (1783–
1801), and returning for a second term
(1804–06), during which period the
Act of Union (1800(1783–1801)) incorporated Ireland into the United
Kingdom.
place /ples/ noun 왍 the other place
or another place (in the House of
Commons) the House of Lords
placeman /plesmən/ noun someone who receives a public office as a
reward for services to a political party
and uses it for personal greed or ambition
photo opportunity

|

pink

Pitt

Pitt

place

placeman
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Plaid Cymru / plad kυmri/ noun
Plaid Cymru

the political party which supports independence for Wales (NOTE: The
name means ’Party of Wales’ in the
Welsh language)
plank /plŋk/ noun a main item of
plank

policy, or an important aspect of
something 쑗 A proposal to raise taxes
is the central plank of the party’s platform.
planned /plnd/ adjective done according to a plan
planned economy / plnd 
kɒnəmi/ noun a system where the
government plans all business activity
planner /plnə / noun a person who
makes plans
planning /plnŋ/ noun 1. the activity of organising how something
should be done 2. the activity of organising how land and buildings are to
be used
planning authority /plnŋ ɔ
θɒrəti/ noun the section of local government which gives permission for
changes to be made to existing buildings or for new use of land
planning department /plnŋ d
pɑtmənt/ noun the section of a local
government office which deals with
requests for planning permission
planning inquiry /plnŋ n
kwari/ noun a hearing before a government inspector relating to a decision of a local authority in planning
matters
planning permission /plnŋ pə
mʃ(ə)n/ noun the official document
allowing someone to build new structures on empty land or to alter existing
buildings
platform /pltfɔm/ noun a set of
policy proposals put forward by a candidate in an election
Plato /pletəυ/ noun an Ancient
Greek philosopher (c. 428–347 BC)
whose ‘Republic’ is considered the
greatest work of political philosophy

where everyone learnt to accept
their position in life.)
pleasure /pleə/ 쏡 Her Majesty’s
pleasure
plebiscite /plebsat/ noun a type
pleasure

plebiscite

of vote to decide an important issue,
involving the eligible population of a
town, region or country 쑗 The province decided by plebiscite to lower the
voting age to eighteen.

planned

COMMENT: There is no agreement on
the difference between a referendum
and a plebiscite, and the words seem
to be largely interchangeable. Referendum is the more modern term, and
the word plebiscite carries bad overtones of its use in the days of Fascism.

planned economy

|

planner

planning

planning authority

|

planning department

|

planning inquiry

|

planning permission

|

platform

Plato

(NOTE: Plato argued that the best
form of government would be one
where philosophers were rulers and

pledge /pled/ noun a promise 쑗 The
pledge

voters were impressed by the opposition’s pledge to reduce taxes. 왍 to fulfil an election pledge to do what was
promised before an election 쐽 verb to
promise to do something 쑗 The government has pledged not to raise taxes. 쑗 He pledged his support to the
party leader.
plenary
session
/plinəri
seʃ(ə)n/ noun a meeting of all the
members of a group 쑗 The European
Parliament met in plenary session.
plenipotentiary / plenpə tenʃəri/
noun a person given full power to act
on behalf of a government in discussions with another country 쑗 The treaty was signed by plenipotentiaries on
behalf of the three governments.
plenum /plinəm/ noun a meeting
at which all members of a group are
present
PLO abbreviation Palestine Liberation Organization
PLP abbreviation Parliamentary Labour Party
pluralism /plυərəlz (ə)m/ noun a
social system which has different political, ethnic or religious groups coexisting within it
pluralist state / plυərəlst stet/
noun a state which has different political, ethnic or religious groups co-existing within it and exerting influence
over the government
plenary session

plenipotentiary

|

plenum

PLO

PLP

pluralism

pluralist state

GovtPol.fm Page 181 Tuesday, July 13, 2004 7:51 PM

181

plurality /plυərlti/ noun 1. the
number of votes which a candidate receives more than those for another
candidate 쑗 The candidate with a simple plurality wins the seat. 2. having
more votes than another candidate
plurality

|

(NOTE: [all senses] Plurality is more
commonly used in US English.)
plural voting /plυərəl vəυtŋ /
noun formerly, a system of voting that
plural voting

allowed some people to vote more
than once in an election or to vote in
different constituencies
plutocracy /plutɒkrəsi/ noun a
system of rule by rich people
plutocrat /plutəkrt/ noun a person who is a member of a plutocracy
PM abbreviation Prime Minister
pocket /pɒkt/ verb ((of a US president)) to retain a bill without signing
it in order to stop it becoming approved by Congress
pocket borough / pɒkt brə/
noun in Great Britain before the Reform Act of 1832, a political constituency whose representative in Parliament was chosen by one landowner or
landowning family
pocket veto / pɒkt vitəυ/ noun
US the refusal by the President of the
USA to sign a bill passed by Congress,
which the President may use if the bill
is given to him within ten days of the
time when Congress adjourns and
which Congress cannot override
plutocracy

|

plutocrat

PM

pocket

pocket borough

pocket veto

COMMENT:

The President’s ‘ordinary’
veto gives the power to refuse to sign
a bill into law. He must return his reasons for the veto within ten days. If
Congress does not give him sufficient
time to do this, that is if Congress
gives him the bill less than ten days
before the end of a session, the President can simply ignore the bill. This is
called the pocket veto. While the ‘ordinary’ veto can be overturned by a twothirds majority in both houses, the
pocket veto cannot be overturned at
all by Congress.

pogrom /pɒrəm/ noun a planned
pogrom

campaign of persecution or extermination of an ethnic group supported by
a government (NOTE: The term was

police
first used of the campaigns against
the Jews in tsarist Russia.)
point /pɔnt/ noun a question or
point

statement relating to a matter 쑗 in answer to the points raised by the Opposition spokesman 쑗 There are two
points to be considered. 쑗 The Chief
Executive made the point that the day
in question was a Sunday. 왍 to take
someone’s point to agree that the
point made by another speaker is correct 쑗 I take your point but it has no
bearing on the issue. 왍 point taken, I
take your point I agree that what you
say is valid
point of fact / pɔnt əv fkt/ noun
a question which has to be decided regarding the facts of a case 왍 in point
of fact really or actually
point of order / pɔnt əv ɔdə/
noun a question by one of the people
taking part in a formal debate or meeting that relates to the way in which a
meeting is conducted, in particular
whether rules are being properly observed 쑗 he raised an interesting point
of order 쑗 on a point of order, Mr
Smith asked the chairman to give a
ruling on whether the committee could
approve its own accounts
point of fact

point of order

COMMENT:

To raise a point of order,
someone may say: ‘On a point of order, Mr. Chairman’, and the Chairman
should stop the discussion to hear
what the person raising the point wishes to say.

polemic /pəlemk/ noun a strong,
often controversial argument against
or, less often, in favour of something
polemics /pəlemks/ noun the
practice of arguing strongly for or
against something
police /pəlis / noun the official
group of people who keep law and order in a country 쑗 The police have cordoned off the town centre. 쐽 verb 1. to
keep law and order in a place 쑗 The
President used the National Guard to
police the capital. 2. to make sure that
regulations or guidelines are carried
out 쑗 The department is carefully policing the way the guidelines are being
followed.
polemic

|

polemics

|

police

|
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police protection /pə lis prə

COMMENT: Under English law, the police are organised by area, each area
functioning independently with its own
police force. London, and the area
round London, is policed by the Metropolitan Police Force under the direct
supervision of the Home Secretary.
Outside London, each police force is
answerable to a local police authority,
although day-to-day control of operations is vested entirely in the Chief
Constable.

police protection

|

police sergeant

|

police state

|

police authority /pə lis ɔθɒrti/
police authority

|

|

noun the local committee which su-

pervises the police force of an area
Police Commissioner /pə lis kə
mʃ(ə)nə/ noun the highest rank in a
police force
Police Complaints Board /pə
lis kəmplents bɔd/ noun a group
which investigates complaints made
by members of the public against the
police
police
constable
/pəlis
knstəb(ə)l/ noun in the United
Kingdom, Canada, Australia, and
New Zealand, a police officer of the
lowest rank. Abbr PC
police force /pəlis fɔs/ noun a
group of policemen organised in an
area 쑗 The members of several local
police forces have collaborated in the
hunt for the terrorists. 쑗 The London
police force is looking for more recruits.
police headquarters /pə lis hed
kwɔtəz/ noun the main offices of a
police force
police inspector /pə lis n
spektə/ noun the rank in the police
force above sergeant and below chief
inspector
policeman /pəlismən/ noun a
man who is a member of a police force
police officer /pəlis ɒfsə / noun
a member of a police force
Police Commissioner

|

|

Police Complaints Board

|

|

police constable

|

police force

|

police headquarters

|

|

police inspector

|

|

policeman

|

police officer

|

COMMENT: Under English law, a police
officer is primarily an ordinary citizen
who has certain powers under common law and by statute.

police
precinct
/pə lis
prisŋ(k)t/ noun US a section of a
town with its own police station
police precinct

|

|

tekʃən/ noun the services of the police to protect someone who might be
harmed
police sergeant /pə lis sɑdənt/
noun the rank in the police force
above constable and below inspector
police state /pəlis stet/ noun a
country or system in which the government uses the police or army to
control the people 쑗 After the coup, the
generals were accused of operating a
police state.
police station /pə lis steʃ(ə)n/
noun the local office of a police force
policewoman
/pəliswυmən/
noun a woman member of a police
force
policing /pəlisŋ/ noun the activity
of keeping law and order in a place,
using the police force 쑗 The council is
debating the Chief Constable’s policing methods.
policy /pɒlsi/ noun a detailed plan
of how something will be done 쑗 government policy on wages or government wages policy 쑗 the government’s
prices policy 쑗 the country’s economic
policy 쑗 Our policy is to submit all
contracts to the legal department. 쑗 It
is not the policy of the council to give
grants for more than three years. 왍 the
government made a policy statement or made a statement of policy
the government declared in public
what its plans were
policy committee /pɒlsi kəmti/
noun a small group which discusses
plans for the way in which something
will be done
policy community /pɒlsi kə
mjunti/, policy network noun the
close relationship between government departments, pressure groups,
local authorities, academics, think
tanks and a wide variety of influences
involved in developing policy
Politburo /pɒltbjυərəυ/ noun the
Central Committee of a Communist
Party (NOTE: In North Korea the Politburo is the governing group in the
country.)
police station

|

policewoman

|

policing

|

policy

policy committee

|

policy community

|

Politburo
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politic 쏡 body politic
political /pəltk(ə)l/ adjective repolitic

political

|

lating to the state, government, political parties or elections 쑗 They are hoping for a political rather than a military solution to the crisis.
political correctness /pə ltk(ə)l
kərektnəs/ noun the attempt to
speak, write or act in a way that will
avoid giving offence to groups such as
people with disabilities, ethnic groups
or women, who have often been referred to or treated in inappropriate
ways in the past (disapproving) Abbr
PC. 쒁 inclusive
political
crime
/pə ltk(ə)l
kram/ noun a crime committed for a
political reason, e.g. assassination
political economy /pə ltk(ə)l 
kɒnəmi/ noun the study of ways in
which economics and government
policies affect each other
political editor /pəltk (ə)l edtə/
noun the chief journalist on a newspaper, or television or radio station who
deals with political stories
political fund /pəltk(ə)l fnd /
noun the money which a trade union
collects from its members to give to a
political party
political levy /pə ltk(ə)l levi/
noun the part of the subscription of a
member of a trade union which the union then pays to support a political
party
political life /pəltk(ə)l laf/ noun
activities and work associated with especially national or international politics
political correctness

|

|

political crime

|

political economy

|

|

political editor

|

political fund

|

political levy

|

political life

|

‘Never lose your temper with the press or
the public is a major rule of political life’
[Christabel Pankhurst]

politically correct /pə ltkli kə

|

rekt/ adjective avoiding giving offence to groups such as people with
disabilities, ethnic groups or women.
Abbr PC
political
officer /pə ltk(ə)l
ɒfsə/ noun a diplomat in a colony
who is concerned mainly with the relations between his government at
home and the administration in the
political officer

|

colony or with the governments of the
countries near the colony
political party /pəltk (ə)l pɑti/
noun a group of people who try to
achieve political power and who are
united by common beliefs about how
the country should be run
political prisoner /pə ltk (ə)l
prz(ə)nə/ noun a person kept in prison because he or she is an opponent of
the political party in power. Also
called prisoner of state
political refugee /pə ltk (ə)l
refjυdi/ noun a person who leaves
a country because he or she is afraid of
persecution for their political beliefs
politician / pɒl tʃ(ə)n/ noun a person involved in politics, especially national or international politics 왍 a fulltime politician a person whose job is
in politics, as an elected representative
political party

|

political prisoner

|

political refugee

|

|

politician

|

‘…the most successful politician is he
who says what everybody is thinking
most often and in the loudest voice’
[Theodore Roosevelt]

politicise /pəlemk/ verb 1. to inpoliticise

|

troduce political opinions into the discussion of an issue of general public
interest 2. to make someone more
aware of or active in politics
politicking /pɒltkŋ/ noun political campaigning or speech-making,
especially when regarded as insincere
or to someone’s own advantage
politico /pəltkeəυ/ noun a politician, especially one regarded as ineffective, insincere or self-serving
politicking

politico

|

(informal)

politico- /pəltkeəυ/ prefix political
politico-

and 쑗 politico-economic reasons for
debt
politics /pɒltks/ noun the theory
and practice of governing a country 왍
local politics or national politics the
practice of governing a local area, or
of governing a country
politics

politically correct

|

polity

‘…politics is the art of the possible’
[R.A. Butler]

polity /pɒlti/ noun a particular
form of government that exists within
a state or an institution
polity
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poll /pəυl/ noun 1. the process of a
poll

political election. 쒁 exit poll, opinion
poll, straw poll 왍 to go to the polls to
vote to choose a Member of Parliament or a local councillor 왍 the polls
opened an hour ago the voting started officially an hour ago 왍 the polls
close at 10 o’clock the voting ends at
10 o’clock 2. the number of votes cast
in an election 쑗 a low poll 쐽 verb 1. to
receive a particular number or percentage of votes in an election 쑗 He
polled only 123 votes in the general
election. 쑗 The centre parties polled
15% of the votes. 2. to ask a representative number of people their opinion
and to hope to discover as a result
what the whole population thinks. 쒁
opinion poll

polling booth /pəυlŋ buð/ noun
polling booth

a small enclosed space in a polling station, where the voter goes to mark his
or her ballot paper in private. Also
called voting booth
polling day /pəυlŋ de/ noun the
day of an election
polling station /pəυlŋ steʃ(ə)n/
noun a central public place such as a
library or school where people of the
surrounding area go to vote
pollster /pəυlstə/ noun an expert in
designing, holding and understanding
opinion polls
poll tax /pəυl tks/ noun 1. a tax
paid at the same rate by each adult
member of the population. Also called
community charge 2. same as compolling day

polling station

pollster

poll tax

munity charge
COMMENT:

Nicknamed the poll tax after the hated 14th-century Poll Tax,
which had been a major cause of the
Peasants’ Revolt, the community
charge was first introduced in Scotland and later in England and Wales
as a replacement for the former system of ‘rates’, a tax on the size of
owned property. It was so unpopular
that in 1990 there were violent protests and demonstrations against it, a
large non-payment campaign, and
large anti-government votes in local
elections and by-elections. It had a big
influence in Margaret Thatcher losing
the leadership of the Conservative
party and was later abolished.

184

polyarchy /pɒliɑki/ noun rule by
polyarchy

many people

populace /pɒpjυləs/ noun the ordipopulace

nary people in an area or country 쑗
The government has hidden its plans
from the populace.
popular /pɒpjυlə/ adjective 1.
liked by many people 쑗 This is our
most popular model. 2. referring to
people in general 쑗 a popular misconception about local government 쑗 The
policy has wide popular appeal. 3.
suitable for most people who have no
special or technical knowledge 쑗 a
popular account of the cloning issue
Popular Front /pɒpjυlə frnt/
noun 1. a group of Socialist and Communist parties, formed in 1935 to fight
fascism 2. a left-wing organisation
formed to fight a ruling government or
colonial power
Popular Party /pɒpjυlə pɑti/
noun a political party which claims to
represent a large number of ordinary
people
popular sovereignty /pɒpjυlə
sɒvrnti/ noun in the United States,
the doctrine that a government is subject to the will of the people
popular vote / pɒpjυlə vəυt/ noun
a vote of the majority of the people in
a country 왍 the president is elected
by popular vote the president is elected by a majority of all the voters in the
country, as opposed to being elected
by parliament
popular

Popular Front

Popular Party

popular sovereignty

popular vote

COMMENT: The President of the USA is
elected by an electoral college, not by
popular vote.

populated /pɒpjυletd/ adjective
populated

where people live 쑗 a heavily populated area or a densely populated area
population / pɒpjυleʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. all the people who live in a place 쑗
Less than half the population bothered
to vote in the last election. 2. the
number of people living in a place 쑗 a
city with a population of two million
or with a 2 million population 쑗 The
population of Britain has fallen over
the last few years.
population

|
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populism /pɒltkz(ə)m/ noun polpopulism

itics that considers the interests of ordinary people, as opposed to those of
a privileged elite
populist /pɒpjυlst/ adjective designed to appeal to what most people
are thought to want 쑗 populist policies
쐽 noun a politician who appeals to
people by playing on their emotions
and fears
populous /pɒpjυləs/ adjective
where many people live 쑗 The most
populous area of the country is round
the capital.
pork /pɔk/ noun government money
and jobs awarded by politicians to
their supporters or constituents to win
their favour, especially when the strategy has failed
portcullis /pɔtkls/ noun the emblem of both UK Houses of Parliament, in the form of a portcullis with a
crown above it (NOTE: A portcullis is a
populist

populous

pork

portcullis

|

heavy iron grid that was raised and
lowered to protect the gateway of a
castle.)
portfolio /pɔtfəυliəυ/ noun the
portfolio

|

particular job of a government minister 쑗 He was offered the Defence portfolio.
position paper /pəzʃ (ə)n pepə/
noun a detailed report on a subject
giving the official opinion and recommendations of a government or organisation
position paper

|

positive

discrimination

positive discrimination

/ pɒztv dskrmneʃ(ə)n/ noun
|

the policy of giving more favourable
treatment to members of groups who
have often suffered from unfair treatment 쑗 The council’s policy of positive
discrimination has ensured that more
women are appointed to senior posts.
positive vetting / pɒztv vetŋ/
noun the close investigation of a person who applies for a civil service job
working with secret information
possession /pəzeʃ(ə)n/ noun the
situation of having something 왍 how
did the information come into his
possession, how did he get possession of the information? how did he
positive vetting

possession

|

power broker

acquire the information? 왍 the Committee was not in full possession of
the facts the Committee did not know
everything about the matter 왍 an MP
in possession of the House an MP
who is speaking to the House of Commons, and so cannot be interrupted or
stopped
postal ballot /pəυst(ə)l blət/
noun an election where the voters
send their voting papers by post
postal vote /pəυst(ə)l vəυt/ noun
a vote made by sending in a voting paper by post
postbag /pəυstb/ noun the letters received by a well-known person,
MP, newspaper, or TV or radio programme 쑗 The postbag was full of
complaints about the proposals for the
new airport. (NOTE: The US term is
postal ballot

postal vote

postbag

mailbag.)
posteriori

posteriori 쏡 a posteriori
POTUS /pɒtəs/ noun full form
POTUS

President of the United States
(used in memos and internal documents by White House staff)
power /paυə/ noun 1. the strength
or ability to do something 2. the aupower

thority or legal right to do things or to
make people do things 쑗 the powers of
a local authority in relation to children in care 쑗 the powers and duties
conferred on the tribunal by the statutory code 쑗 The treasurer has no power to vary the order. 쑗 The President
was granted wide powers under the
new constitution. 3. a powerful country or state 쑗 one of the important military powers in the region
‘Power tends to corrupt and absolute
power corrupts absolutely.’ [Lord Acton]

power base /paυə bes/ noun a
group of voters or supporters providing the core of someone’s political
power or influence 쑗 he has built up a
power base in the unions
power bloc /paυə blɒk/ noun a
group of countries linked together as a
powerful group
power broker /paυə brəυkə/
noun a person or country that is able
power base

power bloc

power broker
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to use their influence to affect the policies and decisions of others
powerful /paυəf(ə)l/ adjective having the power to influence or control
what people do or think 쑗 a powerful
argument against military intervention in the area 쑗 The party has a powerful publicity department.
powerless /paυələs/ adjective
having no power 쑗 The government
was powerless in the face of the campaign.
power play /paυə ple/ noun the
use of influence or threats to achieve
something
power politics / paυə pɒltks/
noun the threat to use economic or
military force by one powerful country to try to get other countries to do
what it wants
p.p. on behalf of, or with the authority of (used before a signature when
powerful

powerless

power play

power politics

p.p.

signing a letter for someone else)

Full form per procurationem
PPP / pi pi pi/ abbreviation public
private partnership
PPS abbreviation Parliamentary Private Secretary
PR abbreviation 1. proportional representation 2. public relations
Praesidium, Presidium noun the
main committee of a governing Communist Party
pragmatic sanction /prmtk
sŋkʃən/ noun a decree issued by a
sovereign that has the force of law
pray /pre/ verb to ask someone to do
something 쑗 Members pray that action may be taken.
prayer /preə/ noun 1. a request to the
House of Commons to do something
or not to do something 2. a motion in
the House of Commons asking the
Crown to annul a statutory instrument
3. a request to God
prayers /preəz/ plural noun an address to God, which begins each sitting of the Houses of Parliament
preamble /primb (ə)l/ noun the
first words in an official document
such as a Bill before Parliament or
PPP

PPS

PR

Praesidium

pragmatic sanction

|

pray

prayer

prayers

preamble

|

contract, introducing the document
and setting out the main points in it
precautions /prkɔʃ(ə)nz / plural
noun steps taken to prevent something
unpleasant 쑗 The company did not
take proper fire precautions. 쑗 Staff
must take precautions against theft.
precedence /presd(ə)ns/ noun
the right to be first, because of being
the most important
precedent /presd(ə)nt/ noun
something such as a judgment which
has happened earlier, and which can
show what should be done in the
present case
precept /prisept/ noun an order
asking for rates to be paid 왍 the Metropolitan Police precept part of the
council tax paid in London which
pays for the Metropolitan Police Force
precinct /prisŋkt/ noun 1. an
open area in a town around which
there are shops or other buildings 2.
US an administrative district in a town
precautions

|

precedence

precedent

precept

precinct

(NOTE: The UK equivalent is ward.)
preclude /prklud/ verb to forbid
preclude

|

or to prevent 쑗 The High Court is precluded by statute from reviewing such
a decision. 쑗 This agreement does not
preclude a further agreement between
the parties in the future.
predecessor /pridsesə/ noun a
person who has held a job before the
present person 쑗 He had to accept the
treaty which his predecessor had
signed.
pre-empt / pri empt/ verb to act
before someone else can act 쑗 The
President pre-empted the call for more
democracy by suddenly announcing a
general election.
pre-emption / pri empʃən/ noun
the right of first refusal to buy something before it is sold to someone else
preference /pref(ə)rəns/ noun
something which is liked or wanted
more than other things 왍 to have or
show or express a preference for to
like something better than something
else 쑗 We have a clear preference for a
diplomatic solution. 왍 in order of
preference arranged with your first
predecessor

pre-empt

pre-emption

preference
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choice first and your last choice last 쑗
List the candidates in order of preference. 왍 personal preference a feeling
of liking or wanting something that is
different for different people 쑗 The
choice of car is not just a matter of
personal preference – there are environmental consequences to take into
account.
preferential duty / prefərenʃ(ə)l
djuti/, preferential tariff noun a
special low rate of tax
preferential duty

preferential

treatment

preferential treatment

/ prefərenʃəl tritmənt/ noun better

treatment given to one person or group
than to another without reasonable
cause 쑗 No-one should get preferential
treatment on the housing list just because they are related to a councillor.
preferential voting / prefərenʃəl
vəυtŋ/ noun an electoral system
used in some countries such as Australia, in which voters indicate their
chosen candidates in order of preference
preferment /prf#mənt/ noun the
process of giving someone an important job or a better job than they had
before
prejudge /pridd / verb to form
an opinion about something or someone without having all the information
prejudice /predυds/ noun 1. an
unreasonable opinion about someone
based on false ideas about their religion, race, gender or class 2. harm
done to someone 쐽 verb to harm
someone or something 쑗 The reports
appeared to prejudice his chances of
getting the appointment.
prejudiced /predυdst/ adjective
based on prejudice 쑗 The speakers
were clearly prejudiced against foreigners.
pre-legislative scrutiny / pri
ledslətv skrutni/ noun the
process of allowing MPs who have
special knowledge of the subject of a
Bill to make comments at an early
stage, in a departmental Select Committee, before a bill is introduced into
Parliament
preferential voting

|

preferment

|

prejudge

|

prejudice

prejudiced

pre-legislative scrutiny

prerogative order

preliminary /prlmn(ə)ri/ adjecpreliminary

|

tive happening at an early stage in a

process

discussion /pr
lmn(ə)ri dskʃ(ə)n/, preliminary
meeting noun a discussion or meeting which takes place before the main
discussion or meeting starts
preliminary ruling /pr lmn(ə)ri
rulŋ/ noun a decision made by a
court before its final judgement 쑗 The
preliminary ruling of the European
Court of Justice was meticulously prepared and indicated that the case was
going against the company.
premier /premiə/ noun 1. the Prime
Minister 2. (in a federal state) the
chief minister of a state or province as
opposed to the Prime Minister of the
Federal government. This applies to
the States of Australia, the Provinces
of Canada and also in China.
premiership /premiəʃp/ noun the
period when a Prime Minister governs
쑗 during the premiership of Harold
Wilson (NOTE: In Canada and Australia, it is also used to refer to provincial or state premiers.)
premises /premsz/ noun a building and the land it stands on 쑗 reviewing the local tax on business premises
쑗 licensed premises
premium
bonds /primiəm
bɒnds/ plural noun government
bonds, part of a national savings
scheme, which do not pay any interest
but which give the owner the chance to
win a weekly or monthly prize
prerogative /prrɒətv/ noun a
special right which someone has to do
something
prerogative of mercy /pr
rɒətv əv m#si/ noun a power
used by the Home Secretary to reduce
a sentence imposed by the courts on a
criminal
prerogative order /pr rɒətv
ɔdə/, prerogative writ noun a command ordering a body to do its duty or
not to do some act, or to hold an inquiry into its own actions
preliminary discussion

preliminary

|

|

preliminary ruling

|

premier

premiership

premises

premium bonds

prerogative

|

prerogative of mercy

|

prerogative order

|
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prerogative powers /pr rɒətv
paυəs/ plural noun the special powers used by a government, acting in
the name of the King or Queen, to do
something such as declare war, nominate ministers, without needing to ask
Parliament to approve the decision
presence /prez(ə)ns/ noun being
present or being at a place when something happens 쑗 The will was signed in
the presence of two witnesses.
present /prez(ə)nt/ adjective 1.
happening now 쑗 The present international situation means that police
have been put on the alert. 쑗 What is
the present address of the company?
2. being there when something happens 쑗 Only four Opposition MPs
were present when the vote was put. 쐽
verb 1. to give someone something 쑗
The mayor presented certificates to
members of the public who had helped
in the rescue operations. 쑗 She was
presented with a watch on completing
twenty-five years’ service with the
council. 2. to bring, send or show a
document 왍 to present a petition to
bring a petition before a meeting for
discussion 쑗 Councillor Smith presented a petition requesting improvements to the hospital bus service.
presentation / prez (ə)nteʃ(ə)n/
noun 1. the process or a ceremony of
giving something to someone 쑗 They
made him a presentation of a watch
after twenty-five years’ service. 쑗 At a
presentation ceremony in the White
House, the President awarded the
Medal of Honor to three people. 2. a
talk, demonstration or exhibition to
explain something 쑗 The developers
made a presentation of the proposed
new civic centre. 쑗 We have asked two
PR firms to make presentations of advertising campaigns aimed at tourists.
preservation
order
/ prezə
veʃ(ə)n ɔdə/ noun a court order
which prevents a building from being
knocked down or a tree from being cut
down
preside /przad/ verb 1. to be
chairman of a meeting 쑗 to preside
over a meeting 쑗 The meeting was
prerogative powers

|

presence

present

presentation

|

preservation order

|

preside

|

held in the committee room, Mr Smith
presiding. 2. to be in control when
something happens 쑗 The generals
presided over a period of economic
decline. 쑗 The finance minister presided over a run-down of the country’s
gold reserves.
presidency /prezdənsi/ noun 1.
the position of president 쑗 The presidency of the European Union passes
from country to country every six
months. 2. the period when a president
is governing 쑗 during Kennedy’s presidency or during the Kennedy presidency
president /prezd(ə)nt/ noun 1.
the head of a department, company or
court 쑗 He was elected president of the
sports club. 쑗 A.B. Smith has been appointed president of the company. 2.
the head of a republic 쑗 the President
of the United States (NOTE: As a title
presidency

president

of a head of state, President can be
used with a surname: President
Ford, President Wilson. In the United
States, it is also often as a term of
address with Mr in front: Mr President.)
COMMENT: A president is the head of
state of a republic. It may be a ceremonial title, with some executive powers while the real power resides in the
Prime Minister, as in India. In other
states such as the USA, the President
is both head of state and head of government. The President of the USA is
elected by an electoral college, and
holds the executive power under the
United States constitution. The legislative power lies with Congress, and
the President cannot force Congress
to enact legislation, but can veto legislation which has been passed by Congress.

/ prezd(ə)nt 
lekt/ noun an elected or appointed
president who has not yet officially
started work in that role
presidential / prezdenʃəl/ adjective referring to a president of a country 쑗 the US presidential elections 쑗
Three presidential candidates have
appeared on television. 쑗 The National Guard has surrounded the Presidential Palace. 왍 presidential govpresident-elect

president-elect

|

presidential

|
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ernment a type of government where
the head of the executive is a president
presidential-style / prezdenʃəl
stal/ adjective working in a similar
way to the United States presidency 왍
presidential-style government a type
of government similar to that of the
United States, where the President is
not a member of the elected legislature
왍 presidential-style campaign an
election campaign which concentrates
on the person of the leader of the party, and not on the party’s policies 쑗
The Prime Minister was accused of
running a presidential-style government or a presidential-style election
campaign.
presidential-style

|

President of the Board of Trade

President of the Board of
Trade / prezdənt əv ðə bɔd əv
tred/ noun a title sometimes given to
the minister in charge of the British
Department of Trade, equivalent to a
Minister of Commerce

President of the European Commission

President of the European
Commission / prezdənt əv ðə

jυərəpiən kəmʃ(ə)n/ noun the
chief executive of the European Union
and head of the European Commission, elected for a five-year period
|

pressure group

the national press newspapers which
are sold in all parts of the country 쐽
verb to ask for something again and
again 쑗 She pressed the Minister for a
reply. 쑗 The Opposition pressed for a
debate.
press
conference
/pres
kɒnf(ə)rəns/ noun a meeting where
reporters from the news media are given news by politicians, the police or
others, who answer the reporters’
questions
Press Council /pres kaυns(ə)l/
noun a body which hears complaints
from the public about newspapers and
attempts to get newspapers to report
the news in a responsible way
press
coverage
/pres
kv(ə)rd/ noun reports about
something by newspapers
press gallery /pres ləri/ noun
a part of the House of Commons,
House of Lords or other council
chamber, where journalists sit to report on debates
pressing /presŋ/ adjective urgent
쑗 There is a mass of pressing business
for the committee to consider.
press release /pres r lis/ noun a
report about something which is sent
to newspapers, television and radio
stations by people involved so that
they can get publicity for it
press
secretary
/pres
sekrət(ə)ri/ noun a person employed
by an organisation to spread favourable news stories about the organisation
쑗 The information was communicated
by the President’s Press Secretary.
pressure /preʃə/ noun a force or
strong influence to make someone
change his or her opinions or course of
action 쑗 The army exerts strong political pressure on the President. 쑗 The
Prime Minister gave in to pressure
from the backbenchers. 쑗 The Whips
applied pressure on the rebel MPs to
vote with the government.
pressure group /preʃə rup/
noun a group of people with similar
interests, who try to influence government policies
press conference

Press Council

press coverage

press gallery

pressing

press release

|

President
President of the Senate

of

the

Senate

/ prezdənt əv ðə senət/ noun the

person who chairs debates in the US
Senate and has a casting vote, nominally the Vice-President of the USA,
but usually a deputy, except when a
casting vote is likely to be used

president
president pro tempore

pro

tempore

/ prezd(ə)nt prəυ tempəre/ noun a

senator who takes the place of the
Vice-President as chair of the Senate,
or who appoints deputies to do so,
when the Vice-President is not present
presidium noun another spelling of
presidium

Praesidium
press /pres/ noun newspapers and
press

magazines 왍 in the press in or mentioned by news publications 쑗 The
Minister has been in the press a lot recently. 쑗 He has been strongly criticised in the press for the decision. 왍
the local press newspapers which are
sold in a small area of the country 왍

press secretary

pressure

pressure group
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pressure
politics
/ preʃə
pɒltks/ noun the activity of attempting to change a government’s
policies by political discussion and influence
previous question /priviəs
kwestʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. in the House of
Commons, a motion to stop a question
being debated, so that a vote cannot be
held on it 2. in the House of Lords and
US legislative bodies, a motion to put
a question that will end a debate so
that a vote on a bill can be taken immediately
price controls /pras kən trəυlz/
noun legal measures to prevent prices
rising too fast
prima facie / pramə feʃi/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘on the face of it or
as things seem at first’
primary /praməri/ adjective 1. in
the first place 왍 of primary importance extremely important, the most
important of all 쑗 The question is of
primary importance to the security of
the country. 2. the first of several stages 쐽 noun US a local election in which
members of a political party choose
candidates for an election (NOTE: In
the USA, primaries are held in some
states to choose a candidate for the
presidency in advance of the nominating conventions.)
pressure politics

previous question

price controls

|

prima facie

primary

COMMENT:

In the USA, primaries are
held in some states to choose a candidate for the presidency in advance
of the nominating conventions.

Prime Minister / pram mnstə/
Prime Minister

noun the head of a government 쑗 the
Australian Prime Minister or the
Prime Minister of Australia
COMMENT: The title Prime Minister is
used in most countries to indicate the
head of the government, except in
countries, such as the USA, where the
President is head of government as
well as the head of state. The British
Prime Minister is not the head of state,
but the head of government. The
Prime Minister is usually the leader of
the party which has the majority of the
seats in the House of Commons, and
forms a cabinet of executive ministers
who are either MPs or members of the
House of Lords.

Prime Ministerial /pram mn
Prime Ministerial

|

stəriəl/ adjective referring to a
Prime Minister 왍 Prime Ministerial
government a form of government
where a Prime Minister is the head of
government

Prime

Prime Minister’s Questions

Minister’s

Questions

/ pram mnstəz kwestʃənz/ noun

the period, currently of 30 minutes on
Wednesdays, when MPs ask questions
the Prime Minister directly
primus inter pares / praməs n
t# peəs/ Latin phrase meaning ‘first
among equals’: used sometimes to refer to the office of Prime Minister, implying that all ministers are equal, and
the Prime Minister is simply the most
important of them (NOTE: There is a
primus inter pares

|

great deal of discussion over the
question of whether the Prime Minister is merely first among equals or
whether in recent years the Prime
Minister has become more like a
president who dominates the Cabinet.)
prince /prns / noun 1. a male memprince

ber of a royal family, usually the son
of a king or queen 쑗 one of the Saudi
royal princes 2. the title of the ruler of
a small country such as Cambodia or
Monaco (NOTE: spelt with a capital
letter when used as a title: Prince
Charles; Prince Abdullah)
prince consort / prns kɒnsɔt/
noun 1. Prince Consort the title givprince consort

en to Prince Albert, the husband of
Queen Victoria (1837–1901) 2. the title given to the husband of a ruling
queen 쑗 When Queen Victoria reigned
as queen, her husband, Albert, was
Prince Consort.
princedom /prnsdəm/ noun a
small country ruled by a prince
Prince of Wales / prns əv welz/
noun the title of the eldest son of the
king or queen of England
princess /prnses/ noun a female
member of a royal family, especially
the daughter of a king or queen, or the
wife of a prince
Princess Royal / prnses rɔəl/
noun the title given to the eldest
princedom

Prince of Wales

princess

|

Princess Royal

|
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daughter of a king or queen (NOTE:
spelt with a capital letter as a title:
Princess Anne; the Princess of
Wales)
principal /prnsp(ə)l/ noun 1. a
principal

person who is responsible for something, especially person who is in
charge of a company or person who
commits a crime 2. a person or company which is represented by an agent
쑗 The agent has come to London to see
her principals. 3. money invested or
borrowed on which interest is paid 쑗 to
repay principal and interest 쐽 adjective most important 쑗 The principal
shareholders asked for a meeting. 쑗
The country’s principal products are
paper and wood. Compare principle
principality / prnsplti / noun a
country ruled by a prince 쑗 the Principality of Monaco 쒁 co-principality
principality

|

(NOTE: The state of Andorra is in fact
a co-principality, as it is governed by
two princes; in Britain, ‘the Principality’ is the name given to Wales.)
principle /prnsp(ə)l/ noun a basic
principle

point or general rule
prioritise /praɒr taz/ verb 1. to
put some things that need to be done
first and do them before others 2. to
put the things you have to do in an order of importance
priority /praɒrti/ noun something
which is more important than other
things 왍 order of priority an order in
which things are arranged, where the
most important comes first 쑗 let us
deal with the points on the agenda in
order of priority 왍 the government
has got its priorities wrong the government is giving importance to things
that are not regarded as important
priority area /praɒrti eəriə/
noun a part of the country to which
government must give extra money
because of its needs
prioritise

|

|

priority

|

priority area

|

prisoner of conscience

prisoner

of

conscience

/prz(ə)nə əv kɒnʃəns/ noun a per-

son who has been put in prison because of his or her beliefs

private sector

prisoner of state /prz(ə)nə əv
stet/ noun same as political prisoner
prisoner of war / prz(ə)nə əv
wɔ/ noun a member of the armed
forces captured by the enemy in time
of war. Abbr POW
prison visitor / prz(ə)n vztə/
noun a member of a board of visitors
appointed by the Home Secretary to
visit, inspect and report on conditions
in prisons
private /pravət/ adjective 1. belonging to a single person, not a company or the state 2. not public, limited
to a small group 쑗 The discussions between the minister and his civil servants must remain private if they are to
be of any value
Private Bill /pravət bl/, Private
Act noun a Bill or Act of Parliament
relating to a particular person or institution
Private
Calendar
/pravət
klndə/ noun US the list of Private
Bills to be discussed in the House of
Representatives
prisoner of state

prisoner of war

prison visitor

private

Private Bill

Private Calendar

Private Finance Initiative

Private

Finance

Initiative

/ pravət fanns  nʃətv/ noun
full form of PFI
private
member
/pravət
membə/ noun an ordinary backbench
|

private member

MP who is not a member of the Government or on the Opposition front
bench
Private Member’s Bill / pravət
membəz bl/ noun a Bill which is
drawn up and introduced to Parliament by an ordinary Member of Parliament, not by a government minister
Private
Secretary / pravət
sekrətri/ noun a civil servant attached personally to a Secretary of
State or Prime Minister, who acts as
the link between the minister and the
department
private sector /pravət sektə/
noun all companies and businesses
which are owned by shareholders or
individuals, not by the state. Compare
Private Member’s Bill

Private Secretary

private sector

public sector
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private sitting /pravət stŋ/
private sitting

noun an occasion when Parliament

meets without any members of the
public being present and without written records or recordings being made.
Private sittings occur rarely.
privatisation / pravətazeʃ(ə)n/,
privatization noun the action of privatising a state-owned industry
privatise /pravətaz/, privatize
verb to sell a state-owned industry to
private shareholders, usually to members of the public
privilege /prvld/ noun 1. a special advantage attached to a position
or office 쑗 The office of Mayor carries
privileges, such as the use of the mayoral car and driver. 쑗 One of the privileges of the job is being able to use
the company helicopter. 2. protection
from the law given in some circumstances to particular individuals like
Members of Parliament in UK or the
President in USA 왍 breach of parliamentary privilege speaking in a defamatory way about Parliament or
about a Member of Parliament 왍
Crown privilege right of the Crown
or of the government not to have to
produce documents in court 3. US order of priority 왍 motion of the highest
privilege a motion which will be discussed first, before all other motions
privileged /prvldd/ adjective
protected by privilege
privatisation

|

privatise

privilege

privileged

privileged
privileged communication

communication

/ prvldd
kə mjunkeʃ(ə)n/
noun a letter which could be libellous
|

|

but which is protected by privilege,
e.g. a letter from a client to his lawyer
privileged meeting / prvldd
mitŋ/ noun a meeting where what is
said will not be repeated to other people
privileged questions / prvldd
kwestʃ(ə)ns/ plural noun US the order of priority of motions to be discussed
Privy Council / prvi kaυnsəl/
noun a body of senior advisers who
advise the Queen on some matters,
mainly formed of members of the cabprivileged meeting

privileged questions

Privy Council

inet and former members of the cabinet. It never meets as a group, but
three Privy Councillors need to be
present when the Queen signs Orders
in Council.
Privy
Councillor
/ prvi
kaυnsələ/ noun a member of the
Privy Council
Privy Purse /prvi p#s/ noun 1.
the official who manages the personal
finances of the British monarch 2. the
allowance from public funds given to
the British monarch to cover personal
expenses
Privy Seal /prvi sil/ noun 1. a seal
that used to be attached to documents
authorised by the British king or
queen 2. same as Lord Privy Seal
PRO abbreviation Public Record Office
pro- /prəυ/ prefix meaning in favour
of 쑗 a pro-abortion lobby 쑗 the president is very pro-British 쑗 Public opinion is not pro-European.
proactive /prəυktv/ adjective
prepared to take the initiative in doing
things, rather than reacting to events
as they happen 쑗 The Leader of the
Opposition said that the government
minister should have been far more
proactive in his approach to the problem.
procedural /prəsidərəl/ adjective referring to procedure 왍 procedural problem, procedural question
an issue or difficulty relating to correct procedure 쑗 The debate lasted two
hours because councillors argued
over procedural problems.
procedural motion /prəsidərəl
məυʃ(ə)n/ noun a proposal to allow
something to happen under the rules
of procedure 쑗 The chairman moved a
procedural motion so that the committee could discuss the next business.
procedure /prəsidə/ noun the
way in which something is usually
done 쑗 to follow the proper procedure
proceedings /prəsidŋz/ plural
noun 1. using a court to settle a legal
dispute 2. an event
Privy Councillor

Privy Purse

Privy Seal

PRO

pro-

proactive

|

procedural

|

procedural motion

|

procedure

|

proceedings

|
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proceeds /prəυsidz/ plural noun
proceeds

the money which results from selling
something
process /prəυses/ noun a series of
things which are done in order to
achieve something 쐽 verb to deal officially with a document or request
processing /prəυsesŋ/ noun 1.
the sorting of information 쑗 processing of information or of figures 2.
moving slowly in a procession
proclamation / prɒkləmeʃ(ə)n/
noun an official public statement 쑗 the
proclamation of a state of emergency
proconsul /prəυkɒnsəl/ noun 1. a
governor or administrator of a colony
or other dependency 2. a senior administrator in a country under the control of an invader’s armed forces,
whose job is to restore essential services, establish a new government and
restore normal life for the population
as quickly as possible
Procurator Fiscal / prɒkjuretə
fsk(ə)l/ noun (in Scotland ) the law
officer who decides whether a criminal should be prosecuted
prodemocracy / prəυdmɒkrəsi/
adjective supporting a democratic
system of government
profit /prɒft/ noun the money
which results from a successful business
profiteer / prɒftə/ noun a person
who makes too much profit, especially
when goods are in short supply
profiteering / prɒftərŋ/ noun
making too much profit
progovernment
/prəυ
v(ə)nmənt / adjective 1. supporting a government currently in power
2. supporting a strong government influence on society
programme /prəυrm/; US
/prəυrm/ noun a plan of action,
especially a party’s plan of political or
legislative action (NOTE: The US
spelling is program.) 왍 the government’s legislative programme the
bills which the government plans to
put before the House
process

|

processing

proclamation

|

proconsul

Procurator Fiscal

prodemocracy

|

profit

profiteer

|

profiteering

|

progovernment

|

programme

proletariat

progress noun /prəυres/ movement forwards 왍 motion to report
progress a motion to adjourn a meeting of the House of Commons sitting
as a committee until a later date, similar to the motion for adjournment of
the debate 쐽 verb /prəυres/ to move
forwards 쑗 The government is progressing towards the completion of its
legislative programme.
progressive /prəresv/ adjective
in favour of new, usually left-wing
ideas
Progressive /prə resv/ adjective
belonging to or associated with a progressive political party 쐽 noun a member of a progressive political party
progress

|

progressive

|

Progressive

|

Progressive Conservative Party

Progressive Conservative Party /prəυ resv kəns#vətv pɑti/
|

|

noun one of the main political parties

in Canada

Democrats /prə
resv deməkrts/ plural noun a
political party in the Republic of Ireland
Progressive Party /prəυresv
pɑti/ noun a South African national
political party that merged with part of
the United Party in 1977 to form the
Progressive Federal Party
progressive tax /prəresv tks/
noun a tax which becomes higher as
someone’s salary increases, e.g. income tax
progress report /prəυres r
pɔt/ noun a document which describes what progress has been made
proletarian / prəυləteəriən/ adjective referring to the working class 쑗 a
proletarian movement for government
reform 왍 the proletarian revolution
in Marxist theory, the stage when the
proletariat overthrows a capitalist society
proletariat / prəυləteəriət/ noun
the working class, especially manual
and industrial workers and their families 왍 the urban proletariat working
people who live in towns 왍 dictatorship of the proletariat in Marxist theory, the period after a revolution when
Progressive Democrats

Progressive

|

Progressive Party

|

progressive tax

|

progress report

|

proletarian

|

proletariat

|
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the Communist Party takes control until a classless society develops
promote /prəməυt/ verb 1. to introduce a new Bill into Parliament 2. to
give someone a more important job 쑗
He was promoted from deputy to sales
manager. 3. to advertise 4. to encourage something to grow 쑗 The United
Nations hopes to promote better understanding between countries with
different systems of government. 쑗 The
government’s campaign to promote
increased prosperity in urban centres.
promoter /prəməυtə/ noun a person who introduces a new Bill into
Parliament
propaganda / prɒpəndə/ noun
(usually as criticism) statements
which describe the policies or actions
of a government in a way which persuades people to believe they are true
and correct 쑗 The people have grown
used to not believing government
propaganda. 쑗 The leader of the opposition denounced the council’s advertising campaign as simple propaganda.
propaganda radio / prɒpəndə
rediəυ/ noun radio broadcasts aimed
at changing people’s political ideas
propaganda war / prɒpəndə
wɔ/ noun a fight between two parties
or governments, using radio or television or newspapers, to publicise their
ideas and to try to persuade people to
believe them
propagandist / prɒpəndst/
noun a person who issues propaganda
proportion /prəpɔʃ(ə)n/ noun a
part of a total 쑗 A proportion of the
pretax profit is set aside for contingencies. 쑗 Only a small proportion of our
sales comes from retail shops.
promote

|

promoter

|

propaganda

|

propaganda radio

|

propaganda war

|

propagandist

|

proportion

|

proportional

representation

proportional representation

/prə pɔʃ(ə)n(ə)l reprzenteʃ(ə)n/
noun a system of electing representa|

|

tives where each political party is given the number of places which is directly related to the number of votes
cast for the party. Abbr PR
proposal /prəpəυz(ə)l/ noun a suggestion, thing suggested 쑗 to make a
proposal

|

proposal or to put forward a proposal
왍 to lay a proposal before the House
to introduce a new Bill before Parliament for discussion
propose /prəpəυz/ verb to suggest
that something should be done 쑗 The
Bill proposes that any party to the proceedings may appeal. Compare second 왍 to propose a motion to ask a
meeting to vote for a motion and explain the reasons for this
proposer /prəpəυzə/ noun a person who introduces a motion or suggests that something should be done 쑗
Each candidate needs a proposer and
seconder. 쑗 Mr Smith is the proposer
of the vote of thanks, but who is seconding him? Compare seconder
proposition / prɒpəzʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. a proposal or suggestion that can be
discussed or formally debated 2. a
suggested law or change to a law that
people can vote for or against (US)
prorogation
/ prəυrəeʃ(ə)n/
noun the ending by the Queen of a
session of Parliament
prorogue /prərəυ/ verb ((of the
Queen)) to end a session of Parliament 쑗 Parliament was prorogued for
the summer recess.
proscribe /prəυskrab/ verb to ban
or forbid 왍 a proscribed political
party a political party which has been
banned
Prospect /prɒspekt/ noun a trade
union representing engineers and scientists. It was formed in 2001 by the
merger of IPMS (The Institute of Professional, Managers and Specialists)
and EMA (the Engineers and Managers Association).
prospective candidate /prə
spektv knddet/ noun a person
who may be chosen as candidate for a
constituency
protected country /prə tektd
kntri/ noun an independent country
which is defended by another, more
powerful, country
protective treaty /prə tektv
triti/ noun an agreement by which
propose

|

proposer

|

proposition

|

prorogation

|

prorogue

|

proscribe

|

Prospect

prospective candidate

|

protected country

|

protective treaty

|
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one country agrees to defend another
smaller country
protector /prətektə/ noun a person
or country which defends others
protectorate /prətekt(ə)rət/ noun
1. a country which is being protected
or governed by another more powerful
country 쑗 a British protectorate 2. 왍
the Protectorate period from 1653 –
1658 when Oliver Cromwell was Lord
Protector
protector

|

protectorate

|

pro tempore Latin phrase meaning
pro tempore

for a time. 쒁 president pro tempore
protest noun /prəυtest/ a statement
or action to show that you do not approve of something 쑗 to make a protest
against high prices 왍 in protest at
showing that you do not approve of
something 쑗 the staff occupied the offices in protest at the low pay offer 쐽
verb /prətest/ 왍 to protest against
something to say that you do not approve of something 쑗 the retailers are
protesting against the ban on imported goods
protester /prətestə / noun a person
who protests 쑗 Protesters marched to
Downing Street.
protest march /prəυtest mɑtʃ/
noun a demonstration where protesters walk as a group through the streets
protest strike /prəυtest strak/
noun a refusal to work in protest at a
particular grievance
protocol /prəυtəkɒl/ noun 1. a first
version of what has been agreed in negotiations between countries 쑗 The negotiators signed the protocol of the
treaty. 2. a list of things which have
been agreed 3. the correct behaviour
between ambassadors and the officials
of different governments, or in any
other formal proceedings
provide /prəvad/ verb 1. to give or
supply something 2. to allow that
something will happen
provided that /prəvadd ðt/,
providing /prəvadŋ/ conjunction
on condition that 쑗 The committee will
decide on the planning application
next week provided (that) or providing
the architect’s report is received in
protest

|

protester

|

protest march

protest strike

protocol

provide

|

provided that

|

|

provost

time. (NOTE: In legal documents, the
form provided always that is often
used.)
province /prɒvns/ noun 1. a large
province

administrative division of a country 쑗
the ten provinces of Canada 쑗 The premier of the Province of Alberta. 2. an
area of a country away from the capital city 왍 in the provinces in the country outside London 3. 왍 the Province
Northern Ireland
provincial /prə vnʃəl/ adjective referring to a province 쑗 a provincial
governor 쑗 The company is based in
the provincial capital. 쐽 noun a person
from the country, not the capital
provincial police /prə vnʃəl pə
lis/ noun a Canadian police force
that operates within a province but not
in urban areas, which have their own
police forces
provision /prəv(ə)n/ noun 1. a
legal condition 왍 the provisions of a
Bill conditions listed in a Bill before
Parliament 2. money put aside in accounts in case it is needed in the future
쑗 The council has made a £2m provision for bad debts.
provisional /prəv(ə)n(ə)l/ adjective temporary, not final or permanent 쑗 provisional budget 쑗 They
wrote to give their provisional acceptance of the contract.
Provisional /prəv(ə)n(ə)l/ noun
a member of an unofficial group in the
Irish Republican Army
provisionally /prə v(ə)nəli/ adverb not finally 쑗 The contract has
been accepted provisionally. 쑗 He was
provisionally appointed director.
proviso /prəvazəυ/ noun a condition in a contract 쑗 We are signing the
contract with the proviso that the
terms can be discussed again in six
months’ time. (NOTE: The proviso
provincial

|

provincial police

|

|

provision

|

provisional

|

Provisional

|

provisionally

|

proviso

|

usually begins with the phrase ‘provided always that’.)
provocateur /prɒvɒkə t#/ 쏡 agent
provost /prɒvəst / noun the leading
provocateur

|

provost

elected official in a Scottish town,
with a position similar to that of a
mayor in England
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prowar /prəυwɔ/ adjective supporting war in general, a specific war,
or the policy of going to war in a specific situation
proxy /prɒksi/ noun 1. a document
which gives someone the power to act
on behalf of someone else 쑗 to sign by
proxy 2. a person who acts for someone else, especially by voting as they
instruct, e.g. at a meeting or in an election 쑗 to act as proxy for someone
proxy vote /prɒksi vəυt/ noun a
vote made by proxy
PS / pi es/ abbreviation 1. Permanent Secretary 2. private secretary
PSBR abbreviation Public Sector
Borrowing Requirement
psephologist noun a person who
makes a study of elections and voting
patterns
psephology noun the study of elections and voting patterns
PSNI abbreviation Police Service of
Northern Ireland
PTA abbreviation Passenger Transport Authority or Parent Teacher Association
PTC abbreviation Public Services,
Tax and Commerce Union
public /pblk/ adjective 1. referring to all the people in general 2. referring to the government or the state
3. taking place in front of many people, as opposed to in private 쑗 a public
appearance by a member of the Royal
Family 쑗 the public opening of the new
park 왍 in public in a way that allows
many people hear or see something 쑗
He never comments on these matters
in public. 쐽 noun 왍 the public, the
general public the people in general 앳
public administration 1. means by
which government policy is carried
out 2. people responsible for carrying
out government policy
prowar

|

proxy

proxy vote

PS

PSBR

psephologist

psephology

PSNI

PTA

PTC

public

Public Accounts Committee
Public Accounts Committee

/ pblk əkaυnts kə mti/ noun a select committee of the House of Commons which examines the spending of
each department, including such matters as whether the department was en|

|

titled to spend the money in question,
and whether the spending was a waste
of money
public affairs /pblk əfeəz/ plural noun political issues that affect
people generally
public affairs

|

Public and Commercial Services Union

Public and Commercial Services Union /pblk ən kəm#ʃ(ə)l
|

s#vsz junjən/ noun a trade union
representing employees of government departments and agencies, with
over 250,000 members. It was formed
in 1998 with the merger of the PCS
(Public Services, Tax and Commerce
Union) and the IRSF (Inland Revenue
Staff Federation). Abbr PCS
Public Bill / pblk bl/ noun a Bill
referring to a matter applying to the
public in general which is introduced
in Parliament by a government minister
public
corporation /pblk
kɔpəreʃ(ə)n/ noun in the United
Kingdom, an organisation set up by
the government to run a state-owned
enterprise such as the BBC, and
whose chairman and governors are appointed by a government minister
public domain / pblk dəυmen/
noun in the public domain referring
to information which is available to
the public
public enquiry /pblk ŋkwari/
noun another spelling of public inquiry
public expenditure / pblk k
spendtʃə/ noun the money spent by
local or central government
public eye 앳 in the public eye
well-known because of appearing frequently in the media 앳 out of the
public eye not seen in the media as
much as before
public figure / pblk fə/ noun a
person who is well-known, often
through the media, especially a politician
public finance / pblk fanns /
noun the raising of money by governments through taxes or borrowing and
the spending of it
Public Bill

public corporation

|

public domain

|

public enquiry

|

public expenditure

|

public eye

public figure

public finance
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public sector

public order / pblk ɔdə/ noun a

public funds / pblk fndz/ plural noun the government money availpublic funds

public order

able for spending

public gallery /pblk ləri /
public gallery

noun an area where members of the
public can sit to listen to debates in a
council chamber or the House of
Commons or House of Lords
public health / pblk helθ/ noun
the general health of a community and
the measures taken to protect it
public image / pblk md/
noun the way in which someone or an
organisation is regarded by the public,
even if this is not a true picture 쑗 The
ecological disaster has given oil companies a bad public image.
public inquiry /pblk nkwaəri /
noun an official investigation to find
out exactly what went wrong in a particular situation, led by a judge or other experienced person appointed by
the government
public interest / pblk ntrəst/
noun 1. the right of the public to know
about something which affects them 왍
in the public interest for the benefit
of the public 쑗 The newspaper claimed
that the publication of the details was
in the public interest. 2. general interest by people in something 쑗 There
was little public interest in the proposed scheme.
public life /pblk laf/ noun the
kind of work and activities in politics,
education, religion and business that
lead to someone being well-known 쑗
After his wife’s accident, he decided to
retire from public life.
public monopoly / pblk mə
nɒpəli/ noun a situation where the
state is the only supplier of a product
or service. Also called state monoppublic health

public image

public inquiry

|

public interest

public life

public monopoly

|

oly

situation where the general public is
calm and well behaved
public
ownership
/ pblk
əυnəʃp/ noun a situation in which an
industry or business is owned by the
state 쑗 The company has been put into
state ownership. Also called state
public ownership

ownership

policy / pblk pɒlsi/
noun political plans affecting the gen-

public
public policy

eral good of all the people

public

public private partnership

private

partnership

/pblk pravət pɑtnəʃp/ noun a

partnership between government and
private companies to provide services
and infrastructure traditionally provided by the public sector. Abbr PPP
public
prosecutor
/ pblk
prɒskjutə/ noun a government official who brings charges against
criminals. In the UK this is the Director of Public Prosecutions.
Public Record Office /pblk r
kɔd ɒfs/ noun a UK institution
which stores official documents after
they are made available to the public,
usually 30 years after they were created. Abbr PRO
public relations / pblk r
leʃ(ə)nz/ noun keeping good links
between an organisation or a group
and the public so that people know
what the group is doing and approve
of it. Abbr PR
public prosecutor

Public Record Office

|

public relations

|

public relations department
public relations department

/ pblk rleʃ(ə)nz d pɑtmənt/
noun the section of an organisation
|

|

which deals with relations with the
public
public relations officer / pblk
rleʃ(ə)nz ɒfsə/ noun an official
who deals with relations with the public
public sector /pblk sektə/
noun industries and services which
are owned by the state 쑗 A report on
wage rises in the public sector or on
public sector wage settlements. Compare private sector
public relations officer

|

public sector

public office /pblk ɒfs/ noun a
public office

position in a government department 쑗
She has held public office for twenty
years.
public opinion / pblk əpnjən/
noun what most people think about
something
public opinion

|

Public Sector Borrowing Requirement /pblk sektə bɒrəυŋ
public sector
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rkwaəmənt/ noun the amount of
money which a government has to
borrow
public servant / pblk s#vənt/
noun someone who works for the government or a government organisation, or someone holding an elected
position in government
public service / pblk s#vs/
noun 1. work in a government job or
in an organisation controlled by government 쑗 a long career in public
service 2. an essential service that is
provided by government such as education or healthcare, or a service that
benefits the public in general such as
transport
|

public servant

public service

Public Services, Tax and Commerce Union

Public Services, Tax and Commerce Union noun a British trade
union representing civil servants.
Abbr PTC
public
spending
/ pblk
spendŋ/ noun the money spent by
the government and government organisations
public
transport
/ pblk
trnspɔt/ noun transport such as
buses, trains which is used by any
member of the public
public utility /pblk jutlti/
noun a company that provides gas,
electricity or water
public works / pblk w#ks/ plural noun projects such as road or
school building or the renewal of sewers that are undertaken by government
for the community
pure democracy / pjυə d
mɒkrəsi/ noun a form of democracy
in which the people exercise direct
power instead of through representatives they have elected to govern on
their behalf
purge /p#d/ verb to remove opponents or unacceptable people from a
group or from their jobs 쑗 The activists have purged the party of moderates or have purged the moderates
from the party. 쑗 The new regime
purged the senior military officers
within a few days of taking control.
public spending

public transport

public utility

|

public works

pure democracy

|

purge

pursuant to /pəsjuənt tə/ adverb
pursuant to

|

relating to or concerning 쑗 matters
pursuant to Article 124 of the EU treaty 쑗 pursuant to the powers conferred
on the local authority 쑗 pursuant to
Standing Order No. 61
pursue /pəsju/ verb to continue
with discussion or debate 쑗 We shall
pursue this matter at our next meeting.
pursuit /pəsjut/ noun the process
of trying to achieve something
pursue

|

pursuit

|

‘…all men…are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit
of
happiness’
[US Declaration of Independence]

purview /p#vju/ noun within the
purview

limits that a law, organisation or person is responsible for or deals with 쑗 It
is within the purview of the Finance
Committee to review the council’s expenditure.
put /pυt/ verb 왍 to put a proposal to
someone to ask someone to consider a
suggestion 왍 to put a proposal to the
vote to ask a meeting to vote for or
against a proposal 왍 to move that the
question be put to ask that a meeting
should vote immediately on a proposal without further discussion
put down / pυt daυn/ verb 1. to
stop or crush a rebellion 쑗 The Prime
Minister ordered the army to put down
the revolt. 2. to suggest that a motion
should be debated in a meeting 쑗 He
put down a motion criticising the government for its foreign policy. 3. to
write something in an account book 쑗
to put down a figure for expenses
put forward / pυt fɔwəd / verb to
propose or suggest that something
should be done 쑗 Mr John Smith’s
name has been put forward as a candidate for Treasurer. 쑗 The government has put forward ten pieces of legislation for the next session. 쑗 He put
forward the suggestion that council
meetings should be held on Saturdays.
put in / pυt n/ verb to place inside
put off / pυt ɒf/ verb to arrange for
something to take place later than
planned 쑗 The hearing was put off for
put

put down

put forward

put in

put off
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two weeks. 쑗 He asked if we could put
the visit off until tomorrow.
put on / pυt ɒn/ verb to place on 왍
to put an item on the agenda to list
an item for discussion at a meeting 왍
to put an embargo on trade to forbid
trade
put on

PW

put out / pυt aυt/ verb to send out 쑗
put out

to put work out to freelance workers 쑗
We put all our typing out to a bureau.
putsch /pυtʃ/ noun an armed attack
on a government by people trying to
overthrow it
PW abbreviation Policewoman
putsch

PW
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QMV abbreviation qualified majority
QMV

voting
qua /kwɑ/ conjunction as, or acting
as 쑗 a decision of the Lord Chancellor
qua head of the judiciary
Quai d’Orsay / ka dɔsa/ noun
the street by the river Seine in Paris,
where the French Foreign Ministry
has its offices (NOTE: often used to requa

Quai d’Orsay

fer to the Foreign Ministry itself, or to
its policies)
qualification / kwɒlfkeʃ(ə)n/
noun a limitation or exception to what
qualification

|

has been said or written 쑗 the minister
said that the new rules would apply
immediately but with the qualification
that cars more than ten years old
would be exempt

qualified

majority

qualified majority vote

vote

/kwɒlfad mədɒrti vəυt/ noun
|

the voting system used in most cases
on the Council of Ministers of the European Union by which more than a
simple majority of votes is required to
reach agreement (NOTE: The effect of
using the qualified majority vote is to
remove the national veto on change
but not to make change as easy to
achieve as it would be if a simple majority were required.)
qualify /kwɒlfa/ verb 1. to achieve
qualify

the examination result or the skills
needed to do a job 2. to limit in some
way 3. to change or to amend
quango /kwŋəυ/ noun a group
of people appointed by a government
with powers to deal with problems,
but largely independent of government control. Full form quasi-autonquango

omous non-governmental organization (NOTE: The plural is quangos.)

quarter /kwɔtə/ noun 1. a period
of three months 2. a section of a town
쑗 the old Turkish quarter
quarter day /kwɔtə de/ noun a
day at the end of a three month period,
when rents should be paid
quarter

quarter day

COMMENT: In England the quarter days
are 25th March (Lady Day), 24th June
(Midsummer Day), 29th September
(Michaelmas Day) and 25th December (Christmas Day).

Quartet /kwɔtet/ noun an internaQuartet

|

tional group of representatives from
the United States, the European Union, the Russian Federation and the
United Nations that meets regularly to
encourage a peace process between Israel and the Palestinian Authority
quash /kwɒʃ/ verb to overturn a decision, or to make something not exist
쑗 The appeal court quashed the verdict. 쑗 She applied for judicial review
to quash the order.
quasi- /kweza/ prefix almost or
which seems like 쑗 a quasi-official
body 쑗 a quasi-judicial investigation
queen /kwin/ noun 1. a female ruler
쑗 the queen of the Netherlands 2. the
wife of a king (NOTE: [all senses] writquash

quasi-

queen

ten with a capital letter when used as
a title: Queen Elizabeth II)
Queen Mother /kwin mðə/
noun a woman who is the mother of a
Queen Mother

King or Queen

Queen’s Messenger / kwinz
mesndə/ noun a diplomat who carries messages from Britain to British
embassies. Also called King’s Messenger
Queen’s Speech / kwinz spitʃ/
noun a speech written by the government and delivered by the Queen at
Queen’s Messenger

Queen’s Speech
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the opening of a session of Parliament
which outlines the government’s plans
for the next year
quell /kwel/ verb to keep under control 쑗 Mounted police were brought in
to quell the riots.
query /kwəri/ noun question 쑗 The
Chief Secretary to the Treasury had to
answer a mass of queries from MPs. 쐽
verb to ask a question about something or to suggest that something
may be wrong 쑗 The opposition
spokesman queried the statements
made by the Cabinet Office officials.
question /kwestʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
words which need an answer 쑗 MPs
asked the minister questions about the
Swiss bank accounts. 쑗 She said she
wished to put three questions to the
Permanent Secretary. 쑗 The managing
director refused to answer questions
about redundancies. 쑗 The market research team prepared a series of questions to test the public’s attitude to the
government’s record on law and order. 쒁 written question 2. a problem
쑗 He raised the question of the cost of
the lawsuit. 쑗 The main question is
that of time. 쑗 The tribunal discussed
the question of redundancy payments.
3. a matter or motion to be discussed
by Parliament 왍 to put the question to
ask MPs to say whether they agree
with the motion or not 왍 question
negatived a motion not carried or
agreed to in a meeting 쐽 verb 1. to ask
questions 쑗 The inspectors questioned
the Minister’s staff for four hours. 쑗
She questioned the chairman about
the council’s investment policy. 2. to
ask or to suggest that something may
be wrong 쑗 MPs questioned the reliability of the confidential report. 쑗 The
leader of the council questioned the
result of the opinion poll.
quell

query

question

question of personal privilege
question of personal privilege

/ kwestʃ(ə)n
əv
p#s(ə)n(ə)l
prvld/ noun US a matter referring

to a member of Congress, which is
usually given priority over other matters

question
question of privilege

of

privilege

/ kwestʃ(ə)n əv prvld/ noun a

q.v.

matter which refers to the House or a
member of it
Question Time /kwestʃ(ə)n tam/
noun the period in the House of Commons and the European Parliament
when members can put questions to
ministers about the work of their departments
quid pro quo / kwd prəυ kwəυ/
Latin phrase meaning ‘one thing for
another’: action done in return for
something done or promised
Quirinal noun one of the seven hills
of Rome, where the Italian government has its offices (NOTE: used as a
Question Time

quid pro quo

Quirinal

term for the Italian government)

quisling /kwzlŋ/ noun a person
quisling

who gives their support to the enemy
of their country ( NOTE: From the
name of the Norwegian collaborator
with the Nazis, Vidkun Quisling.)
quorate /kwɔret/ adjective havquorate

ing enough people present at a meeting for the meeting to be held 쑗 The
resolution was invalid because the
shareholders’ meeting was not
quorate. 쒁 inquorate
quorum /kwɔrəm/ noun the smallest number of people who have to be
present at a meeting to make it valid
quorum

COMMENT:

In the House of Commons,
the quorum is 40 MPs; 30 peers are
needed for a quorum in the House of
Lords. In the US Congress, a majority
of members must be present, that is,
51 in the Senate and 218 in the House
of Representatives.

quota /kwəυtə/ noun a fixed
quota

amount of something which is allowed to be sold or bought or obtained
quota system /kwəυtə sstəm/
noun a plan which limits the number
of people or of goods or of money
which can be used or brought into a
country or taken out of a country
quotation /kwəυteʃ(ə)n/ noun
words taken out of a speech or a book
quota system

quotation

|

q.v., quod vide Latin phrase meanq.v.

ing ‘which see’ used to refer to another document 쑗 A similar case appears
in the agenda for the Social Services
Committee (q.v.).
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rabble /rb(ə)l/ noun the ordinary
people regarded as inferior
rabble-rouser /rb(ə)l raυzə/
noun a politician who encourages an
angry crowd to take violent action
rabble-rousing /rb(ə)l raυzŋ/
adjective encouraging people to take
violent action 쑗 a rabble-rousing
speech
race /res / noun 1. a competition or
test to see who is the best at doing
something 쑗 The race is on for the
Democratic presidential nomination.
2. a group of people who share the
same language, history or culture, or
who are different from other groups in
terms of their physical appearance
race relations / res rleʃ(ə)nz/
plural noun the relations between people of different racial groups
racial /reʃ(ə)l/ adjective referring
to different ethnic groups
racial discrimination / reʃ(ə)l
ds krmneʃ(ə)n/ noun unfair treatment of someone because of their ethnic background
racial
prejudice
/ reʃ(ə)l
predυds/ noun feelings of dislike
for someone because of their ethnic
background 쑗 They investigated the
claims of racial prejudice against the
Housing Committee chairman.
racial
profiling
/ reʃ(ə)l
prəυfalŋ/ noun the practice by
some police of stopping and questioning members of specific ethnic groups
more often than others without reasonable cause
racial segregation / reʃ(ə)l
sereʃ(ə)n/ noun the practice of
keeping different races apart
rabble

rabble-rouser

rabble-rousing

race

race relations

|

racial

racial discrimination

|

|

racial prejudice

racial profiling

racial segregation

|

/resz(ə)m/, racialism
/reʃ(ə)lz (ə)m / noun a belief in rac-

racism
racism

ist ideas 쑗 The minority groups have
accused the council of racism in their
allocation of council houses.

racist, racialist (usually as critiracist

cism) actions based on racist ideas 쐽
adjective /resst /; /reʃ(ə)lst/ be-

lieving that people from other ethnic
groups are different and should receive different and usually worse
treatment
쐽
noun
/resst/;
/reʃ(ə)lst / a person with racist ideas
radical /rdk (ə)l/ adjective 1. extreme or involving great change 쑗 The
problem of overcrowding is so great,
that only a radical solution can solve
it. 쑗 The new leader has started a radical rethink of the party’s policies. 2.
concerned with the most important or
basic parts of something 쐽 noun 1. a
person who believes that a complete
change should be made to society to
reduce social problems 2. Radical a
member or supporter of a Radical Party
radicalise /rdkəlaz/ verb to
adopt politically radical views, or encourage someone to do this
radicalism /rdkəlz(ə)m/ noun
the political ideas of radicals
Radical Party /rdk(ə)l pɑti /
noun a political party in favour of
great or rapid change in society
raise /rez/ verb 1. to increase or to
make higher 쑗 The government has
raised the penalties for drug smuggling. 쑗 The company raised its dividend by 10%. 2. to ask a meeting to
discuss a question 쑗 to raise a question or a point at a meeting 쑗 in answer to the point of order raised by Mr
radical

radicalise

radicalism

Radical Party

raise
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Smith 왍 to raise an objection to say
that you object to something 쑗 The opposition members of the Committee
raised a series of objections to the
wording of the statement. 3. to obtain
money 쑗 The council is trying to raise
the capital to fund its housing programme. 쑗 The government hopes to
raise the money by extra taxation. 쑗
Where will she raise the money from to
start up her business? 쐽 noun US an
increase in salary 쑗 He asked the boss
for a raise. (NOTE: The UK term is
rise.)

raison d’état / rezɒn det/ noun
raison d’état

|

a strong reason that is believed to justify political or diplomatic action that
might otherwise be rejected (NOTE:

Raison d’état is open to criticism because it can be used to justify acts
such as the abolition of individual
rights if the general good of the people seems to require it at the time.)
raison d’‚tat / razɒn de t/ noun
raison d’‚tat

|

the reason for a political action, which
says that an action is right because it is
for the common good
COMMENT: Raison d’‚tat is open to criticism because it can be used to justify
acts such as the abolition of individual
rights, if the general good of the people may seem to require it at the time.

Raj /rɑd/ noun the period of British
Raj

government of India

Rajya Sabha

Rajya Sabha noun the upper house
of Parliament in India. Compare Lok
Sabha

rally /rli/ noun a mass political
rally

meeting
ram /rm/ verb to force the passage
of a bill, usually against strong objections
rank /rŋk/ noun a level or grade in
an army or other organisation 쑗 In the
Foreign Service, the rank of secretary
is lower than that of ambassador. 쑗 He
was promoted to the rank of Chief Superintendent. 쐽 verb to be level with
rapprochement
/rprɒʃmɒŋ/
French word meaning ‘coming closer’, a situation where two states become friendly after a period of unram

rank

rapprochement

|

reactionary

friendliness 쑗 Political commentators
have noted the rapprochement which
has been taking place since the old
president died.
rate /ret/ noun 1. a measurement of
something 2. the cost of something 쐽
verb 1. to estimate the size or value of
something 2. to be worthy of something
rate of inflation / ret əv n
fleʃ(ə)n/ noun a percentage increase
in prices over a period of one year.
Also called inflation rate
rates /rets/ plural noun until 1989
in Scotland and 1990 in England and
Wales, local taxes on the size of
owned property
ratification / rtf keʃ(ə)n/ noun
official approval of something which
has already been agreed 쑗 The Chair
of Finance asked the committee for
ratification of his decision.
ratify /rtfa/ verb to approve officially something which has already
been agreed 쑗 The treaty was ratified
by Congress. 쑗 The ceasefire agreement has to be ratified by all the parties involved. 쑗 Although the directors
had acted without due authority, the
company ratified their actions.
re /ri/ preposition about or concerning or referring to 쑗 re your inquiry of
May 29th 쑗 re: Smith’s memorandum
of yesterday 쑗 re: the agenda for the
AGM 왍 in re concerning or in the case
of 쑗 in re Jones & Co. Ltd
reaction /rikʃən/ noun 1. an action taken in reply to or as a result of
something else 쑗 The reaction of the
minister has been to attack the Opposition parties. 2. extreme conservatism or opposition to any reform 쑗 The
slogan of the Socialists was ‘Defeat
the Forces of Reaction’.
reactionary /rikʃən(ə)ri/ adjective, noun holding extreme conservative views, being opposed to all reform 쑗 The newspaper is becoming
more and more reactionary. 쑗 As he
grew older, the President’s policies
became reactionary.
rate

rate of inflation

|

rates

ratification

|

ratify

re

reaction

|

reactionary

|
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reading /ridŋ/ noun one of the
reading

three stages of discussion of a Bill in
Parliament
COMMENT:

First Reading is the formal
presentation of the Bill when the title is
read out; Second Reading is the stage
when printed copies of the Bill are
available and it is explained by the
Minister proposing it, there is a debate
and a vote is taken; the Bill is then discussed in Committee and at the Report Stage; Third Reading is the final
discussion of the Bill in the whole
House of Commons or House of
Lords.

read out / rid aυt/ verb to remove
someone formally from membership
of a political party or other group
Reagan /reən/, Ronald (1911–
2004) 40th president of the United
States (1981–89), during which period
relations with the former Soviet Union
greatly improved
Reaganomics
/ reənɒmks/
noun the free-market economic approach of US president Ronald Reagan, involving cuts in taxes and social
spending together with removal of
controls on domestic markets
realign /riə lan/ verb to form new
alliances or associations, or cause
people or groups to do this
realignment / riəlanmənt/ noun
1. a change in the relationship between political parties or between
countries in an alliance 쑗 a basic realignment of parties on the left 쑗 a realignment of Caribbean states 쑗 The
General Election of 1997 produced an
important realignment in British politics, when the long period of Conservative dominance which had lasted
since 1979 was brought to an end by a
Labour landslide victory. 2. the process of making a change in a system, so
that different parts are in a different relationship to each other 왍 a currency
realignment a change in the international exchange rates
realm /relm/ noun 1. an area ruled by
a king or queen 2. a particular area of
interest or activity 쑗 the political
realm
read out

Reagan

Reaganomics

|

realign

|

realignment

|

realm

Realpolitik /reɑlpɒlti,/ German
word meaning politics based on real
Realpolitik

|

and practical considerations and not
on theoretical or moral principles
rebate /ribet/ noun an amount of
money which is officially returned to
someone, reducing the amount that
has to be paid 쑗 a tax rebate
rebel /reb(ə)l/ noun a person who
fights against the government or
against people in authority 쑗 Anti-government rebels have taken six towns. 쑗
Rebel ratepayers have occupied the
town hall. 쐽 verb to fight against authority (NOTE: rebelling – rebelled)
rebellion /rbeljən/ noun a fight
against the government or against
those in authority 쑗 The army has
crushed the rebellion in the southern
province.
rebellious /rbeljəs/ adjective
fighting against authority
rebut /rbt/ verb to reply to a point
made by someone in a debate or argument 쑗 She attempted to rebut the assertions made by the Opposition
spokesman.
rebuttal /rbt(ə)l/ noun the act of
rebutting something
recall /r kɔl/ noun 1. asking someone to come back 쑗 MPs are asking
for the recall of Parliament to debate
the crisis. 쑗 After his recall, the Ambassador was interviewed at the airport. 2. US the system of ending the
period in office of an elected official
early, following a popular vote 쐽 verb
1. to ask someone to come back 쑗 MPs
are asking for Parliament to be recalled to debate the financial crisis. 쑗
The witness was recalled to the committee room. 왍 to recall an ambassador to ask an ambassador to return to
his or her country, usually as a way of
breaking off diplomatic relations 2. to
remember 쑗 The witness could not recall having seen the papers.
receipt /rsit/ noun a document
showing that someone has paid for
something or that someone has taken
delivery of something 쐽 verb to stamp
or to sign a document to show that it
rebate

rebel

rebellion

|

rebellious

|

rebut

|

rebuttal

|

recall

|

receipt

|
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has been received or to stamp an invoice to show that it has been paid
receive /rsiv/ verb to accept a report officially 쑗 It was resolved that
the reports of the subcommittees be received.
receiver of wrecks /r sivər əv
reks/ noun the official of the Department of Trade and Industry who deals
with legal problems of wrecked ships
within his or her area
receiving /rsivŋ/ noun the act of
taking something which has been delivered
recess /rses/ noun 1. the period
when Parliament or another body is
not sitting 쑗 During August, Parliament is in recess. 쑗 The council’s last
meeting before the summer recess will
be on 23rd July. 2. (in Congress) the
period when the chamber does not
meet, but is not adjourned 쐽 verb (of
the US Senate) not to meet, but without adjourning 쑗 The Senate recessed
at the end of the afternoon.
reciprocal /rsprək(ə)l/ adjective
involving two countries or people or
organisations in an agreement to give
equal amounts of help to each other
reciprocal trade /r sprək(ə)l
tred/ noun trade between two countries, where each agrees to buy goods
from the other 쑗 The two countries
signed a reciprocal trade agreement.
reciprocate /rsprəket/ verb to
do the same thing to someone as he or
she has just done to you 쑗 The President offered to free political prisoners
if the rebels would reciprocate by freeing their hostages.
reciprocity / resprɒsti/ noun an
arrangement which applies when two
people, countries or organisations give
an equal amount of help to one another
recognise /rekənaz/, recognize
/rekə naz/ verb to approve something as being legal 왍 to recognise a
government to say that a government
which has taken power in a foreign
country is the legal government of that
country 왍 to recognise a trade union
receive

|

receiver of wrecks

|

receiving

|

recess

|

reciprocal

|

reciprocal trade

|

reciprocate

|

reciprocity

|

recognise

|

record

to accept that a union can act on behalf
of staff 쑗 although all the staff had
joined the union, the management refused to recognise it
recognition / rekənʃ(ə)n/ noun
the formal acceptance by one country
of the independent and legal status of
another
recommendation
/ rekəmen
deʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a suggestion that
something should be done 쑗 The government is acting on the recommendations of the Royal Commission. 쑗 The
subcommittee forwarded a recommendation for two new computers to the
Finance Committee. 쑗 The Council
will consider the recommendation of
the subcommittee that the budget be
revised. 2. a statement that someone or
something is good 쑗 We appointed her
on the recommendation of her former
employer. 3. in the European Union, a
piece of advice about how to do something, which is not compulsory but
which people are encouraged to adopt.
recognition

|

recommendation

|

쒁

decision, directive, regulations

recommit / rikəmt/ verb US to
recommit

|

send a bill back to the committee
which reported it, for further discussion
recommittal / rikəmt(ə)l/ noun a
decision to send a bill back to a committee for further discussion
reconvene / rikənvin/ verb to
meet again 쑗 The committee has adjourned, and will reconvene tomorrow
morning.
record /rkɔd/ noun 1. a report of
something which has happened, especially an official report of a court action 쑗 The chairman signed the minutes as a true record of the last meeting. 왍 off the record unofficially or in
private 쑗 he made some remarks off
the record about the rising crime figures in the borough 2. a description of
what has happened in the past 쑗 the
clerk’s record of service or service
record 쑗 the company’s record in industrial relations 3. a result which is
much better or much worse than earlier results 쐽 adjective same as recordbreaking 쑗 record profits 쑗 record
recommittal

|

reconvene

|

record

|
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losses 쐽 verb to note or to report 쑗 The
company has recorded another year of
increased sales. 쑗 Your complaint has
been recorded and will be investigated. 쑗 The Government recorded another defeat over the Opposition.
record-breaking /rekɔdbrekŋ/
adjective much better or worse than
any others before
recorded vote /r kɔdd vəυt/
noun US a vote in Congress, where
each member’s vote is counted and
listed
records /rekɔdz/ plural noun documents which give information 쑗 The
names of customers are kept in the
company’s records. 쑗 We find from our
records that our invoice number 1234
has not been paid.
recount noun /rikaυnt/ a second
count of the votes cast in an election,
usually done because there was a very
close result when they were first
counted 쑗 The vote was very close, so
the loser asked for a recount. 쑗 After
three recounts, Edward Jones was declared the winner by eleven votes. 쐽
verb /rikaυnt/ to count again
recurrent /r krənt/ adjective happening again and again 쑗 recurrent
items of expenditure
red /red/ noun the colour used to represent Socialist or Communist Parties
쐽 plural noun 왍 the Reds (usually as
criticism) Communists 쐽 adjective
Communist, referring to a Communist
Party
red box / red bɒks/ noun same as
record-breaking

recorded vote

|

records

recount

|

recurrent

|

red

red box

despatch box 1
redeploy / ridplɔ/ verb to make
redeploy

|

better use of people or equipment, by
moving them to another job or place 쑗
The council is proposing to redeploy
staff from other departments to make
up the staff vacancies in the Finance
Department.
redeployment
/ ridplɔmənt/
noun the process of using staff or
equipment in other places
Red Flag / red fl/ noun 1. the
symbol of international Communism
redeployment

|

Red Flag

2. a song sung by communists and socialists
redistribute / ridstrbjut/ verb
to share out again 쑗 In some forms of
proportional representation, the votes
cast for the losing candidates at the
first count are redistributed among the
main candidates to ensure an election.
redistribution /ri dstrbjuʃən/
noun 1. the process of sharing something out in a different way 왍 redistribution of wealth the process of taxing
people with more money to make improvements in the lives of poorer people 2. the action of changing Parliamentary constituencies or electoral
districts to make them more representative in the light of population changes
redistrict /ridstrkt/ verb to
change the boundaries of electoral districts in an area in order to allow for
changes in population
red line / red lan/ noun an essential component or concession in a series of negotiations, especially negotiations on the European Constitution 쑗
set out red line issues, relating to tax,
foreign policy and defence policy 쑗 We
have well-established red lines and we
are succeeding in maintaining them.
red tape / red tep/ noun the rules
which slow down administrative work
쑗 The application was held up for several months by red tape.
reduced /rdjust/ adjective lower
쑗 New businesses pay a reduced rate
of tax.
redundant /rdndənt/ adjective
no longer used or employed
re-elect / ri lekt/ verb to elect
again 쑗 The sitting member was reelected with an increased majority.
re-election / ri lekʃən/ noun
electing someone again 쑗 The committee has opposed the automatic re-election of the chairman.
referee / refəri/ noun 1. a person
who can give a report on someone’s
character or ability or speed of work 쑗
to give someone’s name as referee 쑗
She gave the name of her boss as a refredistribute

|

redistribution

|

|

redistrict

|

red line

red tape

reduced

|

redundant

|

re-elect

|

re-election

|

referee

|
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eree. 쑗 When applying please give the
names of three referees. 2. a person to
whom a problem is passed for a decision 쑗 The question of maintenance
payments is with a court-appointed
referee.
reference /ref (ə)rəns/ noun 1.
passing a problem to a committee or
expert for an opinion 2. mentioning or
dealing with 쑗 with reference to your
letter of May 25th 쑗 The minister
made no reference to the new agreement with the United States. 3. the
numbers or letters which make it possible to find a document which has
been filed 쑗 our reference: PC/MS
1234 쑗 Thank you for your letter (reference 1234). 쑗 Please quote this reference in all correspondence. 쑗 When
replying please quote reference 1234.
4. a written report on someone’s character or ability 쑗 to write someone a
reference or to give someone a reference 쑗 to ask applicants to supply references 5. a person who reports on
someone’s character or ability 쑗 to
give someone’s name as reference 쑗
Please use me as a reference if you
wish.
referendum / refərendəm/ noun a
type of vote, where a whole population is asked to vote on a single question or a number of related questions 쑗
The government decided to hold a referendum on the abolition of capital
punishment. Compare plebiscite
reference

referendum

|

(NOTE: The plural is referenda or referendums.)
referral /rf#rəl/ noun the act of
referral

|

passing a topic or problem on to someone else to decide 쑗 the referral of the
complaint to the subcommittee 쑗 the
referral of a bill to the relevant committee
refer to /rf#tu/ verb 1. to mention or to deal with or to write about
something 쑗 referring to the court order dated June 4th 쑗 We refer to your
letter of May 26th. 쑗 He referred to an
article which he had seen in ‘The
Times’. 2. to pass a problem on to
someone else to decide 쑗 to refer a
question to a committee 쑗 The report
refer to

|

|

regicide

stands referred to the Finance Committee. 쑗 We have referred your complaint to the tribunal. 3. 왍 ‘refer to
drawer’ words written on a cheque
which a bank refuses to pay
reflag /rifl/ verb to change the
place of registration of a ship, so that
she flies a different flag
reform /rfɔm/ noun a change
made to something to make it better 쑗
the need for reform of the benefit system 쑗 The reform in the legislation
was intended to make the tribunal procedure more straightforward. 쒁 electoral reform 쐽 verb to change something to make it better 쑗 The group is
pressing for the health service to be
reformed.
reformer /rfɔmə/ noun a person
who tries to change society or an organisation to make it better 쑗 a prison
reformer
refugee / refjυdi/ noun a person
who has left a country because of war,
or political or religious persecution
refund noun /rifnd/ money paid
back 쐽 verb /rfnd/ to pay back
money 쑗 to refund the cost of postage
쑗 Travelling expenses will be refunded
to witnesses giving evidence to the tribunal. 쑗 All money will be refunded if
the goods are not satisfactory.
refusenik /rfjuznk/ noun someone who refuses to cooperate with
something, especially because of the
principles they hold
regal /ri(ə)l/ adjective 1. like a
king or queen 2. suitable for a king or
queen
regency /ridənsi/ noun the period of government by a regent 왍 the
Regency the period between 1811 and
1820 when Britain was ruled by the
Prince of Wales in place of his father,
King George III, who was insane
regent /ridənt/ noun a person
who governs in place of a king or
queen, usually when the king or queen
is a child or is ill
regicide /redsad/ noun 1. the
killing of a king or queen 2. a person
who has killed a king or queen
reflag

|

reform

|

reformer

|

refugee

|

refund

|

refusenik

|

regal

regency

regent

regicide
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regime /reim/ noun 1. a governregime

|

ment, especially a strict or cruel government 쑗 the eventual overthrow of
the regime 2. a system or style of government 쑗 Under a military regime,
civil liberties may be severely curtailed. 3. a system of rules for doing
something 쑗 changes in the tax regime
regime change /reim tʃend/
noun 1. a change in a country’s government made by force by another
power 2. a change in leadership, e.g.
of a country or political party
regimen /redmən/ noun a government or style of government
region /ridən/ noun a large area
of a country 쑗 a mountainous region 쑗
the Highland regions of Scotland
regional /rid(ə)nəl/ adjective referring to a region
Regional Council / rid(ə)nəl
kaυns(ə)l/ noun a unit of local government in Scotland, covering a very
large area of the country
regime change

|

regimen

region

regional

Regional Council

Regional Development Plan
Regional Development Plan

/ rid(ə)nəl dveləpmənt pln/
noun a government scheme to bring
|

industry and jobs to a poor area

Regional
Regional government

government

/rid(ə)nəl v(ə)nmənt/ noun a

form of local government which covers a wide area and groups together
smaller units of administration (NOTE:

In 2002 the Labour government announced that it would develop regional government in England in
those areas which support its introduction.)
regionalise /rid(ə)nəlaz/ verb
1. to divide an area into administrative
regions 2. to transfer something to a
regionalise

regional administration 쑗 plans to regionalise the fire service
regionalism noun the policy of dividing a political territory into areas
with separate administrations
register of electors / redstər əv
lektəz/ noun same as electoral regregionalism

register of electors

|

ister

Register Office / redstə ɒfs/
Register Office

noun an office where records of
births, marriages and deaths are kept

and where civil marriages are performed

Register of Members’ Interests
Register of Members’ Interests

/ redstə əv membəz ntrəsts/
noun the book showing the special in-

terests, sponsorship and employment
of MPs
registrar / redstrɑ/ noun a person responsible for keeping an official
list of names
Registrar-General / redstrɑ
den(ə)rəl/ noun an official who is
responsible for register offices and the
registering of births, marriages and
deaths
registrar

|

Registrar-General

Registrar of Births Marriages
and Deaths noun a local governRegistrar of Births Marriages and Deaths

ment official who registers births,
marriages and deaths in an area

Registrar
Registrar of Companies

of

Companies

/ redstrɑ əv kmp(ə)niz/ noun an

official who keeps a record of companies, the details of their directors and
their financial state
registration
/ redstreʃ(ə)n/
noun the process of drawing up an official list of names
Registration Officer / red
streʃ(ə)n ɒfsə/ noun an official
who draws up the register of electors
in each constituency
regnant /renənt/ adjective ruling
or reigning
regulate /rejυ let/ verb 1. to
change something so that it works
well or is correct 2. to use rules or
laws to ensure that a particular industry or activity works well 왍 government-regulated price a price which
is imposed by the government
regulation / rejυleʃ(ə)n/ noun
the act of making sure that something
will work well by using laws or rules
쑗 the regulation of trading practices
regulations / rejυleʃ(ə)nz/ plural noun 1. rules made by organisations, clubs or councils, which have to
be followed by their members 쑗 According to council regulations, the
outgoing chairman cannot stand for
re-election. 쑗 The manufacturer had
not applied the new government reguregistration

|

Registration Officer

|

regnant

regulate

|

regulation

|

regulations

|
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lations on standards for electrical
goods. 쑗 Safety regulations which apply to places of work. 쑗 Regulations
concerning imports and exports are
explained in this booklet. 2. in the European Union, rules or laws made by
the Council of Ministers or Commission which apply directly to all Member States. 쒁 decision, directive, recommendation
regulatory /rejυlət(ə)ri/ adjective having powers to control an inregulatory

dustry and to ensure that it operates
fairly and safely 쑗 The independent
radio and television companies are
supervised by a regulatory body. 쑗
Complaints are referred to several
regulatory bodies.
reign /ren / noun the period of time
when someone is king or queen 쑗 an
Act dating back to the reign of Queen
Victoria 쐽 verb 1. to be king or queen
쑗 Queen Victoria reigned for 64 years.
왍 the reigning monarch the king or
queen at the time 2. to be the most important feature 쑗 Chaos reigned in the
capital for several days after the revolution. 쑗 It was half an hour before
peace reigned again in the council
chamber.
reins /renz / noun the leather strings
attached to a horse’s head, to allow the
rider to control it 왍 to take up the
reins of government to begin to rule
왍 he holds the reins of power he is
the ruler of the country
relate /rlet/ verb to link something
to something else 쑗 the law which relates to drunken driving
related /rletd/ adjective connected or linked or being of the same family 쑗 offences related to drugs or drugrelated offences
relating to /rletŋ tu/ adverb referring to or connected with 쑗 documents relating to the application
relation /r leʃ(ə)n/ noun 왍 to enter
into relations with someone to start
discussing a business deal with someone 왍 to break off relations with
someone to stop dealing with someone
reign

reins

relate

|

related

|

relating to

|

relation

|

remittance

relationship /r leʃ(ə)nʃp/ noun
relationship

|

1. a connection or link with something

or someone else 쑗 What is the relationship between inflation and the
cost-of-living? 쑗 There is no relationship between the two decisions. 2. the
way in which two or more people act
towards each other 쑗 The relationship
between the two councillors had been
difficult for some time.
release /rlis/ noun 1. setting
someone free or allowing someone to
leave prison 2. allowing secret documents to become public 쑗 the release
of Cabinet papers after thirty years 쐽
verb 1. to free someone or something
or to allow someone to leave prison 쑗
to release goods from customs 쑗 The
president released the opposition
leader from prison. 쑗 The customs released the goods against payment of a
fine. 2. to make something public 쑗
Cabinet papers are released after thirty years. 쑗 The company released information about the new mine in Australia. 쑗 The government has refused
to release figures for the number of
unemployed women.
Remembrance
/rmembrəns/
noun remembering
Remembrance
Day
/r
membrəns de/, Remembrance
Sunday noun 11th November or the
nearest Sunday, when the people
killed in war are remembered
Remembrancer /rmembrənsə/
noun a British official of the Exchequer who collects debts owed to the
Crown. Also called Queen’s Rerelease

|

Remembrance

|

Remembrance Day

|

Remembrancer

|

membrancer, King’s Remembrancer
remit /rimt/ noun an area of reremit

sponsibility given to someone 쑗 This
department can do nothing on the
case as it is not part of or beyond our
remit.
remittance /rmt(ə)ns/ noun
money which is sent 쑗 Please send remittances to the treasurer. 쑗 The family lives on a weekly remittance from
their father in the USA.
remittance

|
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rent controls /rent kən trəυlz/
rent controls

|

plural noun the government regulation

of rent

reopen /riəυpən/ verb to start discussions again or to start investigating
a case again 쑗 The government has decided to reopen negotiations with the
rebels. 쑗 The hearing reopened on
Monday afternoon.
Rep. abbreviation 1. Representative
2. Republic 3. Republican
repatriate /riptriet/ verb to
send someone away from the country
he or she is living in and back to their
country of birth, sometimes by force 쑗
If terrorism increases, the government
may be forced to repatriate foreigners
living in the area.
repatriation
/ri ptrieʃ(ə)n/
noun sending someone back to his or
her country of birth 쑗 The repatriation
of the refugees will take months.
repeal /rpil/ noun passing a law to
abolish or do away with an earlier law
or custom so that it is no longer in
force 쑗 MPs are pressing for the repeal of the Immigration Act. 쐽 verb to
abolish or to do away with a law or
custom 쑗 The Bill seeks to repeal the
existing legislation.
reply /rpla/ noun 1. an answer 쑗 in
reply to your letter of the 24th 쑗 the
company’s reply to the takeover bid 쑗
There was no reply to my letter or to
my phone call. 2. an opposing view
given in a discussion or debate 쐽 verb
1. to answer 쑗 to reply to a letter 쑗 The
company has replied to the takeover
bid by offering the shareholders higher dividends. 2. to give an opposing
view in a discussion or debate 쑗 The
Foreign Secretary opened for the Government and the shadow Foreign Secretary replied for the Opposition. 앳
right of reply 1. the right of someone
to answer claims made by an opponent
쑗 he demanded the right of reply to the
newspaper allegations 2. the right of
the mover of a motion to reply to the
arguments of someone who has attacked the motion
reopen

|

Rep.

repatriate

|

repatriation

|

repeal

|

reply

|

|

report /rpɔt/ noun 1. a statement
report

|

describing what has happened or describing what the present situation is 쑗
to make a report or to present a report
or to send in a report 쑗 The court
heard a report from the probation officer. 쑗 The chairman has received a
report from the insurance company. 2.
an official document from a committee set up by the government to investigate something 쑗 The committee has
issued a report on the problems of inner city violence. 쑗 The Director of Social Services has prepared a report on
children in care. 3. a document in
which a committee of the House of
Commons or Congress explains the
discussions which have been held
about a bill which has been given to it
to examine, and contains the amendments which the committee has proposed should be made to the bill 쐽
verb 1. to make a statement describing
something 쑗 The council officers reported on the progress of the development plan. 쑗 He reported the damage
to the insurance company. 쑗 We asked
the bank to report on his financial status. 2. 왍 to report a bill (of a committee) to send a bill back to the main
chamber with amendments and comments 3. to go to a place or to attend 쑗
to report for an interview 쑗 Please report to our London office for training.
reporter /rpɔtə/ noun an official
who makes a written record of the proceedings of a legislature
reporting restrictions /r pɔtŋ
rstrkʃ(ə)ns/ plural noun limits on
the information about a case which
can be made public in newspapers or
on radio or television
Report Stage /rpɔt sted/ noun
the stage in the discussion of a Bill in
the House of Commons, where the
amendments to the bill proposed at
Committee Stage are debated by the
whole House of Commons
represent / reprzent/ verb 1. to be
the elected representative of an area in
Parliament or on a council 쑗 He represents one of the northern industrial
constituencies. 2. to act on behalf of
reporter

|

reporting restrictions

|

|

Report Stage

|

represent

|

GovtPol.fm Page 211 Tuesday, July 13, 2004 7:51 PM

211

someone 쑗 The defendant is represented by her solicitor. 3. to describe or to
show 쑗 He was represented as a man
of great honour.
representation
/ reprzen
teʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a statement, especially a statement made to persuade
someone to enter into a contract 2. being represented by a lawyer 3. a system where the people of a country
elect representatives to a parliament
which governs the country
representation

|

Representation of the People
Act / reprzenteʃ(ə)n əv ðə
Representation of the People Act

pip(ə)l kt/ noun an Act of Parliament which states how elections must
be organised
representative / reprzentətv/
noun 1. a person elected to represent a
group of people 쑗 The legislature is
made up of representatives elected by
secret ballot. 2. US a member of the
lower house of Congress 왍 House of
Representatives lower house of the
American Congress 3. a diplomat who
acts on behalf of a government 쑗 The
British representative in the area. 4. a
person who represents another person
or group of people 쑗 The court heard
the representative of the insurance
company.
repress /rpres/ verb to rule in a
dictatorial way by preventing opposition through limiting basic freedoms 쑗
Dictators try to repress opposition to
their regimes.
repression /rpreʃ(ə)n/ noun dictatorial rule involving the restriction
of free speech and of political opposition 쑗 The country is recovering from
twenty years of repression.
repressive /rpresv/ adjective using repression 쑗 The civil rights demonstrators complained about the government’s repressive methods.
reprisal /rpraz(ə)l/ noun the taking of property or people by force
from another country as a punishment
Repub. abbreviation 1. Republic 2.
Republican
republic /rpblk/ noun a state
which is not a monarchy, but which is
representative

|

repress

|

repression

|

repressive

|

reprisal

|

Repub.

republic

|

rescission

governed by elected representatives
headed by a President 쑗 Singapore
was declared a republic in 1965 쑗
Most republics have Presidents as
head of state.
republican /rpblkən/ adjective
1. referring to a republic 2. believing
in the idea of a republic 쑗 Some members of the Opposition have republican sympathies.
Republican /rpblkən/ noun 1. a
member or supporter of a Republican
Party, especially in the USA 2. a person who believes in a republic as the
best form of government
republicanise
/rpblkənaz/
verb to make a country into a republic
republicanism
/r
pblkənz(ə)m / noun 1. the belief
that an electorate should have the
power in a country 2. the theory and
principles of republican government
Republicanism
/r
pblkənz(ə)m / noun 1. support for
the Republican Party in the United
States 2. support for the idea of uniting Northern Ireland politically with
the Republic of Ireland
Republican Party /rpblkən
pɑti/ noun one of the two main political parties in the USA, which supports business and freedom, and opposes liberalism
requisition / rekwzʃ(ə)n/ verb 1.
to demand or request formally 쑗 A
special meeting was requisitioned by
six members. 2. to take private property into the temporary ownership of the
state for the state to use 쑗 The army
requisitioned all the trucks to carry
supplies.
rescind /rsnd/ verb to annul or to
cancel officially a law or contract 쑗 to
rescind a contract or an agreement 쑗
The committee rescinded its earlier
resolution on the use of council
premises.
rescission /rs(ə)n/ noun 1. the
cancellation of a contract or law 2. US
a section of an appropriation bill
which cancels money previously appropriated but not spent
republican

|

Republican

|

republicanise

|

republicanism

|

Republicanism

|

Republican Party

|

requisition

|

rescind

|

rescission

|
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reserve /rz#v/ noun money or
reserve

|

other things which are set aside for future use 왍 a country’s foreign currency reserves, gold reserves a country’s reserves in currencies of other
countries or in gold 쐽 verb to put aside
for future use
reshuffle /riʃf (ə)l/ noun the
changing of positions, especially
those of Cabinet ministers 쑗 In the reshuffle, the Secretary of State for Education was moved to the Home Office.
쐽 verb to change the positions of Cabinet ministers 쑗 The President is expected to reshuffle his Cabinet soon.
residence /rezd(ə)ns / noun 1. the
place where someone lives 쑗 The
crowd gathered outside the Governor’s residence. 쑗 She has a country
residence where she spends her weekends. 쑗 The Prime Minister has two official residences: Number 10, Downing Street in London, and Chequers in
the country. 2. the act of living or operating officially in a country
residence permit /rezd(ə)ns
p#mt/ noun an official document
allowing a foreigner to live in a country 쑗 He has applied for a residence
permit. 쑗 She was granted a residence
permit for one year.
Residency /rezd(ə)nsi/ noun the
house where a colonial governor lives
resident /rezd(ə)nt/ noun 1. a person or company living or operating in
a place 쑗 Fire broke out in the council
flats and the residents were brought
out as quickly as possible. 쑗 The warden of the hostel looks after the residents. 쑗 British residents in the country are advised to leave as soon as
possible. 2. the title of a diplomat of
lower rank than an Ambassador, living
in a foreign country 3. the governor of
a colony 쐽 adjective living or based in
a country 쑗 The company is resident in
France for tax purposes. 왍 person ordinarily resident in the UK a person
who normally lives in the UK
reshuffle

|

residence

residence permit

Residency

resident

resident commissioner

resident

commissioner

/rezd(ə)nt kəmʃ(ə)nə/ noun in the
|

United States, a representative from a

dependency who is allowed to speak
but not vote in the House of Representatives
residuary /rzdjuəri/ adjective remaining
residuary body /rzdjuəri bɒdi/
noun a body set up to administer the
ending of a local authority, when it has
been abolished, and to manage those
of its functions which have not been
given over to other authorities
resign /rzan/ verb to leave a job 쑗
He resigned from his post as treasurer.
쑗 He has resigned with effect from July
1st. 쑗 She resigned as Education Minister.
residuary

|

residuary body

|

resign

|

COMMENT: MPs are not allowed to resign their seats in the House of Commons. If an MP wants to leave the
House, he has to apply for an office of
profit under the Crown, such as the
Stewardship of the Chiltern Hundreds,
which will disqualify him or her from
membership of the House of Commons.

resignation / rezneʃ(ə)n/ noun
resignation

|

the act of giving up a job 쑗 The newspaper published the Minister’s letter
of resignation and the Prime Minister’s reply. 쑗 He wrote his letter of resignation to the chairman.
resilience /rzliəns/ noun the ability of government to respond to a difficult situation in a way that prevents it
from becoming a crisis
resist /rzst/ verb to fight against
something or not to give in to something 쑗 Parents are resisting the local
authority’s attempt to close the
school. 쑗 The party moderates were
unable to resist the takeover by the extremists. 쑗 The President’s bodyguard
resisted the attempted coup.
resistance /rzstəns/ noun 1. an
action which shows that people are
opposed to something 쑗 There was a
lot of resistance from the local residents to the new plan. 쑗 The Home
Secretary’s proposal met with strong
resistance from the probation service.
쑗 After the coup, there were still pockets of resistance in some parts of the
country. 2. a group which fights secretly against an enemy occupying a
resilience

|

resist

|

resistance

|
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country 쑗 He was in the French Resistance during the war. 왍 resistance
fighters armed soldiers who are fighting against a government or an occupying enemy
resolution / rezəluʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
a decision taken by one of the Houses
of Parliament or Congress to show
their opinion of something 2. a decision taken at the United Nations 3. a
decision taken at a meeting 쑗 The conference passed a resolution condemning the use of force by the police. 쑗 The
resolution from the platform was defeated by a large majority. 왍 extraordinary resolution, special resolution
a resolution such as one to change the
articles of an organisation, which usually requires a larger majority of votes
than an ordinary resolution 쑗 the special resolution presented to the conference requires a two-thirds majority
to be passed
resource /rzɔs/ verb to give money to 쑗 The nurseries are well resourced and are full of modern equipment.
respect /rspekt/ noun the honour
shown to someone in authority
responsible /rspɒnsb(ə)l/ adjective being answerable or accountable
to someone or some group of people
for the job you perform 앳 responsible for 1. to blame for 쑗 the government is responsible for the collapse of
the economy 2. being in charge of or in
control of 쑗 the committee chairman
was found to be the person responsible for leaks to the press 쑗 Ministers
are responsible for the actions of their
officials 쑗 the caretaker is responsible
for the security of the building 쑗 she is
responsible for twenty junior office
staff
responsible government /r
spɒnsb(ə)l v(ə)nmənt/ noun a
form of government which acts as the
people wish, and which is accountable
to Parliament and through it to the
people for its actions
res publica / rez pυblkə/ noun
the state as a concept
resolution

|

resource

|

respect

|

responsible

|

responsible government

|

res publica

retract

restitution / resttjuʃ(ə)n/ noun
restitution

|

1. the return of property which has

been illegally obtained 쑗 The court ordered the restitution of assets to the
company. 2. payment for damage or
loss to the people who have suffered
as the result of an action for which you
are responsible
restrictive practices /r strktv
prktsz/ plural noun attempts by
workers to prevent employers from
making them work in such a way as to
deprive other workers of jobs
result /rzlt/ verb to happen because of something else
résumé /rezjυme/ noun 1. the
summary of a piece of writing 쑗 A
r‚sum‚ of the debate was published in
yesterday’s paper. 2. US the summary
of a person’s life story showing important details of education and work experience (NOTE: The UK term is currestrictive practices

|

result

|

résumé

riculum vitae or CV.)

retiral /rtaərəl/ noun US, & Scotretiral

|

tish same as retirement
retire /rtaə/ verb 1. to stop work
retire

|

and take a pension 쑗 She retired with a
£6,000 pension. 쑗 The chairman of the
company retired at the age of 65. 쑗
The shop is owned by a retired policeman. 2. to make an employee stop
work and take a pension 쑗 They decided to retire all staff over 50 years of
age. 3. to come to the end of an elected
term of office 쑗 The treasurer retires
after six years. 쑗 Two retiring directors offer themselves for re-election.
4. to go away from a court for a period
of time 쑗 The magistrates retired to
consider their verdict. 쑗 The jury retired for four hours.
retirement /rtaəmənt/ noun the
act of retiring from work
retirement age /rtaəmənt ed/
noun the age at which people stop
work. In the UK this is usually 65.
retirement pension /rtaəmənt
penʃən/ noun a regular payment
which someone receives when they
reach the age to stop work
retract /rtrkt/ verb to withdraw a
statement because it was wrong 쑗 The
retirement

|

retirement age

|

retirement pension

|

retract

|
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minister was forced to retract her
statement about the Leader of the Opposition.
retroactive / retrəυktv/ adjective taking effect from a particular
time in the past, rather from the
present 쑗 They received a pay rise retroactive to last January.
retroactively / retrəυktvli/ adverb going back to a time in the past
retrospective
/ retrəυspektv/
adjective taking effect from a particular time in the past, rather than from
the present 왍 with retrospective effect applying to a past period 쑗 the tax
ruling has retrospective effect
retroactive

|

retroactively

|

retrospective

|

retrospective

legislation

retrospective legislation

/ retrəυspektv
ledsleʃ(ə)n/
noun an Act of Parliament which ap|

plies to a specified period before the
Act was passed
retrospectively / retrəυ spektvli/
adverb in a retrospective way 쑗 The
ruling is applied retrospectively.
return /rt#n/ noun 1. going back
or coming back 2. sending back 3. 왍 to
make a return to the tax office, to
make an income tax return to send a
statement of income to the tax office
4. the election of an MP 5. the profit or
income from money invested 쐽 verb 1.
to send something back, or go back 2.
to say or do something similar to
something that has been said to you or
done for you 쑗 She helped me with my
report and I was later able to return
the favour. 쑗 The visitor returned our
greeting and bowed slightly. 3. to elect
an MP for a constituency 쑗 She was returned with an increased majority.
returning officer /rt#nŋ ɒfsə/
noun an official, usually a High Sheriff or mayor, who superintends a parliamentary election in a constituency,
receives the nominations of candidates and announces the result of the
vote
retrospectively

|

return

|

returning officer

|

COMMENT:

When a writ for an election
is issued, the returning officer for each
constituency must give notice of the
election, and candidates may be nominated up to eight days after the writs
are issued.

reunification / rijunfkeʃ(ə)n/
reunification

|

noun the process of being united again

after being separated or divided 쑗 the
reunification of Germany
reunify /rijunfa / verb to unite
again after being separated 쑗 reunified
Germany
revanche noun a policy of regaining
lost territory
revenue /revənju/ noun money
earned or income 쑗 The purpose of the
bill is to raise revenue by imposing a
sales tax on luxury goods. 쑗 The tax
provides less than half the council’s
revenue.
revenue expenditure / revənju
kspendtʃə/ noun the day-to-day
costs of a local council, including the
wages of the staff and the cost of
maintaining the buildings (NOTE: no
reunify

|

revanche

revenue

revenue expenditure

|

plural in UK English; US English
uses expenditures.)
revenue officer /revənju ɒfsə /
noun a person working in a governrevenue officer

ment tax office

revenue tariff /revənju trf/
revenue tariff

noun a tax designed to produce public
revenue
review /r vju/ noun 1. a general
examination of something 쑗 The education officer presented the annual review of teaching staff. 쑗 The coroner
asked for a review of police procedures. 2. a magazine 쐽 verb to examine something generally 쑗 A committee has been appointed to review civil
service salaries. 쑗 The council has reviewed its housing policy and decided
to make no major changes.
revisionism
/rv(ə)nz(ə)m /
noun changing or trying to change the
principles on which a political party is
based (used as criticism) 쑗 The
former Party leader was accused of
revisionism.
revisionist /rv (ə)nst/ adjective, noun a person who wants to
change a party’s principles
revocable /revəkəb(ə)l/ adjective
possible to cancel or overturn
review

|

revisionism

|

revisionist

|

revocable
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revocation / revəυkeʃ(ə)n/ noun
revocation

|

the cancelling of a permission, right,
agreement or offer
revoke /rvəυk/ verb to cancel a
permission, right, agreement or offer 쑗
to revoke a clause in an agreement 쑗
The treaty on fishing rights has been
revoked.
revolt /rvəυlt/ noun an act of opposition or rebellion against authority 쑗
The whips are trying to quell the revolt
in the party. 쑗 The revolt in the army
was put down by the President’s bodyguard. 왍 in revolt against rebelling
against 쑗 the farmers were in revolt
against the tax collectors 쐽 verb to
rebel against or oppose an authority 쑗
Seventy MPs revolted and voted
against the Government. 쑗 The President’s bodyguard revolted and the revolt spread to other parts of the army.
revolution / revəluʃ(ə)n/ noun 1.
an armed rising against a government
or state or the entire social system 쑗
The government was overthrown by a
revolution led by the head of the army.
2. a period of social change, where the
previous way of life changes radically
revolutionary / revəluʃ(ə)n(ə)ri/
adjective 1. referring to a revolution 쑗
Revolutionary troops surrounded the
President’s Palace. 2. very new and
different 쑗 The minister has proposed
a revolutionary new system of collecting tax. 쐽 noun a person who takes
part in a revolution 쑗 The palace was
surrounded by revolutionaries.
Revolutionary
War
/ revə
luʃ(ə)n(ə)ri wɔ/ noun the American War of Independence
revolutionise
/ revəluʃənaz/
verb 1. to introduce revolutionary ideas to people 2. to bring about a revolution in a country 3. to completely
change the way something is considered or done 쑗 The Internet revolutionised public access to information.
rider /radə/ noun 1. an additional
clause to a contract or report 2. US a
clause attached to a bill, which may
have nothing to do with the subject of
the bill, but which the proposer hopes
revoke

|

revolt

|

revolution

|

revolutionary

|

Revolutionary War

|

revolutionise

|

rider

rightist

to get passed into law more easily in
this way
riding /radŋ/ noun 1. (in Yorkshire) an administrative section of the
county of Yorkshire, now no longer
used 2. (in Canada) a constituency or
area of the country represented by an
MP
rig /r/ verb to arrange an election
dishonestly so that a particular candidate wins 쑗 The Opposition claimed
that the election had been rigged. 쒁
riding

rig

ballot-rigging
right /rat/ noun 1. something that a
right

person is legally or morally allowed to
have or do 쑗 the right to life 쑗 The
Minister has the right to be heard by
the House. 쑗 She has a right to the
property. 쑗 The staff have a right to
know what the company is doing. 2.
people who are political conservatives
or whose ideas and beliefs are conservative 쑗 The right have opposed the
increases in government spending. 쑗
Members on the right of the party oppose the new manifesto. 왍 a move to
the right a move to support more conservative policies 쑗 the centre party
has shown a noticeable move to the
right in recent years
COMMENT:

The division of political parties and political ideas into left, right
and centre dates from the French
Revolution when deputies in the National Assembly sat on the left or right
of the chamber according to their
views. It was easiest to apply these labels when socialist (left) parties faced
conservative (right) parties in the middle years of the twentieth century.
Some commentators say the old divisions of left and right are less and less
relevant in the modern world, but they
continue to be used.

rightful /ratf(ə)l/ adjective legally
or morally correct
Right
Honourable
/ rat
ɒn(ə)rəb(ə)l/ noun a title given to
members of the Privy Council (NOTE:
rightful

Right Honourable

usually written Hon.: the Hon. Member; the Rt. Hon. William Smith, M.P.)
rightist /ratst/ adjective rightwing 쐽 noun a person with right-wing
rightist

views
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right of abode / rat əv əbəυd/
right of abode

|

noun the right to live in a country
right-of-centre / rat əv sentə/
adjective relating to political views
right-of-centre

that are slightly right-wing

riot police

right of establishment / rat əv 
right of establishment

|

stblʃmənt/ noun the right of a citizen of a Member State of the European Union to live and work in any EU
country
right of petition / rat əv pə
tʃ(ə)n/ noun the right of any citizen
of the European Union to forward an
official complaint to the European
Parliament. Any citizen of a Member
State of the EU can present a petition,
either personally or as the representative of a group.
right to strike / rat tə strak/
noun the general right of workers to
stop working as a means of protest
right wing / rat wŋ/ noun the part
of a country, party or group which is
more conservative than the rest 쑗 the
right wing of the Conservative Party
right-wing / rat wŋ/ adjective favouring the right or conservative policies 쑗 a right-wing newspaper 쑗
Right-wing politicians have plotted to
bring down the government.
right-winger / rat wŋə/ noun a
person who supports a conservative
point of view
Riigikogu noun the legislature in
Estonia
Riksdag noun the legislature in
Sweden
ringleader /rŋlidə / noun a person
who organises something dishonest or
illegal
riot /raət/ noun violent actions by
large numbers of people in public 쑗
Riots broke out when the government
tried to increase the price of bread. 쐽
verb to take part in a riot 쑗 The street
was blocked by rioting students.
rioter /raətə/ noun a person who
takes part in a riot
rioting /raətŋ/ noun the activity of
being involved in a riot 쑗 Rioting
right of petition

|

right to strike

right wing

right-wing

right-winger

Riigikogu

Riksdag

ringleader

riot

rioter

rioting

broke out when the price rises were
announced.
riotous /raətəs/ adjective disorderly, as in a riot 쑗 The crowd engaged
in riotous behaviour.
riot police /raət pə lis/ noun a
police force with special equipment to
deal with riots
ripple effect /rp(ə)l fekt/ noun a
series of effects or consequences that
result from a single event
rise /raz/ noun 1. an increase or
growth in height 쑗 a rise in the crime
rate or in inflation or in interest rates
2. an increase in salary (NOTE: The US
term is raise.) 쐽 verb 1. to move upwards or to become higher 쑗 Prices
are rising faster than inflation. 쑗 The
rate of companies going into receivership has risen by 15%. 2. to stop sitting 쑗 The House rose at 12.15 a.m. 쑗
The court will rise at 5 p.m. 3. to rebel
against authority 쑗 The southern states
rose against the government.
rising /razŋ/ noun a small rebellion 쑗 The government acted swiftly to
put down the rising in the university
town. 쒁 uprising
robocall /rəυbəυkɔl/ noun a telephone call made using a recorded
voice, used in election campaigning
and marketing
rod /rɒd/ noun a stick that indicates
someone’s official office or authority.
riotous

|

ripple effect

|

rise

rising

robocall

rod

쒁

Black Rod

roll /rəυl/ noun a list of names (NOTE:
roll

From the fact that they used to be
written on a long sheet which was
stored rolled up.)
rollcall /rəυlkɔl/ noun reading out
rollcall

a list of names to see if everyone is
present 왍 yea-and-nay rollcall US a
vote in Congress, where names are
read out and each member says how
he or she is voting
Rome /rəυm/ 쏡 Treaty of Rome
Roosevelt /ruzəvelt/, Franklin D.
(1882–1945) the 32nd president of the
United States, he served longer than
any other president (1933–45)
rostrum /rɒstrəm/ noun a high
desk where a member stands to speak
Rome

Roosevelt

rostrum
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rule

ining and reporting on a major problem
Royal Duke /rɔəl djuk/ noun a
prince of the royal house who has
been given the title of Duke (NOTE:

to an assembly or meeting 쑗 The representative of one of the Civil Service
unions was at the rostrum when the interruption occurred. (NOTE: The plu-

Royal Duke

ral is rostra.)

rotten borough / rɒt(ə)n brə/
rotten borough

The wife of a duke is a duchess.)

noun a political constituency with few

Royal Family

electors but the same right to elect a
representative as a constituency with
many more people, especially in England before 1832. 쒁 pocket borough
round /raυnd/ noun a series of discussions 쑗 The next round of negotiations will be held in London.
round table conference / raυnd
teb(ə)l kɒnf(ə)rəns/ noun a discussion held by people sitting at a round
table, showing that each party at the
meeting is of equal status with the rest
쑗 The government is trying to get the
rebel leaders to come to the conference table.
round

round table conference

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques

Rousseau,

Jean-Jacques

/rusəυ/ noun the French philosopher

(1712–78) whose book ‘The Social
Contract’ (1762) justified democracy
but seemed also to put the individual
under the complete control of a democratic government. The opening lines
of ‘The Social Contract’ are: Man is
born free and everywhere he is in
chains.
royal /rɔəl/ adjective referring to a
king or queen 쐽 noun a member of a
royal family
Royal Assent / rɔəl əsent/ noun
the signing of a Bill by the monarch,
the ceremonial final stage by which a
Bill becomes law as an Act of Parliament (NOTE: No monarch has reroyal

Royal Assent

|

fused to give the Royal Assent for
three hundred years)
Royal Canadian Mounted Police

Royal Canadian Mounted Police /rɔəl kə nediən maυntd pə
|

lis/ noun a police force that operates
throughout Canada except in cities
and provinces with their own police
forces. Abbr RCMP
Royal Commission / rɔəl kə
mʃ(ə)n/ noun a group of people given the job by the government of exam-

|

Royal Commission

Royal Family / rɔəl fm(ə)li/
noun the family of a king or queen

royalist /rɔəlst/ noun a person
royalist

supporting rule by a king or queen

Royal pardon / rɔəl pɑd(ə)n/
Royal pardon

noun a pardon, given very rarely by
the monarch on the advice of the elected government, by which a person
found guilty of a crime is forgiven and
need not serve a sentence
Royal prerogative / rɔəl pr
rɒətv/ noun the set of powers
which have been transferred in the
course of the last 300 years from the
British Crown to the Prime Minister,
including the right to declare war,
make peace, appoint Cabinet ministers, create government departments,
appoint bishops, give honours and titles, and dissolve parliament (NOTE:
Royal prerogative

|

the royal prerogative is now only
used on the advice of the elected
government)
Royals /rɔəlz/ plural noun members of a royal family (informal)
royalty /rɔəlti/ noun members of a
Royals

royalty

royal family 쑗 Special security measures are taken if royalty is present.

(NOTE: can take singular or plural
verb)
RSFSR abbreviation Russian Soviet
RSFSR

Federated Socialist Republic

Rt Hon. abbreviation Right HonourRt Hon.

able

stamp / rbə stmp/
noun a stamp made of hard rubber, cut

rubber
rubber stamp

to form letters, used to print something on a document, often to show
that the document has been approved
쐽 verb to approve of something automatically, without much thought 쑗 The
council rubber stamped the decisions
of the President.
rule /rul/ noun 1. the way in which a
country is governed 쑗 The country has
had ten years of military rule. 2. a
rule

|
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rule of law

statement or order which says how
things should be done, e.g. an order
governing how members vote in Parliament or Congress 쑗 The debate followed the rules of procedure used in
the British House of Commons. 3. US
a special decision made by the Rules
Committee which states how a particular bill should be treated in the House
of Representatives 쐽 verb 1. to govern
a country 쑗 The country is ruled by a
group of army officers. 쑗 The dictator
ruled the country for thirty years. 2. to
give an official decision 쑗 The Speaker
ruled that the question was out of order. 쑗 The commission of inquiry ruled
that the company was in breach of
contract. 3. to be in force or to be current 쑗 prices which are ruling at the
moment
rule of law / rul əv lɔ/ noun the
principle of government, that all persons, organisations and the government itself are equal before and answerable to the law and that no person
should be punished without a trial
ruler /rulə/ noun a person who governs or controls a country or part of a
country
ruling /rulŋ/ adjective 1. in power
or in control 쑗 the ruling Democratic
Party 쑗 The actions of the ruling junta
have been criticised in the press. 2. the
most important 쑗 The ruling consideration is one of cost. 쑗 We will invoice
at ruling prices. 쐽 noun a decision
rule of law

ruler

ruling

218

made by a judge, arbitrator or the
chairman of a meeting 쑗 The MPs disputed the Speaker’s ruling. 쑗 According to the ruling of the court, the contract was illegal.
run /rn/ verb 1. to control or manage
쑗 He ran the department while the
chief was away. 쑗 The question is: who
is really running the country, the President or his wife? 2. to offer yourself
as a candidate in an election 쑗 He is
running for president. 쑗 He had no
hope of winning the nomination, so he
decided not to run.
running mate /rnŋ met/ noun a
person who stands for election at the
same time as another candidate for a
different office, and voters have to
vote for both together, e.g. the candidates for Vice-President and President
of the USA
runoff /rnɒf/ noun an election held
after an earlier one that produced no
clear winner
run-up /rn p/ noun 왍 run-up to
an election the period before an election 쑗 In the run-up to the General
Election, opinion polls were forecasting heavy losses for the government.
rural /rυərəl/ adjective referring to
the countryside, as opposed to the
towns 쑗 An MP representing a rural
constituency. 쑗 The party has to win
the rural vote.
run

running mate

runoff

run-up

rural
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S2P abbreviation state second penS2P

sion

safe /sef/ adjective not in danger
safeguard /sefɑd/ noun protecsafe

safeguard

tion 쑗 The proposed legislation will
provide a safeguard against illegal
traders. 쐽 verb to protect 쑗 The embassy acted to safeguard the interests
of the tourists.
safe seat / sef sit/ noun a seat
where the Member of Parliament has a
large majority and is not likely to lose
the seat at an election
safety /sefti/ noun the position of
not being in danger
Sale of Goods Act / sel əv υdz
kt/ noun an Act of Parliament
which regulates the selling of things
which can be moved 쑗 The law relating to the sale of goods is governed by
the Sale of Goods Act 1979.
sales tax /selz tks/ noun a tax
paid on things which are sold
sanction /sŋkʃən/ noun 1. official permission to do something 쑗 You
will need the sanction of the local authority before you can knock down the
old office block. 쑗 The payment was
made without official sanction. 2. a
punishment for an act which goes
against what is accepted behaviour 쐽
verb to approve officially or to give
official permission 쑗 The council
sanctioned the expenditure of £1.2m
on the development plan.
satellite state /stəlat stet/
noun a country which is economically
or politically dependent on another
sceptre /septə/ noun a ceremonial
stick used as a symbol of the authority
of a monarch
safe seat

safety

Sale of Goods Act

sales tax

sanction

satellite state

sceptre

schedule /ʃedjul/ noun 1. a plan
of things that need to be done and of
when they should be done 2. an additional section of documents attached
to a Bill before Parliament or to the
agenda or minutes of a meeting, or to
a contract 쑗 schedule of markets to
which a contract applies 쑗 see the attached schedule or as per the attached
schedule 쑗 the schedule before referred to 3. a list 쑗 The schedule of
charges is revised annually. 쐽 verb 1.
to list officially 쑗 scheduled prices or
scheduled charges are subject to
change without notice 쑗 The house is
scheduled as an ancient monument. 2.
to plan the time when something will
happen 쑗 The building is scheduled for
completion in May.
Schedule A / ʃedjul e/ noun the
section of the Finance Acts under
which tax is charged on income from
land or buildings
Schedule B / ʃedjul bi/ noun the
section of the Finance Acts under
which tax is charged on income from
woodlands
Schedule C / ʃedjul si/ noun the
section of the Finance Acts under
which tax is charged on profits from
government stock
Schedule D / ʃedjul di/ noun the
section of the Finance Acts under
which tax is charged on income from
trades, professions, interest and other
income which does not come from
employment
Schedule E / ʃedjul i/ noun the
section of the Finance Acts under
which tax is charged on wages, salaries and pensions
schedule

Schedule A

Schedule B

Schedule C

Schedule D

Schedule E
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Schedule F / ʃedjul ef/ noun the
section of the Finance Acts under
which tax is charged on income from
dividends
scheme /skim/ noun a plan, policy,
or programme carried out by a government or business 쑗 a road-widening
scheme
Schengen Agreement noun an
agreement between some countries in
the European Union and associated
states, abolishing internal border controls over the movement of people and
goods between member countries
Schedule F

scheme

Schengen Agreement

(NOTE: The countries are: Austria,
Belgium, Denmark, France, Finland,
Germany, Greece, Iceland, Italy,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain and Sweden.
Schengen is a village in Luxembourg.)
Schröder /ʃrəυdə/, Gerhard (b.
Schröder

1944) leader of the Social Democratic
Party, and chancellor of Germany
(1998–)
Scotland Yard / skɒtlənd jɑd/
noun the headquarters of the Metropolitan Police in London, from which
national criminal investigations are
coordinated. Full form New ScotScotland Yard

land Yard

Scot Nat / skɒt nt/ noun same as
Scot Nat

Scottish Nationalist

Scottish Executive /skɒtʃ 
Scottish Executive

Scottish Executive Development Department /skɒtʃ 
Scottish Executive Development Department

|

zekjυtv
dveləpmənt
d
pɑtmənt/ noun a department of the
Scottish Executive, responsible for
planning, building control and housing, social justice, and economic advice. Abbr SEDD
|

Scottish Executive Education
Department /skɒtʃ zekjυtv
Scottish Executive Education Department

|

edjυkeʃ(ə)n dpɑtmənt / noun a
department of the Scottish Executive,
responsible for education at school
level, social services, culture, sport,
and tourism. Abbr SEED
|

|

tish Executive, responsible for agriculture, rural development, food, and
fisheries. Abbr SEERAD

Scottish Executive Health Department /skɒtʃ zekjυtv helθ
Scottish Executive Health Department

|

dpɑtmənt/ noun a department of
the Scottish Executive, responsible for
health and ambulance services. Abbr
SEHD
|

Scottish Executive Justice Department /skɒtʃ  zekjυtv
Scottish Executive Justice Department

|

dsts dpɑtmənt/ noun a department of the Scottish Executive, responsible for all aspects of the legal
system and the police
Scottish Nationalist /skɒtʃ
nʃ(ə)nəlst/ noun a member or supporter of the Scottish National Party 쐽
adjective relating to the Scottish National Party
Scottish National Party /skɒtʃ
nʃ(ə)nəl pɑti/ noun a Scottish political party that advocates full political independence for Scotland. Abbr
SNP
Scottish Parliament /skɒtʃ
pɑləmənt/ noun the devolved elected representative body set up in 1999
in Edinburgh with limited powers to
make laws for Scotland
Scott Report /skɒt r pɔt/ noun
the document produced in 1996 by the
enquiry headed by Lord Justice Scott
which revealed that ministers had concealed information from Parliament
and had allowed three business men to
be unjustly put on trial for selling arms
to Iraq (NOTE: The Scott Report contained very damaging information
about how government ministers
had behaved, but no minister resigned as a result, largely because
the ministers responsible were no
longer in the jobs they had held
when the events occurred.)
SCPS abbreviation Society of Civil
and Public Servants
scrutineer / skrutnə/ noun
someone whose job is to monitor the
|

Scottish Nationalist

Scottish National Party

Scottish Parliament

Scott Report

|

zekjυtv/ noun the devolved government of Scotland. 쒁 Scottish Parliament

|

Scottish Executive Environment and Rural Affairs Department noun a department of the ScotScottish Executive Environment and Rural Affairs Department

|

SCPS

scrutineer

|
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counting of votes at an election and
see that it happened correctly. 쒁 observer

second-class citizen

Great Britain in 1776 and formed the
USA.
secession /sseʃ (ə)n/ noun the act
of seceding
secessionism
/sseʃənz(ə)m/
noun a policy of withdrawal from a
nation, state, organisation or alliance
secessionist /sseʃ (ə)nst/ noun a
person who is in favour of secession 쐽
adjective of a country which has seceded or wishes to secede 쑗 a secessionist state
second /sekənd/ verb 왍 to second a
candidate to formally support a candidate wishing to stand for an office
who has already been proposed by
someone else 쑗 The name of Ms
Brown has been proposed for the post
of treasurer, who is willing to second
her? 왍 to second a motion to speak in
support of a motion after it has been
presented by someone else, but before
a vote is taken 쑗 The motion is proposed by Mr Smith, seconded by Mrs
Jones.
secondarily / sekəndeərli/ adverb in second place
secondary /sekənd(ə)ri/ adjective
1. second in importance 쑗 Mr Smith
raised a further objection, which he
said was of secondary importance to
the first. 2. at a second stage
second ballot /s kɒnd blət/
noun the electoral system used in
France and other countries, in which if
a candidate does not get 50% of the
votes on the first vote, a second vote is
held a short time later, with the lowest
candidate or candidates removed from
the list, so the voters must give one of
the remaining candidates more than
50% of the votes
second
chamber
/s kɒnd
tʃembə/ noun the upper house in a
legislative assembly with two chambers, e.g. the British House of Lords
second-class citizen /s kɒnd
klɑs stz(ə)n/ noun a person who
does not have the same rights, privileges or opportunities as the rest of the
population
secession

|

SDLP

SDLP abbreviation Social Democratic and Labour Party
SDP abbreviation Social Democratic
Party
seal /sil/ noun 1. a piece of wax or
red paper attached to a document to
show that it is legally valid. 쒁 Great
Seal 2. a piece of paper or metal or
wax attached to close something, so
that it can be opened only if the paper
or metal or wax is removed or broken
쑗 The seals on the ballot box had been
tampered with. 쐽 verb 1. to close
something tightly 2. to attach a seal or
to stamp something with a seal 쑗 The
customs sealed the shipment.
sealed
instrument
/ sild
nstrυmənt/ noun a document which
has been signed and sealed
Seanad Éireann noun the upper
house of the legislature in Ireland
SDP

seal

sealed instrument

Seanad Éireann

(NOTE: The lower house is the Dail
Éireann.)
seat /sit/ noun 1. a chair 쑗 Seats
seat

have been placed on the platform for
the members of the council. 쑗 Opposition MPs left their seats and walked
out of the chamber in protest. 2. membership of the House of Commons or
being a Member of Parliament 쑗 He
lost his seat in the general election. 3.
a constituency 쑗 This is a safe Tory
seat. 4. membership of a committee 쑗
Marginal seats showed a swing away
from the government.
COMMENT: In the British House of
Commons, the seats are arranged in
rows facing each other across the
chamber, with the table in between
the front benches and the Speaker’s
chair at the end. In other legislative
chambers (as in the French National
Assembly), the seats are arranged in
a semi-circle facing the rostrum with
the seat of the President of the Assembly behind it.

secede /s sid/ verb to withdraw
secede

|

from a nation, state, organisation or alliance and become independent 쑗 The
American colonies seceded from

secessionism

|

secessionist

|

second

secondarily

|

secondary

second ballot

|

second chamber

|

second-class citizen

|
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seconder /sekəndə/ noun a person
seconder

who supports a proposal made by
someone else 쑗 Mr Brown has been
proposed by Mr Jones, and Miss Smith
is his seconder. 쑗 The motion could not
be put, because the proposer could not
find a seconder for it.
Second Reading / sekənd ridŋ/
noun US the detailed debate on a Bill
in the House of Commons, or House
of Lords in the UK, or in the House of
Representatives or Senate in USA
Second Reading

(NOTE: Bills are given three ’readings’
in both chambers in both USA and
UK (as in many other legislatures).
The second reading is usually the
occasion for a major, detailed debate.)
secret agent / sikrət edənt/
noun someone who spies for a govsecret agent

ernment or organisation
secretariat / sekrteəriət/ noun an
important office and the officials who
work in it, usually headed by a Secretary or Secretary-General 쑗 the United
Nations secretariat 쑗 the Commonwealth secretariat
secretary /sekrət(ə)ri/ noun 1. a
person who types letters or files documents or arranges meetings for someone 쑗 the Minister’s secretary and
personal assistant 쑗 My secretary
deals with visitors. 쑗 His secretary
phoned to say he would be late. 2. the
Secretary of State or member of the
government in charge of a department
쑗 the Education Secretary 쑗 the Foreign Secretary 3. a senior civil servant
4. an official of a company or society
Secretary for Defense / sekrətri
fə dfens/ noun the government minister in charge of the armed forces in
the USA. Also called Defense Secsecretariat

|

secretary

Secretary for Defense

|

retary
/ sekrətri
den(ə)rəl/ noun the main administrator in a large organisation such as
the United Nations or a political party
쑗 The main power in the country is
held by the Secretary-General of the
ruling party.
Secretary-General

Secretary-General

Secretary of State / sekrət(ə)ri
Secretary of State

əv stet/ noun 1. a member of the
government in charge of a department
쑗 the Secretary of State for Education
and Skills 2. US the senior member of
the government in charge of foreign
policy. See also notes at foreign, minister 3. (in Canada) a government
minister with general responsibilities
for publications, broadcasting and the
arts
COMMENT: The uses of the words Secretary and Secretary of State are
confusing: 1. In the UK, a Secretary of
State is the head of a government department, usually a Cabinet Minister.
Other members of the government,
though not in the Cabinet, are Parliamentary Secretaries or Parliamentary
Under-Secretaries of State, who are
junior ministers in a department. Finally the Parliamentary Private Secretary
is a minister’s main junior assistant in
Parliament 2. In the USA, the Secretary of State is the person in charge of
the Department of State, which is concerned with foreign policy. The equivalent in most other countries is the
Foreign Minister (Foreign Secretary in
the UK). Other heads of department in
the US government are called simply
Secretary: Secretary for Defense or
Defense Secretary 3. In the British
Civil Service, a government department is headed by a Permanent Secretary, with several Deputy Secretaries and Under-Secretaries. They are
all government employees and are not
MPs. Also a civil servant is a minister’s Private Secretary, who is attached to the minister personally, and
acts as his link with the department.
The British Civil Service formerly used
the titles Permanent Secretary, Deputy Secretary, Assistant Secretary and
Principal Secretary as grades, but
these have now been replaced by a
system of numbers (G1, G2, G3, etc.)
4. Both in the UK and USA, the word
Secretary is used in short forms of titles with the name of the department.
So, the Secretary of State for Education and Skills in the UK, and the Secretary for Education in the USA are
both called Education Secretary for
short. In the USA, the word Secretary
can be used before a surname: Secretary Smith.
Secretary of State for Defence

Secretary of State for Defence

/ sekrətri əv stet fə dfens/ noun
|

the government minister in charge of
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the armed forces in the United Kingdom. Also called Defence Secretary

Secretary
Secretary of the Treasury

of

the

Treasury

/ sekrət(ə)ri əv ðə treəri/, Secretary to the Treasury noun US the

senior member of the government in
charge of financial affairs. Also called
Treasury Secretary

Secretary
Secretary to the Cabinet

to

the

Cabinet

/sekrətri tə ð kbnət/ noun same
as Cabinet Secretary

Secretary
Secretary to the Senate

to

the

Senate

/ sekrətri tə ðə senət/ noun US the

head of the administrative staff in the
Senate
secret ballot / sikrət blət/ noun
an election where the voters vote in secret
secret ballot

Secret

Secret Intelligence Service

Intelligence

Service

/sikrət nteldəns s#vs/ noun a
|

British government agency concerned
with obtaining information about other countries which may be of use to
the government’s defence, security,
economy and foreign services
secret police / sikrət pəlis /
noun in dictatorships or totalitarian
regimes, the organisation which works
in secret spying on people in order to
stop opposition
secret service / sikrət s#vs/
noun the government service which
spies on other countries and on citizens of its own country suspected of
wanting to rebel
sectarian /sekteəriən/ adjective
relating to relations between religious
groups or denominations, especially
when the groups hold rigidly to a set
of doctrines and are intolerant of other
views
section /sekʃən/ noun a part of an
Act of Parliament or law 쑗 She does
not qualify for a grant under section 2
of the Act.
sectionalism
/sekʃənəlz(ə)m/
noun concern for the interests of one
group or area in preference to other areas
secularism /sekjυlərz(ə)m/ noun
the belief that religion and religious
bodies should have no official part in
secret police

|

secret service

sectarian

|

section

sectionalism

secularism

securocrat

public life or in running public institutions, especially schools
Securities and Exchange Commission

Securities and Exchange Commission /skjυərətiz ən ks
|

|

tʃend kəmʃ(ə)n/ noun an agency
of the US government set up to control
financial transactions and protect investors against bad practices. Abbr
SEC
security /skjυərti/ noun 1. safety
from harm, damage or attack 쑗 Our
passengers’ security is of great importance to us. 쒁 social security 2. the
feeling of being safe in a situation, or
the degree to which someone feels
safe 왍 security of employment, job
security a feeling by a worker that he
has the right to keep his job until he retires 왍 security of tenure the right to
keep a position or rented accommodation, provided that specific conditions
are met
security clearance /skjυərti
klərəns/ noun the process of making
sure that a person is acceptable for
work in a government department
where secret documents are kept
Security Council /skjυərti
kaυnsəl/ noun the permanent ruling
body of the United Nations, with the
responsibility for preserving international peace
|

security

|

security clearance

|

Security Council

|

COMMENT:

The Security Council has
fifteen members, five of which (USA,
Russia, UK, France and China) are
permanent members, the other ten
being elected by the General Assembly for periods of two years. The five
permanent members each have a
veto over the decisions of the Security
Council.

Service /skjυərəti
s#vs/ noun a British government
agency concerned with national security, in particular counter-terrorism
and counter-espionage. 쒁 MI5
Security Services / skjυərəti
s#vsz/ plural noun the government
organisations which protect the country against the activities of enemies
such as spies and terrorists
securocrat /skjυərəkrt/ noun a
senior military, police or intelligence
Security Service

Security

|

Security Services

|

securocrat

|

GovtPol.fm Page 224 Tuesday, July 13, 2004 7:51 PM

SEDD

224

officer with power to influence government policy
SEDD abbreviation Scottish Executive Development Department
sedition /s dʃ(ə)n/ noun the use of
words or actions that are intended to
lead to revolution or an armed uprising against the state
seditious /s dʃəs/ adjective referring to sedition
SEED abbreviation Scottish Executive Education Department
SEERAD abbreviation Scottish Executive Environment and Rural Affairs Department
segregate /seret/ verb to separate or keep apart, especially to keep
different races in a country apart 쑗 Single-sex schools segregate boys from
girls.
segregation / sereʃ(ə)n/ noun
the practice of keeping ethnic, racial,
religious, or gender groups separate,
especially by enforcing the use of separate facilities such as schools and
usually discriminating against a minority group
segregationist / sereʃənst/
adjective, noun supporting a policy of
segregation
SEHD abbreviation Scottish Executive Health Department
Seimas noun the legislative body in
Lithuania
seizure /siə/ noun the act of taking possession of something 쑗 The
court ordered the seizure of the shipment or of the company’s funds.
Sejm noun the lower house of the
legislature in Poland
Select Committee /s lekt kə
mti/ noun 1. (in the House of Commons) a special committee with members representing various political parties, which examines the work of a
government department or a particular
problem in the House of Commons

committee set up for a special purpose, usually to investigate something

SEDD

COMMENT: The main non-departmental Select Committees are: the Committee of Privileges which considers
breaches of parliamentary privilege;
the Committee of the Parliamentary
Commissioner which considers the reports of the Ombudsman; the Public
Accounts Committee which examines
government expenditure. The departmental select committees are: Culture, Media and Sport; Defence; Education and Skills; Environment and
Rural Affairs; Health; Home Affairs; International Development; Northern
Ireland Affairs; Science and Technology; Scottish Affairs; Trade and Industry; Transport, Local Government and
the Regions; Treasury; Welsh Affairs;
and Work and Pensions.

sedition

|

seditious

|

SEED

SEERAD

segregate

segregation

|

segregationist

|

SEHD

Seimas

seizure

Sejm

Select Committee

|

|

(NOTE: There are also a smaller
number of Select Committees in the
House of Lords) 2. (in Congress) a

self-determination / self dt#m
self-determination

|

neʃ(ə)n/ noun the free choice by the
people of a country as to which country should govern them 쑗 Countries
with powerful neighbours have to
fight for the right to self-determination.
self-government
/self
v(ə)nmənt/, self-rule / self rul/
noun the control of a country by its
own government, free from foreign influence
semi-autonomous / semi ɔ
tɒnəməs/ adjective ruled partly by
its own local government and partly
by national government or another
country or region
Sen. abbreviation 1. senate 2. senator
senate /senət/ noun the upper
house of a legislative body 쑗 France
has a bicameral system: a lower house
or Chamber of Deputies and a upper
house or Senate.
self-government

semi-autonomous

|

Sen.

senate

COMMENT: The senate is the upper
house of the legislature in many countries, including Antigua, Argentina,
Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil,
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Congo,
Czech Republic, Dominican Republic,
France, Italy, Jamaica, Mauritania,
Mexico, Paraguay, the Philippines,
Poland, Romania, South Africa,
Spain, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, the USA, Uruguay, Venezuela.
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Senate /senət/ noun 1. the upper
house of the American Congress
Senate

(NOTE: The US Senate has 100
members, each state electing two
senators by popular vote. Bills may
be introduced in the Senate, with the
exception of bills relating to finance.
The Senate has the power to ratify
treaties and to confirm presidential
appointments to federal posts.) 2. the

upper chamber of the federal parliament of Canada, made up of 104 senators appointed by the ruling government 3. the upper house of the federal
parliament of Australia, made up of 76
members, 12 from each state plus two
each from the Northern Territory and
Australian Capital Territory
senator /senətə/ noun the member
of a senate (NOTE: written with a capsenator

ital letter when used as a title: Senator Jackson)
senatorial / senətɔriəl/ adjective
senatorial

|

referring to a senate or to senators
senatorial courtesy / senə tɔriəl
k#təsi/ noun the polite way in which
members of the US Senate behave towards one another during their debates and discussions
Senned noun the devolved elected
representative body set up in Wales in
1999. English Welsh Assembly
senatorial courtesy

|

Senned

separationist

separationist

noun,

adjective

same as separatist
separation of powers

separation

of

powers

/ sepəreʃ(ə)n əv paυəs / noun the

system in which the power in a state is
separated between the legislative body
which passes laws, the judiciary
which enforces the law, and the executive which runs the government
COMMENT:

In the USA, the three parts
of the power of the state are kept separate and independent: the President
does not sit in Congress; Congress
cannot influence the decisions of the
Supreme Court, etc. In the UK the legislative and executive powers are
fused, because of our parliamentary
system of government which means
that the executive is always part of the
legislature. The government or executive is responsible to Parliament and
can be dismissed by it on a Vote of No

service
Confidence. There has also been a
partial fusion of powers in the UK between the legislature and judiciary because the law lords sit in the House of
Lords, but by reforms introduced in
2003–4, this will stop and a completely independent Supreme Court will be
set up. In the USA, members of government are not members of Congress, though their appointment has
to be approved by Senate; in the UK,
members of government are usually
Members of Parliament, although
some are members of the House of
Lords.

/sep(ə)rətz(ə)m/
noun the belief that a part of a country

separatism

separatism

should become separate and independent from the rest
separatist /sep(ə)rətst/ adjective
referring to separatism 쑗 The rise of
the separatist movement in the south
of the country. 쐽 noun a person who
believes that part of the country
should become separate and independent
sergeant /sɑdənt/ noun a police
officer of a rank above constable.
Abbr Sgt, Sergt
sergeant at arms /sɑdənt ət
ɑmz/ noun someone with the job of
keeping order in a legislative body or
court of law
Serjeant at Arms /sɑdənt ət
ɑmz/ noun an official of the House of
Commons who keeps order in the
House, makes sure that no one enters
the chamber of the House unless invited to do so, and removes members if
asked to do so by the Speaker (NOTE:
separatist

sergeant

sergeant at arms

Serjeant at Arms

The spelling Sergeant at Arms is
used in the US House of Representatives.)
serve /s#v/ verb 1. to spend time as
serve

a member of a committee or as Member of Parliament 쑗 He served six
years on the Foreign Relations Committee. 쑗 She has served two terms as
chairman. 2. to deal with a customer
3. to do a type of work
service /s#vs / noun 왍 civil service the organisation and personnel
which administer a country under the
direction of the government
service

GovtPol.fm Page 226 Tuesday, July 13, 2004 7:51 PM

session

226

session /seʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. a meetsession

ing, or the time when a meeting is held
쑗 The morning session or the afternoon session will be held in the conference room. 왍 opening session, closing session the first part or last part of
a conference 2. the period when Parliament is meeting, usually about 12
months long 쑗 The government is
planning to introduce the Bill at the
next session of Parliament. 쑗 The first
session of the new Parliament opened
with the reading of the Queen’s
Speech.
COMMENT: The Parliamentary session
starts in October with the Opening of
Parliament and the Queen’s Speech.
It usually lasts until August. In the
USA, a new congressional session
starts on the 3rd of January each year.

sessional /seʃən(ə)l/ adjective referring to a session
sessional

sessional Select Committee

sessional Select Committee
/ seʃ(ə)n(ə)l s lekt kəmti/ noun a
|

|

Select Committee set up at the beginning of each session of parliament 쑗
the Select Committee on Defence or
the Defence Select Committee
sessions /seʃ(ə)nz/ plural noun a
court
set aside / set əsad/ verb to decide not to apply a decision 쑗 The arbitrator’s award was set aside on appeal.
set forth / set fɔθ/ verb to put
down in writing 쑗 The argument is set
forth in the document from the European Court.
set out / set aυt/ verb 1. to put
down in writing 쑗 The claim is set out
in the enclosed document. 쑗 The figures are set out in the tables at the
back of the book. 2. to try to do something 쑗 The Government has set out to
discredit the Opposition.
settle /set(ə)l/ verb 1. to go to live
in a new area, often abroad 쑗 In the
18th century, thousands of people left
the country to settle in North America.
2. to put an end to an argument 쑗 The
decision of the arbitration board settled the dispute. 쑗 The matter was setsessions

set aside

|

set forth

set out

settle

tled by an agreement to change the
working hours.
settlement /set(ə)lmənt/ noun 1. a
group of homes built in a new area 쑗 a
British settlement on the coast of India
2. an agreement which ends a dispute
between people or between countries
쑗 The Department for Education
reached a settlement with the teachers’ union.
settler /set(ə)lə/ noun a person who
goes to colonise a country 쑗 Settlers
built up colonies along the banks of
the river.
shadow /ʃdəυ/ adjective to follow or to watch
Shadow
Cabinet
/ ʃdəυ
kbnət/ noun the senior members
of the Opposition who cover the areas
of responsibility of the actual Cabinet,
and will form the Cabinet if their party
is elected to government 쑗 the shadow
Minister for the Environment 쑗 the
shadow spokesman on energy matters
shadow senator /ʃdəυ senətə/
noun a non-voting representative of
the District of Columbia in the US
Senate
shanty town /ʃnti taυn/ noun an
area of badly built houses around a
large city where poor people live
shareholder /ʃeəhəυldə/ noun a
person who owns shares in a company
sheikh /ʃek/ noun a leader or prince
in an Arab country
sheikhdom /ʃekdəm/ noun a state
or area ruled by a sheikh 쑗 Many of the
Gulf sheikhdoms export oil.
Sheriff /ʃerf/ noun same as High
settlement

settler

shadow

Shadow Cabinet

shadow senator

shanty town

shareholder

sheikh

sheikhdom

Sheriff

Sheriff

Sheriff Court /ʃerf kɔt/ noun a
Sheriff Court

court presided over by a sheriff

sheriffdom /ʃerfdəm/ noun a dissheriffdom

trict in Scotland with a Sheriff Court

shire /ʃaə/ noun a county in the
shire

United Kingdom, used in county
names such as Buckinghamshire and
Berkshire 왍 the shires the rural counties in the centre of England 쑗 the Tory
Party is very strong in the shires 쑗 we
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have to make sure that we do not lose
the support of the shire voters
shire county /ʃaə kaυnti/ noun a
county that is not based on a metropolitan area
shortcoming /ʃɔtkmŋ/ noun a
fault in somebody’s character or in a
plan or organisation 쑗 The government
plan has many shortcomings.
short title / ʃɔt tat(ə)l/ noun the
usual brief name by which an Act of
Parliament is known
short title clause / ʃɔt tat(ə)l
klɔz/ noun a section in a Bill which
gives the short title by which the Act
will be known
show of hands / ʃəυ əv hndz/
noun an informal vote that involves
counting the hands raised by people to
show support for or rejection of a proposal
shroud-waving /ʃraυd wevŋ/
noun the deliberate use of distressing
events or statistics to make more of an
issue or gain political advantage
shuttle diplomacy /ʃt(ə)l d
pləυməsi/ noun diplomatic negotiations by an official who travels frequently between the countries involved
SI abbreviation statutory instrument
signatory /snət(ə)ri/ noun a person who signs a contract, or a country
which signs a treaty or convention 쑗
You have to get the permission of all
the signatories to the agreement if you
want to change the terms. 쑗 Britain is
a signatory to the Geneva Convention.
sine die / sini die/ Latin phrase
meaning ‘without a day’
sine qua non / sni kwɑ nɒn / Latin phrase meaning ‘without which
not’: condition without which something cannot work 쑗 Agreement by the
management is a sine qua non of all
employment contracts.
single ballot /sŋ(ə)l blət/
noun an election where only one
round of voting is held
single
chamber
/ sŋ(ə)l
tʃembə/ noun a legislature with
shire county

shortcoming

|

short title

short title clause

show of hands

shroud-waving

shuttle diplomacy

|

SI

signatory

sine die

sine qua non

single ballot

single chamber

sit

only one chamber, as in New Zealand
and Nebraska. 쒁 unicameral
Single European Act /sŋ (ə)l
jυərəpiən e si ti/ noun a treaty
of the European Union signed in 1987
which aimed to create a free internal
market in labour, goods, and services
by 1992
Single Market /sŋ(ə)l mɑkt/,
Single European Market noun the
European Union considered as a free
trade area, with no tariff barriers between its member states
Single European Act

|

Single Market

single transferable vote

single

transferable

vote

/ sŋ(ə)l trns f#rəb(ə)l vəυt/
noun a proportional voting system
|

where each voter votes for the candidates in order of preference, and this
vote is transferred to the next preference candidate if the first choice is not
elected. A calculation based on the total votes is made to show how many
votes, or what quota, a candidate
needs to be elected. Candidates with
more than this electoral quota of first
preference votes are automatically
elected, and their second preference
votes are passed to other candidates,
and so on until the full number of candidates have the required quota and so
are elected. Abbr STV (NOTE: It is
used for the European Parliament,
and in Northern Ireland for district
councils.)
sinking fund /sŋkŋ fnd/ noun a
sinking fund

sum of money saved by a government
regularly from taxation and used to
pay off its debts
Sinn Féin / ʃin fen/ noun a nationalist Irish republican party
Sir /s#/ noun the title given to a baronet or knight (NOTE: The title is alSinn Féin

Sir

ways used with the man’s Christian
name, and in a formal address, with
the surname as well: Good morning,
Sir George; May I introduce Sir
George Carey?; Sir George and
Lady Carey attended the dinner.)
sit /st/ verb 1. to meet 쑗 No one can
sit

enter the Council Chamber when the
committee is sitting. 쑗 The court sat
from eleven to five o’clock. 2. to be an
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MP 쑗 She sat for a London constituency for ten years. 쑗 The sitting MP was
re-elected with a comfortable majority. 3. 왍 to sit on the bench to be a
magistrate
sit-down strike /st daυn strak/
noun a form of industrial action in
which workers refuse to leave their
workplace until their demands are listened to
sit-in /st n/ noun a form of protest
in which people occupy a building or
public place and refuse to leave until
their demands are listened to
sitting /stŋ/ noun a meeting of
Parliament or of a court or of a tribunal
sit-down strike

sit-in

sitting

COMMENT: Parliamentary sittings start
at 2.30 p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays
and Wednesdays; at 11.30 a.m. on
Thursdays; and at 9.30 a.m. on Fridays. They continue until business is
completed, which is expected to be no
later that 10.30 p.m on the first three
days, and earlier on Thursday and Friday. Occasionally there are all-night
sessions when very important or controversial matters are debated. These
hours may seem strange, but they are
needed to allow committee and constituency work to take place at other
times. Before 1997 the hours were
even later, but were changed as part
of the modernisation policies of the
Labour government.

sketch /sketʃ / noun 쏡 parliamentasketch

ry sketch

sketch-writer /sketʃ ratə/ noun
sketch-writer

a journalist who writes parliamentary
sketches
slander /slɑndə/ verb the crime of
using spoken words to harm someone
by saying things which are untrue
about them
slate /slet/ noun a list of candidates
for a position 쑗 the Democratic slate
in the state elections
slavocracy / slevɒkrəsi / noun a
ruling group consisting of owners of
slaves, or rule by owners of slaves
sleaze /sliz/ noun political activity
of a dishonest or disreputable sort,
usually involving bribery and corruption (NOTE: In the 1990s various polslander

slate

slavocracy

|

sleaze

iticians were accused of sleaze, for

example by taking free holidays and
payments from prominent business
men.)
sleeper /slipə/ noun a spy who
sleeper

lives an ordinary life often for many
years before starting spying activities
sleeper cell /slipə sel/ noun a
group of trained terrorists who live ordinary lives while waiting for instructions to commit a terrorist act
slip law /slp lɔ/ noun US a law
published for the first time after it has
been approved, printed on a single
sheet of paper, or as a small separate
book
slogan /sləυən/ noun a short
phrase which shows the beliefs of a
party, used to attract voters 쑗 The party’s slogan is ‘More Power to the People’. 쑗 The party campaigned under
the slogan ‘Responsibility and Trust’.
SLP abbreviation Scottish Labour
Party
slum /slm/ noun a crowded dirty
area of a town where poor people live
쑗 The children were brought up in the
slums of Glasgow.
slum clearance /slm klərəns/
noun the organised demolishing of
slum areas to replace them with modern blocks of flats
smoke-filled room / sməυk fld
rum / noun a room where deals are
made in private (NOTE: The image is
sleeper cell

slip law

slogan

SLP

slum

slum clearance

smoke-filled room

of participants who have spent a
long time there discussing and
smoking.)
snap /snp/ adjective sudden or unsnap

expected 쑗 The Prime Minister called
a snap election. 쑗 The Committee will
discuss the matter fully and will not
reach a snap decision.
SNP abbreviation Scottish National
Party
SO abbreviation standing order
soapbox /səυpbɒks/ noun a wooden box used to stand on by a public
speaker
soapbox oratory /səυpbɒks
ɒrət(ə)ri/ noun a form of public
speaking which is aimed at attracting
SNP

SO

soapbox

soapbox oratory
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the general public in a simple, direct
way
social /səυʃ (ə)l/ adjective referring
to society in general 쑗 The government
dealt carefully with many of the social
problems of the day.
social assistance /səυʃ (ə)l ə
sst(ə)ns/ noun same as social sesocial

social assistance

|

curity

Social Chapter /səυʃ(ə)l tʃptə/
Social Chapter

noun a section of the Maastricht Treaty on European Union (1993) which
commits Member States to reducing
unemployment, improving working
conditions, discussions between management and workers, and removing
discrimination
social class / səυʃ (ə)l klɑs/ noun
a group of people who have some position in society
Social Credit /səυʃ (ə)l kredt/
noun a system of monetary reform,
founded in Canada
social democracy / səυʃ(ə)l d
mɒkrəsi/ noun a belief that changes
should be made to the structure of society to produce greater equality, with
a mixed economy where there is some
state involvement in industry and welfare but also a strong free market, and
in addition a political system based on
democratic freedom
social
democrat
/ səυʃ(ə)l
deməkrt/ noun 1. a person who believes in social democracy 2. Social
Democrat a person who supports or
belongs to a Social Democratic Party
쑗 The Social Democrats are in the majority in some areas of the country.
Social Democratic /səυʃ(ə)l
deməkrtk/ adjective referring to
a Social Democratic Party
social class

Social Credit

social democracy

|

social democrat

Social Democratic

|

Social Democratic and Labour Party

Social Democratic and Labour
Party /səυʃ (ə)l deməkrtk ən
|

lebə pɑti/ noun a political party in
Northern Ireland, many of whose supporters want to unite Northern Ireland
and the Republic of Ireland peacefully. Abbr SDLP

Social Democratic Party

Social

Democratic

Party

/səυʃ(ə)l deməkrtk pɑti/ noun
|

social services

a political party which is in favour of
social democracy
social exclusion / səυʃ(ə)l k
sklu(ə)n/ noun lack of the benefits
enjoyed by most members of society,
because of factors such as poverty, social or ethnic background or disability
social housing /səυʃ(ə)l haυzŋ/
noun housing provided by organisations such as local authorities or housing associations for renting cheaply to
people who cannot afford to buy their
own homes or rent privately
social insurance / səυʃ(ə)l n
ʃυərəns/ noun state insurance based
on compulsory contributions that
gives some income to unemployed
and retired people
socialism /səυʃəlz(ə)m/ noun the
belief that in a state the means of production, distribution and exchange
should be controlled by the people,
that the people should be cared for by
the state and that wealth should be
shared equally
Socialist /səυʃəlst/ adjective 1. in
favour of socialism 2. referring to or
supporting a Socialist Party 쐽 noun 1.
a person who believes in socialism 2.
a person who supports or is a member
of a Socialist Party
Socialist Party /səυʃəlst pɑti/
noun a political party such as those in
France, Spain and Portugal, which follows socialist policies and beliefs
social exclusion

|

social housing

social insurance

|

socialism

Socialist

Socialist Party

Socialist
Socialist Workers Party

Workers

Party

/ səυʃəlst w#kəz pɑti/ noun a

British political party that opposes
capitalism
social
ownership / səυʃ(ə)l
əυnəʃp/ noun a situation where an
industry is nationalised and run by a
board appointed by the government
social security / səυʃ(ə)l s
kjυərti/ noun money or help provided by the government to people who
need it 쑗 He lives on social security
payments.
social
services
/ səυʃ(ə)l
s#vsz/ noun a department of a local or national government which provides services such as health care, adsocial ownership

social security

|

social services
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vice, and money for people who need
help
social worker /səυʃ (ə)l w#kə/
noun a person who works in a social
services department, visiting and
looking after people who need help
society /səsaəti/ noun 1. a group
of people who live together and have
the same laws and customs 쑗 British
society has changed since the Second
World War. 쑗 All Western societies
have the same social problems. (NOTE:
not used with the) 2. an organisation
of people with the same interests or
jobs 쑗 a political society 쑗 a debating
society 쑗 the Society of Education Officers
socio-economic
/səυʃəυikə
nɒmk/ adjective referring to social
and economic conditions 쑗 The socioeconomic system in capitalist countries. 왍 socio-economic groups
groups in society divided according to
income and position
socio-political
/ səυʃəυ
pə
ltk(ə)l/ adjective combining social
and political matters
Solicitor-General
/sə lstə
den(ə)rəl/ noun one of the law officers, a Member of the House of
Commons and deputy to the AttorneyGeneral
social worker

society

|

socio-economic

|

socio-political

|

Solicitor-General

|

Solicitor-General for Scotland
Solicitor-General for Scotland

/sə lstə den(ə)rəl fə skɒtlənd/
noun a junior law officer in Scotland
solidarity / sɒldrti/ noun an ex|

solidarity

|

pression of unity between people with
common interests
source /sɔs/ noun 1. a person who
gives someone, especially a journalist,
some information 쑗 The information
had come from a usually reliable
source. 2. the origin from which
something comes 쑗 energy from renewable sources 쑗 You must declare
income from all sources to the Inland
Revenue. 왍 at source referring to a
system of removing tax or other payments from someone’s income before
the income is paid 쑗 income taxed at
source 쑗 maintenance payments deducted at source
source

South /saυθ/ noun 1. a region of a
country, e.g. the part of the USA to the
south of Washington 2. 왍 the South
the less industrialised countries of the
world, mainly in the southern hemisphere
sovereign /sɒvrn/ noun a title given to the king or queen 쑗 The sovereign’s head appears on coins and
stamps. 쐽 adjective having complete
freedom to govern itself
sovereign state / sɒvrn stet /
noun an independent country which
governs itself
sovereigntist /sɒvrntst/ noun a
supporter of sovereignty for Quebec
sovereignty /sɒvrnti/ noun the
power to govern independently 왍 to
have sovereignty over a territory to
have power to govern a territory 쑗 Two
neighbouring states claimed sovereignty over the offshore islands. 왍 the
sovereignty or supremacy of Parliament the right of Parliament to make
or undo laws
South

sovereign

sovereign state

sovereigntist

sovereignty

sovereignty association

sovereignty

association

/sɒvrnti ə səυsieʃ(ə)n/ noun a
|

|

proposed economic and political association between a sovereign Quebec
and the rest of Canada
soviet /səυviət / noun 1. an elected
local, regional or national council
used to govern the USSR before the
fall of communism which began in
1989 2. 왍 the Supreme Soviet the legislative body of Tajikistan 쐽 adjective
referring to the former Soviet Union
Soviet Union /səυviət junjən /
noun the former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), now split
into the Russian Federation and various independent states, some of which
joined the Russian Federation in the
Commonwealth of Independent States
(CIS)
Speaker /spikə/ noun a person
who acts as chairman of a meeting of
a parliament 왍 discussions held behind the Speaker’s chair informal
discussions between representatives
of opposing political parties meeting
soviet

Soviet Union

Speaker
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on neutral ground away from the floor
of the House

speech

speech of acceptance

|

Chaplain / spikəz
tʃpln/ noun a clergyman who
reads prayers at the beginning of each
sitting of the House of Commons
special agent / speʃ(ə)l edənt/
noun 1. a person who does secret
work for a government 2. a person
who represents someone in a particular matter
Special Branch /speʃ(ə)l brɑnʃ/
noun the branch of the UK police
force that specialising in political security and is the executive arm of the
government intelligence agencies
special committee /speʃ (ə)l kə
mti/ noun a committee set up by
Congress to investigate something
special constable / speʃ(ə)l
knstəb(ə)l/ noun in the United
Kingdom, someone who acts as a volunteer police officer, especially when
a large police force is necessary as for
large public events
special interest group / speʃ(ə)l
ntrəst rup/ noun people who try
to influence government to support
the industry or particular concerns that
they belong to or support
specialise /speʃəlaz/, specialize
verb to concentrate on one particular
subject or area of activity
special
session
/ speʃ(ə)l
seʃ(ə)n/ noun US a session of Congress called in an emergency by the
President to discuss an important matter when Congress is not normally in
session
Speaker’s
Speaker’s Chaplain

special agent

Special Branch

special committee

|

special interest group

specialise

special session

sessions / speʃ(ə)l
seʃ(ə)ns/ plural noun a court hearing
called to meet an unusual emergency
speech /spitʃ/ noun 1. speaking or
ability to talk 2. a talk given in public
쑗 to make a speech in Parliament 쑗
counsel’s closing speech to the jury 쑗
The Chancellor’s Budget Speech lasted two hours.
speech of acceptance / spitʃ əv
əkseptəns / noun a speech made by
someone agreeing to take a job, e.g.,
after being chosen to stand as a candidate for Parliament. Also called acceptance speech
sphere of influence / sfə əv
nfluəns/ noun an area of the world
where one country plays a leading role
over other states 쑗 Some Latin American states fall within the USA’s sphere
of influence.
spin /spn/ noun an interpretation of
information that is intended to guide
public opinion in a particular direction
spin doctor /spn dɒktə/ noun a
person who gives political information to journalists expressed in a way
that is good for the party or government by which he or she is employed
쑗 There is nothing new in politics
about using spin doctors apart from
the name.
spinmeister /spnmestə/ noun
same as spin doctor
spiritual /sprtʃuəl/ adjective referring to religious matters
splendid isolation / splendd
asəleʃ(ə)n/ noun a policy where a
country refuses to join with other
countries in treaties
splinter group /splntə rup/
noun a small group which breaks
away from a main political party, or
other organisation
spoils of war / spɔlz əv wɔ / plural noun the goods or valuables taken
by an army from an enemy
spoils system /spɔlz sstəm/
noun in the USA, the way in which
the senior civil servants and appointments to the federal bureaucracy are
temporary appointments made by the
special

COMMENT: In the House of Commons,
the Speaker is an ordinary Member of
Parliament chosen by the other members; the speaker in the House of
Lords is the Lord Chancellor. Plans
announced in 2003–4 will lead to the
abolition of the office of Lord Chancellor and a new chairman for the House
of Lords will need to be chosen. In the
US Congress, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives is an ordinary congressman, elected by the other congressmen; the person presiding
over meetings of the Senate is usually
the Vice-President.

special constable

spoils system
special sessions

sphere of influence

spin

spin doctor

spinmeister

spiritual

splendid isolation

|

splinter group

spoils of war

spoils system
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newly elected President (NOTE: The
alternative system is the merit system, by which the majority of US civil
servants are now appointed.)
spoilt ballot paper / spɔlt blət
pepə/ noun a voting form which has
spoilt ballot paper

not been filled in correctly by the voter
and therefore cannot be counted
spokesman /spəυksmən/ noun a
man who speaks in public on behalf of
a group 쑗 A White House spokesman
denied the news report. 쑗 A government spokesman in the House of Lords
revealed that discussions had been
concluded on the treaty. (NOTE: The
spokesman

plural is spokesmen.)
spokesperson /spəυks p#s(ə)n/
noun a person who speaks in public
spokesperson

|

on behalf of a group

spokeswoman /spəυks wυmən/
spokeswoman

|

noun a woman who speaks in public
on behalf of a group (NOTE: The plural
is spokeswomen.)
sponsor /spɒnsə/ noun 1. a person
sponsor

or group such as a trade union which
pays money towards the expenses of
an MP or candidate 2. an MP who introduces a Bill in the House of Commons 쐽 verb 1. to support the expenses of an MP or candidate 왍 to sponsor
an MP to pay part of the election expenses of an MP, and contribute to his
or her local party’s funds. For this the
MP is expected to represent the sponsor’s interests in Parliament. 2. to propose a Bill in the House of Commons
sponsorship /spɒnsəʃp/ noun
the act of sponsoring 쑗 Sponsorship of
two MPs cost the company several
thousand pounds.
spy /spa/ noun a person who watches, listens or investigates secretly to
get information about another country,
or a rival organisation 쑗 Half the embassy staff are spies. 쑗 The government asked the military attaché to
leave the country, as they had evidence that he was a spy. 쐽 verb 1. to
watch, listen to, or investigate another
country or rival organisation secretly
to get information 2. to see 왍 I spy
strangers formerly, used by an MP
sponsorship

spy

who wanted a debate to take place in
private
spying /spaŋ/ noun the action of a
spy 쑗 She was sentenced to death for
spying for the enemy.
spymaster /spamɑstə/ noun a
man in charge of spies
Square Mile / skweə mal/ noun
the City of London, the British financial centre
SSN abbreviation Social Security
Number
SSP abbreviation state second pension
Stalin /stɑln/, Joseph (1879–
1953) general secretary of the Soviet
Communist Party (1922–53) and ruler
of the former Soviet Union as a dictator after 1930. He removed political
opponents in a series of purges and
causing nationwide famine with his
collectivist agricultural policy. After
World War II, he extended Soviet control over most of Eastern Europe.
Stalinism /stɑlnz(ə)m/ noun a
political system based on the centralised authority of the Communist party
and an oppressive totalitarian state, as
in the former Soviet Union under Stalin
stalking horse / stɑkŋ hɔs/
noun a candidate who stands election
only to conceal the potential candidacy of someone else, to divide the opposition, or to determine how strong
the opposition is
stand /stnd/ noun 1. a determined
position on some issue 쑗 The government’s stand against racial prejudice.
쑗 The police chief criticised the council’s stand on law and order. 2. the position of a member of Congress on a
question, either for or against 쐽 verb
1. to offer yourself as a candidate in an
election 쑗 He stood as a Liberal-Democrat candidate in the General Election. 쑗 He is standing against the
present deputy leader in the leadership contest. 쑗 She was persuaded to
stand for parliament. 쑗 He has stood
for office several times, but has never
been elected. (NOTE: The US term is
spying

spymaster

Square Mile

SSN

SSP

Stalin

Stalinism

stalking horse

stand
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run.) 2. to exist or to be in a state

쑗

The House stands adjourned. 쑗 The
report stood referred to the Finance
Committee.
standard of living / stndəd əv
lvŋ/ noun the quality of personal
home life, measured by things such as
the amount of food or clothes bought,
or size of the family car
standard rate /stndəd ret/
noun the basic rate of income tax
which is paid by most taxpayers or basic rate of Value Added Tax which is
paid on most goods and services
standards officer /stndədz
ɒfsə/ noun 쏡 trading standards ofstandard of living

standard rate

standards officer

ficer

stand down / stnd daυn/ verb to
stand down

say you no longer wish to be considered as a candidate in an election 쑗
The wife of one of the candidates is ill
and he has stood down.
Ständerat /stendərɑt/ noun the
States Council, the upper house of the
legislature in Switzerland
stand in for / stnd n fɔ/ verb to
take the place of someone 쑗 Mr Smith
is standing in for the chairman who is
away on holiday.
standing /stndŋ/ adjective permanent 쐽 noun reputation 쑗 the financial standing of a company 앳 standing committee 1. permanent committee which always examines the
same problem 2. committee of Members of Parliament which examines in
detail Bills which are not passed to
other committees 왘 쒁 (all senses) ad
Ständerat

stand in for

standing

hoc

standing orders / stndŋ ɔdəz/
standing orders

plural noun the rules governing the
way in which a meeting or a debate in
Parliament or a local council is run
standing vote /stndŋ vəυt/
noun US a vote in the House of Representatives, where members stand up
to be counted
standstill agreement /stndstl
ə rimənt/ noun an agreement that
things should remain as they are, e.g.
one between a creditor country and a
standing vote

standstill agreement

|

state-controlled

debtor country that needs extra time to
repay its debt
Star Chamber /stɑ tʃembə/
noun 1. a royal court which in the past
tried cases without a jury 2. a cabinet
committee which examines the spending proposals of government departments
Star-spangled Banner / stɑ
spŋld bnə/ noun a national anthem of the USA. Compare Hail to
Star Chamber

Star-spangled Banner

the Chief
START

START abbreviation Strategic Arms
Reduction Talks
state /stet/ noun 1. an independent
country 2. the political system of a
country represented by its government
state

(NOTE: The state is the permanent
embodiment of the political system.
The members of the government
hold the power of the state during
their term in office.) 왍 offence against

the State an act of attacking the lawful government of a country 3. a semiindependent section of a federal country such as the USA 4. a condition 쑗
The Prime Minister is due to make a
speech on the state of the economy. 쑗
In his state of the EU address, the
President said that only by working
together could the countries of the union tackle the problem of unemployment. 쐽 verb to say clearly 쑗 The document states that all revenue has to be
declared to the tax office.
state capital / stet kpt(ə)l/
noun the main town in a state or province. Also called provincial capital
state
capitalism
/ stet
kpt(ə)lz(ə)m/ noun an economic
system in which the state has control
of capital and the means of production
State Capitol / stet kpt(ə)l/
noun the building in the main city of a
state, where the state legislature meets
State Chamber / stet tʃembə/
noun the lower house of the legislature in Slovenia
state-controlled
/stet
kən
trəυld/ adjective run by the state 쑗
state-controlled television
state capital

state capitalism

State Capitol

State Chamber

state-controlled

|
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State Council / stet kaυns(ə)l/
State Council

noun the upper house of the legisla-

ture in Slovenia

Department /stet d
pɑtmənt/ noun the US government
department dealing with relations between the USA and other countries 쒁
See note at foreign
State Duma / stet dumə/ noun
the lower house of the legislature in
Russia
State
enterprise
/ stet
entəpraz/ noun a company run by
the state 쑗 The bosses of State industries are appointed by the government.
statehood /stethυd/ noun the status of a state in a federal union, especially the United States 쑗 The states
are listed in date of statehood.
statehouse /stethaυs/ noun a
building in a US state capital in which
its state legislature meets
stateless
person
/ stetləs
p#s(ə)n/ noun a person who is not a
citizen of any state
state line / stet lan / noun the official boundary between two US states
statement /stetmənt/ noun 1.
saying something clearly 왍 to make a
statement to the House (of a Member of Parliament) to tell the House of
Commons that you have done something wrong or to explain your actions
to the House 2. a written document
containing information
state of emergency / stet əv 
m#dənsi/ noun a dangerous or difficult situation such as a natural disaster, a war or a revolution, during which
the government has to take special
measures to control the country 왍 the
government declared a state of
emergency the government decided
that the situation was so dangerous
that they had to take special measures
to control the country
State
State Department

|

State Duma

State enterprise

statehood

statehouse

stateless person

state line

statement

state of emergency

|

State of the Union message
State of the Union message

/stet əv ðə junjən mesd/ noun

an annual speech by the President of
the USA which sums up the political
situation in the country

State Opening of Parliament
State Opening of Parliament

/ stet əυp(ə)nŋ əv pɑləmənt/
noun the ceremony when the Queen

opens a new session of Parliament and
reads the Queen’s Speech which has
been written for her by the government
State-owned / stet əυnd/ adjective owned by the State
state school /stet skul / noun a
school paid for with public money
state second pension / stet
sekənd penʃən/ noun an additional
pension paid by the government to
supplement the basic state pension,
based on an employee’s earnings and
National Insurance contributions
state secret / stet sikrət/ noun a
piece of information that is supposed
to be known only to authorised people
States-General
/ stets
den(ə)rəl/ noun the legislative body
in the Netherlands, equivalent to Parliament or Congress
statesman /stetsmən/ noun an
important and respected political leader or representative of a country 쑗 Several statesmen from Western countries
are meeting to discuss defence problems. (NOTE: The plural is statesState-owned

state school

state second pension

state secret

States-General

statesman

men.)
/stetsmənlak /
adjective wise and skilful, like a good

statesmanlike
statesmanlike

political leader
/stetsmənʃp/
noun the ability of being a good polit-

statesmanship
statesmanship

ical leader

socialism
/ stet
səυʃəlz(ə)m/ noun a system in
which the state controls the major industries and banks and plans economic and social welfare for the benefit of
all citizens
States of the Union / stets əv ðə
junjən/ plural noun the states joined
together to form the United States of
America
statesperson
/stetsp#s(ə)n/
noun a senior politician who plays an
important role in government or international affairs and is widely respected for integrity
state
state socialism

States of the Union

statesperson
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states’ rights / stets rats/ plural
noun the powers and rights not grantstates’ rights

ed by the US Constitution to the federal government and not forbidden to
the states by the Constitution
state trooper / stet trupə/ noun
a member of the highway patrol police
of a US state
state visit / stet vzt/ noun a ceremonial visit paid by a head of state to
another country
statism /stetz(ə)m/ noun the theory that economic and political power
should be controlled by a central government
statistics /stətstks / plural noun
information shown in the form of
numbers 쑗 She asked for the birth statistics for 1992. 쑗 Council statistics
show that the amount of rented property in the borough has increased. 쑗
Government trade statistics show that
exports to the EU have fallen over the
last six months.
status /stetəs/ noun 1. importance
or position in society 2. the legal position of a country, a person or a group
statute /sttʃut/ noun an established written law, especially an Act
of Parliament
statute-barred / sttʃut bɑd/
adjective a court case which cannot be
brought because it is too long since the
event in dispute occurred under the
Statute of Limitations
statute book /sttʃut bυk/ noun
all laws passed by Parliament which
are still in force 쑗 The Act is still on the
statute book, and has never been repealed.
statutes at large / sttjuts ət
lɑd/ plural noun US a printed list of
acts passed in each session of Congress
statutorily /sttʃυt(ə)rli/ adverb
by act of parliament 왍 a statutorily
protected tenant a tenant protected
by law
statutory /sttʃυt(ə)ri/ adjective
fixed by act of parliament 쑗 There is a
statutory period of probation of thirstate trooper

state visit

statism

statistics

|

stenographer

teen weeks. 쑗 The authority has a statutory obligation to provide free education to all children. 쑗 Powers conferred on an authority by the statutory
code.
statutory books / sttʃυt(ə)ri
bυks/ plural noun the official registers which a company must keep, e.g.
the register of shareholders and the
minute books of board meetings
statutory books

statutory declaration

statutory

declaration

/ sttʃυt(ə)ri deklə reʃ(ə)n/ noun
1. a statement made to the Registrar of
|

Companies that a company has complied with specific legal conditions 2.
a declaration signed and witnessed for
official purposes
statutory duty / sttʃυt(ə)ri
djuti/ noun a duty which someone
must perform and which is laid down
by act of parliament
statutory holiday / sttʃυt(ə)ri
hɒlde/ noun a holiday which is
fixed by act of parliament
statutory duty

statutory holiday

status

statute

statute-barred

statute book

statutes at large

statutorily

statutory

statutory instrument

statutory

instrument

/ sttʃυt(ə)ri nstrυmənt/ noun an

order which has the force of law, made
by a minister under powers granted by
an Act of Parliament. Abbr SI

statutory undertakers

statutory

undertakers

/ sttʃυt(ə)ri ndətekəz/ plural
noun bodies formed by act of parlia|

ment and having legal duties to provide services such as gas, electricity,
water
stealth tax /stelθ tks/ noun a new
tax or tax increase that is introduced in
a way that allows it to be relatively unnoticed by the public, or an additional
charge that is effectively, though not
officially, a tax
steering committee /stərŋ kə
mti/ noun a committee which works
out the agenda for discussion by a
main committee or conference, and so
can influence the way the main committee or conference works
stenographer /stənɒrəfə/ noun
an official person who can write in
shorthand and so take records of what
is said in Parliament or in court
stealth tax

steering committee

|

stenographer

|
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step down / step daυn/ verb to resign 쑗 He stepped down as Chair of
the Finance Committee.
step up / step p/ verb to increase
쑗 The government has stepped up its
grants to small businesses. (NOTE:
step down

step up

stepping – stepped)

Stewardship of the Chiltern
Hundreds / stjuədʃp əv ðə
Stewardship of the Chiltern Hundreds

tʃltən hndrədz/ noun a nominal
government position, which disqualifies a person from being a Member of
Parliament (NOTE: If an MP wishes to
resign, he or she is said to ’take the
Chiltern Hundreds’ in order to do so)
stipulate /stpjυlet / verb to state
stipulate

firmly that something particular must
be done 쑗 The government stipulated
that the applicants should take a
means test.
Stormont /stɔmɒnt/ noun a large
house in Belfast, where the Northern
Ireland Assembly and executive meets
Storting /stɔtŋ/ noun the legislative body in Norway
straight majority / stret mə
dɒrti/ noun more than half the
votes. Also called overall majority
straight ticket /stret tkt/ noun
a vote for all the candidates put forward by a political party
stranger /strendə/ noun a visitor
to Parliament who is allowed into the
public gallery or the press gallery to
watch the debates. 쒁 private sitting
Stormont

Storting

straight majority

|

straight ticket

stranger

COMMENT: Formerly, an MP who wanted a debate to take place in private
could call out ‘I Spy Strangers’. Since
1998 the procedure has been replaced by one based on the motion
‘that the House sit in private’.

strangers’ gallery /strendzəz
strangers’ gallery

ləri/ noun a gallery from which
members of the public may observe
the business of a legislature, especially in the British House of Commons
strategic /strətidk/ adjective
based on a long-term plan of action
strategic planning /strə tidk
plnŋ/ noun planning for the future
long-term work of a government or
other organisation
strategic

|

strategic planning

|

strategy /strtədi/ noun a longstrategy

term plan of action 쑗 The Opposition’s
electoral strategy was to attack the
government’s record on unemployment.
straw poll / strɔ pəυl/ noun an unofficial vote or expression of opinion
used to discover the likely result of an
election or the trend of opinion regarding an issue 쑗 A straw poll among
members of staff shows the government is in the lead.
strike /strak/ noun 1. a refusal by
workers to work, as a protest 2. 왍 to
come out on strike, to go on strike to
stop working, as a protest 쑗 the local
government workers are on strike for
higher pay 왍 to take strike action to
stop working, as a protest 왍 strike ballot, strike vote a vote by employees to
decide if a strike should be held 왍
strike call a demand by a union for a
strike 쐽 verb 1. to stop working, as a
protest 쑗 to strike for higher wages or
for shorter working hours 쑗 to strike
in protest against bad working conditions 2. to remove a word from a text
or a name from a list 왍 to strike from
the record to remove words from the
written minutes of a meeting because
they are incorrect or offensive 쑗 the
chairman’s remarks were struck from
the record 왍 to strike out the last
word US a way of getting permission
of the chair to speak on a question, by
moving that the last word of the
amendment or section being discussed
should be deleted
strongman /strɒŋmn/ noun a
powerful leader who rules by force
STUC abbreviation Scottish Trades
Union Congress
stuff /stf/ verb to put invalid ballot
papers into a ballot box to affect the
result of an election
stump /stmp/ verb to campaign for
election to a public office
STV abbreviation single transferable
vote
sub- /sb/ prefix meaning less important
straw poll

strike

strongman

STUC

stuff

stump

STV

sub-
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sub-clause / sb klɔz/ noun part
of a section in a Bill being considered
by Parliament
subcommittee /sbkəmti/ noun
a committee which is formed to advise
a larger committee 쑗 The Schools Subcommittee makes recommendations to
the Education Committee.
subject /sbdkt/ noun 1. what
something is concerned with 쑗 The
subject of the report was poverty in the
inner cities. 2. a person who is a citizen of a country, especially one with a
king or queen 쑗 She is a British subject. 쑗 British subjects do not need visas to visit European Union countries.
쐽 adjective 왍 subject peoples races
ruled by another power
subject to /sbdekt tu/ adjective
1. depending on 왍 the contract is subject to government approval the
contract will be valid only if it is approved by the government 왍 subject
to contract not legal until a contract
has been signed 쑗 The sale is agreed,
subject to contract. 2. under 쐽 verb to
make someone suffer something 쑗 He
was subjected to torture. 쑗 The MP
subjected the committee to a boring
list of figures.
sub judice / sb dudsi/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘under the law’: being considered by a court, and so not
to be mentioned in the media or in Parliament 쑗 The papers cannot report
the case because it is still sub judice.
submit /səbmt/ verb to ask for
something to be considered by a committee or meeting 쑗 She submitted six
planning applications to the committee.
subpoena /səpinə/ noun a court
order telling someone to appear before
a Parliamentary Committee or a court
of law 쐽 verb to order someone to appear before a parliamentary committee or a court of law 쑗 She was subpoenaed to appear before the Commons
committee on Defence.
subscribe /səbskrab/ 앳 to subscribe to something 1. to sign
sub-clause

subcommittee

subject

subject to

|

sub judice

submit

|

subpoena

|

subscribe

|

suburb

something, showing that you agree to
it 2. to support a policy or proposal
sub-section /sb sekʃən/ noun a
part of a section of a document such as
an Act of Parliament 쑗 You will find
the information in sub-section 3 of
Section 47.
subsidiarity /səb sdirti/ noun
(in the EU) the principle that decisions
should be taken at the lowest possible
effective level
subsidiary motion /səb sdiəri
məυʃ(ə)n/ noun a motion which is
related to another motion, e.g. a motion to adjourn discussion of the other
motion
subsidise /sbsdaz/, subsidize
verb to give money to an organisation
to help it continue to work 쑗 The youth
theatre is subsidised by the council. 쑗
The government has refused to subsidise the construction work.
subsidy /sbsdi/ noun money given by a government to an organisation
to help it continue to work 쑗 The club
relies on council subsidies for its finance.
substantive /sbstəntv/ adjective real or actual
substantive motion /səb stntv
məυʃ(ə)n/ noun the main motion under discussion rather than a subsidiary
one
substitute /sbsttjut/ noun 1. a
person or thing which takes the place
of someone or something else 쑗 The
Mayor was ill so she sent the Deputy
Mayor as substitute. 2. US a motion
introduced in place of the business being discussed, which has the effect of
killing the original motion 쐽 verb to
put in the place of something else 쑗 He
proposed to amend the motion by deleting the words ‘the Council’ in line
three and substituting ‘the Council
Officers’. 쑗 Please substitute ‘school’
for ‘college’ on page 4.
suburb /sb#b/ noun an area on
the edge of a city or town, which is
mainly used for houses and not shops
or offices 쑗 a residential suburb
sub-section

subsidiarity

|

|

subsidiary motion

|

subsidise

subsidy

substantive

substantive motion

|

substitute

suburb
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subversion /səbv#ʃ(ə)n/ noun sesubversion

|

cret acts intended to bring down a government or political system 쑗 The government stated that the power of the
State was being undermined by enemy
subversion.
subversive /səbv#sv/ adjective
acting secretly to bring down a government or political system 쑗 The police are investigating subversive
groups in the student organisations. 쐽
noun a person who acts secretly to
bring down a government or political
system 쑗 The police have arrested several known subversives.
subvert /səbv#t/ verb to act secretly to bring down a government or political system 쑗 She was accused of
trying to subvert the State.
succeed /səksid/ verb to follow,
especially to take the place of someone who has retired or died 쑗 George
V succeeded his father Edward VII. 쑗
Mrs Jones is expected to succeed Mr
Smith as Chair. 왍 to succeed to a title
to become a peer by inheriting the title
from someone who has died
succession /səkseʃ(ə)n/ noun acquiring property or title from someone
who has died
succession state /səkseʃ(ə)n
stet/ noun a nation that was formerly
part of another larger nation
successor /səksesə/ noun a person who takes over from someone 쑗
Mr Smith’s successor as chairman
will be Mr Jones.
suffrage /sfrd/ noun the right to
vote in elections
suffragette / sfrədet/ noun a
woman who campaigned for women
to be given the right to vote in the early part of the 20th century
suffragist /sfrədst/ noun a supporter of the right to vote being given
to a particular group such as women or
all people above a particular age
suggest /sədest/ verb to put forward a proposal 쑗 The chairman suggested (that) the next meeting should
be held in October. 쑗 We suggested Mr
Smith for the post of treasurer.
subversive

|

subvert

|

succeed

|

succession

|

succession state

|

suggestion /sədestʃən/ noun a
proposal or idea which is put forward
쑗 The Committee voted to accept the
suggestion from the Secretary that
meetings should start at 2.30 in future.
sultan /sltən/ noun an hereditary
ruler of an Arab country
Sultanate /sltənet/ noun an Arab
country ruled by a sultan
summit /smt/ noun 1. the top of a
mountain 2. also summit conference a meeting between heads of
state, especially the heads of powerful
states 쑗 The summit conference or
summit meeting was held in Geneva. 쑗
The matter will be discussed at next
week’s summit of the EU leaders.
summiteer / smtə/ noun someone taking part in a summit conference
summitry /smtri/ noun diplomacy as carried on in summit meetings
superintendent
/ supərn
tendənt/ noun in the United Kingdom and Canada, a police officer of a
rank above inspector, and in the United States a police officer of high rank,
especially the head of a police department
superpower /supəpaυə/ noun a
very large state, with great economic
strength, large armed forces and great
influence in world politics
suggestion

|

sultan

Sultanate

summit

summiteer

|

summitry

superintendent

|

superpower

successor

|

suffrage

suffragette

|

suffragist

suggest

|

superpower

diplomacy

superpower diplomacy

/supəpaυə dpləυməsi/ noun dis|

cussions between the leaders of very
powerful countries
superstate /supəstet/ noun a
very large powerful country, especially one created by the union or federation of a number of nations or states
supplemental / splmentəl/ adjective additional to something
superstate

supplemental

|

supplementary
supplementary questions

questions

/ spl ment(ə)ri kwestʃ(ə)ns/ plural noun questions asked by an MP or
|

councillor after a main written question has been answered, used to try to
catch a Minister or council committee
chairman by surprise or to embarrass
him or her. Also called supplementaries
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supply /səpla/ noun 1. the amount
supply

|

of something which is available to be
used 2. the stock of something which
is needed 쑗 The factory is running
short of supplies of coal. 쑗 Supplies of
coal have been reduced. 3. the act of
providing something
Supply Bill /səpla bl/ noun a parliamentary Bill voting tax to provide
money for government use
Supply Days /səpla dez/ plural
noun days allocated in each session of
Parliament for discussion of tax and
other financial matters. Also called alSupply Bill

|

Supply Days

|

lotted days

suspension

supreme /sυprim/ adjective most
supreme

|

powerful or important

Council /sυprim
kaυns(ə)l/ noun the legislature in the
Ukraine
Supreme Court /sυ prim kɔt/
Supreme Court (of Judicature) the
highest court in England and Wales,
consisting of the Court of Appeal and
the High Court of Justice 쐽 noun the
highest federal court in the USA and
other countries
Supreme Kenges noun the legislative body in Kazakhstan
Supreme
Supreme Council

|

Supreme Court

|

Supreme Kenges

Supreme People’s Assembly
Supreme People’s Assembly

support /səpɔt/ noun agreement
support

|

or encouragement 쑗 The chairman has
the support of the committee. 쐽 verb 1.
to give money to help 쑗 The government is supporting the computer industry to the tune of $2m per annum. 쑗
We hope the banks will support us during the expansion period. 2. to encourage or to agree with 쑗 She hopes the
other members of the committee will
support her. 쑗 The electorate will not
support another increase in income
tax.
supporter /səpɔtə/ noun a person
who agrees with and encourages
someone 쑗 Socialist supporters or
supporters of the Socialist party were
very pleased with the result.
support price /səpɔt pras/ noun
in the European Union, the price at
which a government will buy farm
produce to stop the price from falling
suppress /səpres/ verb to use violent means to stop opposition to a government or the publication of views
which support opposition to a government 쑗 The peasants’ revolt was suppressed by the army.
supranational / suprənʃ(ə)nəl/
adjective referring to an organisation
which has power over national governments
supremacy /sυ preməsi/ noun being in an all-powerful position 왍 the
supremacy of Parliament the situation of the British Parliament which
can both pass and repeal laws
supporter

|

support price

|

suppress

|

supranational

|

supremacy

|

/sυ prim pipəlz ə sembli/ noun the
|

|

legislature in North Korea

Soviet
/sυprim
səυviət/ noun the legislative body of
Tajikistan
surgeon
general
/ s#dən
den(ə)rəl/ noun the chief public
health officer of the United States, or
the chief public health officer of some
individual states (NOTE: The Surgeon
General is roughly the equivalent of
the UK Chief Medical Officer.)
surrender /sərendə/ verb 1. to give
in to an enemy 쑗 The town surrendered to the guerrilla forces. 2. to
hand over something to someone 쑗 He
surrendered his seal of office.
survive /səvav/ verb 1. to live
longer than another person 쑗 He survived his wife. 쑗 She is survived by her
husband and three children. 2. to continue to exist after something has happened 쑗 The club will not survive all
these changes. 쑗 The government survived the vote of no confidence.
suspension /səspenʃən/ noun 1.
the act of stopping something for a
time 쑗 suspension of a sitting 2. a punishment by which someone has to
leave a place for a time 쑗 the suspension of an MP for unparliamentary
behaviour (NOTE: When an MP is
‘named’ by the Speaker for doing
something against the rules of the
House, the House will vote to suspend him. Suspension is normally for
five days, though it may be for longer
Supreme
Supreme Soviet

|

surgeon general

surrender

|

survive

|

suspension

|
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Sussex Drive
if the MP is suspended twice in the
same session of Parliament.)
Sussex Drive / ssks drav/
noun the address of the official resi-
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swinging voter /swŋŋ vəυtə/
swinging voter

noun ANZ same as floating voter

swing voter /swŋ vəυtə/ noun US

Sussex Drive

swing voter

dence of the Prime Minister of Canada
suzerain /suzərən/ noun a ruler or
nation that controls a dependent nation’s international affairs but allows it
to control its internal affairs
swear /sweə/ verb to promise that
what you will say will be the truth 쑗
She swore to tell the truth. 왍 ‘I swear
to tell the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth’ the words
used when a witness takes the oath in
court
swear in / sweə n/ verb to make
someone formally promise specific
things before taking up a position 쑗 He
was sworn in as a Privy Councillor.
swearing-in / sweərŋ n/ noun an
act of making someone formally
promise specific things before taking
up a position 쑗 Five hundred guests attended the swearing-in of the President.
swing /swŋ/ noun a percentage
change in votes from one election to
another 쑗 A 10% swing away from the
government or to the Opposition. 쑗 He
needs a 5% swing to recapture the
seat which he lost at the last election.

a person who does not vote for the
same political party on all occasions,
or whose voting behaviour is unpredictable
SWP abbreviation Socialist Workers
Party
sympathiser /smpəθazə/ noun a
person who agrees in general with the
policies of a political party, without
being a party member 쑗 The government is formed of communists and
communist sympathisers.
syndic /sndk/ noun in some European countries, a government official,
especially a civil magistrate
syndicalism
/sndkəlz(ə)m /
noun a type of socialism, where property and control of industry is in the
hands of the trade unions in each industry
syndicate /sndkət/ noun in some
European countries, the office of a
government official, especially a civil
magistrate
system /sstəm/ noun 1. the arrangement or organisation of things
which work together 쑗 The British legal system has been taken as the
standard for many other legal systems.
2. a particular way of doing things

suzerain

swear

swear in

swearing-in

swing

SWP

sympathiser

syndic

syndicalism

syndicate

system
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table /teb(ə)l/ noun 1. a piece of
table

furniture for sitting at 2. the long table
in the centre of the House of Commons between the two front benches.
The Serjeant at Arms places the mace
on the table when the business of the
House begins. The two despatch boxes which the main speakers from either party talk across are also on the
table. 3. 왍 to let a bill lie on the table
US not to proceed with discussion of a
bill, but to hold it over to be debated
later 4. a list of numbers or facts set
out in a list 쐽 verb to put written information on the table before or during a
meeting, making them available to
everyone at the meeting 쑗 The report
of the finance committee was tabled. 앳
to lay a bill on the table US 1. to
present a bill to the House of Commons for discussion 2. to kill debate
on a bill in the House of Representatives
tactical /tktk(ə)l/ adjective done
as part of a short-term plan to try to
achieve success
tactical
voting
/ tktk(ə)l
vəυtŋ/ noun a way of voting, which
aims not at voting for the candidate
you want to win, but at voting in such
a way as to prevent the candidate
whom you do not want to win from
being elected (NOTE: In a case where
tactical

tactical voting

the three candidates A, B and C,
have 47%, 33% and 20% of the vote
according to an opinion poll, C’s supporters might all vote for B, to prevent A winning.)
take out / tek aυt/ verb to remove
take over / tek əυvə/ verb 1. to
take out

take over

take control of something such as a
factory or organisation 쑗 During the
uprising, the rebels took over the Post

Office and radio station. 쑗 The party
has been taken over by an activist
group. 2. to start to do a job in place of
someone else 쑗 The new leader of the
party takes over on May 1st. 쑗 Ambassador Brown took over from Ambassador Green last April. 3. to replace
something
Taliban /tlbn/ plural noun a
strict Islamic group that ruled Afghanistan from 1996 until 2001
talk /tɔk/ plural noun formal discussions between two or more groups to
bring about agreement on an issue
talking shop /tɔkŋ ʃɒp/ noun a
place where people talk, but not much
action takes place 쑗 The Council
Chamber is just a talking shop.
talk out / tɔk aυt/ verb to go on
talking in a debate, so that the time
runs out before the vote can be taken 쑗
The bill was talked out and so fell.
Tammany Hall / tməni hɔl/
noun the very powerful Democratic
Party Committee in New York
Tammany Hall politics / tməni
hɔl pɒltks/ noun the use of bribery and violence to achieve political
control especially in a big city, socalled after the Tammany Hall Society
in late 19th century and early 20th
century in New York
Tánaiste noun the Deputy Prime
Minister in the Republic of Ireland
Taoiseach /tiʃək/ noun the Prime
Minister of the Republic of Ireland
target /tɑt/ verb to aim an attack
or criticism at somebody or something
쑗 The terrorists targeted military and
political figures. 쑗 The advertising
campaign is targeting floating voters.
Taliban

talk

talking shop

talk out

Tammany Hall

Tammany Hall politics

Tánaiste

Taoiseach

target
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tariff /trf/ noun a tax on goods

/ tks
d
dktb(ə)l/ adjective money deducted from the amount of income tax
someone has to pay for some reason
tax
deductions /tks d
dkʃənz/ US money removed from a
salary to pay tax
tax-exempt / tks zempt/ adjective not subject to tax
tax-free / tks fri/ adjective on
which tax does not have to be paid
taxing officer / tksŋ ɒfsə/
noun a person appointed by the House
of Commons to assess the charges
made by a Parliamentary agent
tax inspector /tks n spektə/
noun an official whose job is to assess
the amount of tax that should be paid
by a person or organisation and make
sure the tax is paid. Also called inspector of taxes
taxpayer /tkspeə/ noun a person
or company which has to pay tax 쑗 basic taxpayer or taxpayer at the basic
rate 쑗 corporate taxpayers
tax point /tks pɔnt/ noun 1. the
time when goods are supplied and
when a tax such as Value Added Tax
may be charged 2. the time at which a
tax begins to be applied
tax return /tks r t#n/ noun a
completed tax form, with details of income and allowances. Also called tax
declaration
tax schedules /tks ʃedjulz /
plural noun the six types of income as
classified in the Finance Acts for British tax
tax year /tks jə/ noun the twelve
month period on which taxes are calculated. In the UK this is 6th April to
5th April of the following year.
TD abbreviation Teachta Dala
Teachta Dala / txtə dlə / noun
a member of the Irish Dail
technical /teknk(ə)l/ adjective referring to a small point of procedure or
of law 쑗 The motion was rejected on a
technical point.
technicality / teknklti/ noun a
small detail in the law, especially one

tax-deductible

tariff

tax-deductible

brought into or taken out of a country
task force /tɑsk fɔs/ noun 1. a
group organised for a special purpose
쑗 a government task force on innercity problems 2. in the European Union, a group which organises work affecting more than one DirectorateGeneral
tax /tks / noun 1. money taken by
the government or by an official body
to pay for government services 왍 excess profits tax a tax on profits which
are higher than what is thought to be
normal 2. 왍 basic rate tax the lowest
rate of income tax 왍 to levy a tax, to
impose a tax to make a tax payable 쑗
the government has imposed a 15%
tax on petrol 왍 to lift a tax to remove
a tax 왍 tax allowances, allowances
against tax part of one’s income
which a person is allowed to earn and
not pay tax on 쐽 verb to make someone pay a tax or to put a tax on something 쑗 to tax businesses at 50% 쑗 income is taxed at 27% 쑗 These items
are heavily taxed. 앳 tax deductions
US 1. money removed from a salary to
pay tax 2. business expenses which
can be claimed against tax 앳 tax exemption US 1. being free from payment of tax 2. the part of income
which a person is allowed to earn and
not pay tax on
taxable /tksəb(ə)l/ adjective possible to tax 왍 taxable items items on
which a tax has to be paid 왍 taxable
income income on which a person has
to pay tax
taxation /tkseʃ(ə)n/ noun the act
of taxing
tax avoidance /tks ə vɔd(ə)ns/
noun trying legally to reduce the
amount of tax to be paid
tax code /tks kəυd/ noun a
number given to someone to show the
amount of income tax he or she must
pay
tax concession /tks kən
seʃ(ə)n/ noun allowing less tax to be
paid
task force

tax

taxable

taxation

|

tax avoidance

|

tax code

tax concession

|

|

tax deductions

|

tax-exempt

|

tax-free

taxing officer

tax inspector

|

taxpayer

tax point

tax return

|

tax schedules

tax year

TD

Teachta Dala

technical

technicality

|
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which seems unfair 쑗 The Appeal
Court rejected the appeal on a technicality.
technocrat /teknəkrt/ noun an
expert in engineering or science who
has political or industrial power
teller /telə/ noun 1. a member who
counts the votes in the House of Commons or House of Representatives 2. a
worker in a bank
technocrat

teller

COMMENT: When a division is called in
the House of Commons, the Speaker
appoints four MPs as tellers, two for
the motion and two against. They do
not vote, but check the other MPs as
they pass through the division lobbies.

tem /tem/ 쏡 pro tempore
temporal /temp(ə)rəl/ 쏡 Lords
tendency /tendənsi/ noun a group
tem

temporal

tendency

within a political party which tries to
push the party in a particular direction
politically but which still remains fundamentally loyal to the party (NOTE: A
faction may try to break away from a
political party, while a tendency will
avoid pushing its opposition to others in the party too far.)
tender /tendə/ noun a document oftender

fering to do work or supply goods at a
certain specified cost 쐽 verb to make
an offer in the form of a tender
tenderer /tendərə / noun a person
or company which tenders for work 쑗
The company was the successful tenderer for the project.
10 Downing Street / ten daυnŋ
strit/ noun the house of the Prime
Minister, where the Cabinet meets and
which is the centre of the executive
branch of the British government
Ten Minute Rule /ten mnt rul/
noun a standing order in the House of
Commons, where an ordinary MP can
introduce a Bill with a short speech 쑗
The Bill was proposed under the Ten
Minute Rule.
tense /tens/ adjective a potentially
dangerous situation 쑗 The situation in
the area is still tense. 쑗 As the situation became more tense, the Defence
Department sent troops to nearby bases.
tenderer

10 Downing Street

Ten Minute Rule

tense

territory

tension /tenʃən/ noun a period
tension

when relations between states are difficult and they may take action against
each other 쑗 The Security Council resolution is aimed at reducing tension in
the area. 쑗 The attack on the ship increased tension in the area. 쑗 The debate in council showed the tension between the two factions.
term /t#m/ noun 1. a period of time
쑗 the term of a lease 쑗 to have a loan
for a term of fifteen years 쑗 during her
term of office as manager 쑗 The term
of the loan is fifteen years. 왍 mediumterm for a period of one or two years
2. the length of a Parliament before
new elections are called 쑗 The autumn
or winter term starts in September. 3.
part of a university or college or
school year
term limits /t#m lmts/ noun in
the USA, a restriction on the number
of times an elected official can hold
office (NOTE: The US President is reterm

term limits

stricted to two terms, but efforts to
impose term limits on other federal
politicians have failed.)
territorial / tertɔriəl/ adjective
territorial

|

referring to land 왍 territorial claims
claims to own land which is part of another country 왍 territorial waters sea
water near the coast of a country,
which is part of the country and governed by the laws of that country 왍
outside territorial waters in international waters, where a single country’s
jurisdiction does not run
territorialise / tertɔriəlaz/ verb
to increase the size of a country by
adding a territory or territories to it
territorialism
/tertɔriəlzm/
noun a social system in which landowners have most control
territorial waters / tertɔriəl
wɔtəz/ plural noun the area of sea
around a country’s coast that is under
the control of that country
territory /tert (ə)ri/ noun an area of
land ruled by a government 쑗 Their
government has laid claim to part of
our territory.
territorialise

|

territorialism

|

territorial waters

territory
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terror /terə/ 앳 Reign of Terror 1. a
period of repression and violence,
when people live in a continual state
of fear 2. the period during the French
Revolution when the Jacobins under
Robespierre were all-powerful (1793–
94)
terrorism /terərz(ə)m/ noun the
use of acts of public violence to
achieve political change
terrorist /terərst/ adjective, noun
trying to achieve political change by
acts of public violence 쑗 The government has had to face a series of terrorist attacks on post offices and police
stations. 쑗 Three terrorists seized the
Minister and held him hostage.
test ban /test bn/ noun an agreement between countries to stop testing
some or all nuclear weapons
test roll /test rəυl/ noun a book in
which each MP signs his or her name
after taking the oath at the beginning
of a new Parliament
textbook /tekstbυk/ noun a book
which is used for studying
thalassocracy
/ θləsɒkrəsi/
noun naval or commercial supremacy
over a large area of sea
Thatcher /θtʃə/, Margaret, Baroness Thatcher of Kesteven (b.
1925) the first woman prime minister
of Great Britain (1979–90)
Thatcherism /θtʃərz(ə)m/ noun
the political policies and style of government of Margaret Thatcher, including privatisation, monetarism and lack
of support for trade unions
there- /ðeə/ prefix that thing (NOTE:
terror

terrorism

terrorist

test ban

test roll

textbook

thalassocracy

|

Thatcher

Thatcherism

there-

The following words formed from
there- are frequently used in government and legal documents.)
thereafter /ðeərɑftə/ adverb after
thereafter

|

that

thereinafter / ðeərnɑftə/ adverb
thereinafter

|

afterwards mentioned in that document
thereinbefore / ðeərnbfɔ/ adverb before mentioned in that document
thereinunder / ðeərnndə/ adverb mentioned under that heading
thereof /ðeərɒv/ adverb of that
thereto /ðeətu/ adverb to that
theretofore / ðeətυfɔ/ adverb before that time
therewith /ðeəwð/ adverb with
that
think tank /θŋk tŋk/ noun a
group of experts, academics and politicians who discuss important political, economic and social problems
and suggest how they should be
solved. Their suggestions are sometimes adopted by government, which
may set up similar groups of its own.
쑗 Professor Smith is a member of the
government’s economic think tank.
third estate / θ#d stet/ noun the
common people
third force / θ#d fɔs/ noun a
group that acts to bring two opposing
political groups or parties together
third party / θ#d pɑti/ noun 1.
any person other than the two main
parties involved in a contract or some
business 2. (in a two-party system)
another political party, beside the
main two
thereinbefore

|

thereinunder

|

thereof

|

thereto

|

theretofore

|

therewith

|

think tank

third estate

|

third force

third party

COMMENT: In UK the third party is the
Liberal Democratic Party, although in
Scotland this role is sometimes challenged by the Scottish National Party.
In the USA any small party apart from
the Republican or Democratic Parties
is called a third party.

Third Reading / θ#d ridŋ/ noun
Third Reading

the final discussion and vote on a Bill
in Parliament
Third Reich / θ#d rax/ noun the
Nazi regime in Germany between
1933 and 1945
Third Republic / θ#d rpblk/
noun the French system of government set up after Napoleon III’s reign,
lasting until 1940
Third Reich

therefor /ðeəfɔ/ adverb for that
therefore /ðeəfɔ/ adverb as a retherefor

|

therefore

sult of that

Third Republic

therefrom /ðeəfrm/ adverb from
therefrom

|

that

therein /ðeərn / adverb in that
therein

|

|
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Third Way / θ#d we/ noun a political policy that is neither Socialist nor
Conservative, but combines aspects of
free-market capitalism with egalitarian social aims
Third World / θ#d w#ld / noun a
way of referring to developing countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 쒁 Fourth World (NOTE: This deThird Way

Third World

scription was relevant when there
was a ’free’ world led by America
and a communist world led by Russia, but is now less useful since the
fall of communism. It is also considered offensive by some.)
three line whip / θri lan wp/
noun strict instructions to the MPs in
three line whip

each political party to attend parliament and vote on a particular bill as
their party whips tell them. This is
done by underlining the matter three
times on a piece of paper or ’whip’
which is given to each MP in the party.
throne /θrəυn/ noun a special chair
for a king or queen
throw out / θrəυ aυt/ verb 1. to reject a proposal or refuse to accept it 쑗
The proposal was thrown out by the
planning committee. 쑗 The board
threw out the draft contract submitted
by the union. 2. to get rid of something
쑗 We threw out the old telephones and
put in a computerised system. 쑗 The
AGM threw out the old board of directors. (NOTE: throwing – threw – has
throne

throw out

thrown)
ticket /tkt/ noun US a party’s list
ticket

of candidates for election to political
office 쑗 He ran for governor on the
Republican ticket.
title /tat(ə)l/ noun 1. the right to
hold goods or property 쑗 She has no title to the property. 2. a document
proving a right to hold a property 쑗
She has a good title to the property. 3.
a name given to a person in a job 쑗 He
has the title ‘Chief Executive’. 4. a
name given to someone to show that
they have received an honour or are a
member of the nobility 쑗 He inherited
his title from his uncle. 5. the name of
a bill which comes before Parliament
title

town council

or name of an Act of Parliament 왍
short title the usual title of an Act of
Parliament
titled /tat(ə)ld/ adjective referring
to a person with a title
titular /ttjυlə/ adjective holding a
title 쑗 He is the titular head of state.
tokenism /təυkənz(ə)m/ noun appointing a woman or someone from a
minority group to a job just to avoid
being criticised for being prejudiced
topple /tɒp(ə)l/ verb to bring down
or to make a government lose power
or a person lose his or her position 쑗
The scandal toppled the minister. 쑗
The smaller parties voted together
and succeeded in toppling the government.
Tory /tɔri/ adjective referring to a
Conservative Party 쐽 noun a member
or supporter of a Conservative Party
titled

titular

tokenism

topple

Tory

(NOTE: used of the British Conservative Party, but also of other Conservatives, as in Canada)
totalitarian /təυ tlteəriən/ adjective (often as criticism) having tototalitarian

|

|

tal power and not allowing any opposition or any personal freedom 쑗 a totalitarian state 쑗 the totalitarian
regime of the junta
totalitarianism
/təυ tl
teəriənz(ə)m/ noun (usually as criticism) a political system in which the
state has total power over the citizens
쑗 Many extreme right-wing or leftwing governments have been accused
of practising totalitarianism.
town /taυn/ noun a place where people live and work, with houses and
other buildings
Town Clerk / taυn klɑk/ noun the
term used in the past for the most important permanent official of the administration of a town, working under
the instructions of the town council.
The official is now usually referred to
as the Chief Executive.
town council / taυn kaυnsəl/
noun the representatives elected to run
a town
totalitarianism

|

town

Town Clerk

town council

|
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town
councillor
/ taυn
kaυns(ə)lə/ noun a member of a
town council
township /taυnʃp / noun 1. (in
North America) a small town which is
a local government centre 2. (in South
Africa) a town outside the main urban
areas
townspeople
/taυnzpip(ə)l/,
townsfolk noun people who live in a
town
town-twinning /taυn twnŋ/
noun 쏡 twinning
TPV abbreviation Temporary Protection Visa
trade /tred/ noun the business of
buying and selling 왍 export trade,
import trade the business of selling
to other countries or buying from other countries 쐽 verb to buy and sell or
to carry on a business 쑗 to trade with
another country 쑗 to trade on the
Stock Exchange 쑗 The company has
stopped trading. 쑗 He trades under the
name or as ‘Eeziphitt’.
trade agreement /tred ə
rimənt/ noun an international
agreement between countries over
trade
trade deficit /tred defst/ noun
the amount by which a country imports more goods than it exports
Trade Descriptions Act / tred d
skrpʃənz kt/ noun an Act of Parliament which limits the way in which
goods can be described so as to protect
consumers from buying goods which
have been given false descriptions
trademark /tredmɑk/, trade
mark /tred mɑk/, trade name
/tred nem/ noun a particular name,
design or symbol which a company or
maker uses for its product, has been
registered by the maker, and which
cannot be used by anyone else 쑗 You
cannot call your beds ‘Softn’kumfi’ –
it is a registered trademark.
Trades Union Congress / tredz
junjən kɒŋres/ noun the central
organisation for all British trade unions. Abbr TUC (NOTE: Although
Trades Union Congress is the offitown councillor

township

townspeople

town-twinning

TPV

trade

trade agreement

|

trade deficit

Trade Descriptions Act

|

trademark

Trades Union Congress

cial name for the organisation, trade
union is more common than trades
union.)
trade union / tred junjən/,
trades union / tredz junjən/ noun
trade union

an organisation which represents
workers who are its members in discussions with management about pay
and conditions of work. Also called
trades union. US term labor union
trade unionist / tred junjənst/,
trades unionist noun a member of a
trade union
trade unionist

Trading Standards Department

Trading Standards Department

/ tredŋ stndədz d pɑtmənt/
noun a department of a council which
|

deals with weighing and measuring
equipment used by shops, and other
consumer matters
trading standards officer

trading

standards

officer

/ tredŋ stndədz ɒfsə/ noun the

official in charge of a council’s Trading Standards Department
traitor /tretə/ noun a person who
betrays his or her country, especially
by giving secret information to the enemy
transact /trnzkt/ verb to do
business with someone
transaction /trnzkʃən/ noun 1.
a piece of business done between
companies or people 2. the process of
doing something
transcript /trnskrpt/ noun a
written record of a spoken discussion
or debate 쑗 The Committee’s report
gives a full transcript of the evidence
presented to it. 쑗 Transcripts of cases
are available in the Supreme Court Library.
transferable
vote
/trns
f#rəb(ə)l vəυt/ noun a vote that will
be given to a voter’s second choice if
the first-choice candidate receives too
few votes to continue in the selection
process
transitional
period
/trn
zʃ(ə)nəl pəriəd/ noun the period
during which new Member States of
the European Union are allowed to introduce EU laws gradually, because
traitor

transact

|

transaction

|

transcript

transferable vote

|

transitional period

|
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introducing them immediately might
cause difficulties
transnational /trnznʃ(ə)nəl/
adjective going beyond the borders of
one state
transparency
/trnsprənsi/
noun an open and honest way of acting when making decisions, e.g. being
open to the public about the actions of
government or the European Union
treason /triz(ə)n/ noun the crime
of betraying one’s country, usually by
helping the enemy in time of war 쑗
She was accused of treason. 쑗 Three
men were executed for treason. 쑗 The
treason trial lasted three weeks.
treasonable /triz(ə)nəb(ə)l/ adjective considered as treason 쑗 He was
accused of making treasonable remarks.
Treasurer /treərə/ noun the finance minister in the US federal government and in each of the state governments
treasurer’s report / treərəz r
pɔt/ noun a document from the
treasurer of an organisation to explain
the financial state of the organisation
to its members
Treasury /treəri/ noun the government department which deals with
the country’s finances 왍 Secretary to
the Treasury, Treasury Secretary
US the member of the government in
charge of finance
transnational

|

transparency

|

treason

treasonable

Treasurer

treasurer’s report

|

Treasury

COMMENT: In most countries, the government’s finances are the responsibility of the Ministry of Finance, headed by the Finance Minister. In the UK,
the Treasury is headed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer.

Treasury Bench /treəri bentʃ/
Treasury Bench

noun the front bench in the House of
Commons where the government ministers sit
Treasury Bill /treəri bl/ noun a
bill of exchange which does not give
any interest and is sold by the government at a discount
treasury bonds /treəri bɒndz /
plural noun the documents given to
people who lend money to the governTreasury Bill

treasury bonds

triarchy

ment of the USA, which promise repayment and interest on certain dates
Treasury
counsel
/ treəri
kaυnsəl/ noun a lawyer who works in
the Central Criminal Court on behalf
of the Director of Public Prosecutions
Treasury Solicitor / treəri sə
lstə/ noun in England, the lawyer
who is head of the government’s legal
department
treaty /triti/ noun 1. a written legal
agreement between countries 쑗 The
treaty was signed but never ratified. 쑗
The minister negotiated a commercial
treaty or a cultural treaty with the
French. 2. an agreement between individual persons
Treaty of Accession / triti əv ək
seʃn/ noun the treaty by which a new
Member State joins the European Union, e.g. the treaty by which the UK
joined the European Community in
1973
Treaty of Maastricht / triti əv
mɑstrxt/ noun the treaty which established the European Union in 1993
on the basis of the European Economic Community set up in 1957. Also
called Treaty on European Union
Treaty of Paris / triti əv prs/
noun the treaty which established the
European Coal and Steel Community
in 1951
Treaty of Rome / triti əv rəυm/
noun the treaty which established the
European Economic Community and
the European Atomic Energy Community in 1957, and which is the basis
of the European Union established in
1993. 쒁 Maastricht Treaty
trend /trend/ noun the general way
things are going 쑗 a downward trend
in inflation 쑗 There is a trend away
from old-fashioned party politics. 쑗
The report points to upwards trends in
reported cases of international terrorism.
TRH abbreviation Their Royal Highnesses
triarchy /traɑki/ noun government by three people or by three institutions
Treasury counsel

Treasury Solicitor

|

treaty

Treaty of Accession

|

Treaty of Maastricht

Treaty of Paris

Treaty of Rome

trend

TRH

triarchy
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tribunal /trabjun(ə)l/ noun 1. a
court, especially a specialist court outside the judicial system which examines special problems and makes judgments 2. a court set up, under English
law, by the British government to
judge or investigate a specific matter
Tribune group /trbjun rup/
noun a group of Labour MPs who
support left-wing policies
tribute /trbjut/ noun a payment
made by one ruler or state to another
more powerful one
tricolour /treəri bɒnd / noun a flag
with three bands of colours like the
French flag
trilateral /tralt(ə)rəl/ adjective
involving three states 쑗 trilateral negotiations
trilateralism /tralt(ə)rəlz(ə)m/
noun relations or discussions between
three nations, areas or groups
Trimble /trmb(ə)l/, David (b.
1944) leader of the Ulster Unionist
Party (1995–), he had an important
role in the peace negotiations that led
to the Good Friday peace agreement
in Northern Ireland (1998), for which
he shared the Nobel Peace Prize
(1998). He was first minister of the
Northern Irish Assembly (1999–2002)
until its suspension.
tripartism /trapɑtz(ə)m/ noun
division into three groups
tripartite /trapɑtat/ adjective
formed of three groups or political
parties
triplicate /trplkət/ noun a document with three copies
triumvirate / trmvrət/ noun a
group of three men, especially three
leaders running a country together
troika /trɔkə/ noun 1. a group of
three leaders running a country or a
party (NOTE: It was originally used
tribunal

|

Tribune group

tribute

tricolour

trilateral

|

trilateralism

|

Trimble

tripartism

|

tripartite

|

triplicate

triumvirate

|

troika

with reference to Russia, but now
used for three leaders in any country.) 2. in the European Union, a three-

member group consisting of the country which is the current president, together with the previous president and
the next one (EU)

trooper /trupə/ noun a member of
trooper

a mounted police unit
Trotskyism /trɒtskiz(ə)m/ noun a
communist political theory opposed to
Lenin and Stalin’s belief in a strong,
centralised Russian Communist Party,
but in favour of continuous world revolution to prevent power being taken
away from the people
Trotskyite /trɒtskiat/ noun a person who supports the ideas of Trotskyism (NOTE: also informally called a
Trotskyism

Trotskyite

Trot)

trouble /trb(ə)l/ noun 왍 troubles
trouble

riots or disturbances
trust /trst/ verb to believe that
someone will do something they have
promised
trustee /trsti/ noun 1. a person
who has charge of money or property
in trust or a person who is responsible
for a family trust 쑗 the trustees of the
pension fund 2. a country appointed
by the United Nations to administer
another country
trusteeship /trstiʃp/ noun the
position of being a trustee 쑗 The territory is under United Nations trusteeship.
tsarism /sɑrz(ə)m/ noun government by an emperor who has absolute
power
TUC abbreviation Trades Union
Congress
turncoat /t#nkəυt/ noun someone
who abandons or betrays a group or
cause and joins its opponents
turn down / t#n daυn/ verb to
refuse 쑗 The Speaker turned down the
Opposition’s request for an emergency debate. 쑗 The bank turned down
their request for a loan. 쑗 The application for a licence was turned down.
turn out / t#n aυt/ verb 1. to go to
vote 쑗 Voters turned out in thousands
to vote for their sitting MP. 2. to throw
out a government 쑗 The ruling party
was turned out in the election. 쑗 Vote
for the Opposition and help to turn the
government out!
trust

trustee

|

trusteeship

|

tsarism

TUC

turncoat

turn down

turn out

GovtPol.fm Page 249 Tuesday, July 13, 2004 7:51 PM

249

turnout /t#naυt / noun the number
of people who vote in an election as a
proportion of those who are qualified
to vote but do not do so 쑗 There was a
very low turnout (only 26%) at the
municipal elections. 쑗 In general elections, the turnout is usually higher
than in local elections. 쑗 We can expect a very high turnout in this constituency.
turnover /t#nəυvə/ noun the total
amount of money a business receives
for selling its goods or services in a
year
Tweede Kamer noun the lower
house of the States-General in the
Netherlands
twin /twn/ verb to make a special arrangement between a town in one
country and one of similar size or situation in another, involving visits between the two places
twinning /twnŋ/ noun a special
arrangement between a town in one
country and one of similar size or situation in another country involving
visits between the two places 쑗 The
district council’s town-twinning comturnout

turnover

Tweede Kamer

twin

twinning

tzarism

mittee decided that Epping should be
twinned with Eppingen in Germany.
two-party system / tu pɑti
sstəm/ noun the political system in
many countries where there are only
two large political parties, with the result that any smaller party finds it impossible to get enough votes to form a
government
tyrannical /trnk(ə)l/, tyrannous adjective cruel and unjust 쑗 The
people rose up against the tyrannical
dictator.
tyrannise /trənaz/ verb to govern
a people or community with extreme
cruelty and harshness
tyranny /trəni/ noun 1. (usually as
criticism) the use of force and fear to
rule a country 쑗 To arrest so many students on minor charges was an act of
tyranny. 2. (usually as criticism) a
government system which uses force
and fear to rule
tyrant /tarənt/ noun a ruler who
rules by force and fear (used as crititwo-party system

tyrannical

|

tyrannise

tyranny

tyrant

cism)

tzarism /sɑrz(ə)m/ noun another
spelling of tsarism
tzarism
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UDA abbreviation Ulster Defence
UDA

Association

UDI abbreviation Unilateral Declaration of Independence
UDR abbreviation Ulster Defence
Regiment
UK abbreviation United Kingdom
UKIP /jukp/ abbreviation United
Kingdom Independence Party
Ulster Unionist Party /lstə
junjənst pɑti/ noun the largest
and most moderate of the Northern
Ireland parties committed to the maintenance of the union with the UK.
Also called Official Unionist Party
ultra /ltrə/ noun a person who
holds extreme political views, especially extreme conservative views
ultranationalism / ltrənʃ(ə)nə
lz(ə)m/ noun extreme nationalism
ultrapatriot / ltrəptriət/ noun
someone who is extremely or excessively patriotic
ultraroyalist / ltrərɔəlst/ noun
someone who is a very strong supporter of royalism
ultra vires / ltrə variz/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘beyond its powers’
Uluk Kenesh noun the legislative
body in Kyrgyzstan
UN abbreviation United Nations
unaligned / nəland / adjective
not associated with any major world
power or any political party
un-American / nəlan/ adjective
disloyal to the United States
unanimity / junənmti/ noun being completely in agreement
unanimous /junnməs/ adjective where everyone votes in the same
way 쑗 There was a unanimous vote
UDI

UDR

UK

UKIP

Ulster Unionist Party

ultra

ultranationalism

|

ultrapatriot

|

ultraroyalist

|

ultra vires

Uluk Kenesh

UN

unaligned

|

un-American

|

unanimity

|

unanimous

|

|

against the proposal. 쑗 They reached
unanimous agreement.
unanimous
consent
/ju
nnməs kənsent/ noun the agreement to a motion in Congress without
a vote because everyone agrees
unanimously /junmməsli/ adverb with everyone agreeing 쑗 The
proposals were adopted unanimously.
쑗 The House voted unanimously to
condemn the action by the rebels.
unavoidably / nəvɔdəbli/ adverb in a way which cannot be avoided 쑗 The hearing was unavoidably delayed.
Uncle Sam / ŋk(ə)l sm/ noun a
personification of the government of
the United States, shown as a tall thin
white man with a white beard, wearing red and white striped trousers, a
blue tail coat, and a stovepipe hat with
a band of stars
unconstitutional
/ nkɒnst
tjuʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ adjective not allowed
by the rules or laws of a country or organisation 쑗 The chairman ruled that
the meeting was unconstitutional. 쑗
The Appeal Court ruled that the action of the Attorney-General was unconstitutional.
uncontested / nkəntestd/ adjective not opposed or defended 쑗 He
was elected Secretary in an uncontested election.
uncontroversial /nkɒntrəv#ʃl/
adjective not causing disagreement
undemocratic / ndeməkrtk/
adjective not democratic 쑗 Everyone
must agree that the first-past-the-post
system is undemocratic, because a
candidate can be elected who has only
a minority of the votes cast.
unanimous consent

|

|

unanimously

|

unavoidably

|

Uncle Sam

unconstitutional

|

uncontested

|

uncontroversial

|

undemocratic

|
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under /ndə/ preposition 1. lower
under

than or less than 쑗 The interest rate is
under 10%. 쑗 Under 20% of MPs voted in the division. 쑗 Children under
the age of 18 cannot vote. 2. controlled by or according to 쑗 regulations
under the Police Act 쑗 Under the terms
of the agreement, the goods should be
delivered in October. 쑗 She does not
qualify under section 2 of the 1979
Act.
undercover agent / ndəkvə
edənt/ noun a spy or policeman
working in secret
undermentioned
/ ndə
menʃ(ə)nd/ adjective mentioned
lower down in a document
underrepresent / ndəreprzent /
verb to give fewer elected representatives to the members of a group or
people in an area than they ought to
have 쑗 Women are underrepresented
in the House of Commons. 쑗 The
present system tends to underrepresent minority parties.
undersecretary
/ ndə
sekrt(ə)ri/ noun 1. a secretary who
ranks just below a chief secretary in a
government or organisation 2. a government minister who works for the
secretary of state of a government department
undersheriff /ndə ʃerf/ noun a
person who is second to a High Sheriff
undercover agent

undermentioned

|

underrepresent

|

undersecretary

|

undersheriff

|

undesirable
undesirable alien

alien

/ ndzarəb(ə)l eliən/ noun a per-

son who is not a citizen of a country,
and who the government considers
should not be allowed to stay in that
country 쑗 She was declared an undesirable alien and deported.

undischarged
undischarged bankrupt

bankrupt

/ ndstʃɑdd bŋkrpt/ noun a

person who has been declared bankrupt because they owe more money
than they can repay, and has not been
released from that state by repaying
the money (NOTE: a bankrupt cannot

become or remain as an MP)
undue
influence
/ ndju
nfluəns/ noun wrongful pressure
undue influence

put on someone which prevents that

UNICEF

person from acting independently 쑗
The government was accused of
putting undue influence on the board
of the nationalised industry.
unelectable / nlektəb(ə)l/ adjective certain to be defeated if standing as a candidate for public office,
e.g. because of extreme opinions on
controversial issues
unemployed / nmplɔd/ adjective, noun with no paid work, without
a job
unemployment / nmplɔmənt/
noun the fact of people not having
jobs 쑗 The unemployment figures or
the figures for unemployment are rising.
unemployment benefit / nm
plɔmənt benft/ noun the money
paid by the government to someone
who is unemployed
unenforceable / nnfɔsəb(ə)l/
adjective impossible to apply or make
people accept
UNESCO /juneskəυ/ noun a United Nations agency that promotes international collaboration on culture,
education, and science. Full form
unelectable

|

unemployed

|

unemployment

|

unemployment benefit

|

unenforceable

|

UNESCO

|

United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
unfederated /n fedəretd/ adjective not being or belonging to a federunfederated

|

ation

UNHCR abbreviation United NaUNHCR

tions High Commission for Refugees

uni- /juni/ prefix meaning single
unicameral / junikmərəl/ aduni-

unicameral

|

jective of a legislature, having only
one chamber or house. 쒁 bicameral
COMMENT:

Unicameral legislatures exist in many countries and states, including Denmark, Ecuador, Estonia,
Finland, Gabon, Greece, Guatemala,
Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, Israel,
Kenya, Latvia, Lebanon, Lithuania,
Malta, Mongolia, Morocco, Nebraska,
New Zealand, Panama, Sweden and
Turkey.

UNICEF /junsef/ noun a United
Nations agency that works for the protection and survival of children around
the world. Full form United Nations
UNICEF

Children’s Fund
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UNIDO /junidəυ/ abbreviation
UNIDO

|

United Nations Industrial Development Organization
unilateral / junlt(ə)rəl/ adjective on one side only or done by one
party only 쑗 They took the unilateral
decision to cancel the contract.
unilateral

|

Unilateral Declaration of Independence

Unilateral Declaration of Independence / jun lt(ə)rəl deklə
|

|

reʃ(ə)n əv ndpendəns/ noun an
act whereby a colony announces that it
is independent without the agreement
of the country to which it belongs.
Abbr UDI
unilateral disarmament / jun
lt(ə)rəl dsɑməmənt/, unilateral
nuclear
disarmament
/ jun
lt(ə)rəl njukliə dsɑməmənt/
noun removing all nuclear weapons
from a country, even if other countries
keep theirs
unilateralism
/ juni
lt(ə)rəlz(ə)m/ noun the support
for a policy of unilateral nuclear disarmament
unilaterally / junlt(ə)rəli/ adverb by one party only 쑗 They cancelled the contract unilaterally.
union /junjən/ noun 1. a state of
being joined or the act of joining 쑗 We
support the union of the environmental pressure groups into a federation.
2. a group of independent states or organisations which have joined together into a federation 3. the group of
states which formed the United States
of America 4. a trade union 5. a club
or organisation for people with similar
interests
Union /junjən/ noun 1. the United
States of America 2. the union of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland
since 1920
Union
Calendar
/ junjən
klndə/ noun a list of bills for debate in the House of Representatives
which deal with finances
unionised /junjənazd/, unionized adjective a company where the
members of staff belong to a trade union
|

unilateral disarmament

|

|

|

|

unilateralism

|

unilaterally

|

union

Union

Union Calendar

unionised

Unionism /junjənz(ə)m/ noun 1.
Unionism

loyalty to the federal union during the
Civil War in the United States 2. support or advocacy since 1920 for the
union between Northern Ireland and
Great Britain
unionist /juniənst/ noun 1. a
member of a trade union 2. a person
who supports a political union of
states or parties
Union Jack / junjən dk/, Union Flag /junjən fl/ noun the national flag of the United Kingdom
Union Territory /junjən terətri/
noun a territory in India ruled directly
by the central government
UNISON /junsən/ noun the UK’s
largest trade union (over 1.3 million
members), representing people working in public services and utilities. It
was formed in 1993 when three major
public sector unions, National Association of Local Government Officers
(NALGO), National Union of Public
Employees (NUPE) and Confederation of Health Service Employers
(COHSE), merged.
unitary authority /junt(ə)ri ɔ
θɒrti/ noun an administrative unit in
Great Britain responsible for all local
government services in its area, replacing a former system of two tiers of
local government
United
Kingdom /ju natd
kŋdəm/ noun an independent country, formed of England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland 쑗 He came
to the UK to study. 쑗 Does she have a
UK passport? 쑗 Is he a UK citizen? 쒁
British Isles. Abbr UK
unionist

Union Jack

Union Territory

UNISON

unitary authority

|

United Kingdom

|

United Kingdom Independence Party

United Kingdom Independence Party /ju natd kŋdəm
|

ndpendəns pɑti/ noun a rightwing party committed to withdrawing
Britain from the European Union and
opposed to immigration. Abbr UKIP
United
Nations
/ju natd
neʃ(ə)nz/ noun an organisation of
nations that was formed in 1945 to
promote peace, security, and international cooperation. Abbr UN
|

United Nations

|
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United States Code /ju natd
United States Code

|

stets kəυd/ noun a book containing
all the permanent laws of the USA, arranged in sections according to subject, and revised from time to time
United States of America /ju
natd stets əv əmerkə/ noun an
independent country, a federation of
states (originally thirteen, now fifty)
in North America. Abbr USA
United States of America

|

|

COMMENT: The federal government
(based in Washington D.C.) is formed
of a legislature (the Congress) with
two chambers (the Senate and House
of Representatives), an executive (the
President) and a judiciary (headed by
the Supreme Court). Each of the fifty
states making up the USA has its own
legislature and executive (the Governor) as well as its own legal system
and constitution.

universal

language

/ npɑlə ment(ə)ri
lŋwd/
noun words used in Parliament which
|

are considered to be rude, and which
the Speaker may ask the MP to withdraw
unperson /np#sən/ noun someone, especially a public figure, whose
existence is not acknowledged officially, often because they have opposed an authoritarian government
unpledged /npledd / adjective
not having promised support for
something, e.g. not having promised a
vote to a particular candidate in an
election
unpolitical / npəltk(ə)l/ adjective not interested in politics or having
no political preference 쑗 The protest
group is entirely unpolitical.
unpolled /n pəυld/ adjective 1.
not having taken part in a survey of
public opinion 2. not having cast a
vote at an election 3. not included in a
list of electors
unreported / nrpɔtd/ adjective
1. not reported to the police 쑗 There
are thousands of unreported cases of
theft. 2. not reported in the Law Reports 쑗 Counsel referred the judge to a
number of relevant unreported cases.
unrest /nrest/ noun publicly expressed unhappiness or protest about
something by many people, sometimes developing into violent behaviour 쑗 Waves of political unrest troubled the country.
UNRRA abbreviation United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration
UNRWA abbreviation United Nations Relief and Works Agency
unseat /nsit/ verb to make a sitting MP lose his seat in an election 쑗
She only needs a small swing to have
a good chance of unseating the
present MP.
|

members of the population
unlawful /nlɔf(ə)l/ adjective
against the law, illegal 쑗 unlawful trespass on property 쑗 unlawful sexual intercourse
unlawfully /nlɔfəli/ adverb illegally or in an illegal way 쑗 He was
charged with unlawfully carrying firearms.
UNMOVIC abbreviation United Nations Monitoring, Verification, and Inspection Commission
UNO abbreviation United Nations
Organization
unopposed / nəpəυzd/ adjective
having no one voting against 쑗 The
Bill had an unopposed second reading
in the House.
unparliamentary
/n pɑlə
ment(ə)ri/ adjective not suitable for
Parliament
unlawful

|

unlawfully

|

UNMOVIC

UNO

unopposed

|

unparliamentary

COMMENT: Various terms of abuse are
considered unparliamentary, in particular words which suggest that an MP
has not told the truth. In a recent exchange in the House of Commons, a
Member called others ‘clowns’ and
‘drunks’; the Deputy Speaker said:
‘Order. That is unparliamentary language, and I must ask the hon. Mem-

unparliamentary
unparliamentary language

unpledged

/ junv#s(ə)l frntʃaz/, universal suffrage / junv#s(ə)l sfrd/
noun the right to vote of all adult

|

ber to withdraw’. Another recent example occurred when an MP said: ‘if
the hon. Member were honest, I suspect that he would have to do the
same’. Mr. Speaker: ‘Order. All hon.
Members are honest.’.

unperson

franchise

universal franchise

unseat

|

unpolitical

|

unpolled

|

unreported

|

unrest

|

UNRRA

UNRWA

unseat

|
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UNSF abbreviation United Nations
UNSF

Special Fund for Economic Development
unwritten /nrt(ə)n/ adjective not
written or codified in a single document (NOTE: The British Constitution
unwritten

|

is described as unwritten because it
is not contained in a single codified
document but is to be found written
in numerous different documents
and is in some areas dependent on
custom)
upcoming /pkmŋ/ adjective
upcoming

about to take place soon 쑗 the upcoming general elections
upfront /pfrnt/ adjective 1. immediate or made in advance 쑗 The
shop asked for an upfront payment of
£100. 2. being clear and honest about
something, not trying to conceal anything 쑗 The minister said she would be
upfront about the difficulties facing
the government.
upheaval /phiv(ə)l/ noun a sudden and violent change in a social or
political system
upper chamber /pə tʃembə /
noun one of the two parts of a parliament that has two chambers, e.g. the
British House of Lords or the American Senate. 쒁 lower chamber
upper class /pə klɑs/ noun the
richest or most influential people in a
society
upper house /pə haυz/ noun the
more important or older of the two
houses or chambers in a bicameral
system 쑗 After being passed by the
legislative assembly, a bill goes to the
upper house for further discussion.
Also called upper chamber (NOTE:
upfront

|

upheaval

|

upper chamber

upper class

upper house

The House of Lords is sometimes
described as the upper house in the
UK, but has far less power than the
House of Commons)
upper middle class / pə md(ə)l
klɑs/ noun the richer half of the midupper middle class

dle section in society, consisting of
rich professional and business people
uprising /prazŋ/ noun an attempt to overthrow a government or
state by armed force, a rebellion 쑗 The
uprising

left-wing uprising was crushed by the
army.
upset /pset/ noun an unexpected
result, e.g. in an election
urban /#bən/ adjective referring to
a town or city 왍 urban decay the condition where a part of a town becomes
old or dirty or ruined, because businesses and wealthy families have
moved away from it 왍 urban redevelopment, urban renewal rebuilding
old parts of a town to build modern
houses and new factories and offices
urban guerrilla /#bən ərlə/
noun someone who carries out violent
acts in cities to advance a political
cause
US, USA abbreviation United States
of America
USAID / ju es ed/ noun a US government agency that provides humanitarian aid and assistance for development to other countries. Full form
upset

urban

urban guerrilla

|

US

USAID

United States Agency for International Development
USS / ju es es/ abbreviation United
USS

States Senate

usual
channels
/ juυəl
tʃn(ə)lz/ noun the way in which
much parliamentary business is
agreed on in private by the whips and
senior MPs of the various parties rather than in open debate
usurp /juz#p / verb to take and use
a right which is not yours, especially
to depose a king or queen and become
king or queen yourself 쑗 Henry IV
usurped the throne from Richard II. 쑗
The councils complained that the new
Education Bill would usurp their powers.
usurpation / juz#peʃ(ə)n/ noun
taking and using a right which is not
yours, especially deposing a king or
queen and becoming king or queen
yourself
usurper /juz#pə/ noun a person
who usurps power 쑗 The army killed
the usurper and placed the king back
on his throne again.
utopia /jutəυpiə / noun an imaginary political state where everything is
usual channels

usurp

|

usurpation

|

usurper

|

utopia

|

GovtPol.fm Page 255 Tuesday, July 13, 2004 7:51 PM

255

as good as it could be, which gives
people something to aim to achieve.
Compare dystopia (NOTE: Sir Thomas More published his description
of a perfect state in Utopia in 1516.
The word means ’nowhere’ or ’the
perfect place’ in Greek depending on
its spelling)
utopian /jutəυpiən / adjective perutopian

|

fect, and also difficult to achieve 쑗 His
utopian ideal of a state was impossible to put into practice.
utopian socialism /ju təυpiən
səυʃəlz(ə)m/ noun a form of socialutopian socialism

|

|

UU

ism based on the belief that a socialist
society can be brought about by
peacefully persuading those in power
to accept it
U-turn /ju t#n/ noun a change of
policy to do exactly the opposite of
what was done before 쑗 The Opposition was surprised at the Government’s U-turn on defence expenditure.
쑗 The council did a U-turn and passed
the development plan for the town
centre.
UU abbreviation Ulster Unionist
U-turn

UU
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V
vest /vest/ verb to transfer to some-

vacant seat /vekənt sit/ noun a
vacant seat

vest

constituency which has no MP at the
moment 쑗 The seat became vacant
when Mr Smith was made a life peer.
vacation /vəkeʃ(ə)n/ noun 1. the
period when the courts, or the universities are closed for their holidays 2.
US a holiday or period when people
are not working
valid /vld/ adjective 1. acceptable
because it is true or reasonable 쑗 That
is not a valid argument or excuse. 2.
possible to use lawfully 쑗 ticket which
is valid for three months 쑗 The contract is not valid if the signing of it has
not been witnessed. 쑗 He was carrying
a valid passport.
valorem /vəlɔrəm/ 쏡 ad valorem
Value Added Tax / vlju dd
tks/ noun a tax on goods and services, added as a percentage to the
price. Abbr VAT
variation / veərieʃ (ə)n/ noun the
amount by which something changes
VAT / vi e ti, vt/ abbreviation
Value Added Tax
VAT declaration /vt deklə
reʃ(ə)n/ noun a statement made by a
company to say what VAT it has collected
VC abbreviation vice chancellor
venue /venju/ noun a place for a
meeting 쑗 The venue for next year’s
party conference will be Brighton.
verbatim /v# betm/ adjective,
adverb in the exact words 쑗 Hansard
provides a verbatim account of the
proceedings of the House of Commons.
versa /v#sə/ 쏡 vice versa

one a legal right or duty or the legal
ownership and possession of land 쑗
The property was vested in the trustees. (NOTE: you vest something in or

vacation

|

valid

valorem

|

Value Added Tax

variation

|

on someone)

vested interest / vestd ntrəst/
vested interest

noun a personal reason for wanting
something to happen
vet /vet/ verb to examine someone
carefully to see if they are suitable for
a job 쑗 All applications are vetted by
the Home Office.
veto /vitəυ/ noun the right to refuse
to allow something to be accepted or
to become law 쑗 The President has the
power of veto over Bills passed by
Congress. 쑗 The UK used its veto in
the Security Council. 쐽 verb to refuse
to allow something not to be accepted
or to become law 쑗 The resolution was
vetoed by the president. 쑗 The council
has vetoed all plans to hold protest
marches in the centre of town. (NOTE:
vet

veto

The plural is vetoes.)
COMMENT: In the United Nations Security Council, each of the five permanent members has a veto. In the USA,
the President may veto a bill sent to
him by Congress, provided he does so
within ten days of receiving it. The bill
then returns to Congress for further
discussion, and the President’s veto
can be overridden by a two-thirds majority in both the House of Representatives and the Senate.

VAT

VAT declaration

|

VC

venue

verbatim

|

versa

vice /vas/ Latin word meaning ‘in
vice

the place of’ 쑗 was present: Councillor Smith (vice Councillor Brown)
vice- /vas/ prefix a deputy or second
in command 쑗 He is the vice-chairman
of an industrial group. 쑗 She was appointed to the vice-chairmanship of
the committee.
vice-
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vice
chancellor
/ vas
tʃɑns(ə)lə/ noun a deputy for the
chancellor of a country
vice-consul / vas kɒnsəl/ noun
an officer who acts as the deputy for
the official representing a country’s
commercial interest in another country
vicegerent /vas erənt/ noun a
deputy appointed to act on the authority of a ruler or magistrate, especially
in administrative duties
vice-president / vas prezd(ə)nt/
noun an official of a rank below a
president, who can take the president’s place if necessary 쑗 When President Kennedy was assassinated, VicePresident Johnson became president.
vice chancellor

vice-consul

vicegerent

|

vice-president

COMMENT: In the USA, the Vice-President is the president (i.e. the chairman) of the Senate. He also succeeds
a president if the president dies in office (as Vice-President Johnson succeeded President Kennedy).

viceregal / vasri(ə)l/ adjective
viceregal

|

referring to a viceroy 쑗 The reception
was held at the Viceregal Palace.
viceregent / vasridənt/ noun a
deputy for the regent of a country
vicereine /vasren/ noun the wife
of a viceroy
viceroy /vasrɔ/ noun a person
who represents a king or queen in a
colony 쑗 In the nineteenth century, India was ruled by viceroys.
viceroyalty / vasrɔəlti/ noun 1.
the office, term of office, or authority
of a viceroy 2. an area that is governed
by a viceroy
vice versa /vasi v#sə/ Latin
phrase meaning ‘reverse position’:
the other way round
videlicet /vdilset/ Latin word
meaning ‘that is’ or ‘namely’ (NOTE:
viceregent

|

vicereine

viceroy

viceroyalty

|

vice versa

videlicet

usually abbreviated to viz.: the Education Committee has three subcommittees, viz. Schools, Further
Education and Training)
village /vld/ noun a group of
village

houses and shops in a country area,
smaller than a town

voluntary services

violate /vaəlet/ verb to break a
violate

rule or a law 쑗 The council has violated the planning regulations. 쑗 The action of the government violates the international treaty on commercial
shipping.
violation / vaəleʃ(ə)n/ noun the
act of breaking a rule 쑗 The number of
traffic violations has increased. 쑗 The
court criticised the violations of the
treaty on human rights.
VIP abbreviation very important person 쑗 Seats have been arranged for the
VIPs at the front of the hall.
virement /vaəmənt/ noun the
transfer of money from one account to
another or from one section of a budget to another 쑗 The council may use the
virement procedure to transfer money
from one area of expenditure to another.
virtute officio /v#tute ɒfsəυ/
Latin phrase meaning ‘by virtue of
his office’
visa /vizə/ noun a special document
or special stamp in a passport which
allows someone to enter a country 쑗
You will need a visa before you go to
the USA. 쑗 He filled in his visa application form.
viscount /vakaυnt/ noun a member of the peerage, ranking between an
earl and a baron
viscountess /vakaυntes/ noun a
woman who is the wife of a viscount,
or who holds the rank of viscount
vital statistics / vat(ə)l stə
tstks/ plural noun figures dealing
with births, marriages and deaths in a
district
violation

|

VIP

virement

virtute officio

|

|

visa

viscount

viscountess

vital statistics

|

viz 쏡 videlicet
voice vote /vɔs vəυt/ noun a vote
viz

voice vote

in Congress where the members shout
Aye (Yes) or No
voluntarism
/vɒləntərz(ə)m/
noun the belief that the process of collective bargaining or the organisation
of trade unions should be interfered
with by government
voluntary services /vɒlənt(ə)ri
s#vsz/ plural noun organisations
voluntarism

voluntary services
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which give free services or help to
people
vote /vəυt/ noun 1. marking a paper
or holding up your hand, to show your
opinion or to show who you want to be
elected 왍 to take a vote on a proposal, to put a proposal to the vote to
ask people present at a meeting to say
if they agree or do not agree with the
proposal 왍 the French President is
elected by popular vote he is elected
by a majority vote of all the people in
France 2. the right to vote in elections
쑗 Women were given the vote in 1928.
3. the total number of votes cast 왍 the
vote was up on the last election more
votes were cast this time than the time
before 쐽 verb to show an opinion by
marking a paper or by holding up your
hand at a meeting 쑗 The meeting voted
to close the factory. 쑗 52% of the members voted for Mr Smith as Chairman.
왍 to vote for a proposal, to vote
against a proposal to say that you
agree or do not agree with a proposal
왍 he was voted into the chair he was
elected chairman
vote-catcher /vəυt ktʃə/ noun
same as vote-winner
vote down / vəυt daυn/ verb to defeat a motion or proposal by voting
against it 쑗 The proposal was voted
down.
vote in / vəυt n/ verb 왍 to vote
someone in to elect someone 쑗 the
Tory candidate was voted in
voteless /vəυtləs/ adjective without the right to choose or express a political opinion by voting
vote of confidence / vəυt əv
kɒnfd(ə)ns/ noun a vote in which
voters show their approval of the leadership of a party or policy
vote of no confidence / vəυt əv
nəυ kɒnfd(ə)ns/ noun same as convote

vote-catcher

vote down

vote in

voteless

vote of confidence

vote of no confidence
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쑗 After the Commons
passed a vote of no confidence in the
government, the Prime Minister
called a general election.
vote out / vəυt aυt/ verb 왍 to vote
someone out to make someone lose
an election 쑗 the government was voted out of office within a year
voter /vəυtə / noun a person who
votes or is eligible to vote 쑗 Voters
stayed away from the polls because of
the bad weather.
voter alienation /vəυtə eliə
neʃ(ə)n/ noun the feeling of many
voters that, since voting does not produce the changes in their lives that
they want, they have no motivation to
vote
voter apathy /vəυtə pəθi/ noun
lack of interest in voting in local and
national elections, especially when
one party regularly has a large majority or when people feel they have little
influence in influencing decisions that
affect their lives
vote through / vəυt θru/ verb to
vote to accept 쑗 The proposal was voted through by a large majority.
vote-winner /vəυt wnə/ noun a
policy or strategy that will win many
votes in an election
voting /vəυtŋ/ noun the act of
making a vote
voting card /vəυtŋ kɑd/, voting
paper /vəυtŋ pepə/ noun the paper on which the voter puts a cross to
show for whom he or she wants to vote
voting patterns /vəυtŋ ptənz/
plural noun the tendency of voters to
vote in a particular way
voting rights /vəυtŋ rats/ plural
noun the rights of shareholders to vote
at company meetings

fidence vote

vote out

voter

voter alienation

|

voter apathy

vote through

vote-winner

voting

voting card

voting patterns

voting rights
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W
Wag the Dog syndrome / w
Wag the Dog syndrome

ðə dɒ sndrəυm/ noun a situation
in which a US president uses military
attacks on other nations to draw intense public and media scrutiny away
from a personal scandal
waive /wev/ verb to give up a legal
right 쑗 He waived his claim to the estate.
waiver /wevə/ noun a situation in
which someone gives up a legal right
to something 쑗 If you want to work
without a permit, you will have to apply for a waiver.
Wales Office /welz ɒfs/ noun a
UK government department responsible for representing Welsh interests
within the government of the United
Kingdom (NOTE: The Welsh name is
Swyddfa Cymru.)
war /wɔ/ noun the situation where
one country fights another 쑗 The two
countries are at war.
war crime /wɔ kram/ noun an illegal action committed by someone
during a period of armed conflict 쑗 A
number of former Nazis were brought
to trial for war crimes committed during the Second World War.
ward /wɔd/ noun 1. a division of a
town or city for administrative purposes. 쒁 electoral ward 2. a child protected by a guardian or by a court
warden /wɔd (ə)n/ noun 1. a person who is in charge of an institution 쑗
The block of flats have a warden who
helps elderly residents. 2. a person
who sees that rules are obeyed
ward heeler /wɔd hilə/ noun a
person who does minor tasks for a local politician
waive

waiver

Wales Office

war

war crime

ward

warden

ward heeler

wardship /wɔdʃp/ noun being in
wardship

charge of a child or the power of a
court to take on itself the rights and responsibilities of parents in the interests of a child (NOTE: no plural)
war on terror / wɔ ɒn terə/ noun
the struggle against international terrorism which President Bush declared
following the attacks on New York
and Washington of 11 September
2001 쑗 Critics of the President were
quick to point out that the problem
with a war on terror is that you never
know when you have won it.
warring /wɔrŋ/ adjective fighting
쑗 the warring factions on the town
council
Washington /wɒʃŋtən/, George
(1732–99) the first president of the
United States
watchdog /wɒtʃdɒ/, watchdog
body /wɒtʃdɒ bɒdi/ noun a body
which watches something, especially
government departments, or businesses, to see that regulations are being
obeyed 쑗 The Post Office Users Council acts as a watchdog.
Ways and Means / wez ən
minz/ 쏡 Chairman of Ways and
Means 쐽 noun in the United States, a
legislative committee in charge of
methods of raising money for government
war on terror

warring

Washington

watchdog

Ways and Means

Ways and Means resolution
Ways and Means resolution

/ wez ən minz rezəluʃ(ə)n/ noun

a Supply Bill, especially the annual
budget proposals
WDA abbreviation Welsh Development Agency
WDA

weapons of mass destruction
weapons of mass destruction

/ wepənz əv ms dstrkʃən/ noun
|

armaments which can kill large num-
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bers of people, e.g., nuclear, biological and chemical weapons. Abbr
WMD

Weber, Max /vebə/ noun the GerWeber, Max

man philosopher (1864–1920) who
contributed most to the study of sociology (NOTE: Weber is famous for an-

alysing authority into three forms:
charismatic, traditional and rational.)
weights and measures department

weights and measures department / wets ən meəz d
|

pɑtmənt/ noun a council department dealing with weighing and
measuring machines used in shops,
and other consumer matters (NOTE:
usually called the Trading Standards Department)
welfare /welfeə/ noun the health,
comfort and safety of a person, animal, or group 쑗 It is the duty of the juvenile court to see to the welfare of
children in care.
welfare state / welfeə stet/ noun
a state which spends a large amount of
money to make sure that its citizens all
have adequate housing, education,
public transport and health services
Welsh Assembly / welʃ əsembli/
쏡 National Assembly for Wales
West /west/ adjective, adverb, noun
1. one of the directions on the Earth’s
surface, the direction facing the setting sun 2. a region of a country, as opposed to the East 3. 왍 the West the
democratic countries of Europe and
North America, as opposed to the
former Communist countries
welfare

welfare state

Welsh Assembly

|

West

Western European Union

Western

European

Union

/ westən jυərəpiən junjən/ noun

a union formed in 1954 with the aim
of harmonising defence and security
in the region, now including Belgium,
France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal,
Spain and the United Kingdom as full
members, and Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Hungary,
Iceland, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania,
Norway, Poland, Romania, the Slovak
Republic and Turkey as associate
members. Abbr WEU

West Lothian question / west
ləυtiən kwestʃən/ noun the question that sets out a major issue of devolved government in the UK, that of
the justice of allowing Westminster
MPs representing Scottish constituencies to vote on issues affecting England and other parts of the UK, when
non-Scottish MPs cannot vote on
equivalent Scottish issues that are
dealt with by the Scottish Assembly
Westminster /westmnstə/ noun
1. a borough in London, where the
Houses of Parliament are 2. the British parliament or parliamentary system
West Wing /west wŋ/ noun the
US president’s senior staff and advisers
wet /wet/ noun a Conservative politician whose policies are regarded as
more liberal than the mainstream of
conservative opinion
WEU abbreviation Western European Union
whatever / wɒtsəυevə/, whatsoever adjective of any sort, at all 쑗
There is no substance whatsoever in
the report. 쑗 The police found no suspicious documents whatsoever. 쑗
There is nothing whatsoever to suggest that she intends to leave the country. (NOTE: always used after a noun
and after a negative)
wheeling and dealing / wilŋ ən
dilŋ/ noun discussions and bargaining between political parties or groups
or members of a committee to obtain a
general agreement for something 쑗 After some wheeling and dealing, the
subcommittee members were selected.
쒁 horse-trading
whereas /weərz/ conjunction
taking into consideration that 쑗 whereas the contract between the two parties stipulated that either party may
withdraw at six months’ notice
whereby /weəba/ adverb by which
쑗 a deed whereby ownership of the
property is transferred
West Lothian question

Westminster

West Wing

wet

WEU

whatever

|

wheeling and dealing

whereas

|

whereby

|
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wherein /weərn/ adverb in which
wherein

|

a document wherein the regulations
are listed
whereof /weərɒv/ adverb of which
whereon /weərɒn/ adverb on
which 쑗 land whereon a dwelling is
constructed
wheresoever / weəsəυevə/ adverb in any place where 쑗 the insurance covering jewels wheresoever
they may be kept
Whig /w/ noun the old name for a
member of a political party which later became the Liberal Party in Britain,
and is now called the Liberal Democratic Party
whip /wp/ noun 1. an MP who controls the attendance of other MPs of
his party in the House of Commons or
Lords, and who tries to makes sure
that all MPs vote as their party wants
2. the instructions given by a whip to
other MPs, telling them which business is on the agenda and underlining
items where a vote may be taken
쑗

whereof

|

whereon

|

wheresoever

|

Whig

whip

COMMENT:

A party may decide to withdraw the Whip from an MP as a punishment for opposing it in some way.
This prevents the MP from being involved in the party’s activities in the
parliament, although they remain as
an MP and usually sit as an Independent until the Whip is restored to them.

whip in / wp n/ verb to keep the
whip in

members of a political party in line
with the party’s aims
Whitehall /wathɔl/ noun a street
in London, where several ministries
have their offices (NOTE: used to refer
Whitehall

to the Government or more particularly to the civil service: Whitehall
sources suggest that the plan will be
adopted; there is a great deal of resistance to the idea in Whitehall)
White House / wat haυs/ noun
White House

the building in Washington D.C.,
where the President of the USA lives
and works (NOTE: also used to mean
the President himself, or the US government: White House officials disclaimed any knowledge of the letter;

Woolsack
the White House press secretary
has issued a statement)
White Paper / wat pepə/ noun a
White Paper

report issued by the government as a
statement of government policy on a
particular problem, often setting out
proposals for changes to legislation
for discussion before a Bill is drafted.
Compare Green Paper
winding up / wandŋ p/ noun 1.
the ending of a meeting 쑗 In his winding-up speech the Home Secretary
warned the Commons of the seriousness of the situation. 2. the closing of
a company and selling its assets
wind up / wand p/ verb 1. to end
a meeting or a debate 쑗 She wound up
the meeting with a vote of thanks to the
committee. 쑗 The Home Secretary
wound up for the government. 2. to
close a company and sell its assets
wing /wŋ/ noun a group within a political party or movement that has distinct beliefs, especially either of two
broad groupings, one more conservative, the other more liberal in its views
WMD abbreviation weapons of mass
destruction
winding up

wind up

wing

WMD

woman

police

woman police constable

constable

/ wυmən pə lis knstəb(ə)l/ noun
|

in the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, a woman police officer of the lowest rank. Abbr
WPC

suffrage /wmnz
sfrd/ noun the right of women to
vote in elections
wonk /wɒŋk/ noun an expert in matters of policy, especially in government, the economy, or diplomacy 쑗 a
policy wonk
Woolsack /wυlsk / noun the seat
of the Lord Chancellor in the House of
Lords (NOTE: the Lord Chancellor is
unlikely to sit for much longer on the
Woolsack since proposals introduced in 2003–4 will abolish his office)
women’s suffrage

women’s
wonk

Woolsack

COMMENT:

It is really a large cushion
stuffed with wool, dating from the time
when the wool trade was very important.
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wording /w#dŋ/ noun a series of
wording

words 쑗 Did you understand the wording of the contract? (NOTE: no plural)

Workers’ Revolutionary Party
Workers’ Revolutionary Party

/ w#kəz revəluʃ(ə)n(ə)ri pɑti/
noun a Marxist political party in the
|

United Kingdom

working class / w#kŋ klɑs/
noun the people in low-paid jobs

World Bank / w#ld bŋk/ noun a
World Bank

specialised agency of the United Nations that guarantees loans to member
nations for reconstruction and development (NOTE: The official name is
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development.)

World

Trade

Organization

/w#ld tred ɔənazeʃn/ noun
|

the international treaty which aims to
try to reduce restrictions in trade between countries, and which replaced
GATT. Abbr WTO
COMMENT: Formed on 1st January
1995 to replace the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT).

world war / w#ld wɔ/ noun a war
involving several countries on each
side, with fighting taking place in
many parts of the world
WPC abbreviation woman police
constable
writ /rt/ noun 1. a legal document
which begins an action in the High
Court 쑗 He issued writs for libel in
connection with allegations made in a
Sunday newspaper. 2. the legal document ordering that an election or a byelection should be held 왍 to move a
world war

WPC

writ

write in

write-in

working class

World Trade Organization

writ to propose in the House of Commons that a by-election should be held
write in / rat n/ verb US to vote
for a candidate whose name does not
appear on the ballot paper, by writing
the candidate’s name on it
write-in /rat n/ noun 1. a vote cast
in an election by adding someone’s
name to the ballot paper 2. a candidate
added to a ballot paper by a voter
write-in candidate / rat n
knddet/ noun a candidate whose
name has been written by the voters on
their ballot papers
writ of summons / rt əv
smənz/ noun notice from the Lord
Chancellor asking a peer to attend the
House of Lords
written answer /rt(ə)n ɑnsə/
noun a formal reply to a question put
in writing to a Minister
written
question
/rt(ə)n
kwestʃ(ə)n/ noun a question presented to a Minister in writing, usually
dated two days after it is presented and
answered within seven days of that
date. If an answer is needed by an earlier date the question receives priority
and is known as a ‘question for answer
on a named day’, indicated by the letter N in the Order Book. However the
answer may simply be that the Minister will answer the question as soon as
possible.
WRP abbreviation Worker’s Revolutionary Party
WTO abbreviation World Trade Organization
write-in candidate

writ of summons

written answer

written question

WRP

WTO
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XYZ
zero-rated / zərəυ retd/ adjec-

xenophobe /zenəfəυb / noun a
xenophobe

zero-rated

person who hates foreigners
xenophobia / zenəfəυbiə/ noun
the hatred of foreigners
xenophobic / zenəfəυbk / adjective showing hatred of foreigners
yah-boo politics / jɑ bu
pɒltks/ plural noun politics in
which parties automatically criticise
and reject any idea put forward by an
opposing party, regardless of its merits
Yang di-Pertuan Agong /jŋ d
ptwn ɒŋ/ noun the title given
to the head of state of the Malaysian
Federation, who is elected for five
years by the rulers of the thirteen
states which make up the federation
Yard /jɑd/ noun same as Scotland
xenophobia

|

xenophobic

|

yah-boo politics

Yang di-Pertuan Agong

|

Yard

Yard

YC abbreviation Young Conservative
yea and nay / je ən ne/ noun old
YC

yea and nay

forms of ‘yes’ and ‘no’ 왍 yea and nay
vote a vote in a legislature where
members say ‘yes’ or ‘no’

tive having a Value Added Tax rate of

0%

zero-rating /zərəυ retŋ / noun
zero-rating

rating an item at 0% Value Added Tax
zionism /zaənz(ə)m/ noun the belief that the Jewish people should have
a homeland, and that Israel’s independence and security should be defended
zionist /zaənst/ noun a supporter
of the belief that the Jewish people
should have a homeland and that Israel’s independence and security should
be defended 쐽 adjective referring to
zionism
zone /zəυn / verb to order that land in
a district shall be used only for one
type of building 쑗 The land is zoned
for industrial use.
zoning /zəυnŋ/ noun an order by a
local council that land shall be used
only for one type of building (NOTE:
zionism

zionist

zone

zoning

no plural)
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Legislative procedure in the United Kingdom
Green Paper Stage

a paper discussing the issues surrounding the
proposed bill (optional)

White Paper Stage

a paper stating current policy on the issues
surrounding the proposed bill (optional)

Draft Bill Stage

the wording of the Bill is drafted

First Reading

the Bill is presented formally in Parliament,
usually in the House of Commons, as a
reading with no debate or decision

Second Reading

the Bill is read again to the House and a
debate takes place

Committee stage

a standing committee (a committee of about
18 house members, more for long or
complicated bills) debates whether each
clause and schedule of the Bill should be
kept or dropped

Report Stage

the whole house looks at the amendments
proposed by the standing committee and
propose and debate any of their own

Third Reading Stage

the whole redrafted Bill is read once more in
the House and briefly discussed

Lords Approval Stage

the House of Lords takes the Bill and goes
through the same procedure from First to
Third Reading, debating any amendments.
The Lords and Commons agree on a final
text

Royal Assent Stage

royal approval is given and the Bill becomes
a statute (Act of Parliament)

Legislative procedure in the United Kingdom cont’d
Important Note: The Parliament Act
The entire process must take place in one Session of Parliament, meaning that a Bill may not be passed purely because it has run out of time.
This means that the House of Lords may ‘kill’ a Bill they don’t wish to
pass (for example the Hunting Bill 2002) by taking an overly long time
to discuss it. In this case the Parliament Act means that the Bill can be
reintroduced and passed in the following Session without the approval
of the Lords, with the following conditions:
1.

The Lords had enough time to debate it before the end of the
session (at least one month).

2.

The wording of the Bill has not changed since the last
presentation.

3.

One year has passed since the Bill was given its Second
Reading in the Commons.

Private Members’ Bills go through the same procedure from First
Reading. However, there is intense competition for the little Parliamentary time available for considering these. Unless the Bill is completely
uncontroversial it is likely to be formally objected to at some stage and
therefore dropped; otherwise it is more or less ‘nodded through’
without much debate.

Legislative procedure in the European Union
Proposal

the European Commission drafts the text of
a Bill

First Reading

the European Parliament submits the Bill to
a committee reading and a report is prepared
with suggested amendments

Common Position

the European Council either accepts the
amended Bill or suggests its own
amendments (NB this is the first point at
which the Bill can be passed)

Recommendation

a further committee assessment is
undertaken of the Council’s proposed
amendments at Parliament and a
recommendation given

Second Reading

Parliament debates the committee’s report
and vote by absolute majority whether to
accept the Council’s amendments and on
further amendments of their own

Amended proposal

the Commission looks at Parliament’s
second reading decisions and drafts an
amended proposal for the Council, who vote
whether to accept or modify it (this is the
second point at which the Bill can be passed)

Conciliation committee

a committee of members from both the
Council and Parliament meet to agree on a
joint text

Third Reading

Parliament meets to finally discuss whether
to adopt the Bill as law. If no mutual
agreement can be reached the Bill will lapse.

Legislative procedure in the United States
of America
Introduction

the draft Bill is submitted to the House
without reading or debate (any time while
the House is in session)

Referral to Committee

the Bill is published and assigned an
identification number, then sent to the
appropriate committee (of 19) according to
its subject

Committee Action 1

relevant offices and departments give their
input, reports are prepared on the validity of
the Bill and committee meetings are held

Committee Action 2

a public hearing may be held before a
subcommittee with the questioning of
witnesses and the attendance of interested
parties

Markup

the subcommittee prepares a report on the
hearing with any relevant amendments to the
Bill

Final Committee Action

the full committee reads and amends the Bill
and either reports it back favourably to the
House, tables it or discharges it (thereby
preventing it from progressing any further),
or reports it back without recommendation
(rare)

House Floor
Consideration

the committee report is debated in the House
and any further amendments voted on

Resolving Differences

the Bill is sent to the Senate for
consideration and an identical version is
agreed on by both bodies, possibly with the
help of a mediating committee

Final Step

the Bill is approved (signed) by the President
and becomes a Law

United Kingdom court structure

Court of Justice of the European Communities (ECJ)
(in cases concerning European law)
House of Lords

Court of Appeal
Criminal Division

Crown Court

Magistrates Court

Civil Division

High Court

County Court

United States of America Federal court structure

Supreme Court

Courts of Appeal
(12 Circuits)

94 District Courts

International Trade
Court

Court of Appeal
(Federal Circuit)

Tax Court

Claims Court

Court of Military
Appeals

Courts of Military
Review

Court of Veterans’
Appeals

The United Kingdom:
Members of the Cabinet
Prime Minister, First Lord of the Treasury and Minister for the Civil Service
Deputy Prime Minister and First Secretary of State
Chancellor of the Exchequer
Leader of the House of Commons
Chief Secretary to the Treasury
Leader of the House of Lords
Lord President of the Council
Secretary of State for Wales
Secretary of State for Constitutional Affairs (Lord Chancellor)
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs
Secretary of State for the Home Department
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Secretary of State for International Development
Secretary of State for Work and Pensions
Secretary of State for Transport
Secretary of State for Scotland
Secretary of State for Health
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland
Secretary of State for Defence
Secretary of State for Trade and Industry
Secretary of State for Education and Skills
Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport
Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury (Government Chief Whip)

Prime Ministers of Great Britain
Tony Blair (Labour)
1997 – Present
John Major (Conservative)
1990 – 1997
Margaret Thatcher (Conservative)
1979 – 1990
James Callaghan (Labour)
1976 – 1979
Harold Wilson (Labour)
1974 – 1976
Edward Heath (Conservative)
1970 – 1974
Harold Wilson (Labour)
1964 – 1970
Sir Alec Douglas-Home
(Conservative)
1963 – 1964
Harold Macmillan (Conservative)
1957 – 1963
Sir Anthony Eden (Conservative)
1955 – 1957
Winston Churchill (Conservative)
1951 – 1955
Clement Attlee (Labour)
1945 – 1951
Winston Churchill (Conservative)
1940 – 1945
Neville Chamberlain (Conservative)
1937 – 1940
Stanley Baldwin (Conservative)
1935 – 1937
J Ramsey Macdonald (Coalition)
1931 – 1935
J Ramsey Macdonald (Labour)
1929 – 1931
Stanley Baldwin (Conservative)
1924 – 1929
J Ramsey MacDonald (Labour)
1924
Stanley Baldwin (Conservative)
1923 – 1924
A Bonar Law (Conservative)
1922 – 1923
David Lloyd George (Liberal)
1916 – 1922

H H Asquith (Liberal)
1908 – 1916
Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman
(Liberal)
1905 – 1908
A J Balfour (Conservative)
1902 – 1905
Marquess of Salisbury
(Conservative)
1895 – 1902
Earl of Rosebery (Liberal)
1894 – 1895
W E Gladstone (Liberal)
1892 – 1894
Marquess of Salisbury
(Conservative)
1886 – 1892
W E Gladstone (Liberal)
1886
Marquess of Salisbury
(Conservative)
1885 – 1886
W E Gladstone (Liberal)
1880 – 1885
Benjamin Disraeli (Conservative)
1874 – 1880
W E Gladstone (Liberal)
1868 – 1874
Benjamin Disraeli (Conservative)
1868
Earl of Derby (Conservative)
1866 – 1868
Earl Russell (Liberal)
1865 – 1866
Viscount Palmerston (Liberal)
1859 – 1865
Earl of Derby (Conservative)
1858 – 1859
Viscount Palmerston (Liberal)
1855 – 1858
Earl of Aberdeen (Conservative)
1852 – 1855
Earl Of Derby (Conservative)
1852
Lord John Russell (Whig)
1846 –1852

Prime Ministers of Great Britain continued
Sir Robert Peel (Tory)
1841 – 1846
Viscount Melbourne (Whig)
1835 – 1841
Sir Robert Peel (Tory)
1834 – 1835
Duke of Wellington (Tory)
1834
Viscount Melbourne (Whig)
1834
Earl Grey (Whig)
1830 – 1834
Duke of Wellington (Tory)
1828 –1830
Viscount Goderich (Tory)
1827 – 1828
George Canning (Tory)
1827
Earl of Liverpool (Tory)
1812 – 1827
Spencer Perceval (Tory)
1809 – 1812
Duke of Portland (Tory)
1807 – 1809
Lord Grenville (Whig)
1806 – 1807
William Pitt (Tory)
1804 – 1806
Henry Addington (Tory)
1801 – 1804
William Pitt (Tory)
1783 – 1801

Duke of Portland (Tory)
1783
Earl of Shelburne (Whig)
1782 – 1783
Marquess of Rockingham (Whig)
1782
Lord North (Tory)
1770 – 1782
Duke of Grafton (Whig)
1768 – 1770
Earl of Chatham (Whig)
1766 – 1768
Marquess of Rockingham (Whig)
1765 – 1766
George Grenville (Whig)
1763 – 1765
Earl of Bute (Tory)
1762 – 1763
Duke of Newcastle (Whig)
1757 – 1762
Duke of Devonshire (Whig)
1756 – 1757
Duke of Newcastle (Whig)
1754 – 1756
Henry Pelham (Whig)
1743 – 1754
Earl of Wilmington (Whig)
1742 – 1743
Sir Robert Walpole (Whig)
1721 – 1742

Structure of a British Government Department:
The Department of Trade and Industry
Minister
Secretary of State for Trade and Industry
Ministers of State
Minister for E-Commerce and Competitiveness
Private Secretary
Minister of State (Trade)
Private Secretary
Minister of State for Industry and the Regions
Private Secretary
Minister for Women and Equality
Private Secretary
Minister of State for International Trade and Investment
Private Secretary
Parliamentary Under-Secretaries of State
Minister for Employment Relations, Competition and Consumers
Private Secretary
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Science and Innovation
Private Secretary
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Small Business and Enterprise
Private Secretary
Officials
Permanent Secretary
Private Secretary
Directorates
Director General for the Business Group
Director General for the Innovation Group
Director General for the Energy Group
Director General for the Fair Markets Group
Director General for the Services Group
Director General for the Legal Services Group
Office of Science and Technology
Head of the Office of Science and Technology
Chief Scientific Adviser
Director of Transdepartmental Science and Technology
Director General of Research Councils
Director of the Science and Engineering Base Group
Strategy Unit
Director of Strategy
Chief Economic Adviser
Director General of Economics
UK Trade and Investment
Group Chief Executive of UK Trade and Investment
Chief Executive
Deputy Chief Executive
Corporate Strategy and Communications Group

Kings and Queens of England since 1066
House of Windsor
Elizabeth II
Head of the
Commonwealth
1952 – Present
George VI
1936 – 1952
Edward VIII
1936
George V
1910 – 1936

House of
Saxe-Coburg
Edward VII
1901 – 1910

House of Hanover
Victoria
1837 – 1901
William IV
1830 – 1837
George IV
1820 – 1830
George III
1760 – 1820
George II
1727 – 1760
George I
1714 – 1727

House of Stuart
Anne
1702 – 1714
William III
1694 – 1702

Mary II & William III
1689 – 1694
James II
1685 – 1688
Charles II
1660 – 1685
The Commonwealth
1649 – 1659
Charles I
1625 – 1649
James I
1603 – 1625

House of Tudor
Elizabeth I
1558 – 1603
Mary I
1553 – 1558
Jane
1553 (reigned for 14
days)
Edward VI
1547 – 1553
Henry VIII
1509 – 1547
Henry VII
1485 – 1509

House of York
Richard III
1483 – 1485
Edward V
1483
Edward IV
1461 – 1483

House of Lancaster
Henry VI
1422 – 1461
Henry V
1413 –1422
Henry IV
1399 – 1413

House of Plantagenet
Richard II
1377 – 1399
Edward III
1327 – 1377
Edward II
1307 – 1327
Edward I
1272 – 1307
Henry III
1216 – 1272
John
1199 – 1216
Richard I
1189 – 1199
Henry II
1154 – 1189

House of Normandy
Stephen
1135 – 1154
Henry I
1100 – 1135
William II
1087 – 1100
William I
1066 – 1087

The United States of America:
Members of the Cabinet
The President of the United States
The Vice-President of the United States
Secretary of State
Secretary of the Treasury
Secretary of Defense
Secretary of Commerce
Attorney-General
Secretary of the Interior
Secretary of Agriculture
Secretary of Labor
Secretary of Health and Human Services
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
Secretary of Transportation
Secretary of Energy
Secretary of Education
Secretary of Veterans’ Affairs
Ambassador to the United Nations
US Trade Representative
Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency
Director, Office of Management and Budget
National Security Adviser
White House Chief of Staff

Presidents of the United States of America
George W Bush (Republican)
2001 – Present
William Clinton (Democrat)
1993 – 2001
George Bush (Republican)
1989 – 1993
Ronald Reagan (Republican)
1981 – 1989
Jimmy Carter (Democrat)
1977 – 1981
Gerald Ford (Republican)
1974 – 1977
Richard M Nixon (Republican)
1969 – 1974
Lyndon B Johnson (Democrat)
1963 – 1969
John F Kennedy (Democrat)
1961 – 1963
Dwight D Eisenhower (Republican)
1953 – 1961
Harry S Truman (Democrat)
1945 – 1953
Franklin D Roosevelt (Democrat)
1933 – 1945
Herbert Hoover (Republican)
1929 – 1933
Calvin Coolidge (Republican)
1923 – 1929
Warren Harding (Republican)
1921 – 1923
Woodrow Wilson (Democrat)
1913 – 1921
William H Taft (Republican)
1909 – 1913
Theodore Roosevelt (Republican)
1901 – 1909
William McKinley (Republican)
1897 – 1901
Grover Cleveland (Democrat)
1893 – 1897
Benjamin Harrison (Republican)
1889 – 1893
Grover Cleveland (Democrat)
1885 – 1889
Chester Arthur (Republican)
1881 – 1885

James Garfield (Republican)
1881
Rutherford Hayes (Republican)
1877 – 1881
Ulysses S Grant (Republican)
1869 – 1877
Andrew Johnson (Republican)
1865 – 1869
Abraham Lincoln (Republican)
1861 – 1865
James Buchanan (Democrat)
1857 – 1861
Franklin Pierce (Democrat)
1853 – 1857
Millard Fillmore (Whig)
1850 – 1853
Zachary Taylor (Whig)
1849 – 1850
James Polk (Democrat)
1845 – 1849
John Tyler (Whig)
1841 – 1845
William Harrison (Whig)
1841
Martin Van Buren (Democrat)
1837 – 1841
Andrew Jackson (Democrat)
1829 – 1837
John Quincy Adams
(Democrat – Republican)
1825 – 1829
James Monroe
(Democrat – Republican)
1817 – 1825
James Madison
(Democrat – Republican)
1809 – 1817
Thomas Jefferson
(Democrat – Republican)
1801 – 1809
John Adams (Federalist)
1797 – 1801
George Washington (Federalist)
1789 – 1797

